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Trumpet Newsletter of Zion Lutheran Church, Iowa City March 2019 

Farewell Reception for Pastor Duane Miller 

It is with deep gratitude that we say farewell to Pastor Duane Miller, our interim 
senior pastor during the past year.  Sunday, March 10, will be Pastor Miller’s last 
Sunday at Zion as interim senior pastor.  Join Pastor Miller for a farewell reception, 
between services, on March 10. 
 

Ash Wednesday Worship 
Wednesday, March 6 | Noon & 7:00 p.m. 
Theme for Lent:  The Way – “You don’t choose a life; you live a life.” 
Lent is a time of reflection, of soul-searching and taking stock of our lives.  For thou-
sands of years, religious people have made journeys of the heart as a way of gaining 
perspective and insight, with pilgrimages of many different kinds.  Inspired by pas-
sages in the Scriptures that talk about the journeys, roads and pathways of life, we 
will make our “way” together through this poignant season inspired to live the life 
we’ve been given to the fullest. **More information on page 6 & 7 
 

Lenten Wednesday Services - Stories on the Way 
All of us are on the journey of faith, seeking to walk with Jesus and stay on the 
path.  For our Evening Prayer services, we will hear from Zion members about their 
own experiences of following our Lord. 
March 13             Tom Casavant 
March 20             John Keller 
March 27             Jess Harris 
April 3                   Sonja Rye 
April 10                 Rick Dobyns 
A light meal will be served from 5:30 p.m.-6:30 p.m. preceding each evening  

service. 

Walking the Labyrinth 
During the season of Lent, a labyrinth will be set up in the chapel on the lower level. 
The labyrinth represents our passage through time and experience.  Its many turns 
reflect the journey of our life in Christ, which involves changes of direction, transi-
tion, some uncertainty but also discovery and moments of grace.  Different from a 
maze (which has dead-ends and false passages), the labyrinth has a single path that 
leads unerringly to the center.  You are invited to try out this walking form of prayer 
as a way to reflect on your life with Christ and take the next step on your  
spiritual path. 
 

Ash Wednesday Family Faith Time 

March 6 | 6:15 – 6:45p.m. | Chapel, Lower Level 
This time is designed for families with preschool and elementary school aged chil-
dren in mind. Families will lead worship, there will be the imposition of ashes for all 
who want to receive them, plus some interactive worship stations.   

Program Staff: 

 Mary Merulla 

mary@zionlutheran-ic.org 

 Maggie Atkinson 

maggie@zionlutheran-ic.org 

 Pam Cantrell  

pam@zionlutheran-ic.org 

 Melanie Sigafoose 

melanie@zionlutheran-ic.org 

 Marlys Boote 

marlys@zionlutheran-ic.org 
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Well, this is it! This is my last article for the Trumpet!  As you are aware by now, my last Sunday at Zion is 
March 10.  This will allow a little separation between my departure and the arrival of your new Senior Pastor on 
April 1. 
 
Coincidentally, April 1 is the day I start a new assignment too!  I will be Interim Pastor for the Lutheran Church 
of the Good Shepherd in Des Moines for the foreseeable future.  As much as I’ve enjoyed getting to know Zion 
and Iowa City, it will be a good thing to have an assignment close to home for a change. 
 
A colleague of mine thinks I know more lay people than anybody in this synod, by virtue of my longevity and 
my travels to various congregations.  If one includes the casual acquaintances one makes in the course of work-
ing with larger congregations, that is probably true. 
 
Having said that, I’ve gotten to know a few of you quite well by virtue of our partnerships here at Zion. That 
includes many of the paid staff, as well as some key lay leaders. I’m just going to mention a few of them by 
name here. Associate Pastor Lutz as a colleague in pastoral ministry; she is a patient listener and a keen observ-
er of people and groups.  Mary works hard at engaging people and connecting them to ministry opportunities; 
I’ve really enjoyed our conversations about the nature of the church.  Shannon Esmann, in collaboration with 
Jean Berge, has worked very hard this past year to produce financial reports that present a clearer picture of 
Zion’s financial position. 
 
I appreciated my partnership with Ken Fate and Diane Baumbach, your President and Vice-President respec-
tively in 2018. Leading a congregation in normal times takes time and energy; the demands on volunteer lead-
ers increase in a pastoral transition. Thank you for your leadership! 
 
I’ve been to men’s morning Bible studies before, but nothing as unique as the “Lost Boys”. Thank you for  
moving your meeting to Wednesdays to accommodate my travel plans. And thank you for the most interesting 
conversations about faith and life. 
 
I’ll have an opportunity to work with your new council at its retreat on March 9. Anything I haven’t moved back 
to Des Moines before March 10 will likely get moved a couple days later. I will be leaving a “white paper” with 
some observations and recommendations for congregational leaders to reflect on as they anticipate the arrival 
of Pastor Debner. 
 
Thank you once again for the honor and privilege of serving you as your Interim Senior Pastor during this very 
important chapter of your life together. 
 
 
In Christ, 
Duane E. Miller 
Interim Senior Pastor 
 
 

From the Interim Pastor 
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This Present Moment: You Make a Difference 
A few weeks ago, we received this email from  Julie Robinson, the Principal of Horace Mann Elementary, that 
she wanted us to share with the congregation.  Zion supports the Mann community in several ways:  
Goosetown Pantry, Tuesday Literacy Nights, Holiday Boxes at Christmas, and an Emergency Fund for those in 
need.  Along with Julie Robinson, Linda Prybil (Secretary), Ladiester Janania (Student and Family Advocate,) and 
the teachers are on the front lines with the struggles that many families face. 
 

Good Morning, 
On Wednesday, a mom with an elementary age student and a 2-month-old infant came to our school to regis-
ter.  As part of the registration process, Ladiester was helping them and asked for their address.  Due to a num-
ber of circumstances that were neither her fault nor in her control, this mother had no address and no place to 
go for the night. 
  
Ladiester helped them call local shelters and all of them reported they were full.  One had an overflow for a sin-
gle person - but no one was able to take a family.  The mom told Ladiester that her plan was she and her chil-
dren would sleep in the car in the Walmart parking lot that night.  (Remember - this was Wednesday, Feb 6th - 
the night of the ice storm and falling temps below zero.) 
  
Ladiester, Linda, and I talked and we decided we could not let that happen.  Thanks to the generosity of Zion, 
Ladiester was able to access funds that you had donated.  We were able to provide the family a motel room for 
Wednesday and Thursday night - and as a bonus the motel offers a free hot breakfast.  This was especially good 
considering that the weather was so bad there was no school on Thursday. 
  
The family returned to school on Friday.  The student was able to begin classes.  And even though he is a tough 
kiddo he told Ladiester and me that "I'm really really scared."  We were able to affirm his feelings and also tell 
him that there was a whole team of people ready to help him and his family.  Ladiester told him that he could 
think about being a kid and doing good in school and she would help his mom with the grown-up worries. 
  
Ladiester and Linda worked the housing situation all afternoon on Friday, and by the end of the school day - they 
had helped the family secure a spot in a shelter.  You know how desperate things are when the GOOD news is 
your family has a spot in the shelter.  On Monday, Ladiester will start working with the mom to help find an 
affordable place to rent.  Until then, the family has food and shelter and a school team that is fighting for them. 
  
This story is not possible without your generosity!  In addition to this family, your donation has also helped get 
electricity back on for a family as well as providing short term rent assistance for three families that made the 
difference between those families staying in their home or being evicted. 
  
You have made an amazing difference in the lives of these desperate families and have given them hope. 
  
Thank you from the bottom of our hearts,  
Julie  
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Congregational Happenings 

At the Annual meeting a new council was elect-
ed; some new council members were elected 
and some current members were elected to new 
positions. 

A council retreat will be held March 9th. Pastor 
Miller will discuss governance and basic parlia-
mentary procedure. Topics will include the role 
of Council, committees and ministry teams. 

Council will be installed March 10th. The first 
meeting of the new Council will be March 19th. 

Message from Council 
Ken Fate, Council President 

Membership Updates 

 

Birthdates 

Chuck Hesse (3/4), Lee Gruenhaupt (3/5); 
Marlene Hollander (3/10); Barbara Gamb (3/11); 

Margaret Grefe (3/16); Ron Hanson, 
Margaret Grefe (3/16);  Janice Carpenter, Karole 

Fuller (3/19), Marilyn Perkins (3/26);  
Anne Hesse (3/31) 

 
Births 

Archer Campbell, parents are Patrick & Ashley  
 

Deaths 
Maxine Ruppert (2/18/19)  

Message from the Treasurer 

Ed Scheetz, Treasurer 

Winter weather has slowed our January giving a 
little. Expenses were a little higher than normal re-
sulting in a slow start for the year. eGiving - we are 
down to a handful of folks we still need to convert to 
the new eGiving system.  Please help us finish this! 
eGiving is good for you and for us!  There is a charge 
to Zion, but at 1% , the cost is $10 for giving $1,000.  
Very reasonable! 

    

  Jan-19 YTD 2019 % BUDGET 

Income      72,297     1,056,858  7% 

Expense   121,253     1,056,780  11% 

  Jan-18 YTD 2018 % BUDGET 

Income   162,818     1,075,091  15% 

Expense      95,046     1,057,702  9% 

Toy Garage Sale : Mission Trip Fundraiser  
Shop the Toy Sale on Sat, March 30, after evening Worship;  

Sun, March 31, 7:30 a.m.-11:30 a.m. 
Zion’s summer youth Mission Trip participants will be hosting a Toy Garage Sale! This fundraiser will support 
our Junior High trip to West Chicago, IL, and our High School trip to Denver, CO. If you have toys, books, or 
board games that are gently-used/ like-new and still have some life in them, please contribute them to our 
sale!  Toy Collection Days are Sunday, March 24 and Wednesday, March 27 in Parish Hall.  The toy sale will be 
open after worship on Saturday, March 30, and the morning of Sunday, March 31.  Need more info: Connect 
with Maggie Atkinson. 
 

Food Packaging Service Event 
Saturday, April 6 | 1:00-2:00 p.m. | Holy Trinity LC, North Liberty 
ALL Zion members + Friends are welcome to participate in this simple, 1-hr volunteer opportunity! We will 
work as a team to pack hundreds of bags of food! Meals from the Heartland helps to provide much-needed 
nourishment to people all over the world. Here's the LINK to sign up, or connect with Maggie Atkinson for 
more details.  

https://onrealm.org/ZionLutheranIC/PublicRegistrations/Event?linkString=NjVlZDc1NzUtM2E0ZC00YTNiLTg1MjItYTlkOTAxMjAyYmFl
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Worship Happenings 

Worship Highlights for March 2019 

Transfiguration of our Lord – March 3 

 Saturday 5:15 p.m., Sunday 8:15 a.m. & 10:45 a.m. 

 Children’s Message - Putting Away the Alleluias 

 

Ash Wednesday – March 6 – The Way Back (U-Turn) 

 Community Supper in Parish Hall, 5:30 - 6:30 p.m. 

 Family Faith Time in Chapel, 6:15 p.m. 

 Imposition of Ashes and Communion, 7:00 p.m. 

 

1st  Sunday in Lent – March 10 – The Wandering Way (Maze) 

   Saturday 5:15 p.m., Sunday 8:15 a.m. & 10:45 a.m. 

 Pastor Duane Miller’s Final Sunday as Interim Pastor 

 Children’s Message 

 

Lenten Mid-Week Worship – March 13 

 Community Supper in Parish Hal, 5:30-6:30 p.m. 

 Book Study: Music of Silence, 5:45-6:45 p.m. 

 Evening Prayer, 7:00 p.m. 

 

2nd Sunday in Lent – March 17 – The Way Around (Bypass) 

 Saturday 5:15 p.m., Sunday 8:15 a.m. & 10:45 a.m. 

 

Lenten Mid-Week – March 20 

 Community Supper in Parish Hall, 5:30-6:30 p.m. 

 Book Study: Music of Silence, 5:45-6:45 p.m. 

 Evening Prayer, 7:00 p.m. 

 

3rd Sunday in Lent – March 24 – The High Way (Boulevard) 

 Saturday 5:15 p.m., Sunday 8:15 a.m. & 10:45 a.m. 

 Guest Preacher – Rev. Jacquie Berlien 

 Children’s Message 

 

Lenten Mid-Week – March 27 

 Community Supper in Parish Hall, 5:30-6:30 p.m. 

 Book Study: Music of Silence, 5:45-6:45 p.m. 

 Evening Prayer, 7:00 p.m. 

 

4th Sunday in Lent – March 31 – The Way Home (Labyrinth) 

 Saturday 5:15 p.m., Sunday 8:15 a.m. & 10:45 a.m. 

 Children’s Message 



 6 

Worship Happenings 
Music Schedule for March  
 
Transfiguration: Sunday, March 3 Senior Choir and Zion Brass 
 
Ash Wednesday: Wednesday March 6  Senior Choir 
 
Lent I:  Sunday March 10 Bell Choir and Kleiner Chor 
 
Lenten Midweek: Wednesday March 13  Flute Choir and Senior Choir (TTBB) 
 
Lent II: Sunday March 17 Flute Choir 
 
Lenten Midweek: Wednesday March 20  Solo 
 
Lent III: Sunday March 24 Spring Break Choir 
 
Lenten Midweek: Wednesday March 27 Bell Choir 
 
Lent IV: Sunday March 31 Senior Choir 
 
 

Spring Break Choir:  Everyone is invited to come and sing!!! 
If you're in town for Spring Break week, come and sing at Zion!  We will rehearse an anthem on Sunday , March 
17 (9:30 a.m. in the Choir Room), and sing in worship on Sunday March 24.   
 

Rehearsals During Spring Break 
The following groups will be rehearsing during their regularly-scheduled times during Spring Break week:  Bell 
Choir (6:30 p.m. on Tuesday, March 19) and Senior Choir (6:30 p.m. on Thursday, March 21). 

 

Theme for Lent:  The Way –  

“You don’t choose a life; you live a life.” 
Lent is a time of reflection, of soul-searching and taking stock of our lives.  For thousands of years, religious 
people have made journeys of the heart as a way of gaining perspective and insight, with pilgrimages of many 
different kinds.  Inspired by passages in the Scriptures that talk about the journeys, roads and pathways of life, 
we will make our “way” together through this poignant season inspired to live the life we’ve been given to the 
fullest.  
 

March 6 – Ash Wednesday, The Way Back (U-Turn) 

  Imposition of Ashes and Holy Communion 

“Yet even now, says the LORD, return to me with all your heart” - Joel 2:12 

 

Sometimes things happen in our lives that cause us to be awakened to a new perspective and we begin to re-
assess the life road we are following, the directions we are going.  Ash Wednesday is a time in the church 
where we talk of “repentance” which literally means to turn around and head in a new direction. In worship 
we will receive ashes in the sign of the cross on our foreheads–a traditional sign of our own mortality and the 
necessity of making this life purposeful. 
 
(Continued on next page) 
 
 
 



 7 

Worship Happenings 
March 10 - Lent 1 The Wandering Way (Maze) 
“Jesus was led by the Spirit in the wilderness, where for forty days he was tempted by the devil.” - Luke 4:1-2 

 

After Jesus’ baptism, he went on a pilgrimage into the wilderness. A common practice among spiritual leaders 
of his day, this was a time to dig deep into the humanity of his soul. Along the way he encounters what we all 
encounter along the paths of life–temptations to stray from the path that God has intended for us. But “all 
who wander are not lost”–for it is in the wandering that we find our true selves. 
 

March 17 - Lent 2 The Way Around (Bypass)  

“At that very hour some Pharisees came and said to Jesus, "Get away from here, for Herod wants to kill you." - 
Luke 13:31-34 

 

We are not always understood. Jesus found this out, just like so many others whose closest family, friends and 
neighbors have created an idea of who we are and cannot imagine the possibilities God has called us to. Some-
times we must go ahead and do what we dream, claiming who we know we are, taking the way around what 
others think we ought to do and be. 
 

March 24 - Lent 3 The High Way (Boulevard)  

“Everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; and you that have no money, come, buy and eat!  
For my thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your ways my ways, says the LORD.” - Isaiah 55:1-9 

 

We are taught that everything costs. But our ways are not God’s ways. There are higher ways. We are all invit-
ed, without price, to the table of God’s grace.  This is the high way that we are invited to embody to others. 
Hospitality is the way… even we do not agree on everything, we are still one family at one table. 

 

March 31 - Lent 4 The Way Home (Labyrinth)  
“…Then the father said to him, 'Son, you are always with me, and all that is mine is yours. But we had to cele-
brate and rejoice, because this brother of yours was dead and has come to life; he was lost and has been 
found.'" - Luke 15: 11b-32 

 

No matter what we call “home” in this physical world, we yearn for a spiritual home within that offers serenity, acceptance, 

belonging. The extravagant acceptance of the father for the son in Jesus’ parable of the wandering son is difficult for us to 

believe sometimes… that no matter what we have done, who we are, how far we are from what we want to become, we are 

welcomed home by the Loving Parent. 

 

April 7 - Lent 5 The Free Way (Thoroughfare)  

Thus says the LORD, who makes a way in the sea, a path in the mighty waters…Do not remember the former 
things or consider the things of old. I am about to do a new thing;  I will make a way in the wilderness and  
rivers in the desert. - Isaiah 43: 16-19 

 

New paths are possible through freedom in Christ. And these ways are made plain before us if we have eyes to 
see. Yes, we will strain against adversity–such is life. But new life is always possible through relationship with 
God and with each other. We will offer symbols of our efforts this day in the form of rocks (which can be both 
stumbling blocks and stepping stones along the way) and affirm that God, our rock and our redeemer, is with 
us every step. 

 

April 14 - Lent 6 - Palm Sunday The Other Way (Service Road)  

“As he rode along, people kept spreading their cloaks on the road. As he was now approaching  
the path down from the Mount of Olives, the whole multitude of the disciples began to praise God joyfully with 
a loud voice for all the deeds of power that they had seen…” - Luke 19: 28-40 

 

This moment on this road for Jesus feels both like the end and the beginning. Such are so many moments of 
our lives. A pilgrimage may reach its destination but the hope, the wisdom, the lessons learned along the way 
have offered a new starting point for us. What have we learned and what transformation–what “other way”–
are we called to in the name of right relationship in our lives? 
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MARCH 2019 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

31 Toy Sale 
8:15a  Worship 
9:30a Learning 
 
10:15a Youth Choir 
10:45a Worship 

    1 
 
 
7:00p Friday Fun 
Night 

2 
 
9:00a Mental Health 
Ministry Presentation 
 
 
5:15p Worship 

3 
 
8:15a  Worship 
9:30a Learning 
 
10:15a Youth Choir 
10:45a Worship 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4 
 
 
 
7:00p Prayer Group 

5 
 
1:00p Staff Meeting 
 
6:00p Mental Health 
Team 
6:30p Bell Choir 
7:00p Flute Choir 
7:00p Global Mission 
Team 
8:00p Brass 
 
 

6 
6:30a Men’s Bible 
Study-Lost Boys 
8:30a Shalom 
9:00a Quilters 
Noon Ash Wed  
Worship 
5:30p Supper 
5:45p Lent Book Study 
6:15p Ash Wednesday 
Family Faith Time 
6:30p Men’s Ministry 
Team 
7:00p  Ash Wednesday 
Worship 

7 
 
 
 
6:30p Senior Choir 
 
 

8 
 
6:30pm High 
School ReFuel 

9  
 
8:00a Men’s Ministry 
Breakfast 
8:00a Council Retreat 
 
5:15p Worship 
 

10  
8:15a  Worship 
9:30a Fellowship/
Farewell to Pastor 
Miller/Learning 
10:15a Youth Choir 
10:45a Worship 
 
 
4:00p Free Lunch 
Prep 
 

11 
9:30a Mom’s Meet-
Up 
 
11:00a Free Lunch 
 
7:00p Stephen  
Ministry 
 
 
 
 
 
 

12 
 
 
10:00a Prayer Shawl 
Team 
 
1:00p Staff Meeting 
 
6:30p Stewardship Team 
6:30p Bell Choir 
7:00p Flute Choir 
8:00p Brass  
 
 

13 
6:30a Men’s Bible 
Study-Lost Boys 
8:30a Shalom 
9:00a Quilters 
 
2:00p Health & Caring 
Team 
5:30p  Supper 
5:30p Cherub Choir 
5:45p Lent Book Study 
6:00p Jr. Choir 
7:00p Lent Worship 
 

14 
 
1:00 LCM Cooking 
 
 
 
6:30p Senior Choir 
 

15 
 
11:30a Prime 
Timers 
 
 

16 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5:15p Worship 
 
 

17 
 
8:15a  Worship 
9:30a Fellowship 
9:30a Spring Break 
Choir Rehearsal 
 
10:45a Worship 
 
 
 
 

18  
 
11:30a Senior  
Singles 
 
 
6:45p Women’s 
Reading Group 
 
 

19 
 
9:30a Gather Bible Study 
 
1:00p Staff Meeting 
 
6:30p Bell Choir 
6:30p Council 
 

20 
6:30a Men’s Bible 
Study-Lost Boys 
8:30a Shalom 
9:00a Quilters 
 
1:30p Afternoon Book 
Club 
4:30p Property Team 
5:30p Supper 
5:45p Lent Book Study 
7:00p Lent Worship 

21 
 
 
 
 
6:30p Senior Choir 
 

22 
 
 

23 
 
9:00a  Mental Health 
Breakfast 
 
5:15p Worship 

24 Toy Drop-Off 
 
8:15a  Worship 
9:30a Fellowship 
10:45a Worship 

25 
 
9:30a Mom’s Meet-
Up 

26 
 
1:00p Staff Meeting 
 
6:30p Bell Choir 
7:00p Flute Choir 

27 Toy Drop-Off 
 
6:30a Men’s Bible 
Study-Lost Boys 
8:30a Shalom 
9:00a Quilters 
5:30p Supper 
5:30p Cherub Choir 
5:45p Lent Book Study 
6:00p Jr. Choir 
7:00p Lent Worship 

28 
 
6:30p Social  
Justice Team 
6:30p Senior Choir 
8:00p Brass 

29 30 
 
5:15p Worship 
6:00p Toy Sale 
 
 
 
***3/31 is at the top 
of the page. 
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Learning Happenings 

Adult Learning: March 

Close Encounters of the Jesus Kind Book Study 

March 3, 10 | 9:30 a.m. | Gathering Room 

The series on Luke will continue, with Kristi Ferguson facilitating the March 3 session and Nancy Jones leading 
the March 10 session.  There will be no Adult Learning sessions over Spring Break (March 17 and March 24). 
 

Ministry Team Fair 

Sunday, March 3 | Between Services  
The Stewardship Team will host an information session featuring Zion ministry teams. Come hear from team 
members as they describe activities of their team and learn how you could join and share your talents at Zion. 
Featured teams will be Outdoor Ministry, Softball, Early Childhood Ministry, Youth and Family Ministry, 
Mom's Meet Up, IT Team, Kitchen Team, and Garden Club.  
 
 

ZEST 2019 Climate Change Recap 

Between Services | Gathering Room 

This spring, Zion will host three events on climate change. You’re invited and welcome to attend any or all.  

SESSION #1: Sunday March 31 – Climate Change Update 

Exactly 3 years ago, Connie Mutel gave a three-Sunday course on climate change: what it is, what it does, and 
what we can do about it. What has changed since then? How is climate change already expanding its influence 
on our lives, and what is being done to address its strength and sting? Connie will speak on how these have 
evolved since 2016, and predictions for our common future.  Meet at 9:30 in the Sanctuary. 

SESSION #2: Sunday May 12 - Reducing Climate Change through Cleaner Transportation  

Zion will host a display of electric vehicles owned by Zion members. Come to see the “switch from fossil-fuel 
to renewable-energy transportation” in action!  (And if you have an electric vehicle you’d like to display, 
please contact Dave Gosse at dagosse.dg@gmail.com.) 

SESSION #3: Sunday May 19 – Reducing Climate Change through Effective Federal Legislation 

To effectively combat climate change we will need governmental as well as individual action. An exciting bill 
was recently introduced in both the U.S. House and Senate, a bipartisan bill that critics predict could be 
passed. This bill, which has been endorsed by both Protestant and Catholic church bodies, would be good for 
people as well as the earth. Guest speaker Peter Rolnick will explain this breakthrough “Energy Innovation and 
Carbon Dividends Act” and the major way in which it would reduce U.S. carbon emissions.    
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Presentation on Substance Abuse 

Saturday, March 2 | 9 a.m. | Parish Hall |  

Snacks & Coffee Provided 

Join us to learn about substance use disorders, how they affect families and  
communities, and resources for providing care. Bring friends; all are welcome. 

Our presenter is Zion member, Ron Berg, who is CEO of Prelude Behavioral Services. Prelude operates treat-
ment facilities in Des Moines and Iowa City which provide mental health services and substance abuse coun-
seling and prevention services to more than 15,000 Iowans each year. This presentation is sponsored by the 
Mental Health Ministry Team. 
 

Wednesday Evening Lenten Book Study 
Wednesday’s, March 6-April 10 | 5:45 p.m. | Room 1 
Beginning, Wednesday, March 6 and continuing through April 10, we will discuss the book entitled, “Music of 
Silence: A Sacred Journey through the Hours of the Day,” by David Steindl-Rast and Sharon Lebell. Books will 
be available in the Welcome Center a week before the class begins. 
 

March/April Sunday School Schedule 

March 17 Spring Break – No Sunday School 
March 24 Spring Break – No Sunday School  
April 14 Palm Sunday Fair – No Sunday School  
April 21 Easter Sunday – No Sunday School  
 
 

Save the Date: High School Senior Recognition Sunday 
April 28 | 8:15 a.m. service 
It’s hard to believe that high school graduation is just around the corner!  Graduating seniors and their fami-
lies are invited to worship on Sunday, April 28 at 8:15 a.m. for a special recognition and sending blessing.  As 
our high school seniors prepare for graduation and new adventures, we send them on their way with love, 
prayers, and a hand tied fleece blanket from the people of Zion.  If you have a graduating senior, you’ll be re-
ceiving more information very soon.  Questions?  Please contact Maggie Atkinson, 
 maggie@zionlutheran-ic.org, or Pam Cantrell, pam@zionlutheran-ic.org..   

Learning Happenings 

mailto:maggie@zionlutheran-ic.org
mailto:pam@zionlutheran-ic.org
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Learning Happenings 

Zion Library News: The Poisonwood Bible 

When Pastor Debner visited Zion last month she made a comment about how important it is for Lutheran 
churches in foreign lands to have their ministries reflect local cultures.  This remark reminded me of Barbara 
Kingsolver’s 1998 novel The Poisonwood Bible.  

 

The central characters are Reverend Nathan Price; his wife Orleanna; and their four daughters Rachel, Leah, 
Adah and Ruth May who in 1959 have come from America to a Christian mission in the remote Congo village 
of Kilanga.  Reverend Price is fervently certain of God's will but oblivious to the customs, beliefs and dignity of 
the people he is determined to save. Orleanna is too overwhelmed with the effort required to maintain a 
home and feed a family in the harsh jungle environment to temper the impact of her husband's zeal.  The  
story unfolds in the often-humorous words of the four Price daughters.  Rachel at 15 is concerned about the 
teenage girl things she is missing.  Leah and Adah are 14-year-old twins with matching intellects but some 
differences.  Adah is mostly silent and has a physical disability but compensates with amazing mental gymnas-
tics.  (Throughout the story Rachel's use of malapropisms like "dull and void" is contrasted with Adah's inven-
tion of palindromes like "amen enema".)   Five-year-old Ruth May is spunky and irrepressible and "tears 
through her life like she plans on living out the whole thing before she hits twenty."         

 

Reverend Price works hard at evangelism but only succeeds in mystifying and antagonizing his flock.  His ser-
mons are clouded by the multiple meanings of Kikongo words like bangala which means both "poisonwood 
tree" and "precious".  It is no wonder people are confused by his exhortation that "Jesus is bangala".  And his 
constant urgings that the villagers submit to baptism in the river are taken to mean he wishes to drown them 
or feed them to crocodiles. Reverend Price does not accept that he is going about things in the wrong way 
despite warnings from the village leaders.  Nor does he recognize the dangers inherent in the volatile Congo-
lese political situation.  (American involvement in the deposing of the Congo’s first elected Prime Minister, 
Patrice Lumumba, and subsequent support of ruthless Joseph Mobutu is a backdrop to the story.)  Even when 
other missionaries begin leaving the country, Price insists he must stay and carry on the Lord's work.  Sus-
pense builds as the reader’s concern about the future welfare of the Price family and the people of the village 
grows. 

 

The Zion library has two copies of this book - one a large print edition - and I recommend it to anyone who 
enjoys fine writing (the book was a finalist for the 1999 Pulitzer Prize for fiction) and a story that is relevant to 
our Christian beliefs.   
  - Rick Brenner           

Zion’s Evening Reading Group 
Monday, March 18 | 6:45 p.m. 
Join us for light refreshments and a book discussion.  Everyone is welcome to attend whether you have read 
the book or not.  

March 25, 2019:   Educated by Tara Westover 

April 29, 2019:    Clementine by Sonia Purnell 
 

Zion’s Wednesday Afternoon Book Club 
Wednesday, March 20 | 1:30 p.m. | Gathering Room 
Join us in the lounge for conversation.  Reading of the book is encouraged but not required.  We generally 
meet on the 3rd Wednesday of the month, but may change a date due to scheduling conflicts.   
(No refreshments are served.) 
 
March 20, 2019: The Extraordinary Life of Sam Hell: A Novel by Robert Dugoni 

April 17, 2019: The Address: A Novel by Fiona Davis 

https://www.amazon.com/Educated-Memoir-Tara-Westover/dp/0399590501/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1545847696&sr=8-1&keywords=Educated
https://www.amazon.com/Clementine-Life-Mrs-Winston-Churchill/dp/0143128914/ref=sr_1_2?ie=UTF8&qid=1545847718&sr=8-2&keywords=Clementine
https://www.amazon.com/Extraordinary-Life-Sam-Hell-Novel/dp/1503948978/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1545847605&sr=8-1&keywords=The+Extraordinary+Life+of+Sam+Hell%3A+A+Novel
https://www.amazon.com/Address-Novel-Fiona-Davis/dp/152474199X/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1545847641&sr=8-1&keywords=The+Address%3A+A+Novel
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Maggie Atkinson is your Go-To-Gal, if you’d like more info about youth events, OR to let her know that you’re 
able to attend!  Text/call 563.349.2313, email maggie@zionlutheran-ic.org  or send a carrier pigeon! 

 

Do you follow Zion? Maggie Atkinson (Instagram @zioniowacity) and Ann Roller (Facebook @ zioniowacity) 
help oversee Zion’s “social” presence! This is a fun way to stay connected with your church family throughout 
the week, to offer encouragement as well as being updated and kept in the loop!  
 

 

 

 

Junior High Fun Night 
Friday, March 1 | 7:00-9:00p.m. | Parish Hall 

Students + friends are invited for a night of “March Movie Madness”! M & M’s, popcorn, basketball, and movie 
charades, oh my! You don’t want to miss this!  
 

Confirmation Program 
Every Wednesday night in March we get to Worship together at 7pm (this replaces traditional class time).  
Each week there will also be a meal served in Parish Hall, and students + families are invited to eat together, 
anytime between 5:30-6:30pm.  

 

ReFuel: Iowa City Area High School Event 
Friday, March | 6:30-10:30PM | Zion’s  Parish Hall 
This special event is for all Iowa City area High School students and their friends! It's a night of being REFUELED 
by God's love & grace, hanging out with friends, playing games, being in Worship together, eating, talking, and 
growing as a faith community.  Join other area teens, along with leadership from Ewalu summer staff, and Lu-
theran Campus Ministry students.  Hosted by the youth ministry leaders from Zion + Gloria Dei + Christ the 
King + Holy Trinity. $5 at the door per person, please.  
Sign Up HERE for this great event!    

 

Toy Garage Sale 
Saturday, March 30 & Sunday,  March 31 
Zion’s summer youth Mission Trip participants will be hosting a Toy Garage Sale! This fundraiser will support 
our Junior High trip to West Chicago, IL, and our High School trip to Denver, CO. We will set-up and organize 
the donations on Saturday morning, March 30. Students should connect with Maggie for the sign-up list about 
when to volunteer.  More info can be found on Page 4. 

Youth and Family Happenings 

mailto:maggie@zionlutheran-ic.org
https://www.instagram.com/zioniowacity/
https://www.facebook.com/zioniowacity
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C044FA8AE29AAFA7-friday
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Mom’s Meet-Up 
March 11 & 25 | 9:30 a.m. 
Meet at Zion in the Gathering Room. All stay at home parents/caregivers welcomed.  Bring your kiddo if they 
are still home with you. If they’ve gone off to school on Monday, come on your own. 
Snacks for kiddos & coffee for grownups provided.  Contact: Mary Merulla.  

 
Vacation Bible School | June 17-21, 2019 

Vacation Bible School for Preschool age children through 5th grade is coming right up.  Please add this week of 
faith and fun to your family calendar as you begin planning summer activities.     
 
The Preschool program, for children age 3 to entering Kindergarten, meets from 9:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. Mon-
day through Friday.  Day Camp, for children completing Kindergarten through 5th grade, meets from 9:00 a.m. 
to 3:00 p.m. Monday through Thursday, with a half-day on Friday.  Pre-Camp care is available beginning at 
7:30 a.m. Monday through Friday. 
 
VBS is a team effort in which Ewalu counselors, Zion volunteers, parents, and campers serve together.  To 
make it all work, we need volunteers to help with the following: 
 
 Teachers to plan and staff the morning Preschool program 
 Junior High and High School age helpers (Kool-Aides) for Preschool and Day Camp 
 Adults to help plan the Day Camp afternoon program, be present for daily Bible study, lead craft projects, 

prepare snacks for hungry children and meals for hungry counselors, and more  
   

Monetary gifts and donations of snacks and supplies are another way you can help.  Consider supporting VBS 
this year with the gift of your time or a contribution.  For more information, contact Pam Cantrell. 
 
 

 11th Annual Zion Game Night 

When: Sunday, March 31 - 7:00 pm - ?? 

Where: The Knutson’s home at 137 S. Mount Vernon Drive, I.C. 

What: Fellowship and fun games to learn/play: Card games  -  Board games  -  
Word games  - Or bring your favorite 

Everyone’s welcome - just lots of fun 

Bring a snack… sweet, salty, low-fat, high-fat…whatever you want to share; Beverages will be provided. 

Sign-up at Welcome Center starting on March 3 or contact any host: 

Gene/Carole Knutson (338-8442/cknuts64@gmail.com)    

Ken/Barb Gamb (351-9205/kbgamb@mchsi.com) 

Bob/Judie Stadtlander (351-1600/judiestadtlander@gmail.com) 

Youth and Family Happenings 

mailto:cknuts64@gmail.com
mailto:judiestadtlander@gmail.com
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Men's Ministry Breakfast 
Saturday,  March 9 | 8:00 a.m.  

Bring a friend and meet for conversation and fellowship at Zion in the lower level, Gathering Room. 
 
 

Senior Singles 
Monday,  March 18 | 11:30 a.m. 
Join fellow Senior Singles for lunch and fellowship at Olive Garden in Coralville. 
 

Prime Timers Update 
Friday, March 15 | 11:30 a.m. 
Prime Timers will meet for lunch and fellowship at Edgewater Grille at the Marriott Hotel in Coralville. 
 

Annual Easter Breakfast 
Sunday,  April 21 | 7:30-10:30 a.m. | Parish Hall  
Bring the whole family for a warm breakfast of scrambled eggs, sausage, fresh baked-goods, yogurt, fresh fruit, 
milk, juice, and coffee. Zion’s summer youth Mission Trip participants will be your Hosts.  
 
 

International Women’s Club & English Classes Needs Nursery  

Volunteers 
The International Women’s Club resumed their English classes for adult women here at Zion as of February 19.   
If you know of women who might be interested, it is not too late to inform them about the English classes.  
New students may start on any Tuesday or Thursday morning at 9:00 AM.  They should come to Room 4  
downstairs to be welcomed by Becky Sato.  All ages of women and levels of English are welcome.   
 
Child care is offered in our nursery to the children under school age of the women taking classes.  That has 
turned out to be a large number this year.   If you are interested in volunteering to help care for young chil-
dren on either Tuesday or Thursday, between 9 AM – 11 AM, please make contact with the IWC childcare su-
pervisor, Kathy Fait at 319-0541-4551 or mom2hdal@yahoo.com.   

 
 
 

Get Involved at Zion 

mailto:mom2hdal@yahoo.com


Contact Us  

Office Hours:  

Monday-Thursday   

9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.  

Friday:  

 9:00 a.m.-Noon  

Tel: 319-338-0944   

Email: office@zionlutheran-ic.org 

Website: www.zionlutheran-ic.org 

 

Zion Lutheran Church 

310 N. Johnson Street 

Iowa City, Iowa  52245 

http://www.facebook.com/zioniowacity 

http://www.instagram.com/zioniowacity 

Ministers 
All Members 

 
Council  
Steve Nelson, President 
Maggie Dezeeuw, Vice President 
Amy Little, Secretary 
Ed Scheetz, Treasurer 
Diane Baumbach 
Steve Martin 
Steve Panther 
Jeff Samuelson 
Eldon Snyder 
 
Pastor 
Duane Miller, Interim Senior Pastor 
Jennifer Lutz, Associate Pastor 
 

Zion is a Reconciling in Christ Congregation 

http://www.facebook.com/zioniowacity
http://www.intagram.com/zioniowacity

