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Trumpet Newsletter of Zion Lutheran Church, Iowa City January 2019 

Meet & Greet with Senior Pastor Candidate 
The Zion Congregation Council invites you to meet the Senior Pastor Candidate 
brought forth by the Call Committee on Saturday, January 5 during an open house at 
Zion from  10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. in the Parish Hall. 
 

Notice of Special Congregational Meeting 
Zion will hold a Special Congregation Meeting on Sunday, January 6 beginning at 9:30 
am.  The purpose of the meeting will be to vote on the recommendation to extend a 
Letter of Call to a candidate for Senior Pastor. 

 

Guest Preacher at Zion: Ron Glusenkamp 
January 20, 2019 

Our preacher on January 20 is Pastor Ron 
Glusenkamp. He serves as the director of Always  
Being Made New: The Campaign for the ELCA, a five-
year, $198 million comprehensive campaign to  
establish a strong culture of stewardship allowing this 
church to boldly do God’s work in Jesus’ name 
throughout the world.   

Pastor Glusenkamp is a graduate of Concordia Senior 
College, Fort Wayne, Indiana (BA in Greek) and a  
graduate of Christ Seminary-Seminex (M. Div. Biblical 

Studies). He was ordained in 1981. 

Before becoming director of the campaign, he served as pastor in several congrega-
tions. He has also served as the Vice President of Customer Relations for the ELCA 
Board of Pensions (now Portico) and was a guest Lutheran Preacher on Day 1 
(formerly the Protestant Hour). 

Pastor Glusenkamp is the author of Signs for These Times (CPH), a practical resource 
that helps church leaders use their church signs as a venue for getting their congre-
gation known in the community and connecting faith with daily life and community 
happenings. He co-wrote God’s Standard or Gold Standard?: Studies in Proverbs 
(Book of Faith) with Peter Mayer, which follows readings from Year B,  
Lectionaries 23-25. 

He has been married for 42 years to Sue Ann Glusenkamp, who is a clinical nurse  
educator at Porter Hospital in Denver, and together they have three adult  
children.  Ron is a bread baker and a pretzel maker. He likes “to raise dough” literally 
and figuratively! Ron is committed to the vision “that all may be fed.” 

 

Program Staff: 

 Mary Merulla 

mary@zionlutheran-ic.org 

 Maggie Atkinson 

maggie@zionlutheran-ic.org 

 Pam Cantrell  

pam@zionlutheran-ic.org 

 Melanie Sigafoose 

melaniesigafoose@gmail.com 

 Marlys Boote 

marlys@zionlutheran-ic.org 



Some 25 years ago, I started paying more attention to the way darkness and light come and go around the 41st 
parallel of latitude, particularly the darkness.  I am particularly aware when we enter the six darkest weeks of 
the year, which begin roughly December 1, and end in mid-January.  There was one year that those six weeks 
were particularly depressing. 
 
One of the ways I cope with the darkness is to realize that once the winter solstice arrives on December 20 or 
21, daylight will begin to increase.  And I resist the temptation to become depressed when the summer solstice 
arrives, after which daylight decreases! 
 
We are fortunate that we have ways to mitigate the darkness that comes with nightfall, thanks to living on a 
most reliable power grid. But we still notice the coming of light and dark because it has an effect on our mood. 
For some of us this effect is minimal; for others it can be quite profound. All the more reason we can relate to 
the imagery of light and dark that we find in spiritual writing and in scripture. 
 
In the gospel that we read in worship on Christmas Day, John, speaking of Jesus, tells us “the light shines in the 
darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.” 
 
The darkness in our lives has several sources, not just the coming and going of short and long days.  Some of us 
are experiencing fear, grief, loneliness, sadness, despair or hopelessness, stemming either from personal expe-
riences or the turmoil swirling around our nation and world right now. 
 
And yet, darkness does not overcome the light. There is the birth of the Christ child and the revelation about 
him.  There is healing and hope, and out of death, life. 
 
May the light and life of Jesus the Christ illumine your hearts and your lives in the coming year. 
 
In Christ, 
Duane E. Miller 
Interim Senior Pastor 
 
 

From the Interim Pastor 



This Present Moment 
Epiphany – manifestation; something that is clear, obvious to the eye or mind 
 
On the 12th day of Christmas, the festival of Epiphany, we celebrate the journey of the magi who have followed 
the star from the East in search of a king.  At last, the star leads them to Jesus and it is the great Epiphany.  They 
see the Christ child and bearing gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh, they worship him as God in the flesh, the 
new-born king of the Jews. 
 
On the festival of Epiphany and the season of the church year that follows it, we are given a series of epipha-
nies, a series of events where Jesus makes it clear to those around him that he is God’s Son.  At his Baptism in 
the river Jordan, a voice from heaven declares that he is God’s Son, the beloved.  Later as he attends a wedding 
in Cana with his mother and the disciples, he reveals his power and connection to God through changing an in-
credible quantity of water into wine.  Then, as Jesus returns to the synagogue in his hometown of Nazareth, he 
reads from the prophet, Isaiah, and declares himself to be the Lord’s anointed (the Messiah) who will bring in 
the kingdom of God through his healing and teaching and overturning of the powers that be.   
 
However, as you look at Jesus in these various scenarios, not everyone understands what they are seeing.  King 
Herod perceives the birth of the baby Jesus and the magi seeking to honor this child as a threat to his own reign.  
At Jesus’ baptism, not everyone recognizes the voice from heaven and the important message it imparts.  At the 
wedding in Cana, many of the guests are oblivious to the fact that there’s been a shortage of wine.  Most of 
them are unaware of the miracle that Jesus performs even as they enjoy the fine wine they are drinking.  Many 
of those gathered in the synagogue at Nazareth take offense at Jesus’ prophetic message and try to hurl him off 
the cliff on which the town was built.  Epiphanies can be totally missed or misunderstood.  We do not always 
have eyes to see or ears to hear when our Lord is with us.  Perhaps, like Elijah, we expect our Lord to come in 
dramatic ways: a roaring fire, a thunderous wind, or an earthquake; when the appearance of our Lord may be 
far subtler.   
 
As we celebrate the Day of Epiphany and the many “epiphanies” of our Lord that follow in the subsequent 
weeks, I invite you to enter these stories and look for the appearance of God in your own life: 
 Like the magi, what sign are you looking for to guide you as you follow our Lord? 
 In what ways has God reminded you that you are precious and beloved as a child of God? 
 Where have you seen an everyday miracle, a spark of goodness, laughter, love or hope? 
 Where do you hear truth spoken whether it is received well or not? 
 

~Pastor Lutz 



Congregational Happenings 

Following devotions the Council met with Tim 
Krumm to discuss The Stevens Moore Endowment 
Fund.  This fund is held in the Johnson  
County Community Fund.  The church’s organ 
fund, which is a separate fund, has about $27,000 
dollars in it.  There was discussion about moving 
some of that money into the Stevens Moore 
Fund.  It was decided to have Tim  
discuss this with the board of the Stevens Moore 
Fund to determine how much we need in the 
church fund to take care of yearly mainte-
nance.  Also, it was agreed that we need to know 
specifics about the insurance on the organ ie. 
what is the deductible if the organ was  
damaged due to natural disaster like a storm?  
The council again supported the work of this 
board in providing this ongoing care for the organ 
at Zion.  Board members are Marlys Boote, Tim 
Meir, Tim and Sarah Krumm, and Bob and Rosalie 
Moninger. 
 
Discussion of proxy voting vs. absentee was  
explained.  Zion does proxy voting which means a 
member assigns the voting to another mem-
ber.  Generally, the items that require a vote by 
paper ballot are on the budget as well as the slate 
of future council members.  Council discussed  
process for voting at the upcoming congregational 
meeting for the call of a new pastor as well as the 
annual meeting in February. 
 
The next item on the agenda was the budget  
review.  The new REALM software was used to 
create this budget.  Discussion took place about 
the continued effort at transparency.  In meeting 
that goal there will be a special meeting on the 
budget on 1/27/19 between services for those 
who have special interest.  It was decided that at 
the Annual Meeting the personnel expenses will 
be reported out as overall numbers as was done 
last year.  The difference is that there will be a 
handout available that morning to anyone who 
wants to know salary and benefits breakdowns by 
position.   
 
 

Message from Council 
Ken Fate, Council President 

Discussion then turned to the transitioning 
from Pastor Miller to our new pastor.  Pastor 
Miller asked, “what would be most beneficial 
to Zion?”  It was discussed that a two week 
window between off boarding Pastor Miller 
and onboarding the new pastor would be the 
best.  Pastor Lutz said that some space  
between pastors can help with  the transition.  
  
Pastor Lutz shared that the Music Ministry Task 
force is up and running.  The leadership  
includes Pastor Lutz and Curt Nedoba.  They 
will be doing some surveying in the weeks to 
come.  This congregational input will be  
important to recommendations made by this 
team moving forward. 
 
Regarding consent agenda items: 

 Eldon Snyder noted that there will be one 
to three openings on the Steward-
ship  Committee in 2019. 

 Missional planning has been put on hold 
until the new pastor arrives.  This relates 
specifically to phase  2.  

Ken Fate provided a prayer and the Council 
went into executive session to discuss the  
performance review of Pastor Miller. 

Budget over Breakfast 

Sunday, January 27 | 9:30 a.m. |  

Gathering Room 

Join Ed Scheetz (Treasurer) for a Budget 

Over Breakfast learning hour.  Ed will be 

available to discuss the 2019 Spending 

Plan in detail and answer any outstanding 

questions you might have for him.  The 

2019 Spending Plan will be available on 

Sunday, January 20 at the Welcome  

Center. 



Membership Updates for January 

 

Birthdays 

Mary Plautz (1), Carol Nicol, James Hassman (6), Joan Wuest (9), Nadine Johnson (10), 
Carl Beyerhelm (16), Quentin Sweeney (17), Rose Friedrich (22), Dorothy Wooldrik (24), 

Gregg Kruse (28), Darlene Chapman (30) 
 

Births 

Charlotte Kathryn Penick, born 12/2/2018; parents are Christian and Courtney 

Congregational Happenings 

Message from the Treasurer 

Ed Scheetz, Treasurer 

Our expenses without Solar and Lambo are tracking nicely. Our income is still a little behind budget. Hopefully 
our typical strong December giving will help close that gap.     
eGiving - we are down to a handfull of folks we still need to convert to the new eGiving system. Please help us 
finish this!     
Year-end - please have any last minute giving to the office by  10:00 a.m. on 12/31/18, so we can get it to the 
bank before they close.     
Thanks!!     

  Nov-18 YTD 2018 % BUDGET 
    %w/o 
Solar+Lambo 

Income      79,611        990,250  92% 86% 

Expense      79,137     1,153,425  109% 92% 

  Nov-17 YTD 2017 % BUDGET  

Income      95,370     1,015,255  97%  

Expense    112,844     1,062,594  102%  

Camp Sunday! 

January 13, 2019 
We welcome Jesse Klosterboer from Camp Ewalu (Strawberry Point, IA) to worship with us this morning! Jesse 
will bring greetings from Ewalu, help lead music during Worship, and get us excited for the summer of 2019! 
Younger elementary Sunday School students will have opening music with Jesse as well. Don’t forget about the 
summer All-Zion Retreat at Ewalu! This great, annual weekend is for anyone and everyone! As a church family 
we’ll take in God’s beautiful creation, worship together, relax, climb and explore, eat, and rest. Recharge, and 
find peace. More info coming soon about registration and official dates.  



Worship Happenings 
Worship Highlights for January 2019 
Epiphany of our Lord – January 6 
 Saturday 5:15 p.m., Sunday 8:15 a.m. & 10:45 a.m. 

 Congregational Meeting – 9:30 a.m. 

 
Baptism of our Lord – January 13 

 Saturday 5:15 p.m., Sunday 8:15 a.m. & 10:45 a.m. 

 Jesse Klosterboer – Associate Director of Camp Ewalu joins us in Worship and Sunday School 

 
2nd Sunday after Epiphany – January 20 

 Saturday 5:15 p.m., Sunday 8:15 a.m. & 10:45 a.m. 

 Guest Preacher – Rev. Ron Glusenkamp – Director of the ELCA’s Campaign: Always Being Made New 

 New Members join (8:15 a.m.) 

 
3rd Sunday after Epiphany – January 27 

 Saturday 5:15 p.m., Sunday 8:15 a.m. & 10:45 a.m. 

 
January Music News: 
Choir Rehearsals Resume! 

Bell Choir will rehearse on Tuesday, January 8, at 6:30 p.m. 

Cherub Choir (K-1) will begin rehearsals on Wednesday, January 9, at 5:30 p.m. 

Junior Choir (grades 2-6) will practice on Wednesday, January 9, at 6:00 p.m.  

Senior Choir will rehearse on Thursday, January 10, at 6:30 p.m. 

Zion Brass will start rehearsals on Thursday, January 10, at 8:00 p.m. 

Youth Choir will begin rehearsals on Sunday, January 13, at 10:15 a.m. 

Flute Choir will have its first practice on Tuesday, January 22, at 7:00 p.m.   

You are welcome to join any of these musical groups! 

 

Music Schedule for January 

Sunday, January 6..................................................................... Bell Choir 

Sunday, January 13........................................... Music from Camp Ewalu 

Sunday, January 20............................................ Senior Choir, Zion Brass 

Sunday, January 27.......................................... Junior Choir, Youth Choir 



JANUARY 2019 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 Office Closed 2 
6:30a Men’s Bible 
Study-Lost Boys 
 
6:30p Men’s Ministry 
Team 

3 
11:00a  
Communion @ 
Briarwood 
 
3:00p  
Communion@ 
Oaknoll 

4 All Zion Ski Trip 
 
 
7:00p  Jr. High 
Friday Fun Night 

5 
10:00a Meet & Greet 
w/Sr. Pastor  
Candidate 
5:15p Worship 

6 
 
8:15a  Worship 
9:30a Learning 
9:30a Congregational 
Meeting 
10:45a Worship 
 
 
 
 
 

7 
 
6:30 pm Youth & 
Family Team 
 
 
7:00p Prayer Group 

8 
 
10:00a Prayer Shawl 
Team 
 
1:00p Staff Meeting 
 
6:00p Mental Health 
Team 
6:30p Bell Choir 
6:30p Stewardship Team 
 

9 
6:30a Men’s Bible 
Study-Lost Boys 
8:30a Shalom 
9:00a Quilters 
 
5:00p Personnel 
5:30p Cherub Choir 
6:00p Jr. Choir 
6:30p Journeymen 
Bible Study 
6:45p Confirmation 

10 
 
1:00 LCM Cooking 
 
 
6:30p Senior Choir 
8:00p Brass 
 
 

11 
 
 
 

12  
 
8:00a Men’s Ministry 
Breakfast 
9:00a New Member 
Classes 
 
5:15p Worship 
 

13 Camp Sunday! 
8:15a  Worship 
9:30a Fellowship/
Learning 
9:30a Ministry Team 
Fair 
10:45a Worship 
 
 
4:00p Free Lunch 
Prep 
 

14 
 
9:30a Mom’s Meet-
Up 
11:00a Free Lunch 
 
7:00p Stephen  
Ministry 
 
 
 
 
 

15 
 
 
9:30a Gather Bible Study 
 
1:00p Staff Meeting 
6:30p Council 
6:30p Bell Choir 
 
 
 
 
 

16 
6:30a Men’s Bible 
Study-Lost Boys 
8:30a Shalom 
9:00a Quilters 
1:30p Afternoon Book 
Club 
2:00p Health & Caring 
Team 
 
5:30p Cherub Choir 
6:00p Jr. Choir 
6:45p Confirmation 

17 
 
 
 
 
6:30p Social  
Justice Team 
6:30p Senior Choir 
8:00p Brass  

18 
 
11:30a Prime 
Timers 
 
 

19 
 
 
5:15p Worship 
 
 

20  
 
8:15a  Worship 
9:30a Fellowship/
Learning 
10:45a Worship 
 
 
 
 

21 Office Closed 
 
11:30a Senior  
Singles 
 
6:30p Welcome 
Team @ Oaknoll 
6:45p Women’s 
Reading Group 
 
 

22 
 
 
1:00p Staff Meeting 
 
6:30p Bell Choir 
7:00p Flute Choir 

23 
6:30a Men’s Bible 
Study-Lost Boys 
8:30a Shalom 
9:00a Quilters 
 
 
5:30p Cherub Choir 
6:00p Jr. Choir 
6:30p Journeymen 
Bible Study 
6:45p Confirmation 

24 
 
 
 
 
6:30p Senior Choir 
8:00p Brass 

25 
 
 

26 
 
9:00a  Mental Health 
Breakfast 
 
5:15p Worship 

27 
 
8:15a  Worship 
9:30a Fellowship/
Learning 
9:30a Budget Over 
Breakfast 
10:45a Worship 

28 
 
9:30a Mom’s Meet-
Up 

29 
 
1:00p Staff Meeting 
 
6:30p Bell Choir 
7:00p Flute Choir 

30 
 
6:30a Men’s Bible 
Study-Lost Boys 
8:30a Shalom 
9:00a Quilters 
 
5:30p Cherub Choir 
6:00p Jr. Choir 
6:45p Confirmation 
 

31 
 
6:30p Senior Choir 
8:00p Brass 

  
 



Learning Happenings 

Adult Learning: January 

There will be no Adult Learning session on January 6, as there will be a congregational meeting at 9:30 am to 
vote on the recommended Senior Pastor candidate.  
 

January 13 | Between Services | Parish Hall 
Ministry Fair featuring Outreach teams and the Stewardship Committee.  

January 20 | Between Services | Room 6, Lower Level 
Mary Cohen and representatives from the Oakdale Correction Facility Prison Choir will do a presentation. 
 

January 27 | Between Services | Room 6, Lower Level 
Join Ed Scheetz (Treasurer) for a Budget Over Breakfast learning hour.  Ed will be available to discuss the 2019 
Spending Plan in detail and answer any outstanding questions you might have for him.  The 2019 Spending 
Plan will be available on Sunday, January 20 at the Welcome Center. 

Future Sunday Adult Learning Opportunities will include a series on Luke, two sessions about the parables of 
Jesus, and two sessions about Vivaldi by Charles Velte. The Lenten Book Study this year will be Music of  
Silence. Stay tuned for further details. 

 

Zion’s Wednesday Afternoon Book Club 
Wednesday, January 16 | 1:30 p.m. | Gathering Room 
Looking for a casual, small group, book club with a varied reading list? Join us in the lounge for conversa-
tion.  Reading of the book is encouraged but not required.  We generally meet on the 3rd Wednesday of the 
month, but may change a date due to scheduling conflicts.  (No refreshments are served.) 
 
January 16, 2019: Eleanor Oliphant Is Completely Fine: A Novel by Gail Honeyman 

February 20, 2019:  Bottomland: A Novel by Michelle Hoover 

March 20, 2019: The Extraordinary Life of Sam Hell: A Novel by Robert Dugoni 

April 17, 2019: The Address: A Novel by Fiona Davis 

 

Zion’s Evening Reading Group 
Monday, January 21 | 6:45 p.m. 
The book for January is My Name is Mary Sutter by Robin Oliveria. This book is a moving,  historical novel 
about a young Civil War midwife who dreams of becoming a surgeon. 

This year I will not cancel the meeting due to bad weather. So if the weather is frigid, the hardy ones will find 
me there. I am the discussion leader so I have no excuse to not be at Zion.  Follow Zion’s Winter Weather  
policy for extreme weather that might close Zion for the day. 

Everyone is welcome to attend whether you have read the book or not.  

February 18,2019: That Distant Land by Wendell Berry 

March 25, 2019:   Educated by Tara Westover 

April 29,2019:    Clementine by Sonia Purnell 

Questions: Mary Scamman  or  319-354-4583. 

https://www.amazon.com/Eleanor-Oliphant-Completely-Fine-Novel-ebook/dp/B01KGZVTOE/ref=sr_1_1?s=digital-text&ie=UTF8&qid=1539808669&sr=1-1&keywords=eleanor+oliphant
https://www.amazon.com/Bottomland-Novel-Murder-Franklin-Tennessee-ebook/dp/B00XLN2ELQ/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1545847574&sr=8-1&keywords=Bottomland%3A+A+Novel
https://www.amazon.com/Extraordinary-Life-Sam-Hell-Novel/dp/1503948978/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1545847605&sr=8-1&keywords=The+Extraordinary+Life+of+Sam+Hell%3A+A+Novel
https://www.amazon.com/Address-Novel-Fiona-Davis/dp/152474199X/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1545847641&sr=8-1&keywords=The+Address%3A+A+Novel
https://www.amazon.com/My-Name-Mary-Sutter-Novel/dp/0143119133/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1545143502&sr=8-1&keywords=My+Name+is+Mary+Sutter
https://www.amazon.com/That-Distant-Land-Collected-Stories/dp/159376054X/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1545847670&sr=8-1&keywords=That+Distant+Land
https://www.amazon.com/Educated-Memoir-Tara-Westover/dp/0399590501/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1545847696&sr=8-1&keywords=Educated
https://www.amazon.com/Clementine-Life-Mrs-Winston-Churchill/dp/0143128914/ref=sr_1_2?ie=UTF8&qid=1545847718&sr=8-2&keywords=Clementine
mailto:scammanM@mchsi.com


Learning Happenings 

Sunday School in Recess for Christmas  
We will resume our regular Sunday School schedule on January 6, 2019.   

 

Children’s Christmas Program 
Congratulations to all who participated in the Children’s Christmas Program on Sunday, December 9.  We are 
so proud of all our stars, angels, shepherds, and kings.  In addition, a special thank you to the 6th grade read-
ers, who did an excellent job telling the story.  Bravo! 

 

Grateful thanks to the cookie bakers and bringers, treat bag assemblers, costume wranglers, and stage crew 
who helped make this year’s program a success.  And, a sincere thank you to all the families and visitors who 
supported and encouraged the children and came to watch the program.  It was a truly heartwarming way to 
tell the story of Jesus’ birth. 

 

 

Milestone Ministry: 2nd Grade Bible Presentation &  

Workshops 
Bibles will be presented to children in second grade on Sunday, February 10 at the 8:15 a.m. worship service.  
In addition, 2nd graders and their parents are invited to attend two Bible workshops that will teach the kids 
how to navigate their way around the Bible while learning some fun and fascinating facts.  Bible workshops 
will be led by Karen Rietz and held during the Sunday School hour on February 10 and 17.  If you have a 2nd 
grade kiddo, you’ll be receiving more information very soon.  Questions?  Please contact Pam Cantrell.  
 

Zion Library News 
Zion’s library has some noteworthy books about refugees around the world. Check these titles out:  

Four Feet, Two Sandals by Karen Lynn Williams & Khadra Mohammed 
This all-ages book takes place in a refugee camp on the Afghanistan-Pakistan border. One day, relief workers 
bring used clothing to the camp. Lina, a young girl, finds one sandal that fits her foot perfectly, but she sees 
another girl, Feroza, with the matching sandal. The two girls decide to share the sandals instead of only wear-
ing one at a time. This story follows the girls through their everyday routines in the camp as they wait for their 
names to appear on a list for resettlement in America. This book shows the bravery and hope that refugee 
children hold, in a world with fear and uncertainty.  

Refugee  by Alan Gratz (a New York Times Bestseller) 
In this young adult novel, Gratz presents three connected stories about survival.  The stories follow three 
different young people whose families are forced to leave their homes due to war, unrest, and violence. All 
three children have to endure difficult journeys and face dangers. This novel presents themes of courage,  
survival, and refuge.  This book would help young people understand today’s refugee crisis. 

Rescuing Regina: the Battle to Save a Friend from Deportation and Death by Josephe Marie Flynn, SSND 
(Named a Wisconsin Writers Award Honorable Mention) 
This is a true story about Regina Bakala, a Congolese torture survivor and refugee, who received asylum and 
settled in the United States. After arrival, she was able to reunite with her husband and had two children in 
America. However, one night immigration agents stormed into her house and took her into custody. She was 
locked in prison and forced to await deportation, knowing that many failed asylum seekers who are sent back 
to the Congo are often murdered. The author tells the story about how her husband. a lawyer, a group of  
volunteers, and a nun organized a movement to save Regina. This is an intriguing story about a quest for  
justice within an unjust immigration system.  
 
~ Emilia Alejo Hummel 
       

 

mailto:pam@zionlutheran-ic.org?subject=2nd%20Grade%20Bible%20Workshop
https://www.amazon.com/Four-Feet-Sandals-Karen-Williams/dp/0802852963/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1545143724&sr=8-1&keywords=Four+Feet%2C+Two+Sandals
https://www.amazon.com/Refugee-Alan-Gratz/dp/0545880831/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1545143765&sr=8-1&keywords=Refugee
https://www.amazon.com/Rescuing-Regina-Battle-Friend-Deportation-ebook/dp/B005JWUFKO/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1545143793&sr=8-1&keywords=Rescuing+Regina%3A+the+Battle+to+Save+a+Friend+from+Deportation+and+Death


Mental Health Midwinter Breakfast 
Saturday, January 26 | 9 a.m. | Parish Hall 
Bring a friend, or just yourself to a relaxing, catered breakfast. 

 Meet the Mental Health Ministry Team members. Our 2019 focus is advocacy, 
 through developing relationships with affected people, and partnerships with  
 organizations that support people affected by mental illness. 

 Learn from NAMI Johnson County's Executive Director, Mary Issah, and Board President, Leslie Carpenter. 
 They'll  give a short presentation on NAMI’s advocacy work. 

 Enjoy a tasty catered breakfast made by our own Sherry Carpenter. 

 Participate in our conversation about developing Zion’s role in advocacy and share your story with our 
 team of caring and non-judgmental Zion members. 
No advanced registration is required for the Mental Health Midwinter Breakfast. 
 
 

Save the date for a presentation on Substance Abuse 

Saturday, March 2 | 9 a.m. | Parish Hall | Snacks Provided 

Our presenter is Ron Berg, CEO of Prelude Behavioral Services. Prelude operates treatment facilities in Des 
Moines and Iowa City which provide mental health services and substance abuse counseling and prevention 
services to more than 15,000 Iowans each year.  
 
Join us to learn about substance use disorders, how they affect families and communities, and resources for 
providing care. This presentation is sponsored by the Mental Health Ministry Team.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Shalom Spirituality Center | Cost: $140 
Register online or pick-up a form at the welcome center. 
 
The theme of this year’s women’s retreat beckons us to “embrace our story.”  With a strong emphasis on Bible 
study, we’ll explore some familiar stories of women in the midst of transformation: an angel at the door with a 
disturbing announcement; the pregnant Mary and Elizabeth sharing hopes and fears; Mary giving birth to Love 
in an unexpected place. Familiar? Yes, but with a twist. Annunciations we’ve experienced; our shared world of 
women’s wisdom; our giving birth to love.  Join us as we make these texts part of our own life  stories.  See 
you there! 
 

 

 

 

Learning Happenings 

https://onrealm.org/ZionLutheranIC/Registrations/Registrants/9a553b2b-70a6-4244-b2d0-a9b401060652?congregantView=True


Maggie Atkinson is your Go-To-Gal, if you’d like more info about youth events, OR to let her know that you’re 
able to attend!  Text/call 563.349.2313, email maggie@zionlutheran-ic.org  or send a carrier pigeon! 

 

Do you follow Zion? Maggie Atkinson (Instagram @zioniowacity) and Ann Roller (Facebook @ zioniowacity) 
help oversee Zion’s “social” presence! This is a fun way to stay connected with your church family throughout 
the week, to offer encouragement as well as being updated and kept in the loop!  
 

 

 

Zion Family Skip Trip | Sundown Mountain Resort 

Friday, January 4, 2019 | Departs Zion @ 8:00 a.m. | Arrive to Zion @ 6:00 p.m. 

Trip includes transportation on a chartered bus.  Other expenses are “as needed.”  Consult the brochure at the 
Welcome Center.  You can bring your own equipment or rent equipment from Sundown Mountain Resort.  
Direct any questions to Shawn Livingston or Maggie Atkinson . 
 

Jr. High Friday Fun Night 

Friday, January 4 | 7:00-9:00 p.m. | Parish Hall 

It’s “Marshmallow Mayhem” tonight! Bring your friends, a snack to share, and your game-face! This will be a 
night of playing, crafting, and eating…you guessed it…. Marshmallows!!!  

 

Confirmation Program 

January 9, 16, 23, 30 | 6:45-8:00 p.m. | Parish Hall 

Happy New Year! Confirmation is back in full swing! This month we’ll dive into the topics of Communion,  
Stewardship of Money, and the Intro to Judaism & Islam. MENTORS will join our conversation on January 16, 
and PARENTS will be with us January 23. Don’t forget your offering, Bible, and Small Catechism. See you soon!  

 

ConFEST 
Sunday, February 10 | Muscatine, IA 

As a group, we’re going to ConFEST! This fun afternoon will be full of games, meeting other Lutheran  
Confirmation Youth from eastern Iowa, having bible study and Worship together, and LOTS of pizza! Mark your 
calendar now! 

 

Camp Sunday! 
January 13 | All Morning 

Wear your favorite Summer Camp t-shirt and/or “summer attire”! It’s a great day to celebrate Outdoor  
Ministries.  
 
 

High School Youth Group 
Monday January 21 | Late Morning 

We’re headed to the movies today! Bring your friends to go see Mary Poppins Returns! 
 
 

Annual Super Bowl Party 
Sunday, February 3 | Evening 

Location: Pending:-) 
  
 

Youth and Family Happenings 
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Mom’s Meet-Up 
January 14 & 28 | 9:30 a.m. 
Meet at Zion in the Gathering Room. All stay at home parents/caregivers welcomed.  Bring your kiddo if they 
are still home with you. If they’ve gone off to school on Monday, come on your own. 
Snacks for kiddos & coffee for grownups provided.  Contact: Mary Merulla.  

Men's Ministry Breakfast 
Saturday,  January 12 | 8:00 a.m.  

Bring a friend and meet for conversation and fellowship at Zion in the lower level, Gathering Room. 
 

Prime Timers 
Prime Timers currently does not have a leader to schedule events for 2019.  If you are interested in coordi-
nating Prime Timers, please call the church office (319-338-0944) or email Shannon. 
 

Senior Singles 
Monday,  January 21 | 11:30 a.m. 
Join fellow Senior Singles for lunch and fellowship at Applebee’s in Coralville. 
 

New Member Class in January   

Interested in learning more about Zion membership and what that means?  Come to the New Member class 
on Saturday, January 12, 2019 from 9am – Noon. New members will be received on Sunday, January 20, 2019.  
Class overview:   

 Worship – Why we do what we do 

 On Being Lutheran – Bible & Theology 

 Stewardship – What does it mean to belong to the ministry of Zion 

 Engagement – Opportunities to connect, serve & grow 

 Conclusion – What to expect as New Member 
Please register for the class by contacting the office (319-338-0944) or Mary Merulla.  
 

Social Justice Team to hold One-on-One Conversations 
Zion’s Social Justice team will be holding "One-on-One Conversations" with fellow Zion Members in early 2019. 
The purpose of these interviews is to get to know our fellow parishioners better. What events in their lives 
have shaped them? What social justice issues are most important to them? What’s happening in our region 
that concerns them as Christians? 

  

The stories shared will be confidential. However, the concerns you raise will be shared in anonymity with the 
Social Justice Team. Later, the Team will share a summary of Zion members' concerns with JCIC (Johnson 
County Interfaith Coalition), which will be combined with issues of concern from other faith communities. The 
combined result will be used to guide JCIC's future advocacy and non-partisan civic engagement activities.  
Zion will be mailing postcards out to invite our members to be interviewed. If you'd like to share your views 
with the Social Justice Team, but don't receive a postcard, we'll have a sign-up sheet at the Welcome Center in 
late January.  Everyone is invited to participate to share their experiences and views. 
  

Eventually, our Social Justice Team will also have One-on-One Conversations with members of New Creations 
International Church and the Kingdom Center Church so that we can learn each other’s stories and concerns. 

Family and Social Events 
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Contact Us  

Office Hours:  

Monday-Thursday   

9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.  

Friday:  

 9:00 a.m.-Noon  

Tel: 319-338-0944   

Email: office@zionlutheran-ic.org 

Website: www.zionlutheran-ic.org 

 

Zion Lutheran Church 

310 N. Johnson Street 

Iowa City, Iowa  52245 

http://www.facebook.com/zioniowacity 

http://www.instagram.com/zioniowacity 

Ministers 
All Members 

 
Council  
Ken Fate, President 
Diane Baumbach, Vice President 
Katie Martin, Secretary 
Ed Scheetz, Treasurer 
Phyllis Chang 
Amy Little 
Steve Panther 
Jeff Samuelson 
Eldon Snyder 
 
Pastor 
Duane Miller, Interim Senior Pastor 
Jennifer Lutz, Associate Pastor 
 

Zion is a Reconciling in Christ Congregation 
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