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Trumpet Newsletter of Zion Lutheran Church, Iowa City November 2018 

Mental Health Ministries Invites You! 
Dr. Judith Crossett presents: Aging is natural: when is it not 
healthy? 
Saturday, Nov. 3 | 9:00 a.m. | Parish Hall  

Dr. Judith Crossett, Clinical Professor of Psychiatry at the University of Iowa, will give 
a presentation and answer questions on how to distinguish natural signs of aging 
from signs of mental illness. If you or a loved one has concerns about the aging  
process, please join us.  Breakfast snacks & coffee are provided. 

 

Alternative Christmas Market 
Sunday, November 18 | Between Services 
Celebrating more than a decade of generously sharing Alternative and  
fair-trade holiday gifts for the benefit of people in need. 

 

On Sunday, November 18, you are once again invited to browse 
Zion’s Alternative Christmas Market for unique and meaningful 
holiday gifts for the special people on your holiday gift list. You 
will find gifts that not only please the receiver, but help others 
in need here in Iowa City and around the world. 

 

Choose “virtual” gifts by selecting items from our shopping  
brochure of local, national and international charities.   
Purchasing these gifts will help others and spread the gospel of 
love and caring. 

For each gift purchased from the brochure you will receive a gift tag to present to the 
recipient of your gift. Brochures will be available Sunday, November 11, as well as at 
the Alternative Christmas Market on the 18th. All brochure purchases will be  
credited to your Zion giving statement. 

You will have an opportunity to bid on mouth-watering, homemade holiday treats at 
the always-popular Holiday Sweet & Savory Silent Auction. All proceeds this year will 
be used to furnish a unit in Shelter House’s Cross Park Place, currently under  
construction, that will provide housing for chronically homeless individuals in our 
community. 

The International Women’s Club Artisans will offer again this year a variety of crafts 
for purchase as well. 

We encourage you to mark your calendars for the Sunday before Thanksgiving,  
November 18, and join in the fun between services in ParishHall! There will be live 
holiday piano music, a scrumptious selection of holiday goodies to enjoy with coffee, 
and an opportunity for you to select your first gifts of this holiday season – gifts that 
will benefit those in need in our neighborhood, community, and throughout the  
developing world. 

Program Staff: 

 Mary Merulla 

mary@zionlutheran-ic.org 

 Maggie Atkinson 

maggie@zionlutheran-ic.org 

 Pam Cantrell  

pam@zionlutheran-ic.org 

 Melanie Sigafoose 

melaniesigafoose@gmail.com 

 Marlys Boote 

marlys@zionlutheran-ic.org 



In early September, I used some continuing education time and money to attend the National Training  
Conference of the National Association of Parliamentarians (NAP) in Buffalo, NY. I did this to earn some of the 
necessary Continuing Education Units to retain my credential as a Registered Parliamentarian with that associa-
tion. 
 
I sometimes get the question, “how did you come to be Registered Parliamentarian”? I always had interest in 
parliamentary procedure. I grew up not far from the state capitol building in Lansing, Michigan, and a neighbor 
was our state representative for a couple years. He showed me around the place a time or two, and I became 
interested in how the legislature processed its business. 
 
Fast forward to the years shortly after my ordination in 1979, when I started attending synod conventions 
(that’s what they were called in the Lutheran Church in America).  Roberts’ Rules of Order were the parliamen-
tary authority, and I decided that if I was ever going to make a meaningful contribution at a synod convention,  
I needed to understand those rules. 
 
And so, I bought a copy of the current edition of Robert’s Rules of Order, Newly Revised, and I read that there 
was such a thing as a professional parliamentarian. I later learned that there are a couple of organizations 
whose mission is to train and issue credentials to parliamentarians. I also enjoyed studying parliamentary  
procedure. 
 
To make a long story short, I took the examination to become a Registered Parliamentarian back in the early 
90’s.  The NAP started requiring continuing education to retain that credential a few years ago. 
 
I’ve hung onto the credential not for its own sake, but because it has equipped me to serve the church in  
several ways.  On the congregational level, I give parliamentary advice when requested by a congregational 
President at congregational meetings or council meetings. On the synod level, I’ve served as parliamentarian at 
several Synod Assemblies (that’s what the ELCA calls them now). Up until recently, I’ve focused on helping my 
congregations revise their governing documents (and most of them need an update). 
 
I’ve shifted my focus in recent years from working with congregations to update their governing documents to 
a focus on giving more thought to how they are governed to begin with. I’ll tell you the story of how I became 
interested in non-profit governance another time. 
 
The point I want to leave you with is that sometimes we need to change our focus.  This is true of us as individ-
uals, and it’s certainly true of congregations. I’m encouraging all the congregations I work with, including Zion, 
to focus on needs in the community as well as internal maintenance, and to focus on ministry partnerships  
instead of power relationships. I truly believe those are the things that make for healthy congregations. 
 
In Christ, 
Duane E. Miller 
Interim Senior Pastor 
 
 

From the Interim Pastor 



This past January White Supremacist fliers showed up on driveways in the Wetherby Park neighborhood of  
Iowa City.  The fliers were one of a string of racist behaviors in our community:  a racist note tacked to the door 
of a Sudanese-American family’s front door, pro-white stickers placed around the pedestrian mall during the 
Women’s March, a local business owner charged with harassment of a person of color, a racial slur on a sign in 
a local park and on the University’s campus.  In February, this prompted the forming of the Johnson County 
Interfaith Coalition (JCIC). Under the leadership of Pastor Tony Smith of New Creations International Church, 
sixteen congregations and community organizations, including Zion, have banded together to promote racial 
justice in our community.   

 

JCIC is part of the Gamaliel Network whose mission is to train community and faith leaders to build political 
power and run influential advocacy and non-partisan civic engagement campaigns.  With the help of a sister 
organization, the Quad City Interfaith Council, the JCIC has been busy over these last nine months getting  
established.  Listed below are JCIC’s main efforts to date: 

  

Building Relationships 
 Leaders of JCIC have been in conversation with our civic leaders and police. 
 Relationships are being forged with other advocacy groups in Iowa City that are working towards the same 

goals. 
 Connections between faith leaders within JCIC are strengthening as we get to know each other and work 

together on this effort.   
 
One on One Conversations 
 Zion’s Social Justice team, along with the teams from other congregations, is being trained to have conver-

sations within our congregations. 
 The purpose of these interviews is to learn about our fellow parishioners: what events have shaped them, 

what is their self-interest to ensure that all people get justice, and what’s happening in our region that  
concerns them. 

 The stories shared will be confidential between you and the person with whom you speak.  However, the 
concerns you raise will be shared in anonymity with the JCIC organization to help focus our work. 

 Eventually our Social Justice team will have these conversations with members of New Creations Interna-
tional Church and the Kingdom Center Church so that we can learn each other’s stories and concerns. 

 
Legal Avenues 
 JCIC is exploring hate crime legislation on the city level with the help of students from the Iowa Legal Clinic. 
 In an effort to get more input from JCIC member organizations and the broader community, JCIC soon will 

be conducting a survey on hate crimes and hate speech.  All those 18 years and up will be encouraged to 
participate in the survey. 

 
Learning and Discussion on Sunday Mornings – December 2 & 16 
 Zion’s Social Justice Team will be leading us in a study and discussion on what the ELCA has to say about 

race and inequality through the ELCA’s Social Statement: Race, Ethnicity, and Culture. 
 
Director 
 Thus far, the work of JCIC has been done completely by volunteers with limited time and other commit-

ments.  Currently JCIC is seeking grants to help fund a community organizer for the next one to two years 
to help get our organization on its feet and to make a greater impact in our community. 

 
JCIC has come a long way in 2018.  Although much of the work thus far has been behind the scenes, the hope is 
that we are building a strong foundation and deep relationships so that we can bring people of diverse  
backgrounds together to work for change.  I encourage you to say, “Yes!” when someone asks if they can have 
a one-on-one conversation with you.  And I encourage you to fill out the survey (when it’s released) and  
participate in the Sunday Learning Discussions.  Through JCIC we have a wonderful opportunity to move  
outside our walls and walk beside our neighbors as we together seek justice for all. 

 

-Pastor Lutz 

This Present Moment 



Message from the Treasurer 

Ed Scheetz, Treasurer 

As we wind down the church year, our expenses are 

following the budget nicely, but our income has fallen 

behind budget.  Hopefully we will recover some of that 

as we finish the church year.     

Remember - we are hoping to get more families logged 

into Realm so you can review your profile, use email 

groups for communications and review your Giving 

report.  

Congregational Happenings 

Council met on October 16.  Following devotions 
by Pastor Miller we had several guests present to 
the Council.  Our first guests were co-chairs of the 
Equip Ministry Mission Team.  Sally Leme and 
Gene Knutson shared information with Council as 
to their efforts.  This team also included Cindy 
Abrams, Wendy Berg, Steve Martin, and Jenni  
Stacy-Adams.  A concrete recommendation was 
that Council adopt the Ministry Team Struc-
ture.  Council approved that structure which  
covers six coordinating areas: Congregational Life, 
Worship, Outreach, Health and Caring, Youth and 
Family and Learning.  The charts shared illustrate 
the links between Council, staff, and volunteer 
participation.  A concrete recommendation was 
also made for a staff member to take a lead role in 
volunteer recruitment and coordination.  The 
Council was supportive of this idea and will discuss 
this further as to how it may be handled. Thank 
you to this entire team for your exemplary work. 

Chris Harris of the Personnel Committee was pre-
sent to share updates on full-time staff bene-
fits.  Different plans have been researched by the 
committee from Portico.  The Silver Plan was com-
pared with the Gold Plan.  Costs would be higher 
to Zion for Silver than Gold given the health sav-
ings accounts donations that would exist.  Thus, it 
was decided to offer the Gold plan as an op-
tion.  Since two employees have been receiving a 
stipend recently they and only they will be al-
lowed to be grandfathered into that option each 
sign up period.  It meets their needs and costs the 
church significantly less. This does address the 
inequity that existed since they have been offered 
the same plan as the third employee.  Thank you 
Chris Harris and the Personnel Team for your  
ongoing efforts for our staff. 

Jean Berge and Shannon Esmann shared financial 
reporting information with the Council.  The new 
reporting document of our financial status uses 
the REALM program and is very detailed.  Jean 
took us through this packet of information ex-
plaining the accounting principles.  Jean and Shan-
non have also been engaged in an auditing of the 
balance sheet internally as we have moved from 
our former computer program to the new REALM 
program.  It has been  recommended by Finance 
Committee that a second internal audit be done in 

Message from Council 
Ken Fate, Council President 

2020 of the year 2019 and then in 2021 an external 
audit be completed.  Jean Berg has volunteered 
countless hours in her work for the church on this 
project and we thank her for her efforts this year. 

A committee was formed to address the review of 
Pastor Miller’s work at Zion.  Ken Fate, Amy Little and 
Phyllis Chang will work on this.  The Personnel  
Committee is finalizing approval of the document to 
be used for this review process.  Council also ap-
proved an extension for the continued interim of  
Pastor Miller until our new pastor is called. 

Council will proceed soon with nominations for the 
new Council members.  Outgoing Council members 
will be serving as the nominating committee.  They 
will continue to seek input from the congregation for 
recommendations for candidates as was done last 
year.  It was recommended that those who choose to 
nominate someone inform the nominee that they are 
doing so to make sure they are interested. 

The Music Ministry Team is still forming and Pastor 
Miller will lead the team.  Interims who are serving 
will continue to do so until May so we are needing to 
move forward with this as soon as possible. 

Coffee with Council October 28 in the choir section of 
the Nave.  It was recommended that we ask for ques-
tions ahead of time this round to facilitate discussion 
and involvement. 

  Sep-18 YTD 2018 % BUDGET 
    %w/o 
Solar+Lambo 

Income      86,135       808,487  75% 69% 

Expense      99,341       981,288  92% 76% 

  Sep-17 YTD 2017 % BUDGET  

Income      95,314       613,542  80%  

Expense      92,335       660,778  81%  



Membership Updates 

 

Birthdates 

Barbara Jons (6), Edna Stone (14), Curt Wuest (15), Louise Kruse (19), Michael Hazell (21), Janet Suchomel (21), 
Warren Boe (22), Cal VanLoh (23), Ada Crow (26), Nancy Kienzle (30)  

 

Baptisms 

Noah James Mundell; parents are Tim and Janet (10/7) 
Meira Rae Criswell; parents are Tom and Lana (10/14) 

William Arthur Hanrahan; parents are Jordan and Elizabeth (10/28) 
 

Deaths 

Leona Buchmayer (10/19) 
 

Worship Happenings 
 

Worship Highlights for November 2018 
 

All Saints – November 4 
 Saturday 5:15 p.m., Sunday 8:15 a.m. & 10:45 a.m. 

 Daylight Savings Time Observed 

 Remembrance of Those Who Have Died 
 

25th Sunday after Pentecost – November 11 
   Saturday 5:15 p.m., Sunday 8:15 a.m. & 10:45 a.m. 
 

26th Sunday after Pentecost – November 18 
 Saturday 5:15 p.m., Sunday 8:15 a.m. & 10:45 a.m. 

 Alternative Christmas Market between Sunday services 
 

Christ the King – November 25 
 Saturday 5:15 p.m., Sunday 8:15 a.m. & 10:45 a.m. 

 Advent Intergenerational Fair 

Christmas Worship Planning Guide: 

Sunday, December 23       10:00 a.m. ONLY 

Monday, December 24 (Christmas Eve) 5:00 p.m., 7:00 p.m., 10:00 p.m. 
Tuesday, December 25 (Christmas Day) 10:00 a.m. 
Sunday, December 30       10:00 a.m. ONLY 



Worship Happenings 

Music Notes 
November and December Music in  

Worship Participation: 
Nov. 4 .............. Youth Choir (both services), Cherub Choir at 10:45 
a.m. 
Nov. 11 ............ Junior Choir, Flute Choir 
Nov. 18 ............ Bell Choir, Kleiner Chor 
Nov. 25 ............ Senior Choir, Zion Brass  
Dec. 2 ............... Cherub Choir at 10:45 
Dec. 9 ............... Senior Choir, Bell Choir 
Dec. 16 ............. Advent Band 
 
If you want to be a part of Zion’s music program, contact Marlys Boote (marlys@zionlutheran-ic.org) or  
Melanie Sigafoose (melaniesigafoose@gmail.com). 

 
 

Benefit Concert for Hospice 
Zion’s Flute Choir and Brass Ensemble will join Court Hill Winds to present a concert on Sunday, November 4 at 
2:00p.m. Selections will include works composed by Mozart, Strauss, Dvorak, Elgar, Joplin, Sweelinck, Cohen 
and Arnold. A free-will offering will benefit the Bird House (a.k.a. Hospice Home of Johnson County). 

 
 

Annual Lessons and Carols Service 
Mark your calendars now to join with Zion's music ensembles in a Service of Lessons and Carols on Sunday, 
December 2, at 4:00 p.m. This beautiful event follows nine traditional scripture readings tracing history from 
the fall of humankind to the promise and birth of Christ and the witness of the shepherds and the Magi.  
Interwoven are congregational carols old and new, and choral music especially suited for the occasion. 

 

 
 

mailto:marlys@zionlutheran-ic.org
mailto:melaniesigafoose@gmail.com


Engaging Your Community 

Hospitality 
noun hos·pi·tal·i·ty \ h̩äs-pə-ˈta-lə-tē\  

-Generous and friendly treatment of visitors and guests : hospitable treatment 

Embodying Jesus’ radical hospitality, we are called to be welcoming and inclusive.   

We can show hospitality when we … 

 choose to show up and converse on Sundays 

 participate as a greeter on the Greeter Ministry Team 

 help serve during coffee fellowship 

Contact Mary Merulla to learn more. 

 

Engage as a Volunteer 
Sunday morning worship services are supported by 20 -24 volunteers.  Communion assistants, ushers, worship 
coordinators, sacrament coordinators, readers, prayers of the people, greeters, coffee hour hosts … volunteers 
hold the morning together.  

We’re not asking anyone to do something every Sunday – once a quarter, more or less, as often as you’d like. 
It’s a great start to building connection with others. We need more volunteers in a variety of ways, so contact 
Mary Merulla if you’re ready to learn more.  

  

Opportunities to Invite Friends  
 Alternative Christmas Market - Consider bringing a friend or neighbor to this high energy, signature event 

on Sunday, November 18.  The Alternative Christmas Market raises well over $10,000 annually for local 
and global mission work.   

 Lessons & Carols - Zion’s music ministry is often cited as a primary draw for people to worship at Zion.   
Invite someone to Lessons & Carols on Sunday, December 2. This wonderful service of music and the Word 
is a lovely way to introduce someone to Zion.     

 A Chance to Give Back to the Musicians of Zion  
So many of us are drawn closer in our faith through the music of the Zion’s wonderfully gifted organists, choirs, 
brass, bell and flute choirs.  On Sunday, December 2 @ 4:00 p.m., they will once again be performing the  
beautiful long standing traditional Lessons and Carols.  

Hosts are needed to continue the traditional cookie and wassail reception held after Lessons and Carols. This is 
a simple way to serve with a very low time commitment and is enjoyed by all. If you are interested, please 
contact the Zion office at 338-0944 or office@zionlutheran-ic.org.    

mailto:office@zionlutheran-ic.org


NOVEMBER 2018 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 
 
 
 
6:30p Senior Choir 
8:00p Brass  

2 
 
 
 
7:00p Jr. High Fun 
Night 

3 
 
 
5:15p Worship 

4  
 
8:15a  Worship 
9:30a Fellowship 
10:45a Worship 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5 
 
9:30a Mom’s Meet-
Up 
 
 

6 
 
1:00p Staff Meeting 
6:00p Mental Health 
Team 
6:30p Bell Choir 
 
7:00p Flute Choir 

7 
6:30a Men’s Bible 
Study-Lost Boys 
8:30a Shalom 
9:00a Quilters 
 
5:30p Cherub Choir 
6:00p Junior Choir 
6:30p Men’s Ministry 
Team 
6:45p Confirmation 

8 
 
 
 
 
 
6:30p Senior Choir 
8:00p Brass  

9 
 
 

10 Zion to Kinnick 
 
8:00a Men’s Ministry 
Breakfast 
 
 
 
5:15p Worship 
 

11  
8:15a  Worship 
9:30a Fellowship/
Learning 
9:30a Technology Fair 
10:45a Worship 
 
 
 
4:00p Free Lunch Prep 
 

12 
 
 
11:00a Free Lunch 
 
7:00p Stephen  
Ministry 
 
 
 
 
 

13 
 
10:00a Prayer Shawl 
Team 
 
1:00p Staff Meeting 
 
 
6:30p Bell Choir 
6:30p Stewardship Team 
 
7:00p Flute Choir 

14 
6:30a Men’s Bible 
Study-Lost Boys 
8:30a Shalom 
9:00a Quilters 
 
5:30p Cherub Choir 
6:00p Junior Choir 
6:30p Journeymen 
Bible Study 
6:45p Confirmation  
 

15 
 
 
 
 
 
6:30p Senior Choir 
8:00p Brass  

16 
 
11:30a Prime 
Timers 
 
 

17 
 
 
 
5:15p Worship 
 
 

18  
 
8:15a  Worship 
9:30a Fellowship/
Alternative Christmas-
Market 
 
10:45a Worship 
 
6:45p HS Youth Group  
 

19 
9:30a Mom’s Meet-
Up 
11:30a Senior  
Singles 
 
6:30p Welcome 
Team @ Oaknoll 
6:45p Women’s 
Reading Group 
7:00p Prayer Group 

20 
 
9:30a Gather Bible Study 
 
1:00p Staff Meeting 
6:30p Council 
6:30p Bell Choir 
7:00p Flute Choir 

21 
6:30a Men’s Bible 
Study-Lost Boys 
8:30a Shalom 
9:00a Quilters 
 
1:30p Afternoon Book 
Club 
 

22 Thanksgiving/
Office Closed 
 
 
 

23 Office Closed 
 
 
 

24 
 
 

 
5:15p Worship 

25 
 
8:15a  Worship 
9:30a Fellowship/
Advent Fair 
 
10:45a Worship 

26 
 

27 
 
1:00p Staff Meeting 
6:30p Bell Choir 
7:00p Flute Choir 
 

28 
 
6:30a Men’s Bible 
Study-Lost Boys 
8:30a Shalom 
9:00a Quilters 
 
5:30p Cherub Choir 
6:00p Junior Choir 
6:30p Journeymen 
Bible Study 

29 
 
 

30  



Learning Happenings 

Adult Learning Opportunities for November 2018 
Join in the Gathering Room, Lower Level | 9:30 a.m. 

Nov. 4 & 11:  ELCA’s Social Message on the Body of Christ and 
Mental Illness, a 2-part series 
Sunday, Nov. 4  
The 1st session will address the ELCA’s Social Message on Mental Illness. As the Body of Christ, we are chal-
lenged to acknowledge the needs of mentally ill people and to claim responsibility for their support, encour-
agement, and care. 

Sunday, Nov. 11  
The 2nd session will discuss Zion’s response to this call to action for communities of faith. What creative re-
sponses and solutions should we undertake? What community partnerships can we strengthen to improve 
the lives of mentally ill people in our community? 

Advent Fair 
Sunday, November 25 | 9:30 a.m. 
Advent (from the Latin word adventus, meaning “coming”) is a time of anticipation, hope, and joy as we wait 
and prepare our hearts for the birth of Jesus.  On Sunday, November 25, the annual Advent Fair will be held in 
the Parish Hall during the learning hour, 9:30-10:30 a.m.  All ages are welcome to participate in the festivities!  
We’ll gather together to take part in crafts and activities that will help us learn more about Advent and pre-
pare us for the coming of Christ.  Of course, there will be food and fellowship, too.  Come join us! 
 
Volunteers are always needed.  If you would like to help, please contact Pam Cantrell. 
  

Save the Date: Children’s Christmas Program 
Sunday, December 9 | 9:45 a.m. 

 

The coming of Christmas brings good news of great joy!  Join us Sunday, December 9 at 9:45 a.m. in the  
Nave as we recount the birth of Jesus through story and song.  Sunday School children of all ages are encour-
aged to participate.  Grown-ups of all ages are invited to volunteer.  To learn how you can help, please contact 
Pam Cantrell, pam@zionlutheran-ic.org. 
  

Communion Instruction  
November 8 & 15 | 6:15 p.m.-7:30 p.m. 
Youth who are 10 years old and/or in 4th grade and have not yet received communion, are invited to attend 
communion instruction with their parents.  This is a special time for our youth as they explore the sacrament 
of Holy Communion.  Pastor Lutz will be leading the sessions, which are offered twice each year.  If you and 
your 4th grader are unable to attend instruction this fall, a class will be offered in the spring of 2019.  
Please register by contacting Pam Cantrell at (319) 569-1970. 
 

 



Learning Happenings 

Zion Library News: Lila 

Among the many fine works of adult fiction in Zion’s library are the three volumes of Marilynne Robinson’s 
Gilead trilogy.  These include: Home (2004), Gilead (2008) and Lila (2014).  The story lines of all three are  
intermixed in time and because each emphasizes the experiences of different characters, they can be read in 
any order without the reader feeling they have missed something.  They all take place in the fictional town of 
Gilead, Iowa, over a period of nearly a century, from the Civil War into the 1950s.  

Lila is the story of the felicitous marriage between a young woman with a harsh past and John Ames the aging 
widower minister who is the main character of Gilead.  Lila at age four is stolen from her neglectful parents by 
a kindly but tough woman named Doll.  Doll joins a group of itinerant farm workers and fiercely protects and 
provides for Lila as the group moves from job to job around the Midwest.  But when the hard times of the  
Depression begin, the group disbands leaving Doll and Lila struggling to survive.  After Doll is arrested for  
killing a man, Lila, now a teenager, is on her own.  She drifts to St Louis and works for a time in a house of vice 
before she leaves and wanders to Gilead where she takes shelter in Reverend Ames’ church during a rain 
storm.  Thus, begins their unlikely love story.   

As in the other books in the trilogy, this one has a strong spiritual aspect. As Lila begins learning about  
Christianity she faces difficult questions.  She is particularly troubled by the idea of heaven being a place 
where some people we care about may not be accepted.  Reverend Ames - who is surely one of literature’s 
gentlest characters - has a knack for reassuring her with his wisdom and strong faith despite uncertainty.  The 
book is not a light reading romance but is worth the effort it requires.                

  - Rick Brenner           

 

Zion’s Evening Reading Group 
Monday, November 12 | 6:45 p.m. 
The book for November is Varina by Charles Frazier.  In his powerful new novel, Charles Frazier returns to the 
time and place of Cold Mountain, vividly bringing to life the chaos and devastation of the Civil War.  With her 
marriage prospects limited, teenage Varina Howell agrees to wed the much-older widower Jefferson Davis, 
with whom she expects the secure life of a Mississippi landowner. Intimate in its detailed observations of one 
woman’s tragic life and epic in its scope and power, Varina is a novel of an American war and its aftermath. 
Ultimately, the book is a portrait of a woman who comes to realize that complicity carries consequences. 

 

We meet for coffee and light snacks followed by the book discussion. We finish before 8:00 p.m.. Come even 
if you have not read the book. There will be lots of good discussion. 

 

We will not meet in December. The book for January My Name is Mary Sutter by Robin Oliveira. 

Zion’s Wednesday Afternoon Book Group  
Wednesday, November 28 | 1:30 p.m. | Gathering Room 
Join us for conversation.  Reading of the book is encouraged but not required.  We generally meet on the 3rd 

Wednesday of the month at 1:30 p.m. We may change a date due to scheduling conflicts.  (No refreshments 

are served.) 

November 28th – Note date change – About the Night by Anat Talshir 

No December meeting 

We are seeking suggestions for future reads, perhaps a classic for January. Contact Sue Schmidt with  

suggestions. 

  

https://www.amazon.com/Varina-Novel-Charles-Frazier/dp/0062405985/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1540573248&sr=8-1&keywords=Varina
https://www.amazon.com/My-Name-Mary-Sutter-Novel/dp/0143119133/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1540573298&sr=8-1&keywords=My+Name+is+Mary+Sutter
https://www.amazon.com/About-Night-Anat-Talshir/dp/1503936031/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1532631963&sr=1-1&keywords=About+the+Night
mailto:sbdschmidt@gmail.com


Maggie Atkinson is your Go-To-Gal, if you’d like more info about youth events, OR to let her know that you’re 
able to attend!  Text/call 563.349.2313, email maggie@zionlutheran-ic.org  or send a carrier pigeon! 

 

Do you follow Zion? Maggie Atkinson (Instagram @zioniowacity) and Ann Roller (Facebook @ zioniowacity) 
help oversee Zion’s “social” presence! This is a fun way to stay connected with your church family throughout 
the week, to offer encouragement as well as being updated and kept in the loop!  
 

 

Jr High Friday Fun Night 

Friday, November 2 | 7:00-9:00 p.m. | Parish Hall 

Calling all Jr High students + Friends! Bring a snack to share and your (slight) competitive edge, because we’re 
having a Game Night Tournament! 
 

Confirmation Class 

Wednesday’s, November  7, 14, 28 | 6:45 p.m.  

(Note: No regular class on Nov 21.) 

  

 “How Does This Work?” Technology Fair 

Sunday, November 11 | 9:30-10:30 a.m. | Parish Hall 

Zion’s High School youth! We’re hosting this Tech Fair for the other members of the church, to help them  
figure out how to use their devices!  

 

High School Youth Group 

Sunday, November 18 | 6:45-8:30 p.m. | High School Youth Room 

We’re making fleece Tie-blankets for local families in need, having an ice cream sundae bar, and praying about 
our week ahead! Bring friends, and your favorite ice cream topping to share! 

 

BIG ANNOUNCEMENT!!!  2019 Summer Mission trips  

JUNIOR HIGH to West Chicago, IL: “en esto juntos!” 

Thursday June 6- Sunday June 9 

For current 7th-8th graders. 
Registration per person $50. 
 

HIGH SCHOOL to Denver, CO: “Serve Boldly!” 

Saturday June 29- Friday July 5 

For current 8th-12th graders. 
Registration per person $100. 
 
For each trip: Registration deposits due no later than Nov 25th . Checks can be made out to Zion, memo line: 
2019 Summer Mission Trip. (Non-refundable after January 1st) 

 
 

Youth and Family Happenings 
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A big THANK YOU goes out to the Zion community, including staff, for hosting another successful Pork, Kraut & 
Pie, Oh My! dinner. This event creates such a feeling of fellowship for the Zion members who work to prepare 
and serve the food, wait on our guests and share a meal with invited friends, family and co-workers. Watch for 
a future update regarding the dollar amount provided to the ELCA water project and the Shelter House low-
barrier winter emergency housing project.   
 

 

Mom’s Meet-Up 
November 5 & 19 | 9:30 a.m. 
Meet at Zion in the Gathering Room. All stay at home parents/caregivers welcomed.  Bring your kiddo if they 
are still home with you. If they’ve gone off to school on Monday, come on your own. 

Snacks for kiddos & coffee for grownups provided.  Contact: Mary Merulla.  

“How Does This Work?” Technology Fair 
Sunday,  November 11 | 9:30-10:30 a.m. | Parish Hall 
Have a question about social media? How to use your tablet or smart phone? How to figure out your email or 
voicemail? BRING YOUR DEVICE TO ZION on Nov 11th. Zion’s High School youth are hosting this event and 
would love to help walk you through your tech-questions! We’ll have tables set up in Parish Hall. Please join 
us! 

Men's Ministry Breakfast 
Saturday,  November 10 | 8:00 a.m.  

Bring a friend and meet for conversation and fellowship at Zion in the lower level, Gathering Room. 
 

Prime Timers 
Friday, November 16| 11:30 a.m. 
Join the Prime Timers a the Olive Garden in Coralville for lunch and fellowship. 

 

Senior Singles 
Monday,  November 19 | 11:30 a.m. 
Join fellow Senior Singles for lunch and fellowship at Kalona Brewing Company in Kalona.  If you would like to 
carpool, meet in the SW corner of the Menards’ parking lot at 11:10 a.m. 
 
 

Family and Social Events 



International Women’s Club: Thanks and Update 
We the teachers, interns, and students of the International Women’s Club thank you for letting us use your 
facilities for our English classes again this fall.  The classrooms and the spacious, pleasant gathering room meet 
our needs perfectly. We operate 8 classes from beginner to advanced. One of your members, Anita Mischuk, is 
a teacher at the intermediate level.   
 
We’ve served about 70 students from 22 countries this term.  The countries include Brazil, China, Columbia, 
Ecuador, Egypt, El Salvador, Ethiopia, Honduras, Hong Kong, Iran, Italy, Japan, Mexico, Nepal, Philippines, Po-
land, South Korea, Spain, Sudan, Togo, Turkey, and Venezuela. The largest groups are Sudanese, Mexican, and 
Japanese.  Togo was added to the list this month because your member, Bettylou Mejia, reached out to her 
neighbors and helped to provide transportation.   
 
The women are of all ages.  Some are refugees. Some have careers in their home countries that have been in-
terrupted while husbands take advantage of US opportunities.  Some are preparing to make application for 
advanced degrees at the University of Iowa or are looking for jobs in our area.  Many are raising families.  We 
have about 12 of the women’s small children enjoying your delightful nursery each class day, babbling in about 
four languages—an amusing, heart-warming scene. 
 
Several women are working on handmade items to sell at your Alternative Christmas Market on November 18.  
We hope you will stop by to meet some of our international women that day. We are grateful that you have 
opened your facilities and your hearts to our group. 
 
Joy Thompson 
English Coordinator 
International Women’s Club 
 

Lutheran Chaplaincy Outreach:  Appreciation 

Dear Members of Zion Lutheran Church, 
What a wonderful thing you have done, to give a donation to the Lutheran Chaplaincy Outreach ministry at the 
University of Iowa Hospitals and Clinics!  Lutheran folks of all ages, from all around the Midwest, the country 
and even around he world benefit from having a Lutheran pastor serving as chaplain in such a large, confusing 
place.  It is special to know that their pastor sked the chaplain to visit, or that the chaplain contacted their  
pastor.  Your generous gift of $625.00 helps to make this partnership ministry possible. 
 
It is truly a blessing to have a Lutheran chaplain bring the words of love and grace to people who are sick and 
suffering.  As Lutherans, we know that God’s presence is always with us, and sometimes it takes a person 
(chaplain) to remind  us of healing love and light that is there for us.  An uplifting presence, a listening ear, a 
prayer, a Holy Communion celebration, a smile or laughter can make a difficult day in the hospital and brings 
hope.  Thank you for all that you do, for your prayers and your gifts. 
 
In Christ’s name, 
David K. Hanson 
Treasurer, Lutheran Chaplaincy Outreach 

Other Ministry News 



Contact Us  

Office Hours:  

Monday-Thursday   

9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.  

Friday:  

 9:00 a.m.-Noon  

Tel: 319-338-0944   

Email: office@zionlutheran-ic.org 

Website: www.zionlutheran-ic.org 

 

Zion Lutheran Church 

310 N. Johnson Street 

Iowa City, Iowa  52245 

http://www.facebook.com/zioniowacity 

http://www.instagram.com/zioniowacity 

Ministers 
All Members 

 
Council  
Ken Fate, President 
Diane Baumbach, Vice President 
Katie Martin, Secretary 
Ed Scheetz, Treasurer 
Phyllis Chang 
Amy Little 
Steve Panther 
Jeff Samuelson 
Eldon Snyder 
 
Pastor 
Duane Miller, Interim Senior Pastor 
Jennifer Lutz, Associate Pastor 
 

Zion is a Reconciling in Christ Congregation 
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