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Hunger Sunday, October 7 

Zion’s Hunger Sunday will be on Sunday, October 7.  We will be celebrating our hunger 
ministries.  Included will be a Bread for the World Offering of Letters.  Steve Panther 
will do an adult forum on Bread for the World and its approach to advocacy.  Zion is a 
Bread for the World Covenant Church.  As a covenant church, Zion is committed to  
conduct an annual Offering of Letters and to make a financial contribution to Bread for 
the World. 
 

Food collection barrels are near entrances to collect items for the Crisis Center. 

 
 
 
 
 

Tuesday, October 23 

Come to the table!  The PKP, Oh My will be held on Oct 23rd.  It is a feast for the senses. 
Taste and Smell the amazing pork, sauerkraut, homemade applesauce and pies! 
See the wonderful food and the fellowship. 
Hear the amazing sounds of “Octoberfest music” – the accordion, the flute choir play-
ing a polka and Zion’s own German polka band. 
Feel the sense of community and joy that occurs when Zion members come together 
with a common goal of helping others and having a lot of fun while doing it.  
 
All this for the amazing price of $12 for adults, $4 children ages 4-11 years and no 
charge for children 3 years and under.  Seating times are 5:00p.m., 5:45p.m. and  
6:30 p.m. along with a carry-out option (click a link to purchase online).  Advance tickets 
are required. Ticket sales are on Sunday morning or in the Zion office during weekly 
office hours. 
 
Funds raised this year will benefit the lower barrier winter shelter at Shelter House and 
the ELCA Water Project.  
 
Give a little bit of your time to help prep, cook, serve, etc.  Sign-up between services at 
the welcome center or online. 

Program Staff: 

 Mary Merulla 

mary@zionlutheran-ic.org 

 Maggie Atkinson 

maggie@zionlutheran-ic.org 

 Pam Cantrell  

pam@zionlutheran-ic.org 

 Melanie Sigafoose 

melanie@zionlutheran-

ic.org 

 Marlys Boote 

marlys@zionlutheran-ic.org 

https://onrealm.org/ZionLutheranIC/Registrations/Registrants/013f6cd9-2177-48ee-90fc-a93000bec787?congregantView=True
https://onrealm.org/ZionLutheranIC/Registrations/Registrants/183125c1-fc02-41a5-a0ec-a93000ba7d97?congregantView=True
https://onrealm.org/ZionLutheranIC/Registrations/Registrants/07c19c0e-8e66-4b7d-95b3-a93000bb2cfd?congregantView=True
https://onrealm.org/ZionLutheranIC/Registrations/Registrants/02c2e9c9-456f-4c50-b394-a93000bc8564?congregantView=True
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c044fa8ae29aafa7-pork


It was the day after Thanksgiving in 1964. I was 11 years-old. My parents had accepted a dinner invitation from 
some friends of theirs, and we got in the car to go over to their house a few miles away. I sat in my usual place-
back seat, passenger side. 
 
My Dad decided to stop at the neighborhood drug store on the way to our friends’ house. He parked in front of 
the storefront right next to the drug store. Between the two stores was a walk-up to an apartment. From 
where I sat in the car, I could see straight into the door of the walk-up.  Someone was looking back at me. It 
was a girl, who I guessed was roughly my age, and a younger boy, presumably her brother. I didn’t recognize 
them, which was strange because I knew, or thought I knew, all the kids in the neighborhood. More important-
ly, they looked cold and hungry. Their clothes looked tattered and worn out.  I remember being a little dis-
turbed by the sight of them, and I said something to my mom.  By this time my Dad had returned to the car and 
we were pulling away. “Don’t worry”, my mom said.” Someone will take care of them”. This was hardly reassur-
ing. It sure didn’t look like someone was taking care of them. 
 
I tell this story almost every November, because I am sure this was the first time I became aware of the fact 
that there were hungry and poor people in my neighborhood. And, over time, I would become aware of the 
realities of hunger and poverty on a national and global scale. 
 
Here are a couple of numbers I pulled from the ELCA World Hunger Webpage 

 815 million people around the world – that’s 1 in 10 – can't access the food they need to live active, healthy 
lives. 

 At some point in 2016 (the most recent year available), more than 41.2 million people in the United States 
were unsure where their next meal might come from. 
 

There are several ways individuals and congregations can share Christs’ compassion for poor and hungry peo-
ple in our community, nation and world: 
1) Support your local food pantry and other local anti-hunger initiatives. 
2) Support the work of ELCA World Hunger. ELCA World Hunger ministries bring relief in times of crisis, sup-

port development projects here and abroad, educate ELCA members on the root causes of hunger, and 
advocates for public policy changes to make government hunger programs more effective. 

3) Personally contact elected officials and advocate for public policies that improve the lives of hungry and 
poor people.  Bread for the World remains a most trusted resource in this regard. You will have an oppor-
tunity to participate in an offering of letters on Hunger Sunday (October 8) at Zion. 
 

We are now in the season of harvest and thanksgiving. As we consider how we have benefitted from God’s 
abundance, may we consider ways we might care for those who do not know where their next meal is coming 
from. 
 
In Christ, 
Duane E. Miller 
Interim Senior Pastor 
 
 

From the Interim Pastor 



Not everyone likes to be out in front.  I am reminded this each fall as we train our 7th and 8th graders for the 
various worship leader roles.  The truth is some of them love to be acolytes or readers while others would pre-
fer to be in the back handing out bulletins and in less seen roles.  This doesn’t change for us as adults.  There 
are many people at Zion who prefer to work behind the scenes and thank goodness that they do; for what they 
do is critical for our life together as a community.  On October 21, we are celebrating our Health and Caring 
Ministries.  Those who serve in this ministry are often behind the scenes, but in reality, are some of the primary 
caregivers of our community.  They are the faces you see at your door or the voice on the other end of the line 
when you need God’s grace.   
 
Are you a behind the scenes person?  Are you looking for a way to serve and connect with others?  God could 
use you in any of the ministries listed below.  Let me know if you feel the Spirit nudging you towards one of 
these ministries or if you are curious and would just like to learn a little more about any of them. 
 
Phone a Friend – These friendly folks make monthly calls to members who can’t attend worship regularly but 
want to stay connected to Zion.   
 
Home Touch – Volunteers send monthly mailings of the bulletins and other Zion publications to those unable to 
come to worship. 
 
Prayer Shawls – Members of Zion meet and create beautiful knitted and crocheted prayer shawls which are 
given to friends and members of Zion as well as residents of the Hospice Bird House, VA, and Essence of Life 
Hospice as tangible signs of our prayers. 
 
Home Communion Visitation – Members of this team take communion to shut-in members on a monthly basis.  
Training and materials are provided. 
 
Hospital Visitation – One day a week these volunteers make short visits to hospitalized members at the request 
of the pastors.  Training provided. 
 
Home Visitation – These volunteers visit people often after they have recently been hospitalized.   
 
Grief Booklet Series – Four booklets on the grieving process are mailed out to individuals over the course of the 
first year after the death of a loved one. 
 
Stephen Ministry – Stephen Ministers walk with individuals through a season of loss in their life.  Stephen Min-
isters participate in a monthly supervision group and are given training in listening, confidentiality, and other 
skills. 
 
Angels in Aprons – These cooks of Zion provide scrumptious meals for folks after they have come home from 
the hospital.  The Angels also bring a celebration meal and baby blanket to families as they welcome a new 
member to their family. 
 
-Pastor Lutz 

This Present Moment 



Message from the  

Treasurer 

Ed Scheetz, Treasurer 

At the close of August, we still had the final $11,000 
payment to Eagle Point due for the solar panels. This 
was paid in September, and we are now finished pay-
ing for our large projects for the year.  Hopefully we 
will not have any unplanned large expenses through 
the rest of this year. Remember - we are hoping to get 
more families logged into Realm so you can review 
your profile, use email groups for communications 
and review your Giving report.  

Congregational Happenings 

Here are some highlights from our recent Council 
meeting on September 11th.   

Following devotions by Pastor Miller we had a 
presentation from the Personnel Committee. 

Chris Harris, representing this committee, shared 
information on the issue of benefits for full-time 
non-rostered staff.  This is an issue that has been 
discussed over multiple Councils in past 
years.  One of the concerns has been to bring all 
full-time staff up to the same level of benefits.  In 
the past some staff have had health insurance and 
some have been given a stipend which by report is 
not appropriate.  It was recommended that we 
create parity amongst the staff.  After much  
discussion it was decided to support the recom-
mendation of the committee and explore options 
in the Portico plan of the ELCA.   

As you are aware we have had several discussions 
about our missional goal to address the non-music 
staff configuration and how that aligns with our 
mission.  We have decided to hold off on that 
work until the Music Ministry Task Force com-
pletes their thorough process of getting our  
permanent music staff hired.  It was thought this 
process could instruct the next staffing alignment 
discussion that has to do with non-music 
staffing.  Irrespective, of that committee’s deter-
minations there is a commitment to providing 
benefits to full time staff.  This will probably  
happen after our new pastor has been called. 

We also discussed the evaluation of pastors.   
Currently, we are discussing the format for evalu-
ating both Pastor Miller and Pastor Lutz.  This 
should be completed yearly, and ELCA guidelines 
were passed out to the council and all  
present.  We will have this completed by the end 
of the year. 

The Council revisited its support for the Organ 
Preservation/Endowment fund.  A statement of 
intent and governing document will be forthcom-
ing, on which action will be required. 

Financial reports show we are still not at normal 

Message from Council 

Ken Fate, Council President 

levels for our checking balance. Though a line of credit 
has been established it is hoped that it will not be 
needed due to summer being over and church attend-
ance increasing, along with giving.   

A date for Coffee with Council was set.   We will meet 
on October 28th in Parish Hall for discussion of issues 
at hand.  Bring your questions, comment and of 
course coffee! 

Pastor Miller processed the Governance Workshop 
that he provided our congregation.  There was a dis-
cussion of what was gleaned and where we go from 
here.  One of the items that was shared as a goal 
moving forward, was to have more time in council to 
focus energies on “big picture items” such as mission/
strategic planning. 

Steve Panther shared important information about 
the upcoming Hunger Sunday which is October 
7th.  There will be an Adult Forum that day during 
learning hour and the offering of letters as well as the-
matic alignment with worship. 

  Aug-18 YTD 2018 % BUDGET 
    %w/o 
Solar+Lambo 

Income      78,639       722,352  67% 62% 

Expense      84,738       881,947  83% 67% 

  Aug-17 YTD 2017 % BUDGET  

Income      78,534       613,542  71%  

Expense      95,450       660,778  72%  



Membership Updates 

 

Birthdates 

Jean Manasmith (04), Betty Norbeck (05), Norm 
Doeden (10), Jerry Hollander (10), Eldo Schornhorst 
(14), Bruch Friedrich (20), Marilyn Larson (21), Bobbi 

Fry (22), Keith Niehaus (28), Marvin Mueller (31) 
 

Births 

Otto Dale Newnum, parents are Justin & Anna (9/9) 
  

Worship Happenings 
 

Worship Highlights for October 2018 
 

20th Sunday after Pentecost – October 7 
 Saturday 5:15 p.m., Sunday 8:15 a.m. & 10:45 a.m. 

21th Sunday after Pentecost – October 14 

 Saturday 5:15 p.m., Sunday 8:15 a.m. & 10:45 a.m. 
 Blessing of Quilts for Lutheran World Relief 
 Baptism of Meira Rae Criswell (10:45 a.m.) 

 

22th  Sunday after Pentecost – October 21 

 Saturday 5:15 p.m., Sunday 8:15 a.m. & 10:45 a.m. 

 Health and Caring Sunday – Service of Healing 

Reformation Sunday – October 28 

 Saturday 5:15 p.m., Sunday 8:15 a.m. & 10:45 a.m. 
 Bishop Burk preaching on Sunday 
 Milestone Ministry – Presentation of Bibles to 3-year-olds 

Coffee Changes Are Coming Soon! 

Zion’s beloved Bunn coffee maker has served the  
congregation well and done so for more than 60 
years.  Last week it served its final pot.    

A new coffee service has been ordered and will be 
installed AFTER the Pork, Kraut & Pie Supper.   
 
And when it is installed we will celebrate with fresh 
coffee and home baked goods! 

Zion’s New Maintenance Technician-Ruben Galvan 

 
Ruben Galvan began his work at Zion Lutheran Church at the end of September.  Ruben works 
part-time, helping the property team complete maintenance and repair of the building and 
grounds at Zion.  Ruben mostly works evening and weekend hours, as he works full-time for 
the West Branch school district.  Ruben also coaches girls volleyball for West Liberty High 
School.  Ruben has two grown children and lives in West Liberty with his wife, Maria.  The Zion 
staff and property team are excited to work with Ruben! 

 



Worship Happenings 

Music Notes 
Zion’s music groups are off to a great start! If you want to be part of the music program, contact Marlys Boote 
(marlys@zionlutheran-ic.org) or Melanie Sigafoose (melaniesigafoose@gmail.com). 
 
Cherub Choir (K and 1st grade) - Wednesdays, 5:30-6:00 p.m. Director: Melanie Sigafoose 
Junior Choir (grades 2-6) - Wednesdays, 6:00-6:45 p.m. Director: Melanie Sigafoose 
Youth Choir (grades 7-12) - Sundays, 10:15-10:35 a.m. Director: Wen Chin Liu 
Senior Choir - Thursdays, 6:30-7:45 p.m. Director: Wen Chin Liu 
Bell Choir - Tuesdays, 6:30-7:30 p.m. Director: Marlys Boote 
Flute Choir - Tuesdays, 7:00-8:00 p.m. Director: lu Hileman 
Brass Ensemble - Thursdays, 8:00-9:00 p.m. Director: Roger Hileman 

 
 

October and November Worship Participation 
Oct. 7 ............... Kleiner Chor 
Oct. 14 ............. Senior Choir 
Oct. 21 ............. Junior Choir, Bell Choir 
Oct. 28 ............. Senior Choir, Brass Ensemble 
Nov. 4 .............. Youth Choir (both services), Cherub Choir at 10:45 
Nov. 11 ............ Junior Choir, Flute Choir 
Nov. 18 ............ Bell Choir, Kleiner Chor 
Nov. 25 ............ Senior Choir, Brass Ensemble 

 
 

Benefit Concert for Hospice 

Sunday, November 4 | 2:00 p.m. | Zion Lutheran Church 
Zion’s Flute Choir and Brass Ensemble will join Court Hill Winds to present a concert to benefit the Bird House. 
Selections will include works composed by Mozart, Strauss, Dvorak, Elgar, Joplin, Sweelinck, Cohen and Arnold. 
A free-will offering will benefit the Bird House (a.k.a. Hospice Home of Johnson County). 

 

Annual Lessons and Carols Service 
Zion's musical ensembles will present a Service of Lessons and Carols on Sunday, December 2, at 4:00p.m. 
 
 

A Thank You to Zion! 
Heartfelt thanks to all our Zion friends for your cards and letters honoring our years of service at Zion. Your  
generosity and support have been a blessing to us. As we continue to worship together in this place memories 
and music will make our hearts glad.  
-Robert & Rosalie Moninger 

mailto:marlys@zionlutheran-ic.org
mailto:melaniesigafoose@gmail.com


OCTOBER  2018 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 
 
6:30p Youth &  
Family Team 

2 
 
1:00p Staff Meeting 
 
6:00p Mental Health 
Team 
 
6:30p Bell Choir 
7:00p Flute Choir 

3 
6:30a Men’s Bible 
Study-Lost Boys 
8:30a Shalom 
9:00a Quilters 
 
5:00p Personnel 
5:30p Cherub Choir 
6:00p Junior Choir 
6:30p Men’s Ministry 
Team 
6:45p Confirmation 

4 
 
6:30p Senior Choir 
8:00p Brass  

5 6 
 
 
5:15p Worship 

7  
 
8:15a  Worship 
9:30a Fellowship 
10:45a Worship 
 
2:30p HS Youth Group/
Roadtrip 
4:00p Free Lunch Prep 
 
 

8 
 
9:30a Mom’s Meet-
Up 
11:00a Free Lunch 
 
7:00p Stephen  
Ministry 
 
 

9 
10:00a Prayer Shawl 
Team 
 
1:00p Staff Meeting 
6:30p Bell Choir 
6:30p Stewardship Team 
7:00p Flute Choir 

10 
6:30a Men’s Bible 
Study-Lost Boys 
8:30a Shalom 
9:00a Quilters 
 
5:30p Cherub Choir 
6:00p Junior Choir 
6:30p Journeymen 
Bible Study 
6:45p Confirmation 

11 
 
 
 
 
6:30p Senior Choir 
8:00p Brass  

12 
 
 

13 
 
8:00a Men’s Ministry 
Breakfast 
10:00 Quilt Hanging 
 
 
5:15p Worship 
 

14  
8:15a  Worship 
9:30a Fellowship/
Learning 
10:45a Worship 
 
 
 
 
 
 

15 
 
11:30a Senior  
Singles 
 
6:30p Welcome 
Team @ Oaknoll 
6:45p Women’s 
Reading Group 
 
 
 
 
 

16 
 
9:30a Gather Bible Study 
 
1:00p Staff Meeting 
 
 
6:30p Bell Choir 
6:30p Council 
7:00p Flute Choir 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:30a Men’s Bible 
Study-Lost Boys 
8:30a Shalom 
9:00a Quilters 
 
1:30p Afternoon Book 
Club 
4:30p Property Team 
5:00p Personnel 
5:30p Cherub Choir 
6:00p Junior Choir 
6:45p Confirmation w/
mentors 

18 
 
 
 
 
6:30p Senior Choir 
8:00p Brass  

19 
 
11:30a Prime 
Timers 
 
5:00p Jr. High Fun 
Night/Hawkeye 
Parade 

20 
 
 
 
5:15p Worship 
 
 

21 Health & Caring 
Sunday 
 
8:15a  Worship 
9:30a Fellowship/
Learning 
 
10:45a Worship 
 
 

22 
 
9:30a Mom’s  
Meet-Up 
 
 
 

23 Pork, Kraut, & Pie! 
 
1:00p Staff Meeting 
 
5:30p Men’s Ministry 
Team 
7:00p Flute Choir 

24 
6:30a Men’s Bible 
Study-Lost Boys 
8:30a Shalom 
9:00a Quilters 
 
5:30p Cherub Choir 
6:00p Junior Choir 
6:30p Journeymen 
Bible Study 

25  
 
 
6:30p Social  
Justice Team 
6:30p Senior Choir 
8:00p Brass  

26 
 
 
 

27 
 
 

11:00a Harvest Party 
 
5:15p Worship 

28 Reformation/ 
3 Yr. Old Bibles 
 
8:15a  Worship 
9:30a Fellowship/
Learning 
 
10:45a Worship 

29 
 
 

30 
 
1:00p Staff Meeting 
6:30p Bell Choir 
7:00p Flute Choir 
 

31 
 
6:30a Men’s Bible 
Study-Lost Boys 
8:30a Shalom 
9:00a Quilters 
 

   

Confirmation Retreat 



Learning Happenings 

Adult Learning Opportunities for October 2018 
Join in the Gathering Room, Lower Level | 9:30 a.m. 

October 7 

The Hunger ministry team will discuss Zion’s support of hunger ministries, highlighting our commitment to 
Bread for the World.  

 

October 14  
Session one of two discussing the book by Walter Brueggemann called Interrupting Silence: God’s Command 
to Speak Out.  The first four chapters will be discussed in this session. Books will be available at the Welcome 
Center. 

 

October 21  
Healthy and Caring Ministries will be highlighted.  If you are interested in being involved in the Health and Car-
ing ministries a Zion, come discover where you might be called to help. 

 

October 28  

 Session two, discussing the book by Walter Brueggemann called Interrupting Silence: God’s Command to 
Speak Out.  The last four chapters will be discussed in this session. 

 Coffee with Council: Bring your cup of coffee and learn more about what leadership is currently planning 
and discussing. Council members will be ready to listen to you and answer questions you might have for 
them. 
   

Sunday School:  Off to a Great Start! 
We kicked off a new Sunday School year at Zion on September 9 with our Rally Day celebration.  Nearly 100 
children and their families were present for the first day of Sunday School.  In addition, our Sunday School 
teachers were lifted in prayer and installed at the 8:15 a.m. worship service.  Grateful thanks to our teachers, 
substitutes, and support team who are so willing to share their time with the children of Zion on Sunday 
morning.   

 

At the end of the learning hour, all gathered together on the patio and lawn to enjoy root beer floats, a tradi-
tion at Zion on Rally Day.  As always, thanks to our wonderful Junior High students for setting up and serving 
the root beer floats.  We couldn’t do it without them! 

 

If you’re new to Zion and have Sunday School age children, it’s not too late to enroll.  Registration for children 
ages 3 through High School is available online through the Zion website under the Grow tab.   
Please come join us! 
 

Milestone Ministry: Storybook Bible Presentation 
Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me, and do not stop them; for it is to such as these that the kingdom 
of heaven belongs.”  Matthew 19:14 

 

Storybook Bibles will be presented to three year olds and other little children who are new to Zion on Sunday, 
October 28 at the 8:15 a.m. worship service.  It is our way of supporting parents in their baptismal promise to 
place the Holy Scripture into their child’s hands and nurture his or her faith.  The children and their families 
will be invited to come to the altar rail for a simple, lovely blessing and will receive a Spark Bible storybook, 
just like the one we use in Sunday School.  If you are the parent of a Preschooler, you’ll be receiving more  
information very soon. 
 

https://www.amazon.com/Interrupting-Silence-Gods-Command-Speak/dp/0664263593/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1538146020&sr=8-1&keywords=Interrupting+Silence%3A+God%E2%80%99s+Command+to+Speak+Out
https://www.amazon.com/Interrupting-Silence-Gods-Command-Speak/dp/0664263593/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1538146020&sr=8-1&keywords=Interrupting+Silence%3A+God%E2%80%99s+Command+to+Speak+Out
https://www.amazon.com/Interrupting-Silence-Gods-Command-Speak/dp/0664263593/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1538146020&sr=8-1&keywords=Interrupting+Silence%3A+God%E2%80%99s+Command+to+Speak+Out
https://www.amazon.com/Interrupting-Silence-Gods-Command-Speak/dp/0664263593/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1538146020&sr=8-1&keywords=Interrupting+Silence%3A+God%E2%80%99s+Command+to+Speak+Out


Learning Happenings 

Zion Library News 
Our Zion library has both books by Gregory Boyle: Tattoos on the Heart: The Power 
of Boundless Compassion and Barking to the Choir: The Power of Radical Kinship.   
Gregory Boyle is a Jesuit Priest who founded Homeboy Industries, the largest and 
most successful gang-intervention program in the world. Homeboy Industries,  
located in a poor section of Los Angeles, is a group of businesses that employ 
young men and women who have recently been released from correctional  
facilities and need assistance transitioning into society.  Homeboy hires, trains, and 
helps these young people create stable and productive lives.  
 
Boyle states “Homeboy wants to give rise not only to the idea of redemptive  
second chances but also to a new model of church as a community of inclusive  
kinship and tenderness.” 
 
The stories (or parables as one reviewer calls them) told in these two books are 
about the people at Homeboy Industries and their families.  They are a fast and  
easy read; Boyle knows how to tell a story and he knows how to pull heart-strings. 
 
 
 

 

Zion’s Evening Reading Group 
Monday, October 15 | 6:45 p.m. 
Meetings are the 3rd Monday night of the month at 6:45pm. Everyone is welcome to attend whether you have 
read the book or not. We read a variety of books both fiction and nonfiction. We meet September, October, 
November, January, February. March and April. 

The October meeting will include fellowship and discussion of the book, Patrix by Nadia Bolz-Weber. 

Questions: Contact Mary Scamman or Shelly Brenner. 

Zion’s Wednesday Afternoon Book Group  
Wednesday, October 17 | 1:30 p.m. 
Looking for a casual, small group, book club with a varied reading list? Join us in the Gathering Room for  

conversation.  Reading of the book is encouraged but not required.  We generally meet on the 3rd Wednesday 

of the month at 1:30 p.m., skipping December and we may change a date due to scheduling conflicts.       

(No refreshments are served.) 

 

October 17th – The Wife Between Us by Greer Hendricks and Sarah Pekkanen 

November 28th – Note date change – About the Night by Anat Talshir 

No December meeting 

We are seeking suggestions for future reads, perhaps a classic for January. Contact Sue Schmidt with  

suggestions. 

  

https://www.amazon.com/Tattoos-Heart-Power-Boundless-Compassion-ebook/dp/B0038A851U/ref=sr_1_fkmr0_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1538146093&sr=8-1-fkmr0&keywords=Tattoos+on+the+Heart%3A+The+Power+of+Boundless+Compassion+and+Barking+to+the+Choir%3A+The+Power+of+Radical+Kin
https://www.amazon.com/Tattoos-Heart-Power-Boundless-Compassion-ebook/dp/B0038A851U/ref=sr_1_fkmr0_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1538146093&sr=8-1-fkmr0&keywords=Tattoos+on+the+Heart%3A+The+Power+of+Boundless+Compassion+and+Barking+to+the+Choir%3A+The+Power+of+Radical+Kin
https://www.amazon.com/Barking-Choir-Power-Radical-Kinship-ebook/dp/B071Y387P8/ref=sr_1_1?s=digital-text&ie=UTF8&qid=1538146173&sr=1-1&keywords=Barking+to+the+Choir%3A+The+Power+of+Radical+Kinship
https://www.amazon.com/Pastrix-Cranky-Beautiful-Faith-Sinner-ebook/dp/B00BAXFZQA/ref=sr_1_2?s=digital-text&ie=UTF8&qid=1538146211&sr=1-2&keywords=Patrix
mailto:scammanm@mchsi.com
mailto:snbrenner@gmail.com
https://www.amazon.com/Wife-Between-Us-Novel/dp/1250130921/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1532631937&sr=1-1&keywords=The+Wife+Between+Us
https://www.amazon.com/About-Night-Anat-Talshir/dp/1503936031/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1532631963&sr=1-1&keywords=About+the+Night
mailto:sbdschmidt@gmail.com


Maggie Atkinson is your Go-To-Gal, if you’d like more info about youth events, OR to let her know that you’re 
able to attend!  Text/call 563.349.2313, email maggie@zionlutheran-ic.org  or send a carrier pigeon! 

 

Do you follow Zion? Maggie Atkinson (Instagram @zioniowacity) and Ann Roller (Facebook @ zioniowacity) 
help oversee Zion’s “social” presence! This is a fun way to stay connected with your church family throughout 
the week, to offer encouragement as well as being updated and kept in the loop!  
 

 

Youth & Family Ministry Team  
Monday, October 1 | 6:30 p.m. |  Parish Hall 
 

Confirmation Class 
October 3 and 10 | Parish Hall | 6:45 p.m. 
October 17- Mentors will join us! 
October 24, 31- No classes 
  

High School Road Trip  
Sunday, October 7 | 2:30 p.m.  

We’ll carpool from Zion to go hear Author & Speaker, Ms Austin Channing Brown. She is speaking at St Paul 
Lutheran in Davenport, IA.  “Austin is a leading new voice on racial justice, and author of I’m Still Here: Black 
Dignity in a World Made for Whiteness. Austin is committed to exploring the intersections of racial justice, 
faith, and black womanhood. Her workshops are infused with justice, pop culture, humor, and truth-telling. 
Whether she is being interviewed, lecturing, or leading a workshop, Austin elicits a full range of emotions as 
she invites people to celebrate blackness with her.”  Bring a few bucks for dinner afterwards before we head 
home. ETA back to Zion, 7:45pm.  For more info online about this FREE event, visit http://www.stpaulqc.org/
blog/faith-life-series-austin-channing-brown     
*Adult drivers, please let Maggie know if you could help & join us. 

 

Service Project, Grades 4-12 

Saturday, October 13 | 10:00 a.m. | Zion’s Sanctuary 

Help your church family by hanging quilts in the Sanctuary! We’ll partner with Zion’s quilters and put these 
beautiful quilts on display that they’ve been working on for months! It’s not super hard work, AND you’ll be 
building relationships with your fellow church family members, plus offering a helping hand! We will learn how 
they were made, and who they’re going to help! (Adults, please plan to join your Youth, 6th grade or younger) 
Need more info? Connect with Maggie Atkinson, or Linda Scheetz (Volunteer hours eligible for Silver Cord). 

 Jr. High Friday Fun Night    
Friday, October 19 | 5:00 p.m. 
All junior high youth are invited to our Annual October Fun Night outing to the UI Homecoming Parade! Bring a 
friend, a sack dinner, and a blanket. We’ll meet at Zion then walk over to the parade route together.   

 

Annual Fall Confirmation Retreat 
Friday, October 26- Sat October 27 | Camp EWALU | Strawberry Point, IA 
This one-night Retreat will replace 2 Wednesday night classes in late-October, and focus on Baptism! We will 
experience our curriculum in creative ways, as well as learn more about each other, ourselves, God, and have 
LOTS of fun! Maggie will provide a schedule and simple packing list to the families by  mid-October. 5:15pm 
that Friday we’ll carpool and depart from Zion, and return no later than 5pm Saturday. Final RSVPs are needed 
by October 3rd. 

Youth and Family Happenings 
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Mom’s Meet-Up 
October 8 & 22 | 9:30 a.m. 
We’ll meet at the North Market Square Park if the weather is good, otherwise we’ll be at Zion in the Gathering 
Room. All stay at home parents/caregivers welcomed.  Bring your kiddo if they are still home with you. If 
they’ve gone off to school on Monday, come on your own. 

Snacks for kiddos & coffee for grownups provided.  Contact Mary Merulla if you have questions. 

Fall Festival & Harvest Party 
Saturday, October 27 | 11:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.  
Families are invited to a Fall Festival & Harvest Party at Zion.  Join us for pumpkin crafts & pumpkin carols, 
scavenger hunt, games!  Kids & grownups are invited to wear their Halloween costumes. Hosted by the Early 
Childhood Ministry Team, this event is geared towards families with children in 4th grade or younger.  Ques-
tions: Contact Mary Merulla. 

 

Men's Ministry Breakfast 
Saturday,  October 13 | 8:00 a.m.  

Bring a friend and  meet for conversation and fellowship at Zion in the lower level, Gathering Room. 
 

Senior Singles 
Monday,  October 15 | 11:30 a.m. 
Join fellow senior singles for lunch and fellowship at Cheddar’s in Coralville. 
 

Prime Timers 
Friday, October 19 | 11:30 a.m. 
Join fellow senior singles for lunch and fellowship at Tin Roost in North Liberty. 
 

Zion Mission Funds 
Reminder that applications for Mission Endowment Funds are due to the team by October 15th. 
To apply for these dollars, complete the application and submit it by email to the Mission Funds Committee.  
Please use the email address of dnrevier@aol.com.  Members of the committee are  
Connie Brinton, Eldon Snyder, Chad Reimers, Betsy Starman, and chair, David Revier.  All such applications will 
be reviewed by the Mission Funds Committee.  At the November Zion Council meeting, the council will review 
and act on the recommendations forwarded by the Mission Funds Committee.  
A link to the form is available on the Zion website.  You may also pick-up a copy in the Zion office. 

Family and Social Events 
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Health and Caring Sunday    
October 21 | Both Services 
Health is central to our well-being, vital to relationships, and helps us live out our vocations in family, work, and 
community. Caring for one’s own health is a matter of human necessity and good stewardship. Caring for the 
health of others expresses both love for our neighbor and responsibility for a just society.…… A concern with 
health and healing was integral to the life and ministry of Jesus, who is our touchstone for interpreting the 
scriptures.  
From “Introducing Caring for Health: Our Shared Endeavor” Copyright © 2004 Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America 

October 21 we will celebrate the ministries of the Health and Caring Coordinating Team and the people who 
care for those in need at Zion.  Over 200 Zion members live out their Christian vocation through the sharing of 
their time and gifts on the various Health and Caring ministry teams.   

Prayer shawls, knitted and crocheted by the prayer shawl team, will be displayed in the nave during worship 

that day.  A prayer of blessing will be said over the shawls.  The shawls are a way that our congregation shows 

love to others who may be broken.    

During the coffee hour in the Parish Hall, you will have an opportunity to learn more about some of the Health 
and Caring teams.   Plan to stop by to visit with members of these teams.  We invite you to be part of Zion's 
Health and Caring ministries and/or share ideas for new teams that will improve the wellness of us all. 

For more information on the Health & Caring Ministries, contact Judy Gerlitz at 337-6112 or   
duckcreekd@aol.com  or Mary Merulla at 338-0944 or mary@zionlutheran-ic.org.  

 
 

Flu Shot Clinic at Zion 
October 21 | 8 am-12 pm 
 

The Visiting Nurse Association will be providing Influenza and/or Pneumonia Vaccinations at Zion on Sunday, 
October 21 from 8 am – Noon.   

Vaccination Fees: 

 Flu Shot QIV: $38 ($35 if payment is at time of clinic or within 2 weeks) 

 FluMist QIV: $40 ($37 if payment is at time of clinic or within 2 weeks) 

 High-Dose Flu Shot:  $65 ($62 if payment is at time of clinic or within 2 weeks) 

 Pneumonia: PPSV23 $132, PCV13 $185. Available upon prior request. Cal the VNA @ 319-337-9686 x1155 
 to reserve a dose. 

The VNA staff will collect payment and bill approved insurance companies to individuals who present their in-
surance card at the clinic. 

 
 
 
 
 

Health & Caring Ministries 
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Senior Fitness Screening 
October 21 | 8:00 a.m.-Noon 
SENIORS:  On Sunday, Oct. 21, from 8:00-12:00, come participate in a mini- fitness screening.  Agility, balance, 
and leg strength will be tested. These aspects of fitness contribute to your enjoying a healthy and active life-
style, greater independence, and having less falls! 

The screening only takes 5 minutes; it's FREE; resource materials will be available. Wear low heeled shoes and 
comfortable clothes. If you participated in this screening last year at Zion, you will be able to compare your 
results year over year.   

Get a flu shot from the VNA and give this testing a shot!  

Blue Zones @ Zion – Actions for Life  
Eat Wisely: Pledge to add Blue Zones Food List items to your weekly menu 

 Why Do It: The Cornell Food & Brand Lab found that if your house is stocked with healthy food, you’re more 

likely to eat in a way that will help you live longer and lose weight. 

 How To Do It: Review the Blue Zones Food List to find foods that promote health and longevity. Make sure 

to include these items on your grocery list.  (Ex. Dark Green Vegetables, Plant Proteins, Whole Grain 

Foods)  

Mental Health Ministries Invites You! 
Dr. Judith Crossett presents: Aging is natural: when is it not 
healthy? 
Saturday, Nov. 3 | 9:00 a.m. | Parish Hall | breakfast 

snacks & coffee provided 

Dr. Judith Crossett, Clinical Professor of Psychiatry at the University of Iowa, 
will give a presentation and answer questions on how to distinguish natural 
signs of aging from signs of mental illness. If you or a loved one has con-
cerns about the aging process, please join us on November 3.  

Nov. 4 & 11:  ELCA’s Social Message on the Body of Christ and Mental Illness,  
a 2-part series 
Sunday, Nov. 4 | 9:30 a.m. | Gathering Room 

The 1st session will address the ELCA’s Social Message on Mental Illness. As the Body of Christ, we are chal-
lenged to acknowledge the needs of mentally ill people and to claim responsibility for their support, encour-
agement, and care. 

Sunday, Nov. 11 | 9:30 a.m. | Gathering Room 

The 2nd session will discuss Zion’s response to this call to action for communities of faith. What creative re-
sponses and solutions should we undertake? What community partnerships can we strengthen to improve the 
lives of mentally ill people in our community? 

 

 

Health & Caring Ministries 
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The Social Justice Team Invites You to 2 Events in 

Early October: 
JCIC Event: Integrated Voter Engagement Assembly 

Thursday, October 4 | 6:00-8:00 p.m. 

St. Patrick's Church, Iowa City 
The Johnson County Interfaith Cluster (JCIC) along with the Center for Worker Justice, the Iowa City NAACP, 
the Black Voices Project, the Black Caucus, and the League of Women Voters is holding an assembly to register 
voters, to educate voters, and to ask focused questions of current candidates. Nine (9) candidates for local, 
state, and federal office from of a variety of political parties are scheduled to attend. 

The event is a faith-based assembly with prayers, chanting, litany, music, and a core of issue discussions including a statement of the 
problem, a personal narrative, and questions of the candidates.  Issues will include Disability, Immigration, Collective Bargaining, Afford-
able Housing, Police Targeting People of Color, Diversity Classes in the Public Schools and more. 

Speaker Austin Channing Brown 

Sunday, October 7 | 4 p.m.  

St. Paul Lutheran Church (2136 Brady Street, Davenport, Iowa 52803) 

St. Paul Lutheran Church's Faith and Life series will feature speaker Austin Channing Brown, author of, "I'm Still 
Here: Black Dignity in a World Made for Whiteness." There will be a presentation at  4 p.m. titled, "I'm Still 
Here." Members of the Social Justice Team are going to this event. If interested in carpooling, please speak to 
a member of the Social Justice Team or call the office. 
 

Alternative Christmas Market  

Sunday, November 18 | Parish Hall | 9:30-10:45 a.m. 

You are invited to browse Zion’s Alternative Christmas Market for unique and mean-
ingful holiday gifts for the special people on your holiday gift list. You will find gifts 
that not only please the receiver, but help others less fortunate in our community and 
around the world.  

Choose unique gifts by selecting items from our shopping brochure of local, national 
and international charities. Purchasing these gifts will help others in need and spread 
the gospel of love and caring. For each gift purchased from the brochure you will  
receive a gift tag to present to the recipient of your gift.  

Bid on mouth-watering, homemade, holiday treats made by Zion members at the  
Holiday Sweet & Savory Silent Auction. All auction proceeds will help fund Cross Park Place, the Housing First 
project of Shelter House. 

Remember to bring cash or multiple checks; purchases at the auction and the brochure will require separate 
payments. 

Watch for more details on the Alternative Christmas Market next month! We'll be looking for cooks, bakers, 
and volunteers. 

Other Ministry News 



Contact Us  

Office Hours:  

Monday-Thursday   

9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.  

Friday:  

 9:00 a.m.-Noon  

Tel: 319-338-0944   

Email: office@zionlutheran-ic.org 

Website: www.zionlutheran-ic.org 

 

Zion Lutheran Church 

310 N. Johnson Street 

Iowa City, Iowa  52245 

http://www.facebook.com/zioniowacity 

http://www.instagram.com/zioniowacity 

Ministers 
All Members 

 
Council  
Ken Fate, President 
Diane Baumbach, Vice President 
Katie Martin, Secretary 
Ed Scheetz, Treasurer 
Phyllis Chang 
Amy Little 
Steve Panther 
Jeff Samuelson 
Eldon Snyder 
 
Pastor 
Duane Miller, Interim Senior Pastor 
Jennifer Lutz, Associate Pastor 
 

Zion is a Reconciling in Christ Congregation 
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