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Fat Tuesday Pancake Dinner (Fundraiser) 

Tuesday February 13 | Serving from 5:15-6:30 p.m. 
The Youth Gathering participants are hosting a pancake dinner for everyone to enjoy! The 
menu: Pancakes & Toppings + Fresh fruit + Sausage links + Warm and Cold Drinks. Please 
bring your family and friends for this yummy breakfast feast, for dinner!  The funds raised 
will be split 50/50: half to the Youth Gathering participants, and half to help eliminate hun-
ger in our Synod.  

Ash Wednesday Worship 

Wednesday, February 14 | 7:00 p.m. 
Lent begins with a solemn call to fasting and repentance as Christians begin the journey to  
the baptismal waters of Easter. Ashes pressed onto one’s brow are a sign of human  
mortality and frailty. What seems like an ending is really an invitation to make each day a 
new beginning washed in God’s mercy and forgiveness while entering into Lent’s spiritual 
renewal that flows to the Easter feast to come. 
 

Ash Wednesday Family Faith Time 
February 14 | 6:15 – 6:45p.m. 
This time is designed for families with preschool and elementary school aged children in 
mind. Families will lead worship, there will be the imposition of ashes for all who want to 
receive them, plus some interactive worship stations.  Cherub and Junior choirs will bring 
their special music to our Family Faith Time.  
Family Faith Time will be in the new Chapel, on the lower level.  
 

Lenten Wednesday Services & Study on the 

Psalms 
February 21–March 21 
Join us on Wednesday evenings at 7:00 p.m. for Evening Prayer.  Our speakers this year will 
be sharing with us how a particular psalm has been significant in their faith journeys.  Our 
study on the Psalms will occur in the Chapel from 5:45 – 6:45 p.m. 

February 21 – Johanna Tomlinson 
February 28 – Jim Brown 
March 7 – Alex Voss 
March 14 – Bettylou Mejia 
March 21 – Bill Nibbelink 
 
*Soup Supper will be served at 5:30 p.m. prior to ALL Wednesday Lenten worship services.  



When I was confirmed in 8th grade, I was given the gift of my own Bible with my name engraved on the cover.  
Little did I know at the time that this gift would change my life.  I grew up in church – my family was in worship 
and Sunday School every week.  However, my exposure to the Word of God was limited, for the most part, to 
what I encountered there.  A couple of years later when I was in high school, I began to read my Bible and the 
Word opened up to me in new ways.  Now instead of just hearing a single story from the Gospels or a portion 
of one of Paul’s letters in worship, I started reading large swaths of Scripture in a single sitting.  I was hungry to 
hear God’s message.  I would read and underline verses that particularly spoke to me.  The Holy Spirit was at 
work in me, growing my faith and trust in God.   
 
One of the books of the Bible to which I was drawn was the book of Psalms.  I developed the habit of reading 
one or two psalms a night.  As I worked my way through them, I began to hear in the psalms my own prayer to 
God.  The psalmist could put into words what I was feeling whether it was fear, joy, despair, anger, lament, de-
votion, or praise of God.  Over time I came up with my listing of favorites to which I would turn when I needed 
reassurance or help in finding the words to pray.  My list has continued to grow over time, but here are some of 
my favorites: 
 
 Psalm 34 “I will bless the Lord at all times; the praise of God shall ever be in my mouth.” 

 Psalm 62 “For God alone I wait in silence; truly, my hope is in God…Put your trust in God always, 

  O people, pour out your hearts before the one who is our refuge.” 

 Psalm 100 “Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all you lands!  Serve the Lord with gladness;  

 come into God’s presence with singing.” 

 Psalm 121 “I lift my eyes to the hills; from where is my help to come?  My help comes for the Lord,  

 the maker of heaven and earth.” 

 Psalm 3 “Lord, how many are my foes! How many there are who rise up against me!” 

 Psalm 25 “Show me your ways, O Lord, and teach me your paths.  Lead me in your truth and teach me  

 for you are the God of my salvation; in you have I trusted all the day long.” 

 Psalm 27 “One thing I desire of the Lord, that will I seek after: that I may dwell in the house of the Lord  

 all the days of my life; to behold the beauty of the Lord and to seek God in the temple.” 

 Psalm 98 “Let the sea roar, and all that fills it, the world and those who dwell therein.  Let the rivers clap 
their hands, and let the hills ring out with joy before the Lord, who comes to judge the earth.” 

 Psalm 41 “I waited patiently upon the Lord, who stooped to me and heard my cry. The Lord lifted me out 
of the desolate pit, out of the miry bog, and set my feet upon a rock, making my footing sure.” 

 Psalm 141 “O Lord, I call to you; come to me quickly; hear my voice when I cry to you.  Let my prayer  

 rise before you as incense, the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice.” 

 
For these forty days of Lent, we have a rich opportunity to immerse ourselves in the psalms.  At our Wednes-
day Evening Prayer services, five Zion members will talk about their experience of the psalms.  Each of them 
has picked one of their favorites and will share with us how it has been meaningful in their own faith journey.  
Before worship on Wednesdays, we will hold a study on the psalms for us to explore them together.  And if you 
are looking for a Lenten discipline, I invite you to read a psalm a day.  As you read, listen for a line or phrase 
that really speaks to you.  Write it down and take it with you.  Periodically throughout the day, return to it and 
give space for God to speak to you through it.  God is always trying to reach us as his beloved children.  This 
Lent may you find your own prayer and hear God speak to you through the psalms.   
 
 

 
-Pastor Lutz 

This Present Moment 



Congregational Happenings 

Membership Updates 

 

Births 

Bowen Paul Snyder, born December 17, 2017.  
Parents are Patrick & Megan. 

Baptisms 

Violet Angell Miller, baptized January 28, 2018. 
Parents are Nate & Andrea.  

Message from the  

Treasurer 

Ed Scheetz, Treasurer 

The income looks high, and does include solar  

panels and Lambo School money.  We did exceed 

expenses even without that money.  A big Thank You 

to everyone that contributed to those projects. PS - 

We also paid an extra $14,353 on the mortgage 

thanks to giving during the year.    

  Dec-17 YTD 2017 % BUDGET 

Income   237,148     1,252,403  120% 

Expense   136,029     1,198,623  115% 

  Dec-16 YTD 2016 % BUDGET 

Income   132,143     1,351,489  137% 

Expense   101,650     1,297,622  130% 

16' wo/LOC+SWA     

Income   132,143     1,086,489  110% 

Expense   101,650     1,032,623  103% 

Meet Dr. Mitri Raheb on February 25 
Please join us as Global Mission presents the Rev. Dr. Mitri Raheb in the month of 
February. Raised in Bethlehem, he has become the most widely published  
Palestinian theologian to date and is author of 16 books.  He has been invited to 
Iowa by the Geneva Lectures and Southeastern Iowa Synod of the ELCA and will 
preach at Zion on February 25 as well as give the Geneva Lecture at Trinity  
Episcopal Church in the afternoon.   

In preparation for Dr. Raheb's arrival, the Southeastern Iowa Synod of the ELCA is 
encouraging all its members to read and study Dr. Raheb's book, Faith in the Face 

of Empire:  the Bible through Palestinian Eyes.  Books are available through Zion and can be picked up from the 
Education team. The book is written from the perspective of people of faith who are struggling with life under  
oppression and occupation.  The Christian Palestinian theology relates not only to  Palestine but to any people 
living under oppression and occupation. The adult education class will discuss the book on February 11 and 18, the 
two Sundays previous to Dr Raheb's visit.  February 11 focus is- on chapters 3-6. February 18 the session covers 
chapters 7 through the epilogue.    

Dr. Raheb will preach at the 8:15 and 10:45 services on February 25.  Bright Stars of Bethlehem  will present be-
tween services.  Bright Stars is an organization created in 1995 to invest in Palestinian infrastructure and has creat-
ed a university, a cultural center, and empowers young people to have hope and take leadership.  As a small local 
organization it has developed to be an internationally influential organization. 

https://www.amazon.com/Faith-Face-Empire-through-Palestinian/dp/1626980659/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1517327765&sr=8-1&keywords=Faith+in+the+Face+of+Empire%3A%C2%A0%C2%A0the+Bible+through+Palestinian+Eyes
https://www.amazon.com/Faith-Face-Empire-through-Palestinian/dp/1626980659/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1517327765&sr=8-1&keywords=Faith+in+the+Face+of+Empire%3A%C2%A0%C2%A0the+Bible+through+Palestinian+Eyes


Congregational Happenings 

 Message from Pastor Duane Miller, Interim Sr. Pastor 
Hi! I’m Pastor Duane Miller, and I’m looking forward to serving Zion Lutheran Church as your Interim Senior 
Pastor. I’ll be joining the staff just before Ash Wednesday, and I look forward to working with the congregation 
during this pastoral transition. 
 
I have been serving the ELCA (and on one occasion the PC-USA) as an Intentional Interim Pastor since 1998. 
You are probably wondering, what is an “intentional” interim pastor?”. An interim pastor cares for a congrega-
tion during a pastoral vacancy. An intentional interim pastor provides the usual pastoral services, but also pays 
attention to the emotional and missional concerns that are somewhat unique to a congregation in a leadership 
transition. Intentional Interim Pastors receive training for this work, and most of us supplement that training 
with additional continuing education.  
 
I’ve been doing this work for almost 20 years. It began on a hot summer night in 1998 when then Bishop Phil 
Hougen called me with a need. A congregation in our synod (First, Fairfield) had asked him for a trained inter-
im pastor, and he didn’t have anybody available. He was calling to ask me to take the assignment and the in-
terim ministry training. I said yes to both. 
 
At training, they tell us to do two or three assignments to discern if we are being called to this work for the 
long term. It was near the end of the second assignment with Trinity Lutheran in Burlington, with the encour-
agement of the bishop, that I discerned that interim ministry would be a regular thing, at least for a while.  I 
have served more congregations than I can count in three different synods, and one presbytery. Unless God 
has a major surprise in store for me, I will continue this work until my retirement, tentatively planned for 2021. 
Why do I do this? I enjoy working with congregations and their leaders as they chart a course for the future. I 
understand that here at Zion, you are already doing much of this work as you implement your strategic plan. 
 
Now for some personal data. I’m a Michigan native. I finished my undergraduate work with a major in Public 
Administration at Michigan State University, and I am an avid (not rabid) fan of the Spartans. During college I 
became very active in a local Lutheran congregation, studied a little theology, and decided to attend the Lu-
theran School of Theology. I served as pastor of congregations in Michigan, Ohio and Iowa before that phone 
call from the bishop in 1998. 
 
I married Paula Connolly in 2009. I have two children from my first marriage and she has four from hers.  
Between us, we have three grandchildren.  Paula and I currently live in West Des Moines, but we will be  
moving into Des Moines in March/April. Paula’s youngest, Aaron, has multiple disabilities and lives with us. 
Paula is a Family Advocate with the ASK Resource Center in Johnston. 
 
I have a huge interest in non-profit governance, and that interest has spilled over into my interim work. I also 
support hunger and justice ministries, and wish I had more time to devote to them. 
 
My main recreational interests are bicycles and beer, pretty much in that order. I ride some or all of RAGBRAI 
every year. I’ve even managed to get out on the bike a couple times this winter. I have taken to craft beer and 
the establishments that brew and serve it. 
 
But most importantly, I consider it to be an honor to have the trust of congregations and the synod, who allow 
me to serve in what is a most sensitive time in the life of a congregation, the time of transition between pas-
tors. Even in the best of circumstances, pastoral transitions have their challenges. Thank you for inviting me 
into your midst during this interim period. 
Duane E. Miller 
Interim Senior Pastor 



Worship Happenings 
 

Worship Highlights for February 2018 
5th Sunday after Epiphany – February 4 
 Saturday 5:15 p.m., Sunday 8:15 a.m. & 10:45 a.m. 

 Annual Congregational Meeting between Sunday Services  

 

Transfiguration of our Lord – February 11 
 Saturday 5:15 p.m., Sunday 8:15 a.m. & 10:45 a.m. 

 Putting Away the Alleluias 

 Installation of Call Committee(8:15 a.m. & 10:45 a.m.)   

 Baptisms of Nelson Tucker and Mansyn Kirchhoff (10:45 a.m.) 

 

Ash Wednesday – February 14 
 Soup Supper, 5:30-6:30 p.m. 

 Family Worship in Chapel, 6:15 p.m. 

 Regular Worship, 7:00 p.m. 

 Interim Pastor-Duane Miller Preaching 

 

1st Sunday in Lent – February 18 
 Saturday 5:15 p.m., Sunday 8:15 a.m. & 10:45 a.m. 

 Women’s Retreat at Shalom Retreat Center in Dubuque 

 Blessing of Duane Miller, Interim Pastor 

 

Lenten Mid-Week Worship – February 21 
 Soup Supper, 5:30-6:30 p.m. 

 Study on the Psalms, 5:45-6:45 p.m. 

 Evening Prayer, 7:00 p.m. 

 

2nd Sunday in Lent – February 25 
 Saturday 5:15 p.m., Sunday 8:15 a.m. & 10:45 a.m. 

 Guest Preacher – Rev. Dr. Mitri Raheb, President of Bright Stars of Bethlehem 

 Installation of Church Council 

 

Lenten Mid-Week Worship — February 28 
 Soup Supper, 5:30 p.m.-6:30 p.m. 

 Study on the  Psalms, 5:45 p.m.-6:45 p.m. 

 Evening Prayer, 7:00 p.m. 

 
 
 



Music Schedule for February 
Sunday, February 4 Kleiner Chor    8:15 & 10:45 a.m. 
 Zion Bell Choir 

Sunday. February 11 Senior Choir    8:15 & 10:45 a.m. 
Transfiguration Zion Brass 
 

Wednesday, February 14 Senior Choir    7:00 p.m. 

Ash Wednesday 

 

Sunday, February 18 Junior Choir    8:15 & 10:45 a.m. 
 Meleah Chang, cello (prelude) 
 

Wednesday, February 21 Zion Flute Choir 

 

Sunday, February 25 Zion Youth Choir    8:15 & 10:45 a.m. 
 Cherub Choir    10:45 only 
 

Wednesday, February 28 Women’s Chorus    7:00 p.m. 

 

    

An Upcoming Musical Event in March! 
Due to its rave reviews the “Come as You Are Choir” will again be singing at Zion. This relaxed, fun, limited-time

-only choir is open to ANYONE who enjoys singing but might not have the time for a regularly committed sched-

ule. Kids, grownups, men, women are all welcome. Let’s see what a great intergenerational choir we can have! 

The music is easy and fun. We will practice Sunday, March 11 at 9:30 (no Sunday School) and sing for worship 

Sunday, March 18. Please join us! 
 

     

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Worship Happenings 



FEBRUARY 2018 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 
 
6:15p First Communion 
Instruction 
6:30p Senior Choir 
8:00p Brass 
 
 

2 
 
7:00p Jr. High 
Fun Night 

3  
 
5:15p Worship 
 

4 Annual Meeting @ 
9:30 a.m. 
 
 
8:15a  Worship 
9:30a Learning 
10:15a Youth Choir 
10:45a Worship 
 
5:00p Youth Group @ 
Harper’s 
 

5  
 
9:30a Moms 
Meet-Up 
 
 
 
 
 

6  
6:30a Men’s Bible Study 
10:00a Prayer Shawl  
 
 
6:00p Mental Health 
Team 
6:30p Bell Choir 
7:00p Flute Choir 
7:00p Global Missions 
Team 

7 
8:30a Shalom 
9:00a Quilt-tiers 
9:45a Staff Meeting 
 
5:30p Cherub Choir 
6:00p Junior Choir 
6:45p Confirmation 
 
 
 

8 
 
 
6:15p First Communion 
Instruction 
6:30p Senior Choir 
8:00p Brass 

9 

 

10 
 
 
 
8:00a Men’s  
Ministry Breakfast 
 
 
5:15p Worship 
 

11 Transfiguration  
Sunday 
 
8:15a  Worship 
9:30a Fellowship/
Learning 
10:15a Youth Choir 
10:45a Worship 
4:00p Free Lunch Prep 
 
 
 

12 
 
 
11:00a Free Lunch 
 
 
7:00p Stephen  
Ministry Team 
 
 
 

13 
 
6:30a Men’s Bible Study 
 
5:15p Pancake Dinner/
Youth Fundraiser 
5:30p Men’s Ministry 
Team 
6:30p Council 
6:30p Bell Choir 
7:00p Flute Choir 
 

14 
8:30a Shalom 
9:00a Quilt-tiers 
9:45a Staff Meeting 
 
5:30p Soup Supper 
6:00p Journeymen Bible 
Study 
6:15p Family Worship 
7:00p Ash Wednesday 
Worship 
 

15 
 
 
 
 
6:00p Diversity Team 
6:30p Senior Choir 
8:00p Brass 

16 
 
11:30a Prime 
Timers  

17 

 
 
4:00p Caregivers 
Group 

 
5:15p Worship 

 
 

18  
 
8:15a  Worship 
9:30a Fellowship/
Learning 
10:15a Youth Choir 
10:45a Worship 
12:30p Houston Huddle 
 
 
 
 

19 
9:30a Moms 
Meet-Up 
11:30a Senior Singles 
 
6:30p Youth &  
Family Team 
6:45p Women’s 
Reading Group 
7:00p Prayer Group 

20 
 
6:30a Men’s Bible Study 
9:30a Gather Bible Study 
5:00p Property Team 
5:30p Men’s Ministry 
Team 
6:30p Stewardship Team 
6:30p Bell Choir 
7:00p Flute Choir 
 

21 
8:30a Shalom 
9:00a Quilt-tiers 
9:45a Staff Meeting 
1:30p Afternoon Book 
Club 
2:00p Health & Caring 
Team 
5:30p Cherub Choir 
5:30p Soup Supper 
5:45p Psalm Study 
6:00p Junior Choir 
7:00p Lent Worship 

22  
 
 
 
 
6:30p Senior Choir 
8:00p Brass 

23 24 
9:00a Mental Health 
Forum 
 

5:15p Worship 

25  
 
8:15a  Worship 
9:30a Fellowship/
Learning 
10:15a Youth Choir 
 
10:45a Worship 

26  
9:30a Moms 
Meet-Up 
 
7:00p Stephen  
Ministry Team 

27  
 
6:30a Men’s Bible Study 
 
6:30p Bell Choir 
7:00p Flute Choir 

28 
8:30a Shalom 
9:00a Quilt-tiers 
9:45a Staff Meeting 
 
5:30p Cherub Choir 
5:30p Soup Supper 
5:45p Psalm Study 
6:00p Junior Choir 
6:00p Journeymen Bible 
Study 
7:00p Lent Worship 

   



Learning Happenings 
 

Adult Learning: February 2018 

February 4  Annual meeting during Learning Hour 

February 11  First session, discussion of book Faith in the Face of Empire 

February 18  Second session, discussion of book Faith in the Face of Empire 
 
February 25  Beth Nelson Chase, VP of Bright Stars of Bethlehem 
Dr. Mitri Raheb will be visiting Zion on Sunday, February 25, 2018. He is Senior Pastor Emeritus of the Evangel-
ical Lutheran Christmas Church in Bethlehem, Palestine. He has written 16 books and received the German 
Media Prize. The Southwestern Iowa Synod of the ELCA is encouraging all its members to read and study Dr. 
Raheb’s book, “Faith in the Face of Empire. We have set aside two Sundays, February 11 and February 18, for 
this discussion. Books will be available in the Welcome Center beginning January 21, 2018. 
 

Lenten Wednesday Evening Series 
Wednesday’s, February 21-March 21 | 5:45 p.m. 

We will be using the ELCA resource, Songs of the Faithful: Studies in Psalms, to study the book of Psalms. 

The book of Psalms contains one hundred-fifty prayers, songs, liturgies, and poems that are divided into five 
smaller books. The Psalms displays the highs and lows of the life of faith. This study takes 6 big questions 
based in the text and challenges participants to explore this complex book thoughtfully together: 

 Two roads diverged in a yellow wood - Which one will I take? Psalm 1 

 I have sunk so low - Is there help for me? Psalm 51:1-10 

 You have lifted me up - and I'm thankful Psalm 113 

 What does it mean to place all your trust in the Lord? Psalm 146 

 Listen to your elders Psalm 37:1-9 

 Look at all the wonderous deeds God has done! Psalm 111 
 
Bring your soup supper downstairs in the Chapel and join us for the discussion. 
 



Learning Happenings 

Zion Library News 

In August 2017, as we celebrated the 500th anniversary of the Protestant Reformation, Zion adults had a 
unique opportunity to explore some of the less-known roots of Lutheranism by participating in a study group, 
fondly known at Zion as Adult Bible School, presented by Dr. Jason Mahn, Associate Professor of Religion and 
Director of the Presidential Center for Faith and Learning at Augustana College, Rock Island, IL. 

Dr. Mahn led us in a study based on his recently edited book, Radical Lutherans, Lutheran  
Radicals. We explored the life and witness of historically notable Lutherans – Martin Luther, 
Soren Kiekergaard, Dietrich Bonhoeffer, and Dorothee Soelle. The study examined how each of 
these theologians remained deeply committed to the historic Lutheran tradition while  
continually critiquing and reforming those traditions so that they served the needs of the most 
vulnerable. 

If you were not able to attend the August study group, you, too, have the opportunity to share in this study. 
Frank Scamman video-recorded the sessions each day and has provided an excellent DVD so that this study is 
now available in our Zion library. A copy of Radical Lutherans, Lutheran Radicals has been added to the adult, 
non-fiction collection to enhance your understanding of the video sessions.  

One other note, if you were overwhelmed by all the detailed accounts of Martin Luther’s life and ministry, the 
library has added a most excellent DVD by Rick Steves, the well-known worldwide travel guide and faithful 
Lutheran, about the life and times of Martin Luther. Check it out. It is fantastic! 
 - Beth Noyes          

Zion’s Wednesday Afternoon Book Group  
All are welcome. 

 

  February 21, 2018 | 1:30 p.m. – Remember Me Like This  by Bret Anthony Johnston 

  March  21, 2018 | 1:30 p.m. – TBA 

  April 18, 2018 | 1:30 p.m – TBA 

  May 16, 2018 | 1:30 p.m. - TBA 
 

Evening Reading Group 
The Evening Reading Group meets the third Monday of each month in the Parish Hall at 6:45 p.m. We  
welcome all women of Zion.  
 
With January weather cold and icy causing cancellation of discussion,  the January book will be combined with 
discussion of the February book on February 19.  Gathering will be at 6:45 with discussion to begin at 7 
pm.  We ask a little flexibility as we may extend the session to have time to talk of both books.   
 
January book: American Ulysses: A life of Ulysses S. Grant, Ronald C. White.  Ulysses Grant was grouped with 
George Washington and Abraham Lincoln in the "trinity of great American leaders."  Ronald C. White has 
written a new Grant biography to revise and restore the general and two-term president to his rightful place 
in history after falling out of favor.  Grant is shown as a thoughtful, astute thinker who was willing to be guid-
ed by counsel through the Civil War and Reconstruction years.  He was able to breach the division between 
the South and North through compromise and reconciliation as well as set groundwork for foreign affairs and 
minority rights.   

February Book:  Angle of Repose, Wallace Stegner.  The book tells the story of Lyman Ward, a retired profes-
sor of history and writer about the western frontier.  As a disabled person, he moves west in search of his 
grandmother's history, discovering on the way dark shadows of his own past.  " Two stories, past and present, 
merge to produce what important fiction must: a sense of the enhancement of life"  L A Times. 

https://www.amazon.com/Radical-Lutherans-Lutheran-Radicals-Jason/dp/1498234917/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1517327869&sr=1-1&keywords=Radical+Lutherans%2C+Lutheran++Radicals
https://www.amazon.com/Radical-Lutherans-Lutheran-Radicals-Jason/dp/1498234917/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1517327869&sr=1-1&keywords=Radical+Lutherans%2C+Lutheran++Radicals
https://www.amazon.com/American-Ulysses-Life-S-Grant/dp/0812981251/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1517327927&sr=1-1&keywords=American+Ulysses%3A+A+life+of+Ulysses+S.+Grant
https://www.amazon.com/Angle-Repose-Wallace-Stegner/dp/1101872764/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1517328120&sr=1-1&keywords=Angle+of+Repose


Learning Happenings 

Communion Instruction  
February 1 & 8 | 6:15 p.m.-7:30 p.m. 
Youth who are 10 years old and/or are in 4th grade and have not yet received communion are invited to 
attend communion instruction with their parents.  This is a special time for the youth as they explore the sac-
rament of Holy Communion.   Pastor Lutz will be leading the sessions.  Classes are offered twice a year.  If you 
and your student are unable to attend instruction this spring, a class will be offered in the Fall of 2018.  
Please register by contacting Mary Merulla or 319.338-0944. 
 
 
 

VBS | Save-the-Date! 
Vacation Bible School for Preschool age children through 5th grade will be June 18-22, 2018.  Please add this 
joyful and fun week to your family calendar as you begin planning for summer vacation.  Early Bird registration 
will be open soon!   
 
The Preschool program, for children age 3 to entering Kindergarten, meets from 9:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. Mon-
day through Friday.  Day Camp, for children completing Kindergarten through 5th grade, meets from 9:00 a.m. 
to 3:00 p.m. Monday through Thursday, with a half-day on Friday.  Pre-Camp care is available beginning at 
7:30 a.m. 
 
VBS is a team effort in which Ewalu counselors, Zion volunteers, parents, and campers serve together to make 
the program exciting and enriching.  We are always on the lookout for volunteers to fill a variety of spots:     
 
 Teachers to plan and staff the morning Preschool program 
 Junior High and High School age helpers (Kool Aids) for Preschool and Day Camp 
 Adults to help plan the Day Camp afternoon program, participate in bible study, lead craft projects, pre-

pare snacks for hungry children, and coordinate the offsite field trip  
   

Monetary gifts and donations of snacks and supplies are another way that you can help.  Did you know that 
VBS nearly pays for itself because of the generous contributions of our donors?   
 
Please consider supporting VBS this year with the gift of your time or a contribution.  For more information, 
contact Pam Cantrell at 319-338-0944.  
 
 

March Sunday School Schedule 
March 11 Spring Break – No Sunday School 
March 18 Spring Break – No Sunday School  
March 25 Palm Sunday Fair – No Sunday School  
There will be no Sunday School on Easter Sunday, April 1.  Classes will resume on April 8. 
 

 

mailto:mary@zionlutheran-ic.org
mailto:pam@zionlutheran-ic.org


Zion’s Youth Ministry News 
Maggie Atkinson is your Go-To-Gal, if you’d like more info about youth events, OR to let her know that you’re 
able to attend!  
Text/call 563.349.2313, email maggie@zionlutheran-ic.org  or send a carrier pigeon! 
===============================  

Jr High Friday Fun Night 

Friday February 2 | 7:00-9:00 p.m. 
All 7th-8th grade students are invited for a silly night of Pixy Stix Games!!  Friends are more than welcome, as 
well as a snack to share! Please RSVP to let Maggie know you can attend. 
 

High School Youth Super Bowl Party 

Sunday February 4 | 5:00pm-? 

The Harper Family is generously hosting our night together in their home! (2656 Glen Hollow Ct, Coralville) 
Bring a SUPER snack to share, and your friends! Please RSVP to let Maggie know you can attend. 

Confirmation Program 

Wednesday February 7th | 6:45-8:00pm 

Wednesday February 14th | Ash Wednesday Service, 7:00pm 

Wednesdays Feb 21st & 28th | Midweek Lenten Services, 7:00pm  

Midweek Lenten soup suppers are served 5:30-6:30pm each Wednesday night of Lent, except Ash Wednesday.  
Confirmation students are encouraged to connect with their Mentors at the soup suppers and weekly Wor-
ship!  

 

Houston Huddle 

Sunday February 18 | 12:30-2:00 p.m. 
This is our monthly gathering for all of the Houston go’ers who are attending next summer’s ELCA Youth  
Gathering!  
 

Youth & Family Team Meeting 

Monday February 19 | 6:30 p.m. 
This is a time for the Team to pray, brainstorm, vision, and dream up opportunities for Zion’s youth and their 
families. 
 
 

Youth and Family Happenings 
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Zion Women's Retreat:  

 

 

 

February 16-18, 2018 | Shalom Center in Dubuque 
Have you had an experience when you felt that God was near?   
 
Would you like to learn new ways of becoming aware of  God’s presence?   
 
Join us for this year’s women’s retreat as we explore the many ways in which God is present and active in our 
public and private lives.  Our guide will be Sister Ginny Heldorfer, OSF, a Franciscan Sister, former pastoral min-
ister, and certified spiritual director who values contemplative listening as a way to become aware of  God’s 
presence in everyday experiences. 

Our theme will also be reflected in service projects, crafts, worship, meals, and the peaceful surroundings of 
the lovely Shalom Spirituality Center. 

Cost for the retreat is $140. Scholarships to cover all or part of the cost are available.  

More information and online registration can be found at www.zionlutheran-ic.org.  Registration forms are 
also available at the Welcome Center at Zion. Registration is due by Sunday, February 4. 

For more information, contact Amy Little at 319-530-7463. 

 

Mental Health Winter Breakfast  

February 24 | 9:00 a.m. | Parish Hall 
Come in from the cold and join the Mental Health Ministry Team for breakfast at Zion. 
All those living with a mental health condition, family, friends, caregivers, and interested 
others are welcome to join us.  We’ll share food and fellowship and provide a low-stress 
forum for sharing and making connections. We’ll also announce the details of the men-
tal health education program, presentations that will take place on selected Saturdays 
during 2018. RSVP for the breakfast between services on February 11th and 18th or call 

the church office at 319-338-0944.  We look  forward to seeing you there.  Questions?  Call Steve Nelson at 
319-354-3381 or ask anyone on the Mental Health Ministry Team. 

 

 

 

 

 

Health and Caring Happenings 
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Moms Meet-Up 
February 5 & 19 | 9:30 a.m. 
Meet-up at 9:30am.  We’ll meet in the Gathering Room at Zion. All stay at home parents/caregivers welcomed.  
Bring your kiddo if they are still home with you. If they’ve gone off to school on Mondays, come on your own. 
Friends always welcome! 
Snacks for kiddos & coffee for grownups provided.  Questions? Contact Mary Merulla. 

 
 

 

Men's Ministry Breakfast 
Saturday,  February 10  | 8:00 a.m.  

Bring a friend and  meet for conversation and fellowship at Zion in the lower level, Gathering Room.  
 
 
 

Mann Family Learning nights will resume in the 

spring, most likely Mid-March and into April.  

See you then! 
 

Blue Zones @ Zion – Actions for Life  

Eat Wisely: Pledge to add Blue Zones Food List items to your weekly menu 
 Why Do It: The Cornell Food & Brand Lab found that if your house is stocked with healthy food, you’re more 

likely to eat in a way that will help you live longer and lose weight. 

 

 How To Do It: Review the Blue Zones Food List to find foods that promote health and longevity. Make sure 
to include these items on your grocery list.  (Ex. Dark Green Vegetables, Plant Proteins, Whole Grain 
Foods) 

 
 

 

 
 
 

What’s Happening @ Zion 
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Prime Timers 

Friday, February 16 | 11:30 a.m. 
Prime Timers will meet at Oaknoll (1 Oaknoll Court) for lunch and fellowship.  Invite “oldtimers” and 
“newcomers” to join this wonderful group! 

 

Senior Singles 

Monday, February 19 | 11:30 a.m. 
Senior Singles will meet at Cheddar’s in Coralville for lunch and fellowship.   
 

 

11th Annual      

ZAGNUTS (Zion Adults Go Nuts) 
 

Just-for-fun game night 

137 S. Mount Vernon Drive, Iowa City 

Sunday, March 18 - 7:00 pm - ?? 

 

Fellowship and fun games: 

Card games/Board games/Word games |  Bring your favorite and everyone is  
welcome! 

 

Bring a snack… sweet, salty, low-fat, high-fat…whatever you want to share. Beverages will be provided. 

 

Sign up beginning February 18 at the Welcome Center! 

 

Hosted by: 

Gene & Carole Knutson | 338-8442  

Ken & Barb Gamb  | 351-9205  

Bob & Judie Stadtlander | 351-1600  

 
 

 

EWALU Family Retreat 2018 

The Zion Family Retreat will be on July 13-15, 2018.  Block off this weekend now to enjoy some family time at 
Camp EWALU in Strawberry Point, Iowa.  More details to come in the new year! 

 
 

Cubs Trip 2018! 
Save-the-Date for the Zion Annual Cubs Trip to Chicago.  The Cubs play the Diamondbacks on July 25, 2018.  
Zion friends and family will take a charter bus to Chicago to see the game.  More details to come! 
 

 

 
 
 

What’s Happening @ Zion 
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Outreach 

Pork, Kraut & Pie, Oh My!  

The Steering Committee expresses its appreciation for the hard work and support of Zion members that con-

tributed to a very successful 2017 dinner.   Zion staff helped design and implement a new marketing plan and 

vibrant logo for the dinner. Over 160 individuals helped prepare, serve, clean, entertain and host around 600 

diners, both carry-out and dine-in.  

Our 2017 profits totaled $5830.13.  There were some undisbursed funds from prior years in the ac-

count.  Based on this, we were able to designate funds to the following: 

 

Zion Welcome Center - $1,000 

Zion Kitchen - $500 

Lambo school project - $10,000 

Horace Mann Discretionary/Emergency Fund - $2,400 

Julie Robinson, the principal, gave the following examples of ways in which emergency funds have been used 

to assist Horace Mann students and families.   

 Purchased a motel room for a mother and her two children who were living in their car 

 Purchased over the counter cold medicine for a family 

 Purchased gas for a family to visit a sick family member 

 Paid for temporary after school child care for a family emergency 

 

Johnson County Crisis Center Common Fund - $2,400 

This fund is used for a variety of emergencies.  At this time of year it is often used to assist families with 

heating bills. 

 

Friendship and Community Go Hand in Hand   

Please join us in celebrating both, and in supporting the mission of the Compeer Program to reduce the loneli-
ness and isolation of adults living with mental illness by creating supported friendships with trained communi-
ty volunteers.  A local non-profit organization, the Compeer Program has promoted this mission for 17 years 
with funds raised by the “Sound of Friendship.”   This year’s dessert concert will take place on Saturday, Feb-
ruary 24, 2018 at Our Redeemer Lutheran Church.  Pre-concert music of pianist Al Zimmerman will be begin 
7:00 followed at 7:30 by Kol Shira performing a rich diversity of international music bringing warmth, harmo-
ny, and soul.  University of Iowa’s Intersection A Cappella, a group of 10 male U of I students, will sing pop 
culture favorites and throwbacks to earlier eras.  Lastly, Home Brewed Lite, a local mix of great musicians who 
play everything from blues, country, and rock and roll, will have you tapping your toes.  If that’s not enough, 
please join the performers and Compeer Board for gourmet desserts following the concert.  Tickets are $20 
each and may be purchased at www.compeerjohnsoncountyiowa.org, from a Compeer Board Member or by 
contacting the Compeer Office at 319-329-8000.  Tickets will also be available at the door. 
 

Iowa City Hospice 

Iowa City Hospice offers a 7-session Understanding Your Grief support program to adults who are dealing with 
the death of a loved one. Pre-registration required. The next Understanding Your Grief support program will 
be offered on Mondays from 4:30 - 6:00 pm, starting February 5, 2018 and ending March 19, 2018. To regis-
ter, please contact Shannon Napier or Julie Bockenstedt at 319-351-5665.  

 

http://www.compeerjohnsoncountyiowa.org


Outreach 

Letter from the Global Missions Team 
To the Zion Lutheran congregation as a whole,  
 
Thank you for steadfastly supporting Global Mission initiatives over the past years.  Your support has allowed 
us to build homes in Mexico, offer educational opportunities during world mission events, special Sunday  
occurrences such as Deutche Weihnachten and of course kept our relationship with the Lambo Lutheran Par-
ish strong.  That you have seen a willingness to embrace our commitment to Lambo through our periodic vis-
its and, in more active ways such as helping to fund the Integrated Farming project and make the repairs 
needed at Mombea Primary School, speaks to your ongoing desire to keep mission a part of who we are as a 
congregation.  Both of these would not happen without people like you showing your willingness to support 
the Lambo Mission in a tangible way.  Know that our commitments to Lambo are gratefully acknowl-
edged  and, what we do as a Christian community to help all, does not go unnoticed by the village as a whole 
and those who do not share our particular faith.  We are a witness to God's abounding love.   
 
Regarding the school project, we are getting ready to send $56,086 to Lambo so they can begin necessary  
repairs and modernize as best able.  This figure represents $22,543 in direct donations from you and matched 
by our mystery benefactor, $1,000 dollars from the Sunday School offering and $10,000 dollars from the Kraut 
supper.  In anticipation of this, we just received the following correspondence from Lambo.   
 
The great and excellent news about the level funding you have been blessed to mobilize for Mombea Primary 
School has continued to resonate in the hearts of members of the Lambo Community.  God is ever great, with 
lots of surprises for mankind.  We were almost like, wait and see how much we can do for this school, which is 
in essence a brainchild of Iowa.  As you may recall, you supported us right from the beginning of the idea for 
establishing that School.  And now, committed as ever, you now are committed to work with the Lambo villag-
ers to complete it.  This School will remain an icon of a model for a great infrastructure of a school in the 
whole Mwanga District and beyond. Once again, on their behalf, thank you so much for your dedication to see 
this facility completed in a deserving level.  I have already shared the news with the church members when I 
read and translated your pre-Christmas mail, as you asked me to do so.  I have also  met the Head Teacher of 
the school together with the Chairman of the School Committee, to inform them of the task ahead.   We have 
asked the Lambo Village Chairman to call a meeting of the Village Government/Council on Tuesday, to discuss 
the project and its management.  Also invited in the meeting will be the Parish Pastor, William 
(Companionship Committee Chairperson) and a representative of the Lambo Church Elders.  The meeting will 
decide and propose which account to send the funds and how to manage the whole project. As I promised the 
last time we met here, I have volunteered to spend my time to work with the villagers in managing the project 
to its completion and ensure full disclosure accordingly, to you and related stakeholders. 
 
Together we do make a difference.   
 

ONE GOD, ONE WORLD, ONE MISSION 
 
Sincerely,  
Zion’s Global Mission Team 
 
 
 
 



Contact Us  

Office Hours:  

Monday-Thursday   

9:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.  

Friday:  

 9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.  

Tel: 319-338-0944   

Email: office@zionlutheran-ic.org 

Website: www.zionlutheran-ic.org 

 

Zion Lutheran Church 

310 N. Johnson Street 

Iowa City, Iowa  52245 

http://www.facebook.com/zioniowacity 

http://www.instagram.com/zioniowacity 

Ministers 
All Members 

 
Council  
Randy Willman, President 
Diane Baumbach, Vice President 
Katie Martin, Secretary 
Ed Scheetz, Treasurer 
Phyllis Chang 
Ken Fate 
David Gosse 
Amy Little 
Matt Seberger 
 
Pastor 
Jennifer Lutz, Associate Pastor 
Duane Miller, Interim Senior Pastor 

Zion is a Reconciling in Christ Congregation 
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