
 

 

 

Pastor Carlson’s Annual Report 
 

 Not everyone comes to the annual voter’s meeting. If you did 
not come, you are missing out on what is going on “behind the 
scenes” – so to speak. 
 It is important to know where we have come from. Zion lost a 
lot of people before the vacancy.  Then there was Covid and a vacan-
cy! There were many who “hunkered down” and did not come back.  
Then Zion got a new pastor.  
 In the three years I have been here, attendance has stabilized 
and we are beginning to grow. We are having more baptisms than 
funerals, many visitors, and people joining our congregation. Zion 
and Open Arms are now full partners in ministry. We are getting 
maintenance done that was put off far too long. Zion now has a 
“smart” heating system with new software, hardware, valves, and 
sensors. This spring Open Arms is getting high efficiency boilers.  
This all came out of our maintenance reserve fund. We have a lean, 
but balanced budget. 
 Looking ahead we have a lot of work to do together. As a       
congregation we need to do “stray sheep patrol.”  This isn’t a job for 
the pastors or elders, but for every one of us. We are going to have 
“bring a friend Sundays” every month, after Easter. These will        
include grilling out. We will continue working together to carry out 
the Great Commission by inviting people to church and our partner-
ships with Lutheran Indian Ministries and Alaska Mission for 
Christ. We will continue serving the community through Open 
Arms, our garden, and our partnerships with the Rescue Mission 
and the Food Bank. Elia and I are working with the Lutheran Church 
in the Philippines to get workers for Open Arms. 
 Exciting things are happening. God is doing great things 
through all of us and will continue to do so.  

    Your fellow missionary in the harvest 
  Pastor Andy Carlson 
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Zion Service Times 
 

Divine Services 

 9:00 a.m. 

6:00 p.m. 
 

Education Hour 
 

10 :15 a.m.   
Class for Kids 3-12 

10:30 a.m. 
Class for 

Youth -Adults 
 

Celebrate  
Recovery 

Fridays   

6:30 p.m. 
Light Meal 

7:00 p.m.  
Large group 

Little children, 
let us not love 

in word or talk 
but in deed and 

in truth. 
1 John 3:18 



 

 

ZION LEADERSHIP COUNCIL    

President — Jim Oleson 
Vice President — Cody Koch 

Treasurer — Karen Holmberg 

Secretary — Denise Dixion 

Seat A1— Drew Brant 

Seat A2 — Kerry Gronewold 

Seat B1 — Bridger Koch 

Seat B2 — Paul Lyle 

  

ZION BOARD of ELDERS 

Elder Chair– Dan Treakle 

Seat A1 - Steve Kunz 

Seat A2 - Mike Beifuss 

Seat B1 - Steve Peterson 

Seat B2 - Nathan Milan 

Seat C1 - Steve Wiese 

Seat C2 - Bill Slayden 

 

CELEBRATE RECOVERY 

Dave & Liz Gerdes, (907) 347-3564  
 gerdes@gci.net 
 

BUILDING STEWARDSHIP 

admin@zionfairbanks.org 

Craig Robinson  

Dave Butherus  

Steve Powers 

Brett Helms 

 

 

 

 

 

OPEN ARMS BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

President —Erin Matray 

Vice President — Janice Witt 

Secretary — Linda Gronewold 

Treasurer —Ian Ludwig 

Members at Large:  

Wendy Brant  

Lisa Carlson 

Doris Heilman 

Heather Koch 

Jen Shelton 

Kim Grage 
  

OPEN ARMS CDC  (907) 455-9466 

 www@openarmsfairbanks.org 

Administration: 

Director, Elia Peterson 

Assistant Director, Open 

Financial Manager, Maria Vilchez   

Receptionist, Maylyn Tawney 

Accounting, Rebecca Burcell 
 

ZION LUTHERAN  (907) 456-7660 

 www.zionfairbanks.org 

Senior Pastor, Rev. Andrew Carlson 
       acarlson@zionfairbanks.org 

Specific Ministry Pastor, Rev. Scott Barkdull  
 sbarkdull@zionfairbanks.org 

Discipleship Coordinator, Heather Koch 

 HKoch@zionfairbanks.org  

Alaska Mission for Christ Coordinator, Nathan 
Milan 
 nathanmilan@alaskamissionforchrist.org 

Administrative Assistant, Janice Witt 
 jwitt@zionfairbanks.org 

Building Sexton, Catherine Harding 

Leadership & Staff of Zion Lutheran & Open Arms 

http://www.zionfairbanks.org/home


 

 

For couples… 
 

THE COMPLEXITIES OF FORGIVENESS 
 
I forgive you. Is forgiveness as simple as saying those three words? Occasionally, it might 
be. Other times, it’s much more complicated. 
 

The truth is, forgiveness is a crucial part of a lifelong marriage. You will inevitably experi-
ence and inflict hurts in your marriage. Without forgiveness, however, your relationship 
can become brittle and bogged down by the anger and resentment of those past wounds. 
Learning to embrace the various aspects of forgiveness opens you up to the possibility of 
peace, growth, and even a stronger marriage. 
 

While the benefits of forgiveness seem straightforward enough, forgiveness itself can     
actually be quite complex. Let’s explore some of the reasons why. 
 

1. There’s a discrepancy between your head and heart. 
 

Sometimes you might want to to forgive your spouse, but deep down you’re still holding 
onto resentment. Logically, you want to move on, but you can’t make your emotions match 
that desire. On the flip side, perhaps your spouse has fully forgiven you, but you’re having 
a hard time forgiving yourself. In either situation, there are still emotions that are           
preventing one or both of you from truly moving forward from the situation. Emotions are 
hard to change, even if you want to, which can be frustrating and confusing. 
 

2.  It operates on its own timeline. 
 

Related to the previous point, you can’t rush forgiveness, whether you’re the person 
granting it or receiving it. In some situations, it’s more of a journey than an action that can 
be checked off quickly. That journey might be shared or personal. It can take days, weeks, 
or sometimes even years. Whatever the case, it’s a process that can only happen with 
enough time. This doesn’t mean your relationship is on the rocks up until the point of full 
forgiveness. Life and marriage continue to move forward as the journey of forgiveness  
unfolds. 
 

3.  It can require intention – or not. 
 

For major betrayals or larger transgressions, forgiveness often requires a certain degree 
of intention and emotional “work.” That might mean you and your spouse working 
through deeper issues together or separately. Or it could mean seeing a marriage        
counselor or talking to your pastor. Now think about the small lapses in judgment or   
consideration that you might experience (or commit) in your day to day life. You might 
not even realize that you’re actually forgiving each other as quickly as the incident occurs; 
you do it without even thinking about it. 
 
 

Continued on page 4 



 

 

4. It can be tied to deeper issues. 
 

Sometimes you experience the discrepancy we talk about in #1, and you wonder why 
you’re having such a hard time forgiving your spouse or yourself. Often an offense can cut 
extra deep when it touches on personal triggers, past hurts, or insecurities. This can          
complicate the situation. Suddenly, you’re not only trying to work through the issue at 
hand, but also an issue from your past that you never really resolved. 
 

Shifting your mindset around forgiveness  
 

Sometimes you might think of forgiveness as the action that follows up an apology. And 
yes, there is a practical, actionable aspect to it. However, it’s much more dynamic than 
that. It’s not a static occurrence with a clear cut beginning and end. It can’t be checked off 
a to-do list like a completed chore. Much like communication or resolving conflict, it’s a 
thread that’s woven throughout your relationship,. It will continue to change and evolve, 
requiring different amounts of energy and intention over the course of your marriage. 
 
Taken from Prepare-Enrich.com blog post on January 31,2024.  
Pastor Carlson is a trained Prepare/Enrich facilitator for couples. 

. 
 



 

 



 

 



 

 

10 Reasons to Take Your Kids to Church 
 

Research shows that kids who attend church regularly are 
happier, healthier, and better-adjusted.  Here are 10 reasons 
why: 

  #1 God Commands It 

  #2  Church Teaches the Word of God (and we receive His gifts   
in the sacraments) 

  #3  Church Provides a Loving, Supportive Community 

  #4  Church Strengthens Families 

  #5  Church Provides Opportunities to Help Others 

  #6  Church Provides Kids with Good Role Models 

  #7  Churchgoers Enjoy Better Health and Well-being 

  #8  Church is a Great Place to Make Quality Friends 

  #9  Churchgoers Are Happier 

#10  Taking Your Kids to Church Each Week Develops a Habit 
 

*For more in-depth reading on this topic go to the source      
article at this link: 

10 Reasons to Take Your Kids to Church (parentingwithfocus.org)  

https://www.parentingwithfocus.org/post/10-reasons-why-you-should-take-your-kids-to-church


 

 

The Women’s Bible Study  
meets every Tuesday morning at 10:00 a.m.   

The study is on Romans 
For more information contact Cheryl Treakle at 

(907) 347-6371. 
All women welcome 

Bible Study for All 
 

The Bible Study on Wednesday mornings meets at 6:30 a.m.  
They are studying the upcoming Sunday’s scripture readings.  

Anyone is free to come.  
Want more info, then contact Kerry at (907) 378-9653,  

Randy  (907) 479-8363, or Pastor Carlson. 
All are welcome 

Home Bible Studies  
are held on Thursdays and align with the weeks lectionary.  

If interested in joining a home bible study contact any of the  following hosts for details:  

Paul & Ruth Lyle, Bill and Chris Slayden, 

or the church office.  

Men's Bible Study 
You are invited to come to a Men’s Bible Study.  

From 9:00 a.m. –11:00 a.m. Breakfast will be provided  

Next one is April 20, 2024 



 

 

Different Ways to  help support   
Zion Lutheran Church 

Fred Meyer Community Rewards Program 

We are  enrolled in this program. You can participate by  visiting   

https://www.fredmeyer.com.  

Once logged into your Fred Meyer account you can search for Zion Lutheran Church either 
by name or HC894 and then click Enroll. New users will need to create an account which 
requires a valid email address and a rewards card. This is a great way to support Zion and 

has no effect on your reward points. 

 For your information: if  you would like  to give to other areas in the church besides your 

general offering and want to give through simply giving (VANCO). Feel free to go to this 

app where there are three extra tiles to click on. They are: Mortgage Principal Reduction, 

Building Maintenance Fund and Youth fund for National Youth Gathering.  



 

 

Embrace our Open Arms Employees: A lovely little Easter basket was         
delivered to each Open Arms staff member this week. THANK YOU to those 
who donated their time and efforts making the baskets and providing artwork, 
baking cookies, packaging the jelly bellies with the Easter story, providing gift 
cards, making the Bible verse bookmarks, providing chocolates, donating 
money, and assembling the goodies in the baskets. If you would like to assist 
with a future morale booster, contact Lisa Carlson @ (907)322-9987. 



 

 

HOPE 
 

Higher Power 
 

Everything comes from God alone, Everything lives by His power.  
(Romans 11:36, TLB) 

 

Openness to Change 
 

Now your attitude and thoughts must all be constantly changing for the better. 
 Yes, you must be a new and different person. 

(2 Corinthians 12:9 PH) 
 

Power to Change 
 

Lead me; teach me; for you are the God who gives me salvation. I have no hope  
except in you.  

(Psalm 25:5 TLB) 
 

Expect to Change 
 

I am sure God who began the good work within you will keep right on helping you grow in His grace 
until His walk with you is finally finished on that day when Jesus Christ returns. 

(Philippians 1:6, TLB) 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Celebrate Recovery has been serving individuals for over 25 years; at Zion for 13. 
This is a Christ-centered program. The 12 Steps are tied to Scripture and the 8  

Principles are based on the Beatitudes and they offer participants a clear path of  
salvation and discipleship; bringing hope, freedom, sobriety, healing, and the           op-
portunity to give back one day at a time through our one and only true Higher  Power, 

Jesus Christ.  
 

Dave & Liz Gerdes  (907) 347-3564 

Friday Evenings At Zion 
 

6:30 p.m. Light Meal 
7:00 p.m. Large Group 
8:00 p.m. Open Share 



 

 

 Celebrate Recovery had to put a pause on our children's program, "Celebration 
Place", due to a shortage of staff.  We are looking for volunteers who love working 
with children so that we can staff up to relaunch Celebration Place. On Friday nights 
from 6:30-9:00pm, we need two people, a lead teacher and an assistant, and an alternate       
or two for when people are sick or on vacation. We will provide the curriculum                 
materials.  We prefer to have volunteers.  Our best teachers have always been people that 
do it out of love of children and a sense of mission. We also prefer to have someone from 
Zion Church.  However, as long as we have the funds, we can offer pay if we need to, and 
we will accept people from outside our church, but they must be practicing Christians. 

 Training will be provided, and you will be given the contact information for the    
Celebration Place regional director for ongoing support and problem-solving assistance.  
Zion Celebrate Recovery will also pay for you to be able to access CRs online training 
event.  
 

Contact Liz Gerdes for more detailed information.at 907-347-3564. 

Celebrate Recovery News  



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

Leslye Korvola April 01 

Ashanti Decaro April 06 

Tod Witt April 09 

Debra Greer April 11 

Vida Helms April 11 

Sarah Milan April 12 

Edward Gillen April 13 

Florence Caskey April 15 

Lance Carlson April 16 

Autumn Wiese April 16 

Emily Matray April 17 

Franklen Heffle April 19 

Caroline  Atkinson April 20 

Bridger Koch April 21 

Thomas Hester April 25 

Doris Casey April 26 

Kaylynn Penefield April 26 

Jimmy Blevins April 27 

DeAnna Fisher April 27 

On your birthday and anniversary,  

we pray God blesses you,  

and each day that follows.  

May you hear His  voice,  

follow His footsteps,  

be comforted by His care,  

And live in His grace everyday. 

Steven & JoAnn Wiese April 13 

Craig & Madalyn Lehrer April 16 

Robert & Cecelia Rothermel April 21 

If we missed your Birthday or Anniversary and it was due to human error, I apologize. It may be 

because we don’t have your birthday or anniversary dates in our records. We would like to be 

able to update our records to include your birthdays and anniversaries in our monthly newslet-

ter. So if you notice you are not on the list, please contact us so we can get that in our   records 

and next time you will be included on that months birthday and anniversary list.  

Thank You! 



 

 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday  Thursday Friday Saturday  

 1 2  
10:00 a.m. 
Women's  

Bible Study 
6:00 p.m. 

Open Arms 
Board  meets 

 
Pastors on 
Vacation 

3 
6:30 a.m. 

Bible Study  
For All 

 
 
 
 
 

4 
 

 

 

 

 

 

5 
6:30 p.m. 
CR  meal 
7:00 p.m. 

CR meeting 
 
 

 

 

6 
2:00 pm 

Zion 
Woman's 

Event  
Burlap 
Cross 
Craft 

 

7 9:00 a.m. 
Worship 

10:15 a.m. 
Education 

Hour 
6:00 p.m. 
Worship  

 

8 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

9  
10:00 a.m. 
Women's  

Bible Study 
 
 
 

 

10 
6:30 a.m. 

Bible Study  
For All 

 
 
 

 

11 12 
6:30 p.m. 
CR  meal 
7:00 p.m. 

CR meeting 

13 

14  
9:00 a.m. 
Worship 

10:15 a.m. 
Education 

Hour 
6:00 p.m. 
Worship  

15 16 10:00 a.m. 
Women's  

Bible Study 
6:00 p.m. 

Elders  
Meeting 

6:00 p.m. 
College and 

Career 
Ping Pong 

Tournament  

17 
6:30 a.m. 

Bible Study  
For All 

18 
3:30 p.m. 

Spring Fling 
Family  

Festival 

19 
6:30 p.m. 
CR  meal 
7:00 p.m. 

CR meeting 

20 

21  
9:00 a.m. 
Worship 

10:15 a.m. 
Education 

Hour 
6:00 p.m. 
Worship  

22 23  
10:00 a.m. 
Women's  

Bible Study 
6:00 p.m. 

Leadership 
Council 
Meeting 

24 
6:30 a.m. 

Bible Study  
For All 

25 26 
6:30 p.m. 
CR  meal 
7:00 p.m. 

CR meeting 

27 

28 9:00 a.m. 
Worship 

10:15 a.m. 
Education 

Hour 
12:30 p.m. 
HS Game 

Night 
At Brant’s 
6:00 p.m. 
Worship  

29 30  


