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I’ve always loved the Christmas season.  It 

seems to fill us with wonder, a bit easier than oth-

er parts of the year.  I remember when I was little, 

on evenings where we’d have a fresh few inches 

of snow, Mom and Dad would take us out on 

“Winter Wonder Walks.” The night would be black 

and the air would be crisp, and my Mom and Dad 

would pull me and my siblings in sleds.  We could 

go right in the middle of the roads in our little town 

as no one would be out in the snowy weather.  

When you’re a kid, there is a magic in the Christ-

mas season, but when you get older you find that 

this ‘magic’ really comes from what we do for oth-

ers and seeing the impact.  Ironically this is exact-

ly the mission to which God has called us to fulfill.  

And it brings back that awe and wonder. 

And if you have a bit of a young heart like me, 

getting out in the woods on a quiet snowy night, 

breaking fresh tracks with snow shoes or cross 

country skis brings an awe and wonder of God’s 

creation,  especially when 1000’s of little white 

pieces  

 

 

 

 

Good Folks of Zion, Merry Christmas!! 

of God’s artistry (snowflakes) fall all around 

you.  Have you ever looked at images of snow-

flakes taken from under micro scopes?  They 

are amazing.  Google it “snowflakes under mi-

croscopes” and you will another example how 

the God who created us and our planet is an 

amazing artist!  I’ll put one image below.  

This season think back to a time where you 

were filled with the wonder of it all, and how 

this God we worship still evokes wonder in 

your heart today.  How are you filled? And 

when you are filled, on what or whom do you 

pour the love of God.  I imagine our family will 

go on a few ‘winter wonder walks,’ and I’ll prob-

ably bring Mary on a few skis through the 

woods marveling at this creation we’ve been 

blessed with.  And I’ll try to focus on, even 

more than to-do lists, on Christ, who came to 

us as a baby, and continues to come to us eve-

ry day through both friends and strangers, and 

The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. 
 We have seen his glory, the glory of the  

one and only Son, who came  
from the Father, full of grace and truth. -John 1:14 

Don’ forget, new to Zion this year we will be having Advent services.  They will be smaller, quiet and 

a bit contemplative as we wait in this season of advent, for the birth of Jesus, in whom we see the 

very heart of God.   

Advent services will be held December Wednesdays 5th, 12th and 19th at 6:15pm 

Christmas Eve Service- Monday December 24th at 5pm 

 

God’s blessings to you and your family this Christmas Season ><> 

Pastor Joe  

https://www.womansday.com/relationships/family-friends/a20038091/mothers-day-surprise-gift/


 

 
November Reports 

Attendance & Giving Reports 

October 21 80 people — $5,500 

October 28 164 people — $3,372 

November 4 104 people — $8,256 

November 11 155 people — $3,769 

November 18 77 people — $3,557 

   

  

 
There is no ZION W-ELCA  

Meeting in December 
 

Please include in your prayers those of our Zion 
family who reside in nursing homes in the area. 

  

 Ina Baer 
 Vickie Muller    Norma Nichols  
 Kate Nelson    Bev Sacia  
 Bev Kohlmeyer    Ardell Hilt 
 Marian Nichols 

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES 
 

To serve as a greeter, lector, liturgist, communion 
assistant, usher, or other worship service tasks, 
please sign your name to the sheet found near the 
bulletin board in the Narthex.  Questions?                             
Contact Jane Johnson at 582-4502. 

Operation Christmas Child 

We delivered 386 boxes to the Winona drop off point for Operation Christmas Child 2018. 
Thanks to everyone who helped make this possible! A special thanks to the ladies who 

showed up to pack the boxes, the great shoppers, and those that donated so generously! 
Without these ladies, we couldn't do this project! Thank you to Gary and 
Lois for driving the drop-off truck to Winona. Thank you to our anony-

mous donor, who has contributed many ($$) dollars to help this project 
grow and keep going! I ask for your continued prayers for the safe de-

livery of the boxes and blessings on the children and their families that 
receive them. Also pray that these families will receive Christ in their 
hearts. We will continue to take donations for shipping until Dec. 16th. 

Hungry Jar update 
 

February  Synod Sheep Project  $376.56 
March  Synod Sheep Project  $326.00 
April  Synod Sheep Project  $464.00 
May   ELCA Good Gifts   $295.00 
June  Summer Food Program $288.75 
July   Summer Food Prgrm $376.01 
Aug  Summer Food Prgrm $248.00 
Sept Quilters shipping  $357.72 
Oct   Operation Christmas $332.61 
Nov  Local food pantry  $333.35 
 

   The Holiday Choir         

will rehearse each Wednesday at 
6:45 pm.  Practice will go 

through Christmas week.  Choir 
director: Beth Meunier, Music: 

Selisa Erickson 

A Few November Highlights 
 

 Oct 31; Trunk or Treat 
 Nov 7; Depression / Anxiety info session  
 Nov 8; Welca Thank Offering program 
 Nov 14; Community meal 
 Nov 14; Hunter’s worship service 
 Nov 17; Fall lunch and sale 
 Nov 20; Faith in action to Our Saviors 
 

Christmas decorating the church 
Zion’s Christmas Decorating Party—
Saturday,  Dec. 8th at 8:30a.m. Everyone 
is welcome to help us decorate Zion      
Lutheran for Christmas. Refreshments will 
be provided. 

 

Zion Baptisms 
 November 11, 2018 / Colton Miller, son of Kristen 

& James Miller 
 December 2, 2018 / Alexander Buelow, son of 

Jolene & Alan Buelow 



 

 December Bulletin Board 
 Youth News 

   
You are invited to Join us for our “Kids Club 

Community Meal”  served from 5:00pm until 
6:00pm on Dec. 12th.  All Are Welcome! 
 

 All 6th through 12th graders are invited to 
join us for “Quake” in Wisconsin Dells. 

Jan. 18th -20th. The theme this year is: 
  

  Diverge 
 

 “Do not conform to the pattern of this 
 world, but be transformed by the              
 renewing of your mind. Then you will be 

 able to test and approve what God’s will 
 is-His good, pleasing and perfect will.”   

 Romans 12:2 
A time to 
grow in faith 

together. 
Deadline to 

register is 
Nov. 6th  
  

 along with a $50 deposit. 
 Contact Deb to register / Hotel Costs 

 depends on how many attend. Included 
 with hotel, wrist bands for the water 
 park. Meals not included with registra-

 tion fee.  
 Must have 5 or more sign up to go 

 or we will not attend. 
 

 Attention Parish Pals: the youth in action stu-
dents invite you to join us for a Christmas party 
on Wed. Dec. 19th at 5:30 here at the church. 
Please bring a food pantry item. A meal will be 
served at 5:30. See you there! 

 

 Fudge is back! The youth are selling fudge 
again this year.  Plain chocolate, chocolate with 
nuts and peanut butter chocolate. $8.00 for a 1 
lb. box. Please contact the church office, Deb or 
any of our high school youth to order. Deadline is 
Dec. 9th.   Orders will 
be available for pick 
up on Dec. 16th from 
10am—noon here at 
the church. 

 Proceeds help with 
 youth activities. 

 

Community Giving Tree 
 

Look for the Giving tree, which will go up soon. 
We will be donating items and small amounts 

of cash to help a local family, community 
members dealing with serious illness, nursing 
home residents, and Eden House residents 

from our congregation. 
Take a tag and pur-

chase the item. Bring 
the UNWRAPPED gifts 
and put in the contain-

ers under the tree. Re-
turn the gifts no lat-

er than Tues. Dec. 18  to insure delivery. 
What a perfect time of the year to give some-

thing to someone that has little or nothing. If 
you know of someone we should add to our 
list, or have questions, please contact Lori 

Nastvold at (608) 865-0630. 
 
  

Advent worship services 
 

This Sunday marks the beginning of the season of 
Advent.  Join us for one or more of our Advent       
services: 
Wednesday, December 5th @ 6:15pm 
Wednesday, December 12th @ 6:15pm 
Wednesday, December 19th @ 6:15pm 

The Pioneer Christmas Party  
will be Wed., Dec 5th at 11:30 am.  Please bring 
an unwrapped grocery item that begins with the 
first letter of your first name (example: Phyllis—

peas, Joan-jam). 
Any questions, 
please call Jane: 
608.484.0579  



 

 

 

Birthdays 

 

 

Nelson, Roger    12/2 

Jacobs, Kenneth L.   12/3 

Kaste, Lois    12/3 

McKeeth Jr., Audrey A.  12/3 

Howe, Kyle E.    12/5 

Anderson, Ray   12/6 

Wunsch, Emily   12/6 

Iverson, Brianna   12/7 

Miller, Thomas D.   12/9 

Nuland, Emma   12/10 

Severson, Harold   12/11 

Volden, Chelsey   12/11 

Craney, Kristina   12/12 

Martin, Jacqueline   12/12 

Dagendesh, Robin   12/13 

Vosseteig, Jill    12/13 

Deeren, Gordon G.   12/14 

Evanson, Duane T.   12/14 

Thesing, Robin   12/16 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Forster, Charles C.   12/17 

Hilt, Ardell    12/18 

Mahutga, Jean   12/18 

Fabian, Koltyn    12/19 

Nemitz, Beverly   12/19 

Ballentine, Jaeven   12/20 

Gardner, Kelly    12/24 

Householder, Dennis  12/24 

Monahan, Kaley   12/26 

Byom, Sarah    12/27 

Fritsch, Elizabeth A.  12/28 

Knights, Nathan   12/28 

Bohn, Barret    12/29 

Dahl, Daniel    12/30 

Jensen, Philip A.   12/30 

McCurdy, Bethany   12/31 

Symitczek, Candace  12/31 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Anniversaries 
John & Sue Breitung 

 December 17th 

David & Selisa Erickson 

  December 19th 

Edward A. & Renata Arneson 

  December 30th 

Hugh W. & Bev Kohlmeyer 

  December 30th 

                                            

December Birthdays & Anniversaries 

Did we forget someone? 
If you do not see your birthday or  
anniversary date in the Tidings, 

please contact the church office so 
we can update our records.        



 

 

Zion Lutheran Council Minutes 
November 6, 2018 / Draft 

Council Members Present:   Pastor Joe Iverson, 
Treasurer: Sheryl Arms, Finance & Stewardship: 
Joe Roehl, Property & Grounds: Dave Nuland,  
Worship & Music: Jackie Joanis, Director of Disci-
pleship: Deb Householder, Secretary: Louise Jan-
ke.  
  
Council Members Absent:  President:  Kathy 
Meunier, Vice-President: vacant, Membership & 
Shepherding: Julie Schindler, Outreach: Steve 
Putz, Youth Ministry: Allison Redsten, Administra-
tive Assistant: Scott Frampton, Social Concerns: 
Vacant.  
  
The meeting was called to order at 6:30 pm by  
Pastor Joe.  Pastor opened the meeting with a    
devotion and prayer.  
 

Secretary’s Report: The minutes of October 2nd, 
2018 meeting were reviewed and discussed.  A  
motion was made to accept the September 4th 
Council minutes with corrections. Motion carried.   
Treasurer’s Report:  The Treasurer’s report was 
reviewed, and the budget year-to-date was         
discussed.  A motion was made to approve         
October, 2018 report.  Motion carried. 
Pastor’s Report:  Pastor Joe reflected on his first 
‘Trunk or Treat’ and Zion Haunted House held on 
October 31st.  He indicated that over 250 people 
went through the Haunted House and that an esti-
mated 500 plus people had at least traveled past 
the church during the festivities. Pastor Joe also 
shared there are two upcoming baptisms at Zion, a 
November Hunters’ Worship service, along with  
opportunities for adult education and an Outdoor 
Worship.  He provided information on the upcoming 
midweek Advent services scheduled for December 
5th, 12th, and 19th. There will be a discussion about 
having a soup with bread meal prior to each       
service.    
 

 

Old Business:  
Dave Nuland indicated that there is a leak in the roof 

above the sanctuary.  He will investigate this 
week. He also shared the power to the parson-
age garage will be repaired/restored this month. 
Dave also stated he will be posting a sign up 
sheet in the Narthex to request assistance with 
snow removal/snow blower as we approach De-
cember.  He is hoping to establish a rotating 
schedule.   

Deb Householder indicated there were 61 attendees 
at the Confirmation Supper held the evening of 
October 27th.  She also shared the need for new 
Confirmation robes due to longtime wear.  Deb 
also provided an update related to the Haunted 
House and ‘Trunk or Treat’ with 15 young people 
involved with the planning and operation of the 
event.   

Pastor Joe reminded everyone of the upcoming per-
sonnel reviews and requested that committees 
submit their 2019 budget requests by December 
1st. 

New Business:  
Members of the Elevator Committee joined the 

Council meeting at 6:45pm.  Ardelle Williamson 
indicated there was a current ‘Elevator Fund’ bal-
ance of $217,659.  She also shared the group 
had secured four bids for the elevator project 
with an average bid of $315,000.  Discussion fol-
lowed related to the calculation of the required 
75% funds raised prior to beginning the construc-
tion.  The committee will follow up with the build-
er with the lowest bid to accept and ensure the 
bid included the ‘tax exempt’ status of the 
church. 

 
A motion was made to adjourn the meeting.  Motion 
carried.  The meeting adjourned at 7:55 pm after 
closing with prayer by Pastor Joe.  The next meeting 
will be December 7th, at 6:30 pm.  

 

 

Respectfully submitted,  
Louise Janke, Council Secretary  



 

 
Date  

Communion 
Assistants 

Greeters Ushers Media Acolyte 

December 2  

 

9:00 am  

Joe & Judy Roehl,    
Barb Longwell 

The Burken family Marc & Lori Meinking 
Zach 

Gilbertson 
Emma 

Schindler 

December 9  

9:00 am  

Dave & Carmen Nuland, 
Lori Nastvold 

The Nuland family 
Dave & Selisa 

Erickson 
Nick Moen Brady Seiling 

December 16  

9:00 am  

Allison Redsten,         
Jim & Kathy Filkouski 

Joan Burken 
Jennifer Hess, Collin 
Zarcone, Steve Putz 

Sarah Burken Nolan Burken 

December 23  

9:00 am  

Mike & Kelly Oslie, 
Chuck Forster 

Jane Johnson Tom & Nancy Goller Hannah Trim Kaylee Hauge,  

December 30  
Duane & Julie Evenson, 

Jackie Joanis 
LaVon Manchuk 

Mike & Carol 
Rasmussen 

Abby 
Braunreiter 

Kathryn Craney 

Those Serving Sundays in December 

Date  Lectors Coffee Servers 
Offering Counters 

(Mondays or Tuesdays) 
Organist/Pianist 

December 2  

 

9:00 am  
Joe Roehl Tom & Nancy Goller 

Jane Johnson, Arlene 

Severson, Marge Lakey 
Kathy Meunier 

December 9  

9:00 am  
Nancy Lerum 

Mary McKeeth,   
Lynda Mason 

Jane Johnson, Arlene 

Severson, Marge Lakey 
Hunter Evenson 

December 16  

9:00 am  
Gary Meunier 

Kathy & Wayne 
Meunier 

Jane Johnson, Arlene 

Severson, Marge Lakey 
Hunter Evenson 

December 23  

9:00 am  
Chuck Forster T.B.D. 

Joe Roehl, Sheryl Arms, 

Nancy Goller 
Kathy Meunier 

December 30  Jackie Joanis Fifth Sunday potluck 
Joe Roehl, Sheryl Arms, 

Nancy Goller 
Linda Gundacker 

Candle Care:  Dave Nuland   Communion Set-up:  Nancy Hovell 
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54630 -0684 

SUNDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
 

9:00a.m. 
Story time for kidsðoffered during part of 

worship service 
 

 
 

 Contact Information 

Church office  

Phone: 582-2818   

Open 9am to 2pm, Mon.ðThur. 

(office closed on Fridays) 

e-mail: zziongale@gmail.com 
 

Emergency contact:                          

Pastor Joe Iverson 

Phone: (608) 865-0203 

 

 
 Attention Parish Pals: the youth in action students invite 

you to join us for a Christmas party on Wed. Dec. 19
th
 at 

5:30 here at the church. Please bring a food pantry item. A 
meal will be served at 5:30. See you there! 

 
 Fudge is back! The youth are selling fudge again this 

year.  Plain chocolate, chocolate with nuts and peanut but-
ter chocolate. $8.00 for a 1 lb. box. Please contact the 
church office, Deb or any of our high school youth to order. 
Deadline is Dec. 9

th
.   Orders will be available for pick up on 

Dec. 16
th
 from 10am—noon here at the church. 

Proceeds help with youth     
activities. 

 
 


