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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ: 

Although there are many difficulties we face today with the 
economy and the election and war and so forth, still we have 
much to be grateful for. We have our families, our health, our 
work, our homes, and our church. It is a blessing that we have 
a national holiday called Thanksgiving, which we observe 
every November. It is a nice holiday to gather with our family 
and friends and celebrate our love and fellowship with one an-
other. In the Christian church, we give thanks to God every 

day through our Lord Jesus Christ. He is our true reason for thanksgiving, for Christ has won 
for us the victory over sin and death, and the power of the devil. By His cross and resurrection, 
Christ has opened the kingdom of heaven to all believers. Now this is something to give thanks 
for! What a relief to our conscience, what freedom to our soul, what joy to our heart! Now we 
do not have to worry about the things that trouble us most, but instead we can live a life of 
thanksgiving. Because of Christ and what He has done for us, we can have genuine gratitude in 
our hearts, every day, every moment. I like to call it an attitude of gratitude. You may have 
heard that phrase before, but it is worth contemplating again and again. It means we do not go 
around begrudging or expecting everything, but rather live as if everything is a gift and bless-
ing, and we express that gratitude with our words and actions. Jesus teaches us this. How many 
times did He stop to pray, how many times did He give thanks to the Father? In the Gospel of 
Luke, we read that it was His custom to attend the Synagogue (Luke 4:16), and it was His cus-
tom to pray at the Mount of Olives (Luke 22:39). In both references the Scripture says it was 
Christ’s custom to worship and pray. When Jesus fed the 5,000 with five loaves and two fish, 
he gave thanks (John 6:11). And finally, on the night when He was betrayed, when He celebrat-
ed the Lord’s Supper, he put thanksgiving at the heart of Christian worship when He took the 
bread and gave thanks, and likewise with the cup (Matthew 26:26-29; Mark 14:22-25; Luke 
22:19-20; 1 Corinthians 11:23-26). In this way Christ memorialized thanksgiving, for with this 
thanksgiving we are fed with the bread from heaven, the body and blood of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, which, if anyone eats of this, will live forever (John 6:51). The apostle Paul reminds us 
to give thanks to God in everything, “for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.” (1 
Thessalonians 5:18). Thank God that He is in control and works all things together for our good 
and His glory (Romans 8:28). May the Lord so bless and keep you that you have an attitude of 
gratitude!  
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CASA Comes to Zion 

 

Your Zion Council invited Yaque (Jackie) Delval of First Circuit CASA (Court Ap-

pointed Special Advocates) to visit with the congregation on October 2, 2022. 

Yaque stressed the need for volunteers for our area. CASA volunteers are a court-

appointed advocate for abused and neglected children in court proceedings. 

First Circuit CASA is a private, nonprofit organization that recruits, trains, and su-

pervises volunteers dedicated to advocating for the needs of abused and neglect-

ed children currently in court proceedings. The program promotes safe, perma-

nent homes for all children and seeks to educate the community concerning the 

needs of abused and neglected children. 

Many of the children in need of a CASA volunteer are in the foster care system. 

CASA volunteers receive extensive education and training to advocate for the chil-

dren – who through no fault of their own – are thrust into juvenile and domestic 

relations court and often, into foster care. CASA volunteers advocate for t he chil-

dren to make sure they don’t get lost in the overburdened system. Their ultimate 

responsibility otto promote safe, permanent homes as quickly as possible. It is 



A) Christmas Memories You Want to Share 

B) Favorite Christmas Recipes 

C) Christmas Stories or Poetry 

D) Fun photos of Christmases past 

E) Artwork 

F) Anything Made By a Child: artwork, paintings, etc. 

Email entries to zionlutheran@midstatesd.net or leave on the desk of 

the pastor or the administrative assistant by November 18th.  Thanks! 

******************************************************************************** 

  Do You Like Gardening? 

Do You Have extra time you could spend  

in the parsonage flower bed? 

Zion Lutheran Council is looking for someone willing to spend some extra time in the  

corner flower garden.   

Time commitment would be an hour a night a few nights a week or as you are available. 

************************************************************************* 

November 27th is 

the first Sunday of 

Advent 

 

November 30th is 

the first Wednesday  

service at 7:00 p.m. 

Thank you to all those who have  

already  helped! 

Annual Voter’s 

Meeting, Novem-

ber 13th at 11 

a.m. 



——————————— 

“Be ready 
always to 
give an  
answer to 
every man 
that asks 
you a  
reason of 
the hope 
that is in 
you.”  

By  

Lindy Hinckley, MFTI, Lutheran Family Service 

“One day, many years ago, I was nanny for a little one-year old boy 
named Ryan, the son of a dear friend of mine. This little boy filled a void 
in me, because I had always wanted a son. He was with me all day, 

every day. I took him swimming with me, took walks with him, sang to 
him, fed him, napped with him, etc. The month before I had had a mis-
carriage and I felt depressed. My first child, Kendall, had taken me seven 

years to get pregnant with after I’d had a different miscarriage. My next 
youngest child was seven years old and in a few more years I would be 
forty. As a sixteen-year old I had had a dream in which I had children: a 
few daughters and the youngest one was a son. I knew this son was 
“special” and that I’d have to wait a long time for him from this dream. 
But in my opinion, time was running out for me. I hadn’t accomplished 
anything in my life, in my opinion. I didn’t know what God wanted for 
me to accomplish in my life. I felt like life was a road that went straight 
ahead of me until the day I died, in a desert wasteland. 

I had faith at the time. I went to church, prayed, and read my scriptures. 
I knew that God loved me. I just didn’t have any hope for my life. 

As was my habit, I took a walk with Ryan in his stroller down the road 
where we lived. It was on top of a hill and there was a public access 
walking trail that was popular with the bicyclists, runners, etc. nearby. 

I was not on this trail but walking on the road that led up to it, which 
was not as popular. An older man on a bike cycled up to me, and I got a 
little nervous to be approached by a stranger but the street we were on 
was busy with cars so I paused. I said hello and the man stood in the 
street next to the curb. 

He looked at me and said, “God wants you to have hope for your life.” 

I looked at him in surprise. He continued, “Do you know what I mean?” 
He looked deep in my eyes and I felt a deep conviction that God knew 
exactly what I was lacking. 

I said, “Yes” and nodded. The man smiled, remounted his bicycle, and 
continued his way. How could this man have known the circumstances 
of my life and that the one thing I lacked was hope? 

I went home and began to read all I could about having hope. I began to 
dream about the future I wanted for myself. And then I reached higher 
and deeper and began to hope the ultimate hope: that one day I would 
be again with the Lord in his Kingdom. 



was one of the most influential things that has 

happened to me and for me in my life. I don’t 
know who the stranger was and how he knew 
just what I needed at that moment, but I’d like to 
think he was just sharing the gift he had been 
given himself. As 1 Peter 4:10 reads, “As every 
man hath received the gift, even to minister the 
same one to another.”  

I did recover from my grief and decided to be-
come a mental health counselor to help others 
with the challenges they face.   

I did learn to have hope in my life. Within two 
years I did eventually get remarried, and seven 
days after we were married conceived our first 
child together, Liberty. A year and seven days af-
ter Liberty’s birth we conceived another child, a 
little boy named Justus. I think that the number 
seven has a spiritual significance in that it is the 
same numbers of days that God created the 
world. I feel like we were blessed with our own 
“creations” too. Now, I work for Lutheran Family 
Service, a RSO of the LCMS church.  I have the 
opportunity to daily connect people to the hope 
only found in Jesus Christ. His promises are true. 

 We can have hope in our lives if we let His will 
prevail over ours.  He will lead us to a better fu-
ture than we can possibly imagine now. 

 

The Benefits of Hope for our Mental Health: 

• Hope may benefit physical health by 
boosting immune function and decreas-
ing pain, research suggests. 

• Hope is linked to lower levels of anxiety 
and depression, and it may help protect 
against those conditions. 

The Health Benefits of  Hope, by  Andrea Bonior, 
PhD. 

people who have lost the will to live. Research 
dating back decades has shown that hopeless-
ness is even more closely associated with suicide 
than is depression. "Hope is the bedrock of get-
ting out of suicidal states," says Allen at The 
Menninger Clinic.  

Fortunately, he's found most people can find 
some reason for hope, even those who have suf-
fered extensive trauma. At the clinic, Allen leads 
psychoeducational sessions with patients who 
are desperate and often suicidal. His goal in 
those group sessions is not to replace fear and 
doubt with hope, he says, but to help patients 
acknowledge that hope can exist alongside those 
negative emotions. "There's tremendous diversi-
ty in what gives people hope," he says. Patients 
often cite family members, past successes and 
faith in God as common sources of hope, he 
adds, but others have reported seeing hope in 
less obvious places: a sliver of light coming 
through the window, or the ability to be sur-
prised. "What we need to do is tap into that di-
versity," he says.  

Even people who are not suffering from depres-
sion can use a fresh infusion of hope, and re-
searchers have uncovered tangible ways to get 
it. One possible method: Get a good laugh. In one 
study, Arnau asked volunteers how hopeful they 
felt about stressors in their lives. Then some of 
the volunteers watched a humorous video while 
others watched a neutral film. Afterward, they 
filled out the hope survey again. "Hopefulness 
increased significantly after watching the humor 
video," he says (Humor, 2003). What's more, peo-
ple who scored higher on a test of sense of hu-
mor had the greatest hope boost following the 
videos. More work needs to be done to explore 
whether humor actually helps people resolve 
stressful situations, Arnau says. But in the mean-
time, it doesn't hurt to look at the world with 
amusement.  

http://www.degruyter.com/view/j/humr.2003.16.issue-1/humr.2003.006/humr.2003.006.xml


bulletins or their website for the November 

schedule. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Youth Message:  

Focus on God and His gift of peace 

 

 

ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES-OCTOBER 

12, 2022 

The October meeting of the Zion Lutheran Church Council was 

held in the fellowship hall Wednesday, October 12, 2022. In addi-

tion to Pastor Hinckley, council members attending were Rocky 

Knippling, Russ Lutter, Todd Van Den Bosch, Darrel DuVall, Eric 

Weeman, Robert Lulf, Garrett Chilson and Todd Powell. The 

meeting was called to order by Todd Powell at 8:01 PM with Pas-

tor Hinckley opening the meeting with prayer.  

 

Secretary’s Report: 

The council minutes from the September 14, 2022 meeting pre-

pared by Secretary Marsha Houska were handed out in the secre-

tary’s absence and read individually. Rocky Knippling made a mo-

tion to amend the September minutes to read “Council went into 

executive session. No action was taken”.  The motion was se-

conded by Darrell DuVall. Motion passed. 

 

Treasurer’s Report: provided by Treasurer Todd Van Den Bosch. 

General Fund:  

Beginning balance $39,156.20 
Ending balance $30,509.81 
Special Funds: 
Memorial  $15,046.78 
Building  $399.02 
Thrivent Choice $26,067.97 
Youth Acct  $6,180.53 
Zion Life Team  $316.66 
Unpaid Bills: 
ABC, LLC  $190.19 
Burke Oil  $201.69 
Central Dakota Times $176.80 
Chamberlain Wholesale $124.34 
KTC Const  $199.23 
Office Products $251.71 
Olson Pest  $244.95 
SD District LCMS $1,683.20 
Motion to approve the treasurer’s report and pay unpaid bills as 
provided was made by Rocky Knippling and seconded by Robert 
Lulf. Motion carried.  
 
Elders’ Report: presented by Darrel DuVall 

Elders had good discussion about two new elder candidates. 

Jessica Smith:  I am grateful for my 

family and their prayers and support.  

I am also grateful for the quiet 

moments God has granted me over 

these last few weeks.  Just small 

reminders of His peace, whether that 

small thing is a magnificent color-

changing tree or a beautifully done 

song.  It’s just a nice breath in the 

busyness of life to relax and focus on 

God and His gift of peace. 



This year’s confirmation students are Addelynn Hickey, Jade 
Ristau, Kruse Brennan, Lucy Swanson, Clara Lutter and 
Kaden Thompson. 

Visited Regency and Sanford September 21st 
Funeral for Dallas Pearson September 29th 
Last session of Marriage Class and Bible Study is Tuesday, 

Oct. 25 with a potluck dinner and fun night; has been 
going very well 

October 5th visited Marcheta Anderson in Sanford Hospital 
in Sioux Falls 

Some home visitations this week 
Plan to visit Melva Doerr at Sanford Hospital Thursday, Oct 

13 if possible. 
Sunday, Oct. 16 youth group meeting in the fellowship hall 

from 5:30-7:00. 
Wed. Oct. 19 Regency and Sanford visits 
Sunday Nov. 13 11:00am Annual Voters’ Meeting 
Board of Elders to nominate two elders to replace those 

whose terms are up 
To the elders whose terms are up, we thank you for your 

service. You have been greatly appreciated and hope 
you will serve our congregation again sometime in the 
future. 

Circuit meeting in Pierre Nov. 15 from 10-3 
Will visit Regency and Sanford Nov. 16 
Call, text or email if you have thoughts/questions. 605-413-

2671 rmhjr2@gmail.com 
 
Trustees’ Report: 

Kevin Olesen will blow out sprinklers. 
Downstairs bathrooms need painting and flooring; will see 

who can help with this project and when 
Ron Hopkins was called about the stoppers in sinks, toilets 

needing attention, and outside water spigot at parson-
age but no call back so will contact Warren Hickey. 

The green utility box was mentioned and Lantz got the city 
involved. 

New sunroom flooring at the parsonage has been installed 
and looks good.  

Discussion held on more new flooring in the parsonage, 
linoleum in the kitchen, new carpet, new pricing needs 
to be done due to price increases; several council 
members will take a look. Also, shower in basement is 
small and the electrical box is mounted on the shower 
wall. Suggested box be moved and replace shower with 
a larger one. 

Todd Powell recommended making a list of things needing 
repair and will prioritize. Present list at the next council 
meeting. 

Pastor thought it would be a priority to remodel the base-
ment bathroom. 

Russ mentioned call forwarding and that it is possible. 

not be invested in mutual funds. Motion was seconded 
by Russ Lutter. Motion carried. 

Russ motioned to move memorial money out of mutual 
funds and into memorial account. Robert Lulf seconded 
the motion. Motion passed. 

CASA was discussed. They need volunteers to represent 
children in foster care going through the court system. 
Nothing new. 

Concordia Plan Services Healthcare option for Pastor taken 
care of 

Todd Van Den Bosch, Todd Powell and Darrel DuVall looked 
at expenses and presented a 2023 budget draft.  

 
Next meeting will be held on Wednesday, November 9, 2022 

with elders meeting at 7 PM and council meeting at 8 PM. Mo-

tion to adjourn was made by Rocky Knippling and seconded by 

Russ Lutter. Motion carried and meeting adjourned at 9:04 pm, 

closing with the Lord’s Prayer.  

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Marsha Houska, Church Council Secretary 

(These minutes are unofficial and will be presented to the 

church council for approval at the next meeting. In the absence 

of Secretary Marsha Houska, October minutes were recorded by 

Eric Weeman and typed up by Marsha Houska.) 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

November 5 Brylee Brennan     Saturday 

Novermber 6 Leo Swanson     Sunday 

November 12 Carly Weeman     Saturday 

November 13 Rory Peterson     Sunday 

November 19 Sasha Van Den Bosch  Saturday 

November 20 Alexis Shepherd   Sunday 

November 26 Kruse Brennan     Saturday 



Nov 1  Patricia Miller 

Nov 3  Timothy Engel, Lyfe      
  Perry 

Nov 4  Lantz Brennan, Kate  
  Wiederrich 

Nov 6  Leslie Olesen, Sean  
  Wagaman 

Nov 7 Ophelia Chilson, Todd  
  Engel, Roman Van  
  Den Bosch 

Nov 8  Rebecca Reimer, Kim 
  berly Sivertsen 

Nov 9 Carol Herbst, Michael  
 Miller, Eric    
 Mueller, Jacob   
 Palmer 

Nov 10  Tosha Schmeidt,  

   Tyler Woodraska 

Nov 12  Journey Richardson 

Nov 13  Sarah Bode, Zane  
  Perry, Karen Ristau 

Nov 14  Michael Weisz 

Nov 15  Loren Bode, Ramsey  
 Brennan, Bill Shep  
 herd, Scotlyn Spier 

Nov 16  Nathan Powell 

Nov 17  John Thompson 

Nov 18  Katie Swanson 

Nov 19  Romero Perry, 

    Douglas Shaw 

Nov 21  Thomas Schmidt,  
  Thomas Swanson 

Nov 22  Ginger Koehn,  

Nov 23  Blain Bairey 

Nov 26  Wendy Peterson 

Nov 27  Kendall Peterson,  
  Cory Stellwag,   

 

Nov 1  Marsha Houska 

Nov 2  Danielle Olson 

Nov 4  Julie Bode 

Nov 5  David E. Cleland Jr 

Nov 6  Marty Dominiack,   
 Emily Shepherd,   
 Sasha Van Den   
 Bosch 

Nov 7  Rondell Busack, Todd  
 Hansen 

Nov 8  Carter Nelson, Sheila  
 Thompson 

Nov 11  Bryson Miller,  

   Elizabeth Omanson 

Nov 12  Evie Olson, Dale   
 Swanson 

Nov 13  Evelyn Powell 

Nov 14  Joel Bowers,  

   Spencer Hansen 

Nov 15  Kaine Thomas 

Nov 18  Lori Lafferty 

Nov 19  Alison Mosel 

Nov 22  Nova M. DeHaai,   
 Wayne Monson 

Nov 23  Brayten Hansen 

Nov 24  Mark Klein, Noah  
  Steinfeld 

Nov 25  Tina DeHaai,  

   Jean ette Nelson 

Nov 26  Ophelia Chilson,   
 John Swanson 

Nov 27  Todd Engel 

 

Nov 10 

Richard and Marsha Houska 

Nov 16 

Shawn and Connie Speckels-
Andera 

Nov 30  

Benjamin and Rachel Blasher 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All Saints' Day — November 1, 
2022 

Daylight-Saving Time Ends — 
November 6, 2022 

Veterans Day — November 11, 
2022 

Christ the King Sunday — No-
vember 20, 2022 

Bible Sunday — November 20, 
2022 

National Bible Week — No-
vember 20-26, 2022 

Thanksgiving Day — November 
24, 2022 



Addie: “my siblings” 

Amelia:  “my car and having fuel” 

Anah: “family members & transportation” 

Clara: “my dog ‘Cookie’ “ 

Destiny: “my family’s health” 

Garrett: “friends and family” 

Jade: “my cats” 

Kaden: “my family” 

Kruse: “my family” 

Lantz Brennan: “health” 

Lindsay: “to be able to go places again.  I am much happier.” 

Lindy: “God’s presence in my life” 

Lori: “health” 

Lucy: “Sunday in general” 

Mel: “our church, our pastor and his wife” 

Melanie: “God’s continued blessings of health, safe travel, my husband, 

and family” 

Memphis: “family and friends” 

Ophelia: “cookies and scary rides” 

Pastor: “my wife, my family, & my church” 

Rory: “food” 

 

 

 

 



 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 





Chamberlain, SD 57325 

     RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

Email  rmhjr2@gmail.com 

Administrative  Assistant Lindy Hinckley 

Email  zionlutheran@midstatesd.net 

Web Site  www.zionchamberlain.com 

Church Office (605) 234-9466 

 

President  Rocky Knippling 

Vice President Todd Powell 

Secretary Marsha Houska 

Treasurer Todd Van Den Bosch 

Elders Kurt Kelsey, Darrel DuVall,  

  Rick Hargens, Mike Reimer,  

  Philip Wendling, Eric Weeman, 

  Robert Lulf, Joe Swanson 
 

Trustees Ken Knutson, Scott Walker,  

  Garrett Chilson, Russ Lutter 
 

Stewardship  Tom Schmidt 

Sunday School Supt Lindsay Chilson  

Saturday, Divine Service      7:00 PM 

  
 

MEETINGS 

 

Elders Second Wednesday 7:00 PM 

Council  Second Wednesday 8:00 PM 

 

Men’s Bible study– Wednesday 6:45 AM   

       

 
Lutheran Women’s Missionary League 

 Chairman  Hope Lutter   

 Vice Chair  Lori Lafferty 

 Secretary  Susan Swanson  

 Treasurer  Yvette DuVall 

     

 

 

     


