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A Christlike Approach To Adversity  

By Pastor Robert Hinckley 

Jesus asks questions. 

As a pastor, I am well-versed in the art of asking questions.  In our marriage 
study, we’ve learned that asking questions of your spouse leads to a deep under-
standing of them and makes them feel cared for. Jesus asks a lot  of questions in 
the Bible.  Whether they were rhetorical, challenging, or simply seeking feedback, 
he asked illuminating questions. By using questions, Jesus emphasizes his open-

ness to the other person. We, on the other hand, make assumptions, observations, and judgments . . . but 
we rarely simply ask questions.  In using questions, Jesus models for us the methods of a master commu-
nicator, one who cares about the other person enough to engage with them and challenge them.  Even, 
and perhaps especially, when they are being difficult. 

Jesus Knew When to Ignore. 

Remember when all of Jesus’s former neighbors and friends in his hometown of Nazareth got enraged 
with Him?  They were so stirred with anger they decided to throw him off a cliff.  Jesus, seeing that there 
was no reasoning with these people, walked through the crowd, ignored their rage, and "went on his 
way" (Luke 4). Another instance of this was when Judas walked away from the Passover table to betray 
Jesus, Jesus did not focus on betrayal when he continued to speak with his remaining disciples, but on 
love. He ignored the betrayal to focus on higher things. Even with us, Jesus has a perfect recollection of 
our guilt, yet he chooses not to remember our sins.   

Jesus Spoke the Truth Openly. 

The scribes and Pharisees of Jerusalem were masters at trying to trip up Jesus with “trick questions”.  
They tried to use Jesus’s words against him, to turn the people against His gospel so they could stay in 
power and control the minds (and money) of the people.  In Matthew 15, they approach Jesus with a re-
buke about why his disciples transgress the tradition of the elders by not washing their hands when they 
ate bread.  

He did not try to appease these people, he spoke directly of their own failings.  He asked them a question 
in return about their transgressions of the law.   Then, he goes a step further and calls them “hypocrites”.  
In addition, he goes to a multitude of people and says in Matthew 15:11, “It is not what goes into the mouth 
that defiles a person; but what comes out of the mouth, this defiles a person.”  His disciples, ever concerned 
what other people thought of them asked him, “”Knowest thou that the Pharisees were offended after they 
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heard this saying?”  He explained to his disciples that someone should not fol-
low a blind man, like those Pharisees and scribes, the leaders of the church in 
Jerusalem, but one that sees. 

Jesus says, “I have spoken openly to the world.  I have always taught in the syna-

gogues and in the temple, where all Jews come together.  I have said nothing in 

secret.  Why do you ask me? Ask those who have heard me what I said to them; 

they know what I said.” John 18:20-22. 

I think that it is especially noteworthy that Jesus did not speak in secret, he 

spoke openly.  This would be a good guide for our own interactions with oth-

ers.  If you have to say something about someone else in private maybe what 

you are saying isn’t the truth.  Jesus’s whole purpose in being was to bear wit-

ness to the truth.   

“For this purpose I was born and for this purpose I have come into the world — to 

bear witness to the truth.  Everyone who is of the truth listens to my voice.” John 

18:37 

Jesus Took Action. 

Jesus cared more about His Father and His commandments and did not hesi-

tate to show his authority when necessary. When faithless Jews used the tem-

ple courtyard to rob the poor by setting over the top prices for sacrificial ani-

mals to enrich themselves and the Pharisees who allowed, supervised and who 

themselves had a share in their profits, Jesus observed them and drove them 

out of the temple.  

John 2: 14 : In the temple he found those who were selling oxen and sheep and 
pigeons, and the money-changers sitting there. And making a whip of cords, 
he drove them all out of the temple, with the sheep and oxen.” 

Jesus Forgave and So Can We.  

Every human being is made in the image of God.  We need help from the 
Lord to recognize Him in each difficult person we encounter, and to love 
them for His sake.  We may never know what people say falsely about us in 
private, or the thoughts of those that misunderstand us, or do not take the 
time to know us before judging, we can be assured that God knows the 
truth of our hearts and we can rest in Him.  Our identity resides in God and 
His Son Jesus.   

This Article is based loosely on “5 Ways Jesus Dealt With Difficult People” by  Theresa Aletheia Noble. 

   

“Do not repay evil with 
evil or insult with insult. 
On the contrary, repay 
evil with blessing, be-
cause to this you were 
called so that you may 

inherit a blessing.”  

1 Peter 3:9 

“But I tell you who hear 
me: Love your enemies, 

do good to those who 
hate you, bless those who 
curse you, pray for those 

who mistreat you. If 
someone strikes you on 
one cheek, turn to him 

the other also. If someone 
takes your cloak, do not 

stop him from taking 
your tunic. Give to eve-
ryone who asks you, and 
if anyone takes what be-
longs to you, do not de-
mand it back. Do to oth-

ers as you would have 
them do to you”  

Luke 6:27–31 

“For I Have 
Given You an 

Example, That 
Ye should Do 

As I Have Done 
To You.” 

John 13:15 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet%203.9
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Luke%206.27%E2%80%9331
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   We would like to have a congregation focused December issue of the 

newsletter!  We are looking for: 

A) Christmas Memories You Want to Share 

B) Favorite Christmas Recipes 

C) Christmas Stories or Poetry 

D) Fun photos of Christmases past 

E) Artwork 

F) Anything Made By a Child: artwork, paintings, etc. 

Email entries to zionlutheran@midstatesd.net or leave on the desk of 

the pastor or the administrative assistant.  Thanks! 

******************************************************************************** 

CASA visit to Zion on Sunday October 2 

‘Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of the least of these my broth-
ers, you did it to me.’ Matthew 25:40 

A representative from Mitchell First Circuit Court Appointed Special 
Advocates (CASA) will join us at the end of Worship Service Sunday 
October 2 to share CASA’s mission of helping children and ways we 
may choose to help. CASA volunteers advocate for the needs of chil-
dren in court proceedings.  Yaque (Jackie) Delval will share Court Ap-
pointed Special Advocates (CASA)’s mission at the end of Sunday’s 
Worship service. CASA volunteers advocate for the needs of children 
currently in court proceedings. Jackie will also be available during Fel-
lowship time to answer questions and provide further information. 
You can learn more at mitchellcasa.org website. 

******************************************************************************** 

  Do You Like Gardening? 

Do You Have extra time you could spend  

in the parsonage flower bed? 

Zion Lutheran Council is looking for someone willing to spend 

some extra time in the corner flower 

garden.   

Time commitment would be an hour a 

night a few nights a week or as you are 

available. 

http://mitchellcasa.org/
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———————————- 

Holding Up 
the Prophet’s 

Hand:  

Supporting 
Church  

Workers 
By Bruce M. 

Hartung 

_______
October is 

Church 
Worker 

Wellness 
Month 

   A Review of Holding Up the Prophet’s 
 Hand: Supporting Church Workers 
In my profession as a Lutheran Family Service mental health worker 
who mainly works with pastors, pastors’ wives, and other congregation 
members I see a lot of specific stressors: satanic and spiritual warfare, 
psychological stressors and stress, burnout, and secondary traumatic 
stress. It is stressful to be a pastor and pastor’s wife!  For example, this 
last week after two days of advertising for our pastor’s wives support 
group we had enough participants to fill more than four therapy groups 
and had to add additional hours to accommodate the need. Because of 
this particular demographic I have been reading books specifically tar-
geted to help church workers.  Since October is pastor appreciation 
month I’ve decided to highlight a CPH book which highlights the need 
to support church workers.   

Bruce Hartung begins his book with the following statement, “I see 
church workers at increased risk of sadness, despair, stress, frustration, 
cynicism, anger and disappointment.”  For a number of reasons, church 
workers are at more risk than many other people.  First, like counselors, 
social workers, medical professionals, and teachers, church workers 
face stressors common to the helping professions.  Day by day, these 
workers deal with the crises of others.  Second, stress often increases 
when one’s vocation asks the worker to connect challenging human ex-
periences with the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  Church workers also walk 
closely with those they serve day-by-day.  They minister to those they 
care about on a personal as well as a professional level, often during 
time of crises. 

As Hartung states, “The devil is not silly enough to tempt us to think or 
act in ways that even unbelievers understand as wrong and sinful.  Ra-
ther, in the Church, Satan disguises himself, using religious language on 
the lips of some to destroy others, to exert power and control over 
them, to abuse them.  This is a version of the adage that righteous ends 
justify any means.  Having seen again and again the corrosive behaviors 
of the baptized toward one another, I have no other explanation: Satan 
is at work. It is vital that Christians recognize our enemy and discern his 
strategy.”  But Jesus Christ Himself shows us how to counteract Satan’s 
evil plan:  “Finally be strong in the Lord and in the strength of His might.  
Put on the whole armor of  God, that you may be able to stand against 
the schemes of the devil. For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, 
but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic pow-
ers over this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the 
heavenly places. Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you 
may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand 
firm” (Ephesians 6:10-13). 
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“Satan’s Strategy” 

By Bruce Hartung  

Author of Holding Up the Prophet’s Hand 

It is vital that Christians recognize our enemy (Satan) 

and discern his strategy to undermine the work of the 

Church begun by the Lord Jesus Christ.   

Bruce Hartung begins his book with a fable: 

“This may be the day the Lord has made,” thought Satan 

as he sped from the garden and back toward Hades, “but 

it was a great day for me anyway.”  An easy smile came 

to Satan’s face.  He had just completed his successful 

temptation of Adam and Eve, destroying the bliss of the 

garden, and unleashing sin and death into God’s good 

creation.  “What a great day!” He repeated to himself.  

A hellish crowd awaited Evil’s triumphant return.  But 

no sooner had the applause died down than Satan called 

together his lieutenants.  “We must make further plans,” 

Satan announced.  There will be many more opportuni-

ties.  We must use our resources effectively.  Any ideas? 

One of Satan’s lieutenants cleared his throat.  Those 

around the table leaned forward in anticipation. “We as-

sume,” he began, “that there will be followers of God — 

people of the light.  He has promised a Savior.  And He 

will keep that promise.  These people will seek one an-

other out.  They will gather and form groups, clusters, 

organizations made up of people whom our Enemy will 

rescue.  In these groups, leaders will arise. If we can get 

to the leaders, we can undercut and destroy the efforts of 

the groups.   

“Interesting,” said Satan after thoughtful silence, “Tell 

me more.” 

“We weaken and take down the God-followers by at-

tacking their leaders, and this is how we do it.  We begin 

by creating stress and trouble in their lives.  We beat 

them down. We find ways to cause them to lose heart.  

We work to isolate the leaders from one another and 

from the people they serve. We tempt them to feel that 

they are carrying their burdens alone. Then we instigate 

undercurrents of jealousy and discontent, shame and de-

nial, criticism and gossip throughout each group.”   

Murmurs of approval spread through the assembled de-

monic army.    

Another lieutenant continued, “And we can work on the 

God-followers too.  We will keep them distracted from 

thinking about their leaders’ needs.  We will distract 

them with their own stress and worries. And when they 

make the effort to demonstrate any kind of care for their 

leaders, we will stir up conflict around every little thing 

and distract them some more. 

Satan thought about the plan. “If we get to the leaders,’ 

he said, “we can undercut their effectiveness and the in-

fluence of all the God-followers.  We’ll isolate the lead-

ers, criticize them, isolate them, overwork them, and de-

moralize them. Yes!  That will be the plan! 

Someone cheered. Then, two more.  Someone began to 

clap and the applause became a crescendo.  When it fi-

nally died down, Satan continued, “Keep the married 

ones from spending time with their spouses! Keep them 

from taking care of their bodies! Convince them they 

have so much work to do they have no time for exercise, 

adequate sleep, a healthful diet, or personal time in fel-

lowship with their God.” 

The applause began anew, soon becoming a roar.  Satan 

shouted over it: 

“Encourage conflict as it simmers underground.  Cause 

hard feelings and break up relationships.  Isolate them! 

Attack them! Isolate them! Discourage them! Isolate 

them! Keep them away from anything that will comfort 

or nourish them — physically, emotionally, intellectual-

ly, or spiritually! Isolate them!  That is the plan.” 

All hell roared at these words.  Satan’s followers hoisted 

him onto their shoulders in celebration of their anticipat-

ed victory.  Soon, they would deploy to carry out his 

plan.  But for now, they celebrated. 

 

Satan’s Plan: 

 

1) He seeks to destroy the significant relationships of 

church workers, their relationships with their spous-

es, children, friends, co-workers, parish leaders, con-

gregation members and other church workers.  

2) He works to destroy the relationships of congrega-

tion members with one another isolating them and 

fracturing community.   

3) He causes the faithful to question their beliefs.  
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Our thoughts and prayers are with all 

of those who have lost loved ones in the 

last few months.   

 

 

 

 

OCTOBER 2022 BROADCAST TIMES FOR SIOUX 

FALLS VIEWING AREA:  

Oct 2, 2022 KDLT (NBC) channels 5.1 / 46.1  

10:00 AM - “The Sound of Doors Closing” - A man's mid-life 
crisis and the effect it has on his family.  

10:30 AM - Rev. Bryan Meadows, pastor at Zion Lutheran 
Church in Rapid City, presents a message titled “Then and 
Now.” This sermon is based on Habakkuk 1.  

Oct 9, 2022 KDLT (NBC) channels 5.1 / 46.1  

10:00 AM - “Tina” - Two lonely people, a woman and a child, 
come together through Jesus.  

10:30 AM - Rev. Paul Winckler, pastor at Zion Lutheran Church 
in Rapid City, presents a message titled “Never Alone.” This 
sermon is based on Ruth 1:1-19.  

Oct 16, 2022 KDLT (NBC) channels 5.1 / 46.1  

10:00 AM - “Look to the Mountain” - A hopeless situation be-
comes more hopeless when a down and out man kidnaps a 
young girl for ransom money.  

10:30 AM - Rev. David Warner, pastor at Our Redeemer and 
Our Savior's Lutheran Churches in Custer and Hill City, presents 
a message titled “Wrestling with God." This sermon is based 
on Genesis 32.  

Oct 23, 2022 KDLT (NBC) channels 5.1 / 46.1  

10:00 AM - “Home Free” - A family learns the real meaning of 
love, and that it comes free.  

10:30 AM - Rev. Christopher McCarthy, pastor at First & Em-
manuel Lutheran Churches in Wall and Creighton, presents a 
message titled “A Better Word.” This sermon is based on Gene-
sis 4:1- 15.  

Oct 30, 2022 KDLT (NBC) channels 5.1 / 46.1  

10:00 AM - “The Sexton” - A pastor and a sexton (church care-
taker) with magical powers fight an eerie duel in a church.  

10:30 AM - Rev. Mark Moss, from Lutheran Heritage Founda-
tion, presents a Reformation message titled “Hang in there 
baby!” This sermon is based on John 8:31-36.  

Oct 1 Carly Weeman Saturday 

Oct 2 Rory Peterson Sunday 

Oct 8 
Sasha Van Den 

Bosch 
Saturday 

Oct 9 
Alexis  

Shepherd 
Sunday 

Oct 15 Kruse Brennan Saturday 

Oct 16 
Addelyn  

Hickey 
Sunday 

Oct 22 Clara Lutter Saturday 

Oct 23 Jade Ristau Sunday 

Oct 29 Lucy Swanson Saturday 

Oct 30  
Kaden  

Thompson 
Sunday 

S 

C 

H 

E 

D 

U 

L 

E 
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Hope suggested a children’s message for 

LWML Sunday, and also offering some giveaways 

such as bookmarks.  It is still undecided which Sun-

day will be celebrated.  

LWML Dates to Remember: 

Saturday, September 24 Chamberlain Zone 

Meeting at Murdo, 9:30 am 

Saturday, October 8 SD District Christian Life 

Workshop 

October TBD LWML Sunday. Theme is “For 

Us and With Us” 

New Business, Fundraiser Planning was ad-

dressed. The missions being considered are the Or-

phan Grain Train and support of a Seminary Student.  

Hope, Lindy and Lori brought meals to try and con-

sider for recipes for our fundraising options.   

We are planning a freezer meal fundraiser. We 

will take pre-orders in October and have meals for 

pickup on Nov. 12. We need to iron out a few details. 

If you want to help the planning committee, it's not 

too late. We are also looking for anyone who has 

Thrivent Action Cards that is willing to apply them to 

our startup cost for the annual fundraiser. If you are 

interested, contact a board member for more infor-

mation.  

At the next meeting we will discuss further the 

products for the kitchen that need to be restocked.  

The divided plates are no longer available at whole-

sale, and there’s been a request for disposable paper 

coffee cups with a wider base.  

Meeting adjourned with plans to continue 

some of the fundraiser committee planning and deci-

sions via email as new information is researched and 

available, such as costs and estimated time commit-

ments for the planned meals.  

Respectfully Submitted,  

Yvette DuVall, Treasurer; filling in for Susan 

Swanson, Secretary 

 

 

 

Zion LWML 

Meeting Minutes 

Special Focus: Fundraiser Planning 

September 13, 2022 

The September meeting of the Lutheran 

Women’s Missionary League was held on the 13th at 

the fellowship hall.  Members present were Hope 

Lutter, Lori Lafferty, Lindy Hinkley, Yvette DuVall, 

Melanie Olson and Colleen Swanson.  Call to order 

was made by Hope Lutter. Opening Prayer submitted 

from Pastor Hinckley and read by Hope Lutter.  

Secretary and Treasury report deferred to next 

general meeting in order to focus meeting time on 

fundraiser planning  

 The Christian Life committee reported that the 

Second Sunday Prayer time was a success. Colleen 

plans to continue leading this fellowship.  

Unfinished business of the Service Hand-

books was updated by Lori Lafferty. There have been 

a couple resignations from group chairs. We are look-

ing for new group chairs. Spelling and phone number 

corrections were made. We hope to get new books 

with new formed service groups published by Janu-

ary 2023.  

Ongoing Service Projects were discussed.  

There are still some envelopes on the board for the 

Youth Encouragement Project.  Please pick one up if 

you are willing to encourage some of our youth.  The 

Plarn Mat project continued at the Balance studio.  

There was a great attendance of students and family 

to cut, tie and roll plastic bags. Thank you to Stepha-

nie Swanson for facilitating that mission project. 

Melanie Olson has been crocheting the bags into 

mats. She commented that it would be best to use 

double strands or make thicker strips to give the mats 

more bulk.  Anyone is welcome to crochet for this 

project. 

Hope is planning to discuss with Lindsay 

Chilson suggestions for a family to sponsor for 

Christmas. Lindy asked about continuing the gifting 

tree and presented the idea of 2 versus 1 family to 

support.  
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ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH COUN-

CIL MEETING MINUTES-

SEPTEMBER 14, 2022 

The September meeting of the Zion Lutheran Church Council 

was held in the fellowship hall Wednesday, September 14, 2022. 

In addition to Pastor Hinckley, council members attending were 

Marsha Houska, Rocky Knippling, Russ Lutter, Rick Hargens, 

Todd Van Den Bosch, Darrel DuVall, Eric Weeman, Kurt Kelsey, 

Robert Lulf and Todd Powell. The meeting was called to order by 

Todd Powell at 8 PM with Pastor Hinckley opening the meeting 

with prayer.  

 

Secretary’s Report: 

The council minutes from the August 10, 2022 meeting were 

provided by Secretary Marsha Houska and read individually. 

Rocky Knippling made a motion to approve the minutes as pre-

sented. The motion was seconded by Rick Hargens. Motion car-

ried. 

 

Treasurer’s report: provided by Treasurer Todd Van Den Bosch. 

General Fund:  

Beginning balance $37,392.91 
Ending balance  $39,156.20 
Special Funds: 
Memorial  $15,046.78 
Building  $385.38 
Thrivent Choice  $26,067.97 
No change to Thrivent Invest. 
Youth Acct  $6,180.53 
Zion Life Team   $316.66 
Unpaid Bills: 
ABC, LLC  $446.22 
Chamb Wholesale $112.63 
Concordia Pub  $1,180.51 
KTC Construc  $218.11 
North Central Ins. $24.09 
Office Products  $241.70 
SD District LCMS $4,777.03 
 
Motion to approve the treasurer’s report and pay outstanding 
bills as provided was made by Darrel DuVall and seconded by 
Robert Lulf. Motion carried.  
 
Elders’ Report: none 
Pastor’s Report: 

Kendall Hettick/Desiree Priebe wedding August 27,  4 PM at 
Arrowwood/Cedar Shore Resort 

Prayer service for Merle Ketelhut Sept. 5th at 7 PM, funeral 
11 AM Sept 6th/internment 2 PM 

Marriage Workshop started Sept. 6 with 8 participating cou-
ples so far; going well; can still join 

Sunday School:/Confirmation/Youth Bible Study classes 

started Sept. 11 
Six 8th grade confirmation students this year; no 7th grade 

confirmation students   
Fall District Pastors’ Conference Oct 3-5 
Presenting at the LWML Christian Life Workshops Oct. 8 in 

Mitchell and Oct. 15 in Spearfish 
 
Trustees’ Report: 

Garrett replaced inexpensive part in AC unit; no charge 
Call Pest Control  for parsonage 
Spraying for grubs on church lawn 
Several plumbing issues at parsonage; call plumber 
Discussion held on the parsonage flower bed; council look-

ing for someone interested in taking over caring for the 
flowers 

Parsonage flooring being installed on the 21st 
 
LWML Report: no report 
Old Business: 

 CASA volunteer discussion 
Darrel DuVall made a motion to invite CASA volunteer to 

talk to the congregation for 5 minutes following church 
service and have a table set up in the fellowship hall. 
Kurt Kelsey seconded the motion. Motion carried. A 
date will be set up. 

Checking with Dozy Signs for a new outside sign 
 

New Business: 
Darrel laminated instructions for turning on the audio in the 

fellowship hall which includes the microphone and the 
TV. Laminated copies were placed in the candle lighter 
closet, behind the TV in fellowship hall, and Sacristy 
room. 

Discussed Concordia Plan Services healthcare options for 
Pastor 

Darrel made a motion to approve up to $3,000 payment/
month for Concordia plan with Pastor choosing medical 
plan of choice. Motion was seconded by Russ Lutter. 
Motion carried. 

Date of Nov. 13 set for annual voters’ meeting. Forming 
budget and nomination committees. One trustee is 
going off and two elders’ terms are up. 

 
Next meeting will be held on Wednesday, October 12, 2022 with 

elders meeting at 7 PM and council meeting at 8 PM. Motion to 

adjourn was made by Kurt Kelsey and seconded by Rocky Knip-

pling. Motion carried and meeting adjourned, closing with the 

Lord’s Prayer. Council then went into executive session to dis-

cuss out sourcing of the monthly newsletter. The decision was 

made that there will be no out sourcing of the newsletter. 

Meeting adjourned at 9:25 PM. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Marsha Houska, Church Council Secretary 

(These minutes are unofficial and will be presented to the 

church council for approval at the next meeting.) 
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BIRTHDAYS 

Oct 1 Kevin Oleson, Wendy  
  Swanson 

Oct 3 Alison Mosel 

Oct 5 Spencer Hansen, Eric  
  Weeman 

Oct 6 Kurt Kelsey 

Oct 7 Colton Bairey, Lance  
  Strande 

Oct 8 Shirley Bailey, Steven 
  Mueller 

Oct 10 Cody L. Smith Jr. 

Oct 11 Colt Adams, Wayne 
Monson, Kami Van Den Bosch 

Oct 12 Joel Bowers 

Oct 14 Lori Lafferty 

Oct 15 Todd Hansen, Cora 
Kenobbie, Brianna Thompson 

Oct 16 Russell Bailey 

Oct 17 Jacson Lacek, Dale  
  Swanson 

Oct 18 Elizabeth Omanson,  
     Donna Thompson 

Oct 19 Maverick McCready,  
     Doreen Priebe 

Oct 21 Evelyn Powell,  

  Bennett Swanson 

Oct 22  Ashley Engel 

Oct 24  William Kurtz, Noah 
  Steinfeld 

Oct 25 Dave Marone 

Oct 26 Renae Bunker, 

Amanda Mahnke 

Oct 28 Mindy Cleland, Bev-
erly Fisher 

Oct 29 Pamela Bryan, Payton 
Geppert, Isaac Shepherd 

Oct 31 Sheena Larsen, Bri-
anna Kelly 

 

BAPTISM ANNIVERSARIES 

Oct 1 Ashely Swanson,  

   Hollie Taber 

Oct 2 Blake & Morgan 
Meagher, Wendy 
Swanson 

Oct 4 Jordan Swanson,    
Rainie Swanson 

Oct 6 Serenity Blasius 

Oct 9 Sally Steinfeld,  

         Clayton Waugh 

Oct 12 Shirley Bailey,     
Clara Lutter 

Oct 13 Lee DeHaai, Darren 
Mosel 

Oct 14  Lucas Palmer 

Oct 15 Val Mosel, Alexis 
Shepherd 

Oct 17  Becky Walker 

Oct 18 Jack Hieb 

Oct 19 Robert Heth 

Oct 20 Tyler Odens 

Oct 21 Quin Peterson, Rod-
ney Reuer 

Oct 22 Larry Cleland,  

Aspen Hansen, Chrome  

Peterson, Karen Smith 

Oct 23 Leslie Meyer 

Oct 25 Lori Dolezal 

Oct 26  Chloe DuVall 

Oct 29 Charles Swanson 

Oct 30 Frank Bailey, Taylor    
    Scmiedt 

Oct 31 Tyler Grussing 

 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Oct 1   Lowell and Colleen  

  Swanson 

Oct 9   Chad and Emily     
  Swanson 

Oct 10  JD and Becky  

           Hansen 

Oct 11  Rodney and Wendy 

           Peterson 

Oct 13   Matthew and Katie  
  Wiederrich 

Oct 14   Keith and Leslie  
  Reuer 

Oct 17   Justin and Pamela  
       Bryan 

Oct 23   Rick and Melodee  
  Hargens 

Oct 23   Dan and Phyllis  
  Monson 

Oct 26   Jacob and Wylie  
  Ricke 

Oct 29   Todd and Kami  
  Van Den Bosch 

Oct 30  Val and Janice  

   Mosel 
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Pointers and Painters 

 

 

 

“In the world you will have tribulation. But take heart; I have overcome the 

world.” – John 16:33b 

Once upon a time, I found myself in a marriage bootcamp session listening to someone 

sharing some of the differences between men and women. This speaker was providing in-

sights about approaches to communication. He offered two different communication 

styles that describe most people: Painters and Pointers. 

Painters are people who don’t just want to share information. They want to verbally paint 

a picture of every story. They’re incredibly detailed, but also incredibly verbose. Converse-

ly, the pointer doesn’t want to waste time with unnecessary words. They are concise, 

straight-forward, and get right to the point. Both can be effective ways to communicate, 

but both styles can require the listener to interact appropriately to either get more direct 

information or less backstory. 

Spend just a few minutes with me, and you’ll quickly realize that I am a painter. I always 

seem to have a lot of something to say. Part of that is my desire to provide a complete sto-

ry with every possible detail. I could share more reasons, so before this turns into a script 

for the Doctor Phil show, allow me to simply confess that, if given the chance, I can talk 

your ears off. That’s not all bad, I guess. I suppose this trait helps me feel comfortable 

speaking with the many people with whom I interact at LSEM. It also might explain why I 

like to write devotions that share my thoughts and feelings about life as a Christian in to-

day’s world. Then again, maybe that’s just me putting my English minor from Concordia to 

good use. Whatever it is, I am just happy to play a small part in praising God through writ-

ten words designed to share a message that somebody might need to hear every now and 

again. 

But what happens when the paint can is empty? A witty person might note that I am still a 

painter at heart, seeing that it’s taken over 300 words to arrive here, but allow me to get to 

the point… 

I don’t have anything to say. 

I’m discouraged. 
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I’m frustrated. 

I’m tired. 

Ever feel that way? Are you feeling that way now? It’s not a pleasant place. It’s like a dry 

and barren wilderness that seems to go on without ceasing. Of course, everybody finds 

themselves in these places from time to time. For me, I know the root cause of my feel-

ings, and I am actively sharing my thoughts and concerns in prayer and conversations. But 

to be asked to write a devotion while I am feeling this way has challenged me to find a 

suitable topic. After a few attempts, I have decided to make my feelings the topic. Unfortu-

nately, that still leaves me somewhat lacking the words to share. 

Lucky for me, the pointed words of Jesus to his disciples in John 16:33 provide me the re-

assurance I need. 

“In the world you will have tribulation. But take heart; I have overcome the world.” 

Fifteen words. 

Fifteen powerful words. 

Fifteen words that remind me that it’s okay to be tired, and frustrated, and discouraged, 

and even speechless. 

Jesus was familiar with these emotions. He dealt with them throughout His life and public 

ministry. The Bible offers multiple accounts of Jesus taking time for Himself to rest and 

pray so that He could continue to do the work He came to do. Ultimately, through that sac-

rifice, He kept that final promise, overcoming the world for every man, woman, and child 

who has ever, or who will ever live. That’s powerful. But more important… 

He did it just for me. 

He did it just for you. 

It is my prayer that in all things, we will find the love of God surrounding us, giving us 

what we need in every situation.  

Or, as Christ so succinctly said in John 14:27, “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to 

you. Not as the world gives do I give to you. Let not your hearts be troubled, neither let them 

be afraid.” 

*Used with permission 

  

Devotion by Richard Schumacher 

Senior Director of Operations 

Lutheran Special Education Ministries 

 

The peace that Jesus came to bring was not the 

peace of appeasement, or the peace of compromise 

and conformity. It was a spiritual peace. The world 

doesn’t give peace, for it doesn’t have any peace to 

give. It fights for peace, it negotiates for peace, it ma-

neuvers for peace, but there is no ultimate peace in 

the world. But Jesus gives peace to those who put 

their trust in Him. His peace is available to everyone 

who will receive it. — Billy Graham 
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Zion Lutheran Church 

314 South Main Street 

Chamberlain, SD 57325 

     RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

 

ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

Pastor  Rev. Robert Hinckley 605-413-2671  

Email  rmhjr2@gmail.com 

Administrative  Assistant Lindy Hinckley 

Email  zionlutheran@midstatesd.net 

Web Site  www.zionchamberlain.com 

Church Office (605) 234-9466 

 

President  Rocky Knippling 

Vice President Todd Powell 

Secretary Marsha Houska 

Treasurer Todd Van Den Bosch 

Elders Kurt Kelsey, Darrel DuVall,  

  Rick Hargens, Mike Reimer,  

  Philip Wendling, Eric Weeman, 

  Robert Lulf, Joe Swanson 
 

Trustees Ken Knutson, Scott Walker,  

  Garrett Chilson, Russ Lutter 
 

Stewardship  Tom Schmidt 

Sunday School Supt Lindsay Chilson  

OCTOBER WORSHIP TIMES 
 

Sunday, Divine Service     9:00 AM 

Saturday, Divine Service      7:00 PM 

  
 

MEETINGS 

 

Elders Second Wednesday 7:00 PM 

Council  Second Wednesday 8:00 PM 

 

Marriage Bible study– Tuesday 6:30 p.m.  

       Wednesday 5:30 p.m.  

 
Lutheran Women’s Missionary League 

 Chairman  Hope Lutter   

 Vice Chair  Lori Lafferty 

 Secretary  Susan Swanson  

 Treasurer  Yvette DuVall 

     

 

 

     


