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Zion Lutheran Church 
 

 

 

September 2021 

 

What must I do to inherit eternal life?  
Mark 10:17-22 

And as he was setting out on his journey, a man ran up and knelt before him and 

asked him, “Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?” 18 And Jesus 

said to him, “Why do you call me good? No one is good except God alone. 19 You 

know the commandments: ‘Do not murder, Do not commit adultery, Do not steal, 

Do not bear false witness, Do not defraud, Honor your father and mother.’” 20 And 

he said to him, “Teacher, all these I have kept from my youth.” 21 And Jesus, look-

ing at him, loved him, and said to him, “You lack one thing: go, sell all that you have and give to the poor, and 

you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow me.” 22 Disheartened by the saying, he went away sorrow-

ful, for he had great possessions. 

Here was a young man, a good young man, eager (he is running) to find the secret to happiness, and went to the 

right source, Jesus Christ, to seek eternal life. Jesus looking at him, loves him, sees his potential, his seeking, 

and tells him how to lay up treasure in heaven. How many of us are in the same position as this young man? 

We may keep the commandments, but still feel like something is missing in our quest for eternal life, or we 

may be confused how to obtain eternal life. And once we learn the price that needs to be paid, do we follow 

Christ? Or do we turn away? 

To begin with, what is eternal life? We learn from the Scriptures some clues. John 3:36 reads, “Whoever be-

lieves in the Son has eternal life.” John 6:68-69 continues this idea, “Simon Peter answered him, ‘Lord, to 

whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life, and we have believed, and have come to know, that you 

are the Holy One of God.” John 17:3 concludes, “And this is eternal life that they know you the only true God 

and Jesus Christ whom you have sent.” From the Apostles’ Creed it states that we believe in “the resurrection 

of the body and life everlasting.”  

So based on the Scriptures we learn that eternal life is faith in the Lord Jesus Christ in this life, and perfection 

in Him in the world to come. How do we strengthen our faith and follow Christ in the Way? 

1) Know the Commandments and Keep Them 

We learn in the Scriptures that the young man kept the commandments, and in other gospels we learn that he is 

a ruler in the synagogue.  So then, comes the crux of the matter.  Christ tells the young man that he is lacking 

one thing. Now, the one thing that the young man is lacking is significant: he must give up the things of this 

world, give to the poor, and follow the Savior, forsaking all else. Now, we don’t know the ultimate decision 

this young man made. The ultimate fate of this young man is left in question, but at the time, he leaves sorrow-

ing because giving up the things of this world for treasures in heaven, or for spiritual treasure, is difficult. We 

have tangible reminders of what can be bought with money and only hope and faith in the riches in heaven.  If 

we set our hearts on the things of this world, though, we may be forfeiting the far greater treasures to come.  



SEPTEMBER 2021 ZION NEWSLETTER  Page 2

 

Luke 14:33 reminds us, “So likewise, whoever he is of you that forsaketh not all 

that he hath, cannot be My disciple.” 

2) Learn What One Thing You Lack 

The second thing that is essential in finding eternal life is discovering for ourselves 

what the one thing we lack is.  It is probably different than what the young man 

lacks. Remember that Christ’s response to the young man showed appreciation for 

the good things the young man already had been doing and loving encouragement 

to do more. There is no condemnation, no censure just a loving invitation to a high-

er way. Search your heart, ask a friend or your spouse for guidance in what the one 

thing you lack may be. Ultimately, we know that the Holy Spirit is truth, and may 

inspire you with answers no one else has the courage to tell you. Asking in faith, in 

prayer for what we lack may yield precious timely answers.  Humbly ask the Lord, 

just as the young man did, what you can do to inherit eternal life?  Wait for His an-

swer, and if you are sincere, it may soon become clear (James 1:5). It might come 

while you are privately reading the Word, or while taking Holy Communion, while 

listening to the sermon, when our thoughts are turned to our Lord, and eternal life, 

or during prayer. The Lord, as with the young man, sees each of us, and loves us for 

earnestly trying to follow Him. Trust Him more than our own abilities, our own per-

ceived righteousness. He died for each of us after all. 

3) Follow Him 

Galatians 6:8 reads, “For the one who sows to his own flesh, reaps corruption, the 

one who sows to the Spirit reaps eternal life.” Once we are in the Way, we should 

keep moving forward. Many people think that their spiritual life culminates in their 

confirmation and after that they don’t have to do anything.  But confirmation is just 

the beginning of our journey with Christ on the Way. We walk in faith, and hope 

and love, sharing God’s love and sowing to the spirit. Sowing to the Spirit involves 

learning to see others, our friends, our enemies, as the Lord sees them rather than 

how we see them. Our love and our desires to help those around us grows. Those 

who are hardest to love, and easiest to judge, probably should be first on our list, 

since they need our love, and our Savior the most.  We move onward and upward, 

spreading the gospel and enduring to the end.   Until, as the verse in Galatians 

promises, we reap eternal life. And unlike the Olympic races you may have 

watched, the gold medal, or eternal life, isn’t just for the few, but for everyone who 

successfully runs the race set before them. That is our assurance, that is what the 

Lord has promised us, and His promises are sure. 

In Christ,  

Pastor Hinckley and family 
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Sunday School opening will begin in the sanctu-

ary at approximatively 10:15 a.m. with Pastor 

Hinckley. We then will break off into separate 

groups and Children’s Choir. We hope to see 

you there!!! 

 

We are in need of Sunday 

School teachers, especially 

for a 1 or 2, 5th and 6th pre-

confirmation teachers.  If 

you are interested in helping 

please contact Lindsay Chil-

son.  

 

CONFIRMATION CLASSES 

7th & 8th Grade Confirmation will begin on Sep-

tember 12 at 10:15 a.m. 

 

Come to the Youth Bible study on 

Sunday mornings from 10:25-11:15 

a.m. The Bible study will be led by 

Jessica Smith. You are invited to 

attend the Sunday school opening 

before at 10:15 a.m. 

 

 

There is a Youth meeting 

scheduled for September 12 

at 5:30 p.m. This includes 

the 7th –12th grades. There 

will be pizza, a devotion and planning for youth 

group activities. 

Zion Lutheran Church and 

LWML 

Cordially Invite You to Our 

Spaghetti Supper and Silent Auction 

All Proceeds to Support LWML 

 Pre-sale Tickets: $8 per person, $25 for fami-

ly of four, 5 and under free 

 At the door: $10 per person, or $30 for family 

of four, 5 and under free 

Silent Auction begins at 6 p.m. Empty your pock-

ets for a delicious homemade dessert or other 

personal treasure! 

Sunday, September 19th 

5:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 

Dinner includes: spaghetti, salad, choice of Ital-

ian sausage or meatballs, breadsticks, and des-

sert 

Tickets will be available for sale every Sunday in 

the fellowship hall. See Melanie Olson or Lindy 

Hinckley if you have any questions! 

 

SILENT AUCTION SIGN UP  

We are looking for people to donate to the Silent 

Auction. Here are some ideas to consider donat-

ing:  

• Offering a service such as cooking/

baking, cleaning 

• homemade item (pie, cake, etc.) 

• craft items 

The sign-up sheets are on the bulletin board or 

contact Lindy Hinckley or Melanie Olson.   
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ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING 

MINUTES-AUGUST 11, 2021 

The August meeting of the Zion Lutheran Church 

Council was held in the fellowship hall August 11, 

2021. Council members attending in addition to Pastor 

Hinckley were Rocky Knippling, Darrel DuVall, Mar-

sha Houska, Jim Ristau, Kenny Knutson, Rick 

Hargens, Todd Van Den Bosch and Phil Wendling. 

The meeting was called to order by Rocky Knippling 

at 8:03 PM. Pastor Hinckley opened the meeting with 

prayer.  

 

The council minutes from the July 14, 2021 meeting 

were provided by Secretary Marsha Houska and read 

individually. Darrel DuVall made a motion to approve 

the minutes as provided. Motion was seconded by Phil 

Wendling. Motion carried.  

 

The treasurer’s report was provided by Treasurer 

Todd Van Den Bosch. 

 

General Fund:  

Beginning balance:   $23,874.69 

Ending balance:   $26,675.85 

 

Special Funds: 

Memorial:     $25,686.78 

Thrivent Choice:    $18,963.97   

Thrivent Moderate Allocation Fund $18,857.20 

Audio:    $659.70 

Building:     $363.02 

Youth Group:   $4,550.53 

 

Bills Paid in July: 

Good News Radio  $75.00 

Jim Pullen ( June mow)  $240.00 

Concordia Plan Serv  $3,199.75 

Cozine Electric     $2,127.96 

Variety Inc.    $91.23 

CPH bulletins/childrens $ 183.86 

Larsen Tax    $100.00 

Midstate Com   $89.76 

Office Products 4 of 48  $143.74 

Tara Weeman VBS reim  $675.69 

 

Outstanding Bills: 

Hutmacher Drilling   $97.96 

Chamberlain Variety   $90.51 

Jim Pullen (July mow)   $240.00 

Brule Cty Lumber-tower  $138.97 

Larsen Tax     $100.00 

Lutheran Witness    $1,716.66 

Good News Radio   $75.00 

CPH Weekly Bulletins   $86.15 

US Postmaster-bulk   $240.00 

 

PPP Loan-Will apply for forgiveness $13,313.00 after 

8/15/2021. 

 

Motion to approve the treasurer’s report and pay out-

standing bills as presented was made by Kenny Knut-

son and seconded by Darrel DuVall. Motion carried. 

 

Pastor’s/Elders’ Report: 

• Pastor is very proud of the accomplishments made 

by volunteers at Evergreen Lutheran Church on 

the Pine Ridge Reservation. Phase 1 has been 

completed. Volunteers will be returning to Pine 

Ridge mission on Friday Aug. 13 for phase 2. 

• July 26 visited Bob Struble in hospital, and Jeanie 

Reuer and Lyle DeHaai at Sanford Care Center 

• Visited Bob Struble Aug 2 and Joan Goetsch Aug 

5 in White Lake Nursing Home  

• Jeanie Reuer Funeral Aug 6 10:30 

• Regency Communion Aug 11; visited Bob Struble 

at Sanford Care Center 

• Aug 11 Elders/Council  7:00/8:00 

• Joan Goetsch Funeral Aug 14 10:30 

• Currently have 5 members in Regency Retirement 

and 3 members in Sanford Care Center 

• August 15th-Cindy Davis to join church 

• Aug 17th funeral for Pastor’s grandmother Marie 

Umiker (102 yrs.) in Gettysburg  

• Aug 29-Baptism for Nadia Paige Rosenberger 

( daughter of Ashley) 9:00 AM 

• Catechism and Sunday School to begin Sept. 12 

• Children will meet after church service and before 

Sunday school to sing, then go to respective SS 

classes 

• Youth group will have a meeting Sept 12 from 

5:30-7:30; Jessica Smith will lead the youth group 

but still in need of volunteers to help 

Continue on page 5 
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• Circuit Pastors’ meeting- Clayton 11:00-3:00  

• Sunday Sept 19 Spaghetti/Silent Auction Fundrais-

er for LWML 5:00-7:30PM 

• Would like to have a contemporary song during 

services 

 

Trustees’ Report: No report 

 

Life Team: No report 

 

Old Business: 

• Lights out in kitchen were replaced 

• Had to order different fan for exhaust hood 

• Kenny talked to city and OK to leave tree as is par-

sonage south side; city needs 14 ft clearance 

• Gary Pearce will trim parsonage tree with council 

members cleaning up debris for cost savings. 

• Still need volunteer money counters 

• Still in need of volunteer Sunday School teachers 

 

New Business: 

• South refrigerator freezing up; will clean out and 

unplug 

• Losing more organ keys; Darrel will check with 

Trinity and UCC about used organs 

 

Next meeting is scheduled for September 8, 2021 at 8 

PM, elders meeting at 7 PM. 

Motion to adjourn was made by Darrel DuVall and 

seconded by Rick Hargens. Motion carried. Meeting 

adjourned at 9 PM, closing with the Lord’s Prayer.  

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Marsha Houska, Church Council Secretary 

(These minutes are unofficial and will be presented to 

the church council for approval at the next meeting.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The church council is looking for people to help 

count the offerings after church services. If you 

are interested talk to Pastor or a council member. 

Thank you! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I am updating the confirmation scrapbook.  If you 

have found your old confirmation photo since the 

anniversary celebration or if you are from a re-

cent year, I’d love to add them.  I will be splitting 

the book into 2 volumes.  One for the 1900s and 

one for the 2000s.   

Contact Melanie Olson at  

gmolson@midstatesd.net or call 234-4167 and 

leave a message if no answer.  Thank you! 

 

 

mailto:gmolson@midstatesd.net
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     The Zion Lutheran LWML met on Tuesday, August 

10, 2021 at 5:30 p.m. with seven members present. 

Chairman Hope Lutter called the meeting to order. We 

listened to a LWML Podcast about Esther and the re-

cited the LWML League Pledge.  

      The minutes of the last meeting were read by Sec-

retary, Susan Swanson. There were no corrections, 

Shirley Bailey made a motion to approve the secretar-

y’s report, Ginger Koehn seconded it, the motion 

passed. Treasurer, Connie Cleland presented the treas-

urers report.  $50 donation was received from the re-

maining ceramic nativity set pieces and $350 was re-

ceived from the Jeanne Reuer family for serving the 

funeral lunch on August 6, 2021. The treasurers report 

will stand as read. 

 Unfinished business:  

• A thank you note was received from Delaney Pe-

terson.  

• The fleece blankets have been donated to Sanford, 

Chamberlain. 

• A reminder to attend the upcoming LWML SD 

District Christian Life Retreat on September 17 & 

18, 2021 at Faith Lutheran in Pierre, SD. All are 

encouraged to attend.  

• Lindy Hinckley and Melanie Olson updated every-

one on the progress of the Spaghetti Supper and 

Silent Auction.  

• Susan Swanson reported that over half of the forms 

have been returned for the Secret Encourager Card 

project. The envelopes will be placed on the bulle-

tin board in the Fellowship Hall for people to take. 

It should be up by the end of August. 

         New business: 

• Spaghetti Supper planning meeting on Tuesday, 

August 31st at 5:30 p.m. 

• Church kitchen cleanup will be Saturday, Septem-

ber 11th at 10:30 a.m. Everyone is welcome to 

come and help!! 

Respectively Submitted, 

Susan Swanson, Secretary  

 

Zion Lutheran LWML Financial Report 
May 2, 2021 thru August 10, 2021 

Meeting Date August 10, 2021 
 
 
Beginning Balance brought forward:       $994.41                     
 

Income:    Mites Offerings             $ 132.80 
                 Greeting Cards                   15.90 
                 Mtg Offering                      11.00 
                                     Total          +159.69                                                                     
 

Disbursements:   
                  SD District LWML/Mites    $ 129.50 
                                      Total                  -129.50                                                                     
 
Ending Balance of Bank Account        $1,024.60                                                                   
 

Scholarship Fund 
Beginning Balance          $750.48 
Interest earned                         .02 
Ending Balance               $750.50 
 

Outstanding Bills: 
            SD District LWML/Mites    $135.52 

 

 

LWML SD District  
Christian Life Retreat  

Faith Lutheran Church, Pierre, SD  
September 17 & 18, 2021 
Gifts from the Heart list is located on 
page 7. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Saturday, September 25, 2021 

St. John’s Lutheran Church 
Gregory, SD 

Registration 9:30 a.m. 

(If you would like a ride contact  
Susan Swanson 605-680-0721) 
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We will be collecting donations for “The Gifts from the 

Heart” for the LWML SD Christian Life Retreat in Pierre on 

September 17 & 18, 2021. The items are listed below 

There will be a donation box located in the Fellowship Hall. 

Please have the items to the church before Wednesday, 

September 15th. 

Orphan Grain Train: We will be collecting monetary dona-

tions for the OGT. If you wish to donate, please make it out 

to the Orphan Grain Train. (You may leave the check with 

Susan Swanson) 

PARS (Pierre Area Referral Services) Program: 

Food 

• Sugar (2 lb. bag) 

• Jelly (no glass) 

• Pancake mix 

• Syrup 

• Raman noodles 

• Cans of soup (chunky or 

Progresso type) 

• Saltines crackers 

• Hamburger Helper 

• Tuna Helper 

• Boxed or pouch type sides of 

rice and potatoes 

• Cereal 

• Flavored oatmeal 

 

 

Hygiene Items (We recommend 

Dollar Store, Family Dollar, or 

Dollar Tree items) 

• Feminine hygiene pads, 

panty liners, tampons 

• Toilet paper 

• Paper towels 

• Shampoo 

• Conditioner 

• Body wash 

• Laundry soap 

• Liquid fabric softener 

• Men’s and women’s stick deodorant 

• Spray cleaner 

• Dish soap 

• Scrubber sponges 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Celebrating 100 Years 

You are invited to: 

 

100th Anniversary  

Zion Lutheran Church 

Presho, SD 

on 

Saturday, September 11, 2021 
It will begin with worship service at 11 a.m. fol-

lowed by a catered dinner. There will be a short 

program after the dinner. 

 

100th Anniversary  

Messiah Lutheran Church 

Murdo, SD 

on 

Sunday, September 19, 2021 
Entertainment by Haakon County “Crooners” will 

begin at 3:00 p.m. 

Special worship and praise service will begin at 

3:30 p.m. Pastor Brad Urbach will be the featured 

speaker. 

Pastor David Otten will present the history of the 

church. 

Supper and fellowship will follow in the base-

ment. 
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MAIN STREET LIVING SEPTEMBER 2021 

Sept 5, 2021 

10:00 AM - “The Sound of Doors Closing” - A man's 

mid-life crisis and the effect it has on his family. 

10:30 AM - Rev. Christopher McCarthy, pastor at First 

& Emmanuel Lutheran Churches in Wall & Creighton, 

presents a message titled “He Groaned.”  This sermon is 

based on Mark 7:31-37.  This program is interpreted 

and closed captioned for the hearing impaired.  For 

more information visit: www.mainstreetliving.com 
 

Sept 12, 2021  

10:00 AM - “Tina” - Two lonely people, a woman and a 

child, come together through Jesus. 

 10:30 AM - Rev. John Fries, pastor at Grace & Blessed 

Emmanuel Lutheran Churches in Deadwood & Sturgis, 

presents a message titled “Tongues of Fire Will Burn 

You!”  This sermon is based on James 3:1-12.  This 

program is interpreted and closed captioned for the 

hearing impaired.  For more information visit: 

www.mainstreetliving.com 
 

Sept 19, 2021  

10:00 AM - “Look to the Mountain” - A hopeless situa-

tion becomes more hopeless when a down and out man 

kidnaps a young girl for ransom money. 

10:30 AM - Rev. David Warner, pastor at Our Redeem-

er & Our Savior in Custer & Hill City, presents a mes-

sage titled “The Struggle for Peace.”  This sermon is 

based on Mark 9:30-37.  This program is interpreted 

and closed captioned for the hearing impaired.  For 

more information visit: www.mainstreetliving.com 
 

Sept 26, 2021  

10:00 AM - “Home Free” - A family learns the real 

meaning of love, and that it comes free. 

10:30 AM - Rev. Albert Sutton, pastor at Evergreen Lu-

theran Mission in Porcupine, presents a message titled 

“The Family Vacation.”  This sermon is based on Num-

bers 11.  This program is interpreted and closed cap-

tioned for the hearing impaired.  For more information 

visit: www.mainstreetliving.com 

 

The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 

LCMS Stewardship Ministry 

Newsletter article – September 2021 

At the end of the first of his chapters on the virtue of faith 

in Mere Christianity, C.S. Lewis provides a helpful re-

minder, by way of analogy, for the foundation of steward-

ship. He wrote:  

“Every faculty you have, your power of thinking 

or of moving your limbs from moment to moment, 

is given you by God. If you devoted every moment 

of your whole life exclusively to His service you 

could not give Him anything that was not in a 

sense His own already. So then, when we talk of a 

man doing anything for God or giving anything to 

God, I will tell you what it is really like. It is like a 

small child going to its father and saying, ‘Daddy, 

give me sixpence to buy you a birthday present.’ 

Of course, the father does, and he is pleased with 

the child’s present. It is all very nice and proper, 

but only an idiot would think that the father is six-

pence to the good on the transaction. When a man 

has made these two discoveries God can really get 

to work. It is after this that real life begins. (128–

129).” 

This is the first thing we are given to confess about stew-

ardship, and it has to do with ownership. God owns every-

thing, and we are simply managers – stewards – acting on 

His behalf. This is true not only of all that we have in this 

life (Deut. 8:17–18) but also all that we are in this life (1 

Cor. 6:20).  

The rest flows from here. Since we are stewards, or man-

agers, of what belongs to God, entrusted to make use of it 

according to His will, there is an expectation of responsi-

bility and accountability. For the Lord said, “Everyone to 

whom much was given, of him much will be required, and 

from him to whom they entrusted much, they will demand 

the more” (Luke 12:48b). And from this comes blessing 

and reward: “Well done, good and faithful servant. You 

have been faithful over a little; I will set you over much. 

Enter into the joy of your master” (Matt. 25:21).  

We have everything we need to support this body and life 

from our God’s fatherly divine goodness and mercy, with-

out any merit or worthiness in us. We have everything we 

need for our spiritual life also from His merciful hands. On 

account of the sacrifice of His Son, our Lord Jesus, 

through the preaching of the gospel and the administration 

of the sacraments, we have the forgiveness of sins, eternal 

life, and everlasting salvation delivered to us with absolute 

certainty that it is ours – not as stewards but as sons (Gal. 

4:1–7). Let us then, as His own sons, press all that He 

gives to us into the service of His church and to His glory.  

http://www.mainstreetliving.com/
http://www.mainstreetliving.com/
http://www.mainstreetliving.com/
http://www.mainstreetliving.com/
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Life News 
August 2021 

lutheransforlife.org 

Speaking up For Life  
 

“If God does not remember your forgiven sin, 

then why should you? Paul knew that when a 

penitent person confesses [his or her] guilt to 

God and seeks pardon through the merit of Christ 

the Savior, God forgives the sinner completely, 

absolutely, and without reservation.” Rev. Dr. Ar-

min Oldsen, former speaker of “The Lutheran 

Hour”  

“Christianity proclaims a God who valued human-

ity so much that in Jesus God took on flesh, be-

coming human. He took on His own jar of clay 

and in so doing gifted all of humanity with im-

measurable treasure.” Margaret Manning Shull  

“We run to help people in need; we run to deal 

with emergencies and crises and the problems of 

every day; we take the Good News to people we 

love, family and friends and neighbors alike. But 

there are also times we can sit—and rejoice that 

Jesus is risen, that evil is conquered, and that 

God’s victory is certain.” Dr. Kari Vo 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2021 LUTHERANS FOR LIFE RE-
GIONAL CONFERENCES – GOD 
CHOSE YOU 

Lutherans For Life regional 
conferences allow our team to 
come directly to you with the 
For Life Gospel message. 
These gatherings are wonderful 
times spent together where we 
can provide valuable infor-
mation and encouragement to you, your commu-
nity, and the life-affirming work you are engaged 
in. 

OCTOBER 16 – Living Word Free Lutheran Church, 

Sioux Falls, South Dakota  

Sioux Falls Conference Speakers: 

• Dr. Kim Marxhausen is a Lutheran educator with a 

doctorate in Educational Psychology. She has au-

thored three books, and she writes the Parent 

Pages newsletter for LCMS School Ministry as 

well as a parenting and devotional blog. She will 

present “God Chose You: The Caregiver’s Jour-

ney” based on her personal experience as a care-

giver for two loved ones with dementia that provid-

ed the inspiration for her book, Weary Joy. 

• Rev. B. Keith Haney is Assistant to the President 

for Missions, Human Care, and Stewardship for 

the Iowa West District of the LCMS. He has 

served multiple congregations and the Northern 

Illinois District. He writes a blog to encourage be-

lievers in their faith journey and non-believers to 

explore difficult faith issues. He will speak on the 

“Critical Race Theory” and how it relates to our 

Christian Witness. 

• Dr. Donna Harrison is a board-certified obstetri-

cian and gynecologist currently serving as Execu-

tive Director of the American Association of Prolife 

Obstetricians and Gynecologists (AAPLOG). She 

will speak on “Over the Counter Abortion”. The 

end game for the abortion industry is to make eve-

ry woman her own abortionist. This is close to 

happening. What does OTC abortion mean for 

us? 
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Why Do Christians Go to  

                                    Church on Sunday? 

Written by Kattie Koplin 

CPH   Worship Blog , August 23, 2021 

If you ask Christians why they go to church, the an-
swers will vary. We recently went through (some of us 
are still going through) a time when regular church 
attendance was not possible. It left many asking the 
question, “Why do we go to church?” 

Why Do Christians Attend Church?  

As we sink into fall routines, it’s a good question to 
ask ourselves. Having a solid answer to this question 
will serve us well when other reasons we give fade 
away. 
 
When I was growing up, my main motivation for get-
ting up on Sunday morning was to see my friends. Alt-
hough fellowship and friendship are important pieces 
of the Christian life, they are not the reasons we go to 
church. Relationships can become strained, and diffi-
culties arise. If this is our reasoning for gathering, 
when friendships fade, so does our reason for attend-
ing church. 
 
Another answer given is, “I go to church to become a 
better person.” Wanting to love and serve our neigh-
bor well is admirable, but it’s not the reason we go to 
church. If wanting to become better is the sole reason 
for church attendance, we will constantly be looking at 
ourselves or the actions of others around us. When we 
see our failures over and over again, or the failure of 
others, our reason for attending will disappear. 
 
A third common response for going to church is, “It’s 
what we do.” Attending church on a regular basis will 
make it a habit. Bringing your kids also may start a 
generational legacy of church attendance, but going 
solely out of habit is not the reason we go to church. 

The Creed Explains the Importance of Church 

The Third Article of the Apostles’ Creed gives us a 
clear explanation for what the Church does and the 
reason why we go to church: 

“I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian 
Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlast-
ing. Amen” (p. 144, Luther’s Small Catechism). 
 
“In this Christian church He daily and richly forgives 
all my sins and the sins of all believers. On the Last 
Day He will raise me and all the dead, and give eternal 
life to me and all believers in Christ. This is most cer-

tainly true” (p. 144, Luther’s Small Catechism). 

The Christian Church is the gathering place of all 
saints to hear the proclamation, “You are forgiven.” 

Benefits and Blessings of Church Attendance 

The reasons people give for church attendance are de-
lightful benefits that flow from the purpose of the 
church. Things such as friends, becoming a better 
neighbor, and going to church regularly all flow from 
hearing about the forgiveness we have through 
Christ’s death and resurrection. This forgiveness 
comes from both the Word of God and the reception 
of Christ's body and blood in the supper.  
 
Friendships and fellowship are not the reason we go to 
church, but the people and the community are benefi-
cial. The fellowship we have with other Christians is 
different from any other relationship we have. Our 
friendships in church are not rooted in opinions, politi-
cal leanings, stages of life, or anything else that will 
fade away. They are rooted in Christ. Because of this, 
when relationships become strained, we are to contin-
ue gathering together at the altar, confessing our sins, 
and hearing the declaration of forgiveness. 
 
We will see our failures and the failures of others. In-
stead of becoming discouraged, we remember that we 
come to church to be forgiven of our failures, just as 
our neighbor does. Once again, we are free to go about 
in everyday service to others around us. 
 
We do not go to church solely out of habit. Attending 
church regularly will create healthy patterns in your 
life and those of your children. But we go to church to 
be reminded of and to receive the forgiveness of sins, 
and then we eagerly wait until we can attend again. 
 
Although we embrace all of the good that comes from 
going to church we must remember why the church 
exists and why we gather together. We are in desper-
ate need of forgiveness and, “In this Christian Church 
He richly and daily forgives all my sins and the sins of 
all believers.” 

Katie Koplin resides in west-central Minnesota with 
her husband and four kids, where fields of grain meet 
woods and water. She keeps busy caring for her kids, 
writing for her blog (lovedinspiteofself.com), drinking 
coffee by the pot, quilting, reading, camping, leading 
Bible studies, and working at her much-adored local 
library. Her writing and speaking focus on encourag-
ing others to live in freedom, equipping people to see 
Christ for them in Scripture, and empowering others 
with the great love Christ has for us. 
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September 1      Karen Smith 

September 3 Heath Woodraska 

September 2 Carter Nelson 

September 4 Wesley Priebe 

September 6 Sheila Thompson,  

 Rondell Busack, 

September 7 Evan Engel 

September 8 Carol Powers,  

 Erik Hickey 

September 9 Charles Swanson 

 Warren “Jake” Sazue 

September 14 Sally Rohrback  

September 15 Tina DeHaai,  

 Maxwell Kelsey,  

 Lauren Swanson 

September 16 Kammie Thompson, 

 Rexton Larsen 

September 17 Julie Bode 

September 18 Richard Hansen 

September 19 Lila Speckels,  

 Frank Bailey 

September 20 Sharon Wojciechowski, 

 Steve Priebe,  

 Natalie Ketelhut  

September 21 Quin Peterson,  

 Desiree Priebe 

 Samuel Swanson 

September 22 Val Mosel 

September 24 Rodney Reuer 

September 25 Britini DeHaai 

September 26 Jeanne Mueller 

September 27 Marlin Dominiack,  

 Aspen Hansen 

September 30 Becky Hansen 

 

September 1 William Dahlman,  

 Kaitlynn Smith 

September 2 Yvette DuVall 

September 4 Tory Engel 

September 5 Janece Palmer 

September 7 Gracelinn Keiner,  

 Marin Omanson 

September 8 Garret Ristau,  

 Gunner Ristau 

September 10 Hope Lutter 

September 11 Kathy Randall 

September 13 Michael Engel 

September 16 Ryder Bunnell 

September 17 Belinda Holscher,  

 David Thompson, 

 Sutton Swanson 

September 18 Edward Swanson, 

 Brady Bunker,  

 Tavi Larsen 

September 19 Brylee Brennan 

September 22 Henry Swanson, 

 Jaxson Richardson, 

 Journey Richardson 

September 23 Janice Mosel,   

 Melissa McConniel,  

 Mitchell Swanson, 

 Grace DuVall, 

 Evelyn Julius 

September 24 Carol Powers,  

 Lish Bairey,  

 Collin Powell,  

 Isabelle McConniel 

September 28 Judith Brownell,  

 Jovie Van Den Bosch 

September 30 Keaton Reis 

 

 

September 2 Robert & Lindy Hinckley 

 Matt & Robbyn Mueller 

September 3 Desirae & Patrick                       

  Toomey 

September 6 Rick & Janece Palmer  

September 9 Cindy & Dennis Wingert 

September 14 Russell & Renae Bunker  

September 15 Courtney & Jonathan  

  Tyrell  

September 19 Jenna & Jeff Hieb 

September 23   Tom & Andrea Schmidt  

September 25 Bill & Kathy Randall  

September 28 Scott & Ann Powers  
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Zion Lutheran Church 

314 South Main Street 

Chamberlain, SD 57325 

     RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

 

ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

Pastor  Rev. Robert Hinckley 605-413-2671  

Email  rmhjr2@gmail.com 

Administrative Assistant Susan Swanson 

Email  zionlutheran@midstatesd.net 

Web Site  www.zionchamberlain.com 

Church Office (605) 234-9466 

 

President  Rocky Knippling 

Vice President Todd Powell 

Secretary Marsha Houska 

Treasurer Todd Van Den Bosch 

Elders Kurt Kelsey, Darrel DuVall,  

  Rick Hargens, Mike Reimer,  

  James Ristau, Philip Wendling, 

  Eric Weeman, Robert Lulf 
 

Trustees Tom Schmidt, Ken Knutson,  

  Scott Walker, Garrett Chilson 
 

Stewardship  Tom Schmidt 

Sunday School Supt Lindsay Chilson  

 WORSHIP TIMES 
 

Sunday, Divine Service  9:00 AM 

Saturday, Divine Service   7:00 PM 

  
 

MEETINGS 

Elders Second Wednesday 7:00 PM 

Council  Second Wednesday 8:00 PM 

 

Men’s Bible study in person-Wednesday 6:45 AM 

 
 

 

Lutheran Women’s Missionary League 

 Chairman  Hope Lutter 680-3658  

 Vice Chair  Sharlene DuVall 894-4405 

 Secretary  Susan Swanson 894-4597 

 Treasurer  Connie Cleland 734-5487 

     

 

 

     

September, 12th at 10:15 a.m. 


