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Maundy Thursday
April 1, 2021
Confession and Absolution
Hymn of Invocation: LSB 637 Draw Near and Take the Body of the Lord

Text and tune: Public domain

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

P
C

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

P
C

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.
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Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have
sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what
we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not
loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal
punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us,
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways
to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

P

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives
you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I
therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the
Holy Spirit.
Amen.

C

Service of the Word
Introit

Psalm 116:1–4; antiphon: v. 5

Gracious is the LORD, and righteous;
our God is merciful.
I love the LORD, because he has heard
my voice and my pleas for mercy.
Because he inclined his ear to me,
therefore I will call on him as long as I live.
The snares of death encompassed me; the pangs of Sheol laid hold on me;
I suffered distress and anguish.
Then I called on the name of the LORD:
“O LORD, I pray, deliver my soul!”
Gracious is the LORD, and righteous;
our God is merciful.
Kyrie
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Salutation and Collect of the Day: Holy (Maundy) Thursday

P

Let us pray.
O Lord, in this wondrous Sacrament You have left us a remembrance of Your passion.
Grant that we may so receive the sacred mystery of Your body and blood that the fruits
of Your redemption may continually be manifest in us; for You live and reign with the
Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Sit

Old Testament Reading: Exodus 24:3–11
Moses came and told the people all the words of the LORD and all the just decrees. And all
the people answered with one voice and said, “All the words that the LORD has spoken we
will do.” And Moses wrote down all the words of the LORD. He rose early in the morning and
built an altar at the foot of the mountain, and twelve pillars, according to the twelve tribes of
Israel. And he sent young men of the people of Israel, who offered burnt offerings and
sacrificed peace offerings of oxen to the LORD. And Moses took half of the blood and put it
in basins, and half of the blood he threw against the altar. Then he took the Book of the
Covenant and read it in the hearing of the people. And they said, “All that the LORD has
spoken we will do, and we will be obedient.” And Moses took the blood and threw it on the
people and said, “Behold the blood of the covenant that the LORD has made with you in
accordance with all these words.”
Then Moses and Aaron, Nadab, and Abihu, and seventy of the elders of Israel went up, and
they saw the God of Israel. There was under his feet as it were a pavement of sapphire stone,
like the very heaven for clearness. And he did not lay his hand on the chief men of the people
of Israel; they beheld God, and ate and drank.

P
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Gradual

Hebrews 9:12a, c, 15a; Psalm 111:9a

[Christ] entered once for all into the holy places, by means of his own blood,
thus securing an eternal redemption.
Therefore he is the mediator of a new covenant,
so that those who are called may receive the promised eternal inheritance.
He sent redemption to his people;
he has commanded his covenant forever.
Epistle: 1 Corinthians 10:16–17
The cup of blessing that we bless, is it not a participation in the blood of Christ? The bread
that we break, is it not a participation in the body of Christ? Because there is one bread, we
who are many are one body, for we all partake of the one bread.

P
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand

Verse (Lent)

LSB 157

5

Holy Gospel: John 15:1–17
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fifteenth chapter.

“I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser. Every branch of mine that does not
bear fruit he takes away, and every branch that does bear fruit he prunes, that it may bear
more fruit. Already you are clean because of the word that I have spoken to you. Abide in
me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither
can you, unless you abide in me. I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me
and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing. If anyone
does not abide in me he is thrown away like a branch and withers; and the branches are
gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. If you abide in me, and my words abide in you,
ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. By this my Father is glorified, that you
bear much fruit and so prove to be my disciples. As the Father has loved me, so have I loved
you. Abide in my love. If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I
have kept my Father’s commandments and abide in his love. These things I have spoken to
you, that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be full.
“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. Greater love
has no one than this, that someone lays down his life for his friends. You are my friends if
you do what I command you. No longer do I call you servants, for the servant does not know
what his master is doing; but I have called you friends, for all that I have heard from my
Father I have made known to you. You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you
that you should go and bear fruit and that your fruit should abide, so that whatever you ask
the Father in my name, he may give it to you. These things I command you, so that you will
love one another.
P

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Apostles’ Creed
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life T everlasting. Amen.
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Sit

Hymn of the Day: LSB 641 You Satisfy the Hungry Heart

Text and tune: © 1977 Archdiocese of Philadelphia, admin. International Liturgy Publications. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004828

Sermon “The True Vine”
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Stand

Prayer of the Church
P Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to
their needs.

Brief silence

C
P

C
P

C
P
C
P
C
P

C

For an increase in devotion for all the saints, for the faithful proclamation of the Gospel
by all pastors in Christ, for an end to schism and division within the Church Militant,
and for the proper fear and fervent praise of the Holy Trinity among all those born again
from above in Holy Baptism, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For faithful catechesis and formation in the faith for our catechumens, both young and
old; for a renewed vigor to study God’s Word within the congregations of our Synod;
for Christ to be fully formed within us; for courage to walk as children of the light; and
for strength in the face of temptation, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For the sojourner and stranger, for the persecuted and oppressed, for prisoners and their
families, for the enemies of the faith, and for the true repentance of all, let us pray to the
Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For thankful hearts, and for the faithful support of the Church and the work of the Lord,
here and throughout the world, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For the safety of all those who travel, and for a time of enjoyment and refreshment
among all who gather together with family and friends, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For the nations and those who lead them, for peace in the world, for an end to violence
and war, and for the remembrance of those who defended our liberty with the cost of
their lives, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
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C
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For those troubled in mind and heart, for the grieving in their sorrow, and for all the sick
and those who suffer, especially Bill, Sally, Jack, Donald, Ronnie, Yvonne, Anita,
Bridget, Vern, Rodney, Ken, Lucas, Harriet, Matthew, Ruth, Lyle, Becky, Tom, and Al,
let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For reverent awe as our lips receive the very body and blood of Christ from the holy
altar, for the removal of our guilt and deliverance from evil, for the strengthening of our
love for God and for one another, and for an increase of faith, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the dead and
the life everlasting, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
All glory, honor and praise be to the most Holy Trinity, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
Holy, holy, holy is He whose name is majestic in all the earth, through whom we receive
forgiveness, life and salvation. For from Him and through Him and to Him are all
things. To Him be glory forever.
Amen.

Offering—Please remain standing. The offering plate is located in the back of the
church.
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Offertory

LSB 159

Service of the Sacrament
Preface

LSB 160
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It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our
Lord, who accomplished the salvation of mankind by the tree of the cross that, where
death arose, there life also might rise again and that the serpent who overcame by the
tree of the garden might likewise by the tree of the cross be overcome. Therefore with
angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your
glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:

Sanctus
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Prayer of Thanksgiving
LSB 161
P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom
You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our
Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the allavailing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross.

C

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive,
renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body
and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together, we pray,
from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the
Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and
preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
C Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
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The Words of Our Lord
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He
had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My
T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He
gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T
blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it,
in remembrance of Me.”
Pax Domini
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Agnus Dei
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Sit

Distribution
Stand

Nunc Dimittis
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Post-Communion Collect
P Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary
gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same
in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.
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Benediction
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Hymn to Depart: LSB 643 Sent Forth by God’s Blessing

Tune: Public domain
Text: © 1964 World Library Publications. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004828
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Stripping of the Altar (Congregation meditates on Psalm 22 or Hymn LSB 439)
The Communion vessels are reverently removed from the altar, the altar is stripped, and
the chancel is cleared in preparation for the solemn services of Good Friday.

When the stripping of the altar is complete, the pastor and congregation
leave in silence.
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