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Welcome! We are so glad you joined us this season of Lent, as we look to the cross
of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ! May the Holy Spirit richly bless and be with us
all this time of year.

If you have any announcements or prayer requests please let us know.

It is the mission of our church to share the love of Christ. Romans 5:5 says “God’s
love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to
us.” May the Lord be with us as we hear the Gospel and receive the Sacraments for
the strengthening of our faith and making disciples of all nations!

Holy Communion: The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the
confession and glad confidence that, as he says, our Lord gives into our mouths not
only bread and wine but his very body and blood to eat and to drink for the
forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with him and with one another. Our
Lord invites to his table those who trust his words, repent of all sin, and set aside any
refusal to forgive and love as he forgives and loves us, that they may show forth his
death until he comes. Because those who eat and drink our Lord’s body and blood
unworthily do so to their great harm and because Holy Communion is a confession
of the faith which is confessed at this altar, any who are not yet instructed, in doubt,
or who hold a confession differing from that of this congregation and The Lutheran
Church— Missouri Synod, and yet desire to receive the sacrament, are asked first to
speak with the pastor or an usher. For further study, see Matthew 5:23f.; 10:32f.;
18:15-35; 26:26-29; 1 Cor. 11:17- 34



Opening Hymn: LSB 418 O Lord, throughout These Forty Days
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Tune: Public domain
Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004828
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(P) Dear brothers and sisters of our Lord Jesus Christ, on this day the Church begins a holy
season of prayerful and penitential reflection. Our attention is especially directed to the
holy sufferings and death of our Lord Jesus Christ.

From ancient times the season of Lent has been kept as a time of special devotion, self-
denial, and humble repentance born of a faithful heart that dwells confidently on His
Word and draws from it life and hope.

Let us pray that our dear Father in heaven, for the sake of His beloved Son and in the
power of His Holy Spirit, might richly bless this Lententide for us so that we may come
to Easter with glad hearts and keep the feast in sincerity and truth.



Confession and Absolution

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.
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In the name of the Father and of the ~}- Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

(P)

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have
sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what
we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not
loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal
punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us,
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways
to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives
you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, |
therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the I« Son and of the
Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Imposition of Ashes.

Repent and believe in the Gospel.

After receiving the ashes, each person returns to his place in silence.



Service of the Word

Salutation and Collect of the Day: Ash Wednesday
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(P) The Lord be with you.
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Almighty and everlasting God, You despise nothing You have made and forgive the sins
of all who are penitent. Create in us new and contrite hearts that lamenting our sins and
acknowledging our wretchedness we may receive from You full pardon and forgiveness;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy

And al - so with you.
(P) Let us pray.
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
o)




Sit
Old Testament Reading: Genesis 3:1-15

Now the serpent was more crafty than any other beast of the field that the LorD God had
made.

He said to the woman, “Did God actually say, ‘You shall not eat of any tree in the
garden’?”” And the woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the
garden, but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the midst of the
garden, neither shall you touch it, lest you die.””” But the serpent said to the woman, “You
will not surely die. For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you
will be like God, knowing good and evil.” So when the woman saw that the tree was good for
food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one
wise, she took of its fruit and ate, and she also gave some to her husband who was with her,
and he ate. Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they were naked. And
they sewed fig leaves together and made themselves loincloths.

And they heard the sound of the LorRD God walking in the garden in the cool of the day,
and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LorRD God among the trees
of the garden. But the LORD God called to the man and said to him, “Where are you?” And he
said, “I heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, because | was naked, and | hid
myself.” He said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten of the tree of which I
commanded you not to eat?” The man said, “The woman whom you gave to be with me, she
gave me fruit of the tree, and I ate.” Then the LORD God said to the woman, “What is this that
you have done?” The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.”

The LorD God said to the serpent,

“Because you have done this,
cursed are you above all livestock
and above all beasts of the field;
on your belly you shall go,
and dust you shall eat
all the days of your life.
I will put enmity between you and the woman,
and between your offspring and her offspring;
he shall bruise your head,
and you shall bruise his heel.”

(P} This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Gradual Hebrews 12:2

[O come, let us fix our eyes on] Jesus,
the founder and perfecter of our faith,

who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame,
and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God.

Epistle: 2 Corinthians 5:20b—6:10
We implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. For our sake he made him to be

sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.
Working together with him, then, we appeal to you not to receive the grace of God in vain.
For he says,

“In a favorable time I listened to you,
and in a day of salvation I have helped you.”

Behold, now is the favorable time; behold, now is the day of salvation. We put no obstacle in
anyone’s way, SO that no fault may be found with our ministry, but as servants of God we
commend ourselves in every way: by great endurance, in afflictions, hardships, calamities,
beatings, imprisonments, riots, labors, sleepless nights, hunger; by purity, knowledge,
patience, kindness, the Holy Spirit, genuine love; by truthful speech, and the power of God,;
with the weapons of righteousness for the right hand and for the left; through honor and
dishonor, through slander and praise. We are treated as impostors, and yet are true; as
unknown, and yet well known; as dying, and behold, we live; as punished, and yet not killed;
as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing, yet
possessing everything.

(P} This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Stand

Holy Gospel: Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21
(P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the sixth chapter.

Glo - ry to You, O Lord.

[Jesus said:] “Beware of practicing your righteousness before other people in order to be
seen by them, for then you will have no reward from your Father who is in heaven.

“Thus, when you give to the needy, sound no trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do in
the synagogues and in the streets, that they may be praised by others. Truly, | say to you, they
have received their reward. But when you give to the needy, do not let your left hand know
what your right hand is doing, so that your giving may be in secret. And your Father who
sees in secret will reward you.

“And when you pray, you must not be like the hypocrites. For they love to stand and pray
in the synagogues and at the street corners, that they may be seen by others. Truly, | say to
you, they have received their reward. But when you pray, go into your room and shut the
door and pray to your Father who is in secret. And your Father who sees in secret will reward
you. . ..
“And when you fast, do not look gloomy like the hypocrites, for they disfigure their faces
that their fasting may be seen by others. Truly, I say to you, they have received their reward.
But when you fast, anoint your head and wash your face, that your fasting may not be seen by
others but by your Father who is in secret. And your Father who sees in secret will reward
you.

“Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where
thieves break in and steal, but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth
nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is,
there your heart will be also.”

(P} This is the Gospel of the Lord.

o>

Q%

A |

A | | 'R
| | 'R

i T —— |

Praise to You, O  Christ.




Sit

Hymn of the Day: LSB 561 The Tree of Life
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Tune: © 1995 Bruce W. Becker. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004828
Text: © 1993 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004828



Sermon “The Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil.”

Stand

Prayer of the Church

(P)
P

Let us pray:

O Lord, our heavenly Father, You desire not the death of a sinner, but rather that we
would turn from our evil ways and live. Turn us again, O God of our salvation, and let
Your anger cease from us. Spare us from every evil to body and soul.

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Look graciously on Your Church, and preserve the Gospel among us. Renew us in this
penitential season to strive against the desires of the flesh, to grow in the joy of Your
salvation, and to look in love and service toward our neighbors, especially those of the
household of faith.

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Look graciously on the families of our congregation. Defend Your holy estate of
marriage against every enemy that would divide. Strengthen parents for their duties,
especially bringing up their children in the fear and instruction of the Lord, and preserve
us all faithful to the end.

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Look graciously on our nation and its leaders, all civil servants, and those who protect us
and work for the common good. Drive away all disease and fear from us. Grant peace, we
pray, O Lord.

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Behold in mercy all who are sick, who suffer and who rejoice; and be with all expectant
mothers, all whose labor is dangerous, the unemployed, those near death and those who
mourn. Give comfort to us, who are dust and must return to dust, that a broken and
contrite heart You will not despise.

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

10



(P] We thank You, heavenly Father, that You have sent Your only begotten Son into our
flesh to offer Himself as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the world. Trusting in His
mercy, bring us in repentance and faith to Your altar to eat His body and drink His blood
for the forgiveness of our sins.

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

(P) Graciously receive our prayers, deliver and preserve us, for to You alone we give all
glory, honor and worship, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Offering - Please remain standing. The offering plate is located in the back of the
Church.

Offertory LSB 159
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Service of the Sacrament

Preface
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(Pl The Lord be with you.

A\

It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

LSB 160

(P} Itis truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our
Lord, who overcame the assaults of the devil and gave His life as a ransom for many
that with cleansed hearts we might be prepared joyfully to celebrate the paschal feast in
sincerity and truth. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of
heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:
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Sanctus LSB 161
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Prayer of Thanksgiving LSB 161

(P) Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom
You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our
Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-
availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross.

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive,
renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body
and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together, we pray,
from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the
Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and
preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
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Lord’s Prayer LSB 162
P) Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as itis in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord
(P) Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He

had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My
I« body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He
gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My *I+
blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it,
in remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domini LSB 163
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(P] The peace of the Lord be with you al - ways.
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Agnus Dei LSB 163
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Stand
Nunc Dimittis
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Post-Communion Collect
(P Letus pray.

LSB 165

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary
gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same
in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and

forever.
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Benediction LSB 166
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(P} The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you
and be gracious to you.

The Lord look upon you with favor and *}+ give you peace.
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Hymn to Depart: LSB 707 Oh, That the Lord Would Guide My Ways
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1 Oh, thatthe Lord would guide my ways To keep His stat-utes still!
2 Or - dermy foot-steps by Thy Word And make my heart sin - cere;
3 As - sistmy soul, too apt to stray, A  strict-er watch to keep;
4 Make me to walk in  Thy com-mands—’'Tis a de-light- ful road—
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Oh, that my God would grant me grace To know and do His  will!
Let sin have no do - min-ion, Lord, But keep my con-science clear.
And should I e’er for - get Thy way, Re-store Thy wan-d’ring sheep.
Nor let my head or heart or hands Of-fend a-gainst my God.

Tune and text: Public domain
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