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“If I speak in the tongues of men and of
angels, but have not love, I am a noisy gong
2
or a clanging cymbal. And if I have prophetic powers, and understand all
mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all faith, to remove mountains, but
have not love, I am nothing. 3 If I give away all I have, and if I deliver up my
body to be burned, but have not love, I gain nothing.
4

Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; it is not arrogant 5 or
rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; 6 it does not
rejoice at wrongdoing but rejoices with the truth. 7 Love bears all things,
believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.
8

Love never ends. . .” 1 Corinthians 13:1-8a.
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St. Paul, in his first letter to the Corinthians, tells us that as the body of
Christ we ought “earnestly desire the higher gifts” but that above all is the gift
LCMS Stewardship Article
of charity, or God’s love (1 Cor. 12:31). As we have learned since we were
Main Street Living Schedule children, God loves us and His love is so perfect that He sacrificed His only
page 7
begotten Son that we all could live with Him again. He loves us even though
________________________ we do not deserve it. And nothing we do can separate us from God’s love. As
CPH Blog-Standing Firm in St. Paul tells us in his letter to the Romans: “Neither death nor life, nor angels,
nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor
Christ by Katie Koplin
height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the
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________________________ love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Romans 8:38-39). He wants us
to love each other in the same way. He expects us to “consider one another to
Puzzles
provoke unto love and to good works” (Heb. 10:24).
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Now that we have heard the word, let us hearken to it, and heed it. Hearken
means to take something into consideration. Heed, on the other hand, implies
action. In other words, “Little children, let us not love in word or talk but in
deed and in truth” (1 John 3:18). How do we love in deed and in truth? It is
easy to love our friends and families because they love us. Sometimes loving
others is not as easy as it should be. We think, sure I love others, but have the
following excuses for times when loving is not so easy. I love others:

Continue on page 2
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But. . . Do I really have to love my enemies? Love first begins with forgiveness. Forgiveness is a
gift you give yourself whether or not your enemy ever acknowledges what they did wrong or ever asks for
forgiveness. Forgiveness releases us from the bitterness, resentment, and anger you may be nursing in your
heart. Here are a couple of illustrations of this principle.
Two Tibetan monks meet each other a few years after being released from prison, where they had been
tortured by their jailers.
“Have you forgiven them?” asks the first.
“I will never forgive them! Never!” replies the second.
“Well,” says the first monk, “I guess they still have you in prison, don’t they?”
Who are you holding as a prisoner in your heart? Hold them up in your mind’s eye and freely forgive
them. Realize that the blood of the Lamb was already shed for their sins against you. He has paid the price.
They owe you nothing.
Eva Kor, an Auschwitz survivor, publicly forgave the Nazis who killed her family and used her and her
twin sister as guinea pigs for medical experiments. She decided to forgive to release herself from the anger
and pain that burdened her. She says this about forgiveness:
“I believe with every fiber of my being that every human being has the right to live without the pain of
the past. For most people there is a big obstacle to forgiveness because society expects revenge. . . We need to
honor our victims, but I always wonder if my dead loved ones would want me to live with pain and anger until
the end of my life. . . I do it for myself. Forgiveness is really nothing more than an act of self-healing and selfempowerment. I call it a miracle medicine. It’s free, it works, and it has no side effects” (adapted from Happy
for No Reason, by Marci Shimoff, pg. 137).

But. . .That person offended me, do I really have to love them? One of the most wonderful gifts of
God to us is that he allows us freedom, freedom to make mistakes and to learn from them, and allows
everyone else the same privilege. We have all heard the parable of the debtor that forgives a huge debt, only
to have the person he forgives persecute and imprison another person for a much smaller sum. We look at that
parable and wonder how someone can be so callous and cruel. And yet, we each are the same when we do not
forgive one another. “See that no one repays another with evil for evil, but always seek after that which is
good for one another” (1 Thessalonians 5:15). One way we can learn to love others is to become almost
impossible to offend. Be loving, patient, and quick to forgive (James 1:19, Ephesians 4:32). Guard another’s
name as carefully as you would your own. Be gracious, speak the truth in love and avoid gossip (Ephesians
4:15, 29; 1 Timothy 3:11).
It may help to pray for the happiness of the person who offended you. You can pray for people you
know, family members and friends, and even strangers. Even those you actively dislike. It may be that they
are fighting their own heroic battle you know nothing about. Focusing on others and loving them will bring
joy as the love inside of you grows stronger and stronger with Christ.
But. . . I’m too busy right now to be bothered with my fellow man. In the past I have done a lot of
things for others, can’t I have a break? “Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are
blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world. For I was
hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I
was naked and you clothed me, I was sick and you visited me, I was in prison and you came to me.’ Then the
righteous will answer him, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you
drink? And when did we see you a stranger and welcome you, or naked and clothe you?’” (Matthew 25:3440).
Continue on page 3
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Whatever you invest your time, energy, and funds
into will become important to you. Make a
commitment to praying to the Lord for what he would
have you do for your neighbor, and then follow any
prompting you receive.
But. . .Work is busy right now and I don’t
have time for connecting with my family every
day. One solution to this is to learn to love the Lord
with all you heart, mind, soul and strength, and ask
the Lord for the ability to be a hard worker who
provides for your family and yet have the ability to
provide for their emotional needs as well. Break free
from any bondage, bad habit, or addiction that may be
robbing your family of your time. One suggestion for
a happy and loving family life is to make time for
personal connection every day. Just ten minutes of
playing on the floor with your children and letting
your spouse vent for ten minutes without interrupting
are small ways (and very little time) that make them
feel that you really care for them. Remember that
love is built on two attributes: patience and kindness.
My wife and I recently sent my son and his wife The
Love Dare for their first anniversary and recommend
it to anyone who really wishes to learn to love their
spouse in a biblical way. Look for unexpected ways
to serve your spouse and you will find that the Lord
will stretch the time you have.

We welcomed as members of our congregation
and Christ’s holy church in October, Jessica
Smith, Jonathan Tyrrell, and Jenna Hieb and
sons, Charlie and Jack Hieb.
Jessica Smith is a 4th grade teacher at Lower
Brule elementary.
Jonathan Tyrrell and his wife Courtney (Totton)
have one daughter Rosalie. Jonathan works as
a High Voltage Electrician for Western Area
Power Administration.
Jenna is married to Jeff Hieb and they have 2
sons Charlie and Jack. Jenna is an
Occupational Therapist, working for SD DHS
Division of Developmental Disabilities.

Of course, learning to love our fellow man is
impossible without God. God is what makes the
impossible possible. With God, we can do all things,
even love our enemies, love our spouses and family
members, love our fellow man. He can give us the
love he wishes us to share if we ask Him. There is no
limit what we can do with God. Love like this cannot
be comprehended, and it cannot be earned through
works, but it can be received and shared. So, I ask
each of you, let the Lord teach you about His divine
love, and then share that with your neighbor. You can
see all their flaws and still love.

Annual Voters’ Meeting
Sunday, November 15, 2020
11 a.m.
“A new commandment I give to you, that you
On the agenda for the Voters’ Meeting is
love one another: just as I have loved you, you also
are to love one another. By this all people will know election of officers for 2021 and to vote on
the proposed 2021 Budget.
that you are my disciples, if you have love for one
another” (John 13:34). This is my prayer for all of us.
In Christ,
Pastor Hinckley

IMPORTANT TO ATTEND!!!
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A motion to approve the treasurer’s report and pay the
outstanding bills as presented was made by Rocky
Knippling and seconded by Joe Mason. Motion carried.

Pastor/Elders’ Report:
• Regular duties of preaching, teaching, visitation,
office work, meetings, etc.
ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH COUNCIL
• Sept. 12 LWML District Board meeting met on line
MEETING MINUTES-OCTOBER 14, 2020
• Sept. 12/13 elders led service as Pastor was in quarThe October meeting of the Zion Lutheran Church
antine due to covid exposure; Pastor thanked elders
Council was held in the fellowship hall October 14,
for leading the service.
2020. Council members attending in addition to Pastor • Tested negative for Covid-19
Hinckley were Rocky Knippling, Jim Ristau, Kenny
• Continued new member classes with Jonathan
Knutson, Darrel DuVall, Rick Hargens, Kurt Kelsey,
Tyrell
Mark Klein, Joe Mason, Mike Reimer, Chisum Peter- • Submitted October newsletter article
son and Marsha Houska. The meeting was called to
• Sunday School and Confirmation preparation
th
order by Chisum Peterson at 8 PM. Pastor Hinckley
• Wrote/sent letter to 7 and 8th grade confirmation
opened the meeting with prayer.
students
The council minutes from the September 9, 2020 meet- • Hosted LWML Fall Christian life workshop Friday
Oct. 2, 10AM-3PM, led devotion
ing were provided by Secretary Marsha Houska and
read individually. Rick Hargens made a motion to ap- • Attended SD District Fall Pastors’ conference Oct 5
-6 online due to covid
prove the September minutes as provided. The motion
• Had good attendance with Sunday School/
was seconded by Rocky Knippling. The minutes were
Confirmation opening Oct. 11
approved.
th
• Jim Ristau and Darrel DuVall will be teaching 7
grade confirmation class and Pastor will be teachThe treasurer’s report was provided via email by Todd
ing 8th grade confirmation class. Pastor thanked
Van Den Bosch due to his absence.
them for helping teach.
General Fund: (Includes Youth group Funds)
• Circuit forum at Zion/Mitchell, Sunday Oct. 11, 5-7
Beginning balance:
$20,935.54
PM; Charles Swanson lay delegate; Rev. Ryan LoEnding balance:
$22,245.74
eslie new Circuit Visitor
• Planning baptism for Britini DeHaai’s daughter,
Special Funds:
Nova
Building Fund:
$5,001.09
Audio Fund:
$659.70
• Incorporating Jessica Smith, Jonathan Tyrell and
Memorial Fund:
$12,686.78
Jeff and Jenna Hieb family (Charlie and Jack) into
Thrivent Fund:
$10,364.97
membership Sunday Oct. 18, also baptism for Jack
Hieb
Outstanding bills:
• Reformation Rally Sunday Oct. 25 at St. John’s in
LCMS Missions
$3,287.76
Gregory, 4 PM service. Meal afterwards
Olson Pest
$239.64
• Submitted November newsletter article
CPH
$902.73
• Continue to contact members via phone call, text,
Good News Radio
$75.00
email
Church art online dues
$59.95
• Sent out invites to Bible studies
Checks paid in September :
• Planning 10 week couples’ Bible study on mar(with exception of payroll and payroll tax)
riage/family (Mar-May 2021); Lindy will make
Byre
$209.86
presentation to the elders and council
Good News Radio
$75.00
th
• Circuit Pastors’ meeting in Reliance Nov 10
Larsen Tax
$100.00
• Carpets were cleaned at the parsonage and church
Burke Oil
$70.29
Midstate Com
$109.18
CPH
$243.50
Continue on page 5
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Trustees’ Report: No additional items.

Life Team: No report
Old Business:
• Working on budget; will present to council in Nov
and take to the annual voters’ meeting
• Darrel DuVall presented the bell tower bids he obtained; will take to annual voters’ meeting; has bids
for tuck pointing for $4,700 and coating for $3,000.
• Nominating committee (Rick, Kenny, Chisum) ongoing; Two elders (Charles Swanson and Joe Mason) and one trustee (Mark Klein) terms are up
• Discussed contactless automated soap dispensers and
hand sanitizer; Marsha will order
• Will move times for Sunday School/confirmation
classes earlier to right after church service
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The Zion Chamberlain LWML
is not meeting yet.
The LWML is in need of someone to serve as President and Secretary.
If anyone is interested in servicing in either office, please talk
to Pastor Hinckley.
Check the website, bulletin and newsletter for updates.

LWML SD Chamberlain Zone Fall Rally via Zoom
Meeting Date: October 10, 2020
Pastor Marcus Ring lead the Fall Rally with a Bible Study on the
book of Job.
The meeting was opened with the LWML league pledge lead by
President Susan Swanson. Groups in attendance were as follows:
Gregory 3, Chamberlain 2 and Murdo 1 and Pastor Greenseth
from Murdo and Pastor Ring from Gregory.
The minutes from the Fall Rally 2019 were sent out via email to
all groups for review. Susan Swanson asked the groups for any
questions and then gave the treasurers report as follows. Beginning balance last fall $719.64. Income from last falls rally mites
New Business:
offering of $99.00. Disbursements: Mileage to President Lisa
• SD District convention to be held Sioux Falls April
Asmus $58.00, Speaker fees $68.80, Expenses for Delegate to
11-13, 2021 “Rooted in Christ, Abounding In
national convention $284.00 and Mites payment to SD LWML
Thanksgiving”; will need a lay delegate and alternate $99.00 for a total paid out of $509.80. Leaving an ending balance of $308.84. Due to Covid 19 the Spring Rally was candelegate; Need delegates by Nov. 25
celled. As there were no corrections or questions on the minutes
• The annual voters’ meeting will be held Sunday
or treasurers reports the reports were accepted as presented.
th
Nov. 15 at 11 AM.
Susan Reported that 3 mite grants have been paid already. These
• Discussion held on helping with the needs of our
can be reviewed on the LWML District website. 1. Equipping
community during these difficult times. Jim will
and strengthening the early learning ministry to children and
check with the Catholic Church about the Feeding
families in Hot Springs. 2. Dakota Boys and Girls Ranch. 3.
Graduate school support for international students Concordia
SD truck.
Seminary, St. Louis, Mo. Please continue to save your mites
• Discussion held on church leadership thanking esand send in to district.
sential workers in the congregation, teachers, hospital and clinic workers, law enforcement, dental etc. The zone historian position needs to be filled. Thank you to Sharon Ring for all her years of service in the position. There waswith $50 beef certificates
n't anyone interested in filling the position at this time. Susan
asked that the groups ask for someone who might be interested
in filling the position.
A motion was made by Rocky Knippling to approve
awarding $50 gift certificates to approximately 25 essen- We also need to nominate a delegate to the 2021 LWML Contial workers in our congregation. The motion was sevention in Lexington, Ky June 24-27, 2021. And also a YWR
delegate both by December, 2020 to represent our Zone. We
conded by Jim Ristau. Motion passed. The certificates
don't have anyone yet.
will be sent out with thank yous.
Election of Chamberlain Zone President. There were no nomith
nees. Susan Swanson said she would be willing to accept the
Next meeting will be held November 11 at 8 PM.
A motion to adjourn was made by Rick Hargens and se- nomination. It was mentioned that the Circuit would be reorganconded by Jim Ristau. Motion carried. The meeting ad- izing in the spring of 2021 and that the LWML would be following the same reorganization, which would eliminate the Chamjourned at 9 PM closing with the Lord’s Prayer.
berlain Zone and merge us in with another zone. Motion was
made by Patti Greenseth that we cast a unanimous ballet for SuRespectfully Submitted,
san Swanson as President. Motion Carried.
Marsha Houska, Church Council Secretary
The 2021 Chamberlain Zone Spring workshop will be hosted by
Chamberlain and the 2021 Fall zone Rally will be hosted by
Gregory.
(These minutes are unofficial and will be presented to
Dates to remember LWML SD District Spring Retreat April 23
the church council for approval at the next meeting.)
& 24, 2021 At Peace Lutheran, Brookings, SD and 2021 LWML
Convention in Lexington, Kentucky June 24-27, 2021
Respectfully submitted
Connie Cleland Sec/Treasurer
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SD CARES HOUSING ASSISTANCE
PROGRAM-Temporary Rental, Mortgage or Utility Assistance.
The SD CARES Housing Assistance
Program provides funds to assist South
Dakota residents with housing expenses.
If you have been financially impacted
due to COVID-19, the SD CARES
Housing Assistance Program (SDCHAP)
may provide temporary rental, mortgage,
or utility assistance.
Assistance provided is not a loan and does not have to be
paid back. Payment is made directly to the landlord,
mortgage servicer or utility provider on the applicant’s
behalf. Funding amount is based on need with a maximum of $1,500 per month.
Eligible applicants can earn up to 115 percent of the area
median income (AMI) and funds can be used to cover
arrears back to March 1 and current housing expenses
that a household is unable to pay. Assistance can only be
provided through December 30, 2020.
PROGRAM INFORMATION
ALLOCATION AMOUNT $10,000,000
RECIPIENTS South Dakotans who have lost income
due to COVID-19 and owe past due rent, mortage or utilities.
MAXIMUM GRANT $1500 per month
APPLICATION DEADLINE December 18, 2020 or
sooner if funding is expended.
DO I QUALIFY?
< Owe past due rent, mortgage or utilities or unable to
pay current housing expenses due to being financially
impacted by COVID-19
<Have incomes at or below 115% of AMI;;
1 person-$62,675
2 person-$71,530
3 person-$80,500
4 person-$89,470
5 person-$96,600
6 person-$103,730
7 person-$110,975
8 person-$118,105
<Be a South Dakota resident
<Meet all program criteria
HOW TO APPLY
Potential applicants can visit sdcareshousingassistance.com to verify eligibility requirements and to begin
the application process. Online applications are mobile
friendly and will be processed by partnering agencies
throughout the state. Should applicants not have internet
access, partnering agencies listed below are available to
help households complete an application.
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PARTNERS
Helpline Center
Codington County Welfare
Four Bands Community Fund, Inc.
Grow South Dakota
Inter-Lakes Community Action Partnership
Lakota Funds
Mazaska Owecaso Otipi Financial
NeighborWorks Dakota Home Resources
Pennington County Health & Human Services
Rural Office of Community Services, Inc.
Western SD Community Action
Concordia University,
Nebraska
For 2020, our annual
Christmas at Concordia
events will look different
than usual. We’ll be sharing the Christmas joy
from our campus to your
home with the Christmas
at Concordia Concert Package, sponsored by Cattle Bank
& Trust. We are excited to continue our tradition of celebrating our Savior’s birth together in fellowship, singing
along with our talented Concordia music students as they
perform a special Christmas concert.
This special virtual event is part of the Christmas at
Concordia Concert Package that includes a video of recorded performances by the Cantamus Women’s Choir,
Concordia Handbell Choir, Male Chorus, University A
Cappella Choir, University Brass Ensemble and University Symphonic Band that have been recorded individually
while following all health and safety protocols.
These performances are compiled to provide a similar
experience of watching the concerts in person.
Each Christmas at Concordia Concert Package includes two printed keepsake programs and special Christmas gifts to help bring the Christmas spirit from our campus to your home.
Although we’ll be watching the concert at different
times in different locations, our Concordia family will make our voices heard as we sing along with our
students and our brothers and sisters in Christ.
Similar to reserving tickets for the in-person concerts,
there is a limited amount of packages available.
Orders will be taken until Nov. 30, and the concert
video link will be available to view Dec. 12. Order You
Christmas at Concordia Concert Package TODAY:
christmastatconcordia.net
Thank you again for your support of the Concordia University, Nebraska Music students and faculty!
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Main Street Living -- November Schedule

Nov. 1, 2020
10:00 AM-This is the Life--“Cell of Hope”-Flag
Washington (Lawrence Hilton-Jacobs) gets a new
cellmate Jimmy Stricklin (Richard Dinitri) who is obLCMS Stewardship Ministry
noxious. Washington, who came to Christ while in
prison, is tested and they come to blows.
Newsletter article – November 2020
10:30 AM-Rev. David Lindenberg of Peace Lutheran
Our Father in heaven has claimed us as His own.
Church in Rapid City, SD presents the message
By the shedding of His Son’s blood, His death for our “God’s Immeasurable Love” based on 1 John 3:1-3
sins, and His resurrection for our justification, God the
Father has received us back into His family. By water Nov. 8, 2020
– combined with His Word, promise, and Name – the 10:00 AM-This is the Life-Undertow”-Harry (David
Holy Spirit has taken up residence in us. We belong to Ogden Stiers) loses his daughter to drowning. In his
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. He is in us, and we are in grief, he blames the lifeguard, Jim (Gil Perterson).
The loss turns to anger towards Jim who also is strugHim. And, being in Him, all things are ours. In Him,
gling with the loss of his wife, just a year earlier
we are richly and abundantly blessed.
10:30 AM-The messge is presented by Rev. Bryan
Our true treasure is that we belong to the most Ho- Meadows pastor at Zion Lutheran Church in Rapid
ly Trinity, and everything that is His – righteousness, City, SD. The sermon “Amazing Grace in War”, is
peace, eternal life – also belongs also to us. Even our based on Isaiah 2:2-4.
temporal treasures are gifts from His fatherly divine
Nov. 15, 2020
goodness and mercy.
10:00 AM-This is the Life-“The Healer”-Dave ForWe receive our treasures from Him, and thus, as
man (Gary Collins) is a dynamic “faith healer” who
good stewards of His varied grace, we manage them
becomes angered by the drowning death of his daughin such a way that they may be returned to Him. We
ter. His grief becomes too great when a father asks
bring them to Him, hallowed through prayers of
him to heal his diabetic daughter.
thanksgiving and God’s holy Word, as a sacrifice.
10:30 AM-Rev. John Fries of Grace Lutheran Church
Thus, all our possessions, as gifts from God, are
in Deadwood, SD brings the message “Faith and the
also sacrifices to Him. We eat to nourish our bodies.
Final Day” based on selected verses from Zephaniah,
We share with our family, neighbors, fellow ChrisMatthew, and Thessalonians.
tians, the poor, and even our enemies as holy things
Nov. 22, 2020
given by the holy God. His temporal gifts are bless10:00 AM-This is the Life--“Flames of Hate”-Betty
ings to and for us, and they bring blessings upon us
even as they are pressed into His service for His king- Blackwood (Angie Dickenson) is stuck between the
man she loves, Art (Ed Kemmer), and her obsessive
dom.
father Nate (Edger Dearing) who disapproves of Art.
Thus, we place all that we have into God’s hands,
But when they elope, her father cuts them off comand He never fails to remember us. He pours out the
pletely.
fullness of His promises upon us. We give thanks for 10:30 AM-Rev. Chris McCarthy of Emmanuel Luall that He has done, is doing, and will continue to do. theran in Wall, SD delivers the message “Come, Lord
We give thanks by not taking for ourselves, but, givJesus” based on Matthew 25:1-3.
ing to all even as our heavenly Father has given to us.
Nov. 29, 2020
As we prepare for the celebrations of Thanksgiving, may we all give thanks continually for all that we 10:00 AM- Lutheran Hour Animated series-The City
are and all that we have because of God’s providential that Forgot About Christmas-Benji Thinks the hustle
and bustle of Christmas only makes people more
care. And may we be all the more diligent in bringing
Grouchy, but Grandfather has a different view.
everything that we have received from God to Him, so 10:30 AM-The message “Are you Frustrated? Your
that He may bless it and employ it for the good of all – King is Coming” is based on Isaiah 64:1-9. And preeven for us. For to the one who has, more will be giv- sented by Rev. Corey Rajek of Faith Lutheran Church
en, and he will have an abundance.
in Pierre, SD.
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Standing Firm in Christ
“For freedom Christ has set us free; stand firm therefore, and do not submit again to a yoke of slavery.”
Galatians 5:1
Nineties-era country music is a treasure chest of
hidden gems. I was born in 1985 in the Midwest and
spent a large amount of time on my grandparents’
dairy farm. When I hear people talking about standing for something, a song begins playing in my
mind— “You’ve Got to Stand for Something,” sung
by Aaron Tippin, written by Buddy Brock, and released in 1990. The song is a classic, and I can assure
you the music video will take you right back to the
nineties in a hurry.
The song speaks about finding something to stand
up for, about having your own self-identity and moral
code to keep from being persuaded to believe anything. Without something to stand firm in, you’re at
risk of falling prey to the lies and half-truths of the
world.
It’s true you’ve got to stand for something, or you
will fall for anything. Many things seem good and
true at first glance.
The question is: what do we, as Christians in
2020, stand firm in?
We, along with both Luther and the Galatians find
the answer in the Book of Galatians. We are to stand
firm in the Gospel. We are to stand firm in the work
of Christ.
We stand firm in the knowledge that we are forgiven, and therefore free.
Paul asks the Galatians some pointed and important questions.
“O foolish Galatians! Who has bewitched you? It
was before your eyes that Jesus Christ was publicly portrayed as crucified. Let me ask you only
this: Did you receive the Spirit by works of the
law or by hearing with faith?
Are you so foolish? Having begun by the Spirit,
are you now being perfected by the flesh? Did
you suffer so many things in vain—if indeed it
was in vain? Does He who supplies the Spirit to
you and work miracles among you do so by
works of the law, or by hearing with
faith…?” (Galatians 3:1–5)
These are questions we can ask ourselves and as
always—we find the answer in Christ.
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What is turning our eyes away from Christ? Did
we receive the work of Christ because of our work, or
was it a gift? Are we really so foolish to believe that
we are in control?
“For by grace you have been saved through faith.
And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of
God, not a result of works, so that no one may
boast. For we are His workmanship, created in
Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared
beforehand, that we should walk in
them.” (Ephesians 2:8–10)
So many things distract us from the work of Christ
in our lives. Yet we still receive this gift of faith in
spite of ourselves. We foolishly believe we are in
control. Yet in all actuality, Christ gave us the gift of
faith, and He prepares the service we do for our
neighbor as well.
We stand firm on the rock of our salvation:
Christ.
Standing firm in the Gospel means that no matter
what is changing around us, we are on a firm foundation because we are standing on Christ’s works and
not our own.
We stand on Christ and what He has done for us.
Our foundation is not in us or what we do. Our rock,
our foundation, is the one who has already been and
always will be.
“He shall cry to me, ‘You are my Father, my God,
and the Rock of my salvation.’” Psalm 89:26
Today and every day, remember you are forgiven
and therefore free. You are standing on the firm foundation of Christ. You are free on account of Christ.
Scripture: ESV®

Written by
Katie Koplin
Katie Koplin resides in west-central Minnesota with her
husband and four kids, where fields of grain meet woods
and water. She keeps busy caring for her kids, writing for
her blog (lovedinspiteofself.com), drinking coffee by the
pot, quilting, reading, camping, leading Bible studies, and
working at her much-adored local library. Her writing and
speaking focus on encouraging others to live in freedom,
equipping people to see Christ for them in Scripture, and
empowering others with the great love Christ has for us.
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November 6

Marlin Dominiack, Sasha Van Den Bosch

November 7

Todd Hansen, Rondell Busack

November 8

Sheila Thompson

November 10

Jeanne Reuer

November 1

Patty Miller

November 11

Elizabeth Omanson, Bryson Miller

November 3

Timothy Engel, Lyfe Perry

November 12

Dale Swanson

November 4

Lantz Brennan, Katie Wiederrick

November 13

Evelyn Powell

November 6

Leslie Olesen, Sean Wagaman

November 14

Joel Bowers, Spencer Hansen, Keaton Reis

November 7

Todd Engel, Roman Van Den Bosch,

November 15

Elijah Thomas

Ophelia Chilson

November 16

Alvin Reuer

November 8

Rebecca Reimer, Kimberly Sivertsen

November 18

Lori Lafferty

November 9

Carol Herbst, Michael Miller, Jacob Palmer,
Eric Mueller

November 19

Eric Weeman, Alison Mosel

November 22

Wayne Monson

November 10 Tosha Schmiedt, Tyler Woodraska

November 23

Brayten Hansen

November 12 Journey Richardson

November 24

Mark Klein, Noah Steinfeld

November 13 Karen Ristau, Sarah Bode, Zane Perry

November 25

Tina DeHaai

November 14 Michael Weisz

November 26

John Swanson, Ophelia Chilson

November 15 Loren Bode, Ramsey Brennan

November 27

Todd Engel

November 16 Nathan Powell

November 28

Jeanne Mueller

November 17 John Thompson

November 29

Carol Herbst

November 26 Wendy Peterson

November 10

Richard & Marsha Houska

November 27 Chad Swanson, Cory Stellwag,
Kendall Peterson

November 16

Shawn & Connie Andera

November 17

Merle & Nila Ketelhut

November 18 Katie Swanson
November 19 Doug Shaw, Romero Perry
November 21 Tom Schmidt, Thomas Swanson
November 22 Ginger Koehn
November 23 Blain Bairey

November 29 Alix Hickey
November 30 Michael Reimer, Erica Peterson

November 1

Marsha Houska

November 2

Danielle Olson

November 4

Julie Bode

November 5

David Cleland Jr.

