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Zion Lutheran Church

January 2021
Brothers and sisters in Christ:

January 6 is the Day of Epiphany, the day we celebrate the visit of the
Wise Men, or Magi, to the Christ child. A family tradition for my wife’s family
was to read The Gift of the Magi, by O. Henry, during Epiphany. Written in
1905, this short story tells of the sacrificial love of two poor young newlyweds. The couple only has two material things of value, the wife’s long hair
and the husband’s gold pocket watch. On Christmas Eve, Della Young discovers that she has only $1.87 to buy a present for her husband Jim. She visits the nearby shop of a
hairdresser, Madame Sofronie, who buys Della's long hair for $20. Della then uses the money to buy
Jim a pocket watch chain. When Jim comes home from work that evening, Della admits to him that
she sold her hair to buy him the chain. Jim gives Della her present-- a set of ornamental combs,
which she will be unable to use until her hair grows back out. Della gives Jim the watch chain, and
he tells her that he sold the watch to buy the combs. Although Jim and Della are left with gifts that
they cannot use, they realize how far they were willing to go to show their love for each other and
how priceless their love really is. The story ends with the narrator comparing these sacrificial gifts of
love with those of the biblical Magi (Wikipedia).
What were the Magi’s sacrificial gifts of love? According to Matthew 2:1-2, magi, or wise men
from the east came to Jerusalem, to the court of King Herod to seek the child “who has been born
king of the Jews.” Who were these magi and where did they come from? We know that they were
wise and learned. Learned enough that they were aware of a new star at its rising and that it pertained to a great event. In the book of Numbers, we learn that Balaam’s oracle foretold of a “star
shall come out of Jacob, and a scepter shall rise out of Israel.” We learn that besides being wise
and learned, the magi were also humble. Humble enough to realize that someone greater than they
and all earthly kings had come, and they came to pay him homage. They came from the East, possibly Persia. They also must have been intuitive enough to realize that Herod’s words “Go and
search diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go
and pay him homage” (Matt 2:8) did not ring true. We also know that they were spiritual enough to
listen to promptings from the Lord, since they were warned in a dream not to return to Herod and
they obediently left for their country by another road (Matthew 2:12).
Their homage took the form of rich gifts, which must have been a great sacrifice to give, yet they
did so willingly and according to Matthew 2:11 “overwhelmed with joy”. As children we all learned
the rich gifts that were given to Jesus: gold, frankincense, and myrrh. This was foretold in the Old
Testament since Isaiah 60:6 reads “they shall bring gold and frankincense and proclaim the praise
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of the Lord.” According to an article in
Bible History Daily, “Why Did the Magi
Bring Gold, Frankincense and
Myrrh?”, “These valuable items were
standard gifts to honor a king or deity
in the ancient world: gold as a precious metal, frankincense as perfume
or incense, and myrrh as anointing oil.
In addition to the honor and status implied by the value of the gifts of the
magi, scholars think that these three
were chosen for their special spiritual
symbolism about Jesus himself—gold
representing his kingship, frankincense a symbol of his priestly role,
and myrrh a prefiguring of his death
and the anointing of his body—an interpretation made popular in the wellknown Christmas carol ‘We Three
Kings.’” More precious than their actual material gifts, perhaps is their
gifts of sacrifice and love. The wise
men had to sacrifice time with family
and friends, effort, perhaps influence
at court. We do not know in detail any
of this, but we can imagine what it
would entail for any of us to leave our
families, our friends, our jobs, etc. to
go on a long journey.
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Psalm 51:7 details that a “broken
heart and a contrite spirit” are acceptable sacrifices to the Lord. In
Acts 10:4 we read "Your prayers and
gifts to the poor have ascended as a
memorial offering before God.” Romans 12:1 says, “I appeal to you
therefore, brothers, by the mercies of
God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to
God, which is your spiritual worship.”
Ephesians 5:2 states “and walk in
love, just as Christ loved us and gave
Himself up for us as a fragrant sacrificial offering to God.” Hebrews 13:6
“And do not neglect to do good and to
share with others, for with such sacrifices God is pleased.” Ultimately, any
sacrifice we give, any act of love
pales in comparison with our ultimate
exemplar, the Lord, who was sent as
an act of love from our Father, bled
and died for us in Gethsemane and
on the cross. It is by His sacrifice that
we are empowered to love and give.
To love sacrificially requires us to
walk in His footsteps and do as He
did, which we know as imperfect beings we can never do, without Him!
May the Lord bless you this Epiphany
with His sacrificial love.

What do the magi and O. Henry’s
young newlyweds teach us about sacrificial love and our gifts to the Lord? Blessed Epiphany!
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ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH COUNCIL
MEETING MINUTES-DECEMBER 9, 2020
The December meeting of the Zion Lutheran Church
Council was held in the fellowship hall December 9,
2020. Council members attending in addition to Pastor
Wednesday, January 6, 20, & 27
Hinckley were Darrel DuVall, Kurt Kelsey, Joe MaZion Lutheran Fellowship Hall
son, Charles Swanson, Todd Van Den Bosch, Chisum
Peterson and Marsha Houska. The meeting was called
6:30-8:00 p.m.
to order by Chisum Peterson at 8:15 PM. Pastor
Everyone is invited to bring your sweet- Hinckley opened the meeting with prayer.

Socially Distanced Date Night

heart to a socially distanced date night
beginning on January 6th.

The socially distanced gathering will include live music, a devotion by marriage
mentors, fun and fellowship.

The council minutes from the November 11, 2020
meeting were provided by Secretary Marsha Houska
and read individually. Kurt Kelsey made a motion to
approve the November minutes as provided. The motion was seconded by Charles Swanson. Due to a lack
of member quorum, the secretary’s report was not approved and will be presented for approval at the January 2021 council meeting.

Please email
lindyhinckley777@gmail.com to reserve
your spot.
The treasurer’s report was provided by Todd Van Den
Bosch.
You may contact Lindy
General Fund:
for more information
Beginning balance:
$16,781.75
or if you would like
Ending balance:
$7,592.96
to volunteer to help.
Special Funds:
Youth Group:
Building Fund:
Audio Fund:
Memorial Fund:
Thrivent Fund:
Outstanding Bills:
Crossroads
Good News
North Star
Hutmacher
Larsen Tax
Office Products
Burke Oil
NWE
NWE
NWE
CPH

$4,402.53
$5,001.57
$659.70
$12,686.78
$10,364.97

$136.71
$75.00
$1230
$97.96
$100.00
$247.08
$478.44
$777.78
$176.32
$143.55
$75.00
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CPH
CPH
CPH
CPH
USPS
Midstate
CPH
CPH

$37.50
$146.50
$51.18
$532.50
$240.00
$87.18
$387.36
$39.93

Bills Paid:
CPS
CPH
NWE
Midstate
Variety Plus
Burke Oil
Larsen
Enviro M
LCMS(Jan)
LCMS(Feb)
LCMS(June)
LCMS(July)
LCMS(Aug)
Marsha Houska

$6,129.14
$19.99
$572.25
$89.75
$14.45
$625.23
$100.00
$1,800.00
$1,331.09
$1,248.20
$998.14
$887.81
$1,578.91
$146.09

Page 4
Couples Date Night/Marriage Devotion will be
held on Wednesdays in Jan and early Feb before
Lent for 4-6 weeks in the evenings
• Zion Chamberlain will host the Circuit Pastors’
Meeting on Tuesday Feb. 16, 2021 at 11:00AM;
will last until 3 or 4 PM
• SD District convention postponed from April 2021
to December 5-7 of 2021
• Check buzzing noise in sound system speakers
when sanctuary lights are turned on
• Still offering individual communion in the sanctuary by appointment
• Pastor stated that he does not know of a single person who has gotten Covid-19 by coming to church
services (Based on nine months of observation).
Trustees’ Report: Nothing to report
•

Old Business:
Church decorating held tonight (December 9)
• A special thank you to Richard Swanson for building a new nativity manger. Very nice job, looks
great!
• Annual meeting recap-Bell tower repairs needed
and bids
New Business:
•

Motion to approve treasurer’s report and pay outstand- •
ing bills as presented was made by Darrell DuVall and
seconded by Joe Mason. Due to a lack of member
quorum, the treasurer’s report was not approved and
•
will be presented for approval at the January 2021
council meeting.
Pastor’s/Elders’ Report:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Continuation of Men’s and Women’s Bible Study
via zoom on Gospel of John
Continuing uploading of Sermons/Services to
church website every weekend
Visited members at Regency Assisted Living and
gave communion Nov. 13th
Visited members of at Sanford Care Center Nov.
20th
Baptism held for Nova Marie DeHaai Nov. 22
Continuing to reach out to members of congregation
Catechism attendance remains good, Sunday
School attendance is low
Advent services going well considering the Covid19 situation
January 19th Circuit Pastors’ meeting in Armour

•

A big thank you to the retiring council members
for their years of service, Joe Mason, Charles
Swanson, Mark Klein and Chisum Peterson.
Looking at adding additional Christmas Eve service at 3 PM to avoid overcrowding pending availability of an organist; mask wearing recommended
Need someone to contact Garrett George about
snow removal

Next council meeting will be held Wednesday, January
13, 2021 at 8PM.

A motion to adjourn was made by Kurt Kelsey and seconded by Joe Mason. Motion carried. The meeting
adjourned at 9 PM closing with the Lord’s Prayer.
Respectfully Submitted,
Marsha Houska, Church Council Secretary
(These minutes are unofficial and will be presented to
the church council for approval at the next meeting.)
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Zion Lutheran LWML
Romans 12:4 "For as in one body we have many
members, and the members do not all have the same
function,"
Christmas Card project participation was inspiring! I
know we all still have a heart for serving one another
and our community, even though the way we do it
may need to change.
I look forward to the opportunities to grow and serve
in the new year! I appreciate all those who have offered their help in anyway. Even if you have not participated much in LWML in the past, I welcome you
to consider how and where you may play a part. Serving the Lord, one another and our community is certainly “our thing,” All women communicant members
are members. You are all a part! You can make a difference showing Christ’s love. We are all given different gifts to use in his service. We have a talented
group of ladies! I am open to hearing how we can better work together to use our talents glorifying our
Lord and loving our communities.

LWML SD District Retreat 2021
Information will be available following the
LWML SD District Board meeting on
January 9, 2021

We will have a meeting Thursday, January 14 at
Lutheran Women’s Missionary League
6:00 p.m. You may attend at fellowship hall or via
39th Biennial Convention
Zoom from home. If you would like to get Zoom inJune 24–27, 2021• Lexington, Kentucky
vite, please share your email with us through church
email (zionlutheran@midstatesd.net.) If neither of
those work, you are always welcome to share your
RUNNING TO LEXINGTON —
ideas by contacting Hope at 680-3658. We also have
Now is the time to make plans to attend the 39th Biena Facebook group. Please let us know if you are not a
nial LWML Convention in Lexington, Kentucky,
part of it and would like to be.
June 24–27, 2021! Join your LWML sisters who are
May God bless you and your families! Thank you for “Running the Race … Looking to Jesus,” the convenyour love and support of the church.
tion theme based on Hebrews 12:1–2. Attendees will
be inspired by the convention goal, “Looking to JeHope Lutter
sus, we run the race set before us and proclaim the joy
LWML Chairman
of the Lord.”
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Ministry Consultant, and Rev. Scott Licht, Executive
Director of Finance and Operations, LFL
Day 5: Deac. Chrissie Gillet, Word of Hope Director,
LFL

Life Week 2021:
Invisible to Indispensable.

Day 6: Deac. Pam Nielson, Assoc. Exec. Dir. of
LCMS Communications
Day 7: Panel Discussion including: Deac. Pat Nuffer,
Disability Advocate, and her son, Carl Nuffer, who is
a vibrant testament to the gift of life with Down Syndrome; Amy Skogerboe, Jesus-loving Inspirational
Christian Speaker; and Deac. Chrissie Gillet, Word
of Hope Director, LFL
Day 8: Rev. Hans Fiene, Pastor at Prince of Peace
Lutheran Church in Crestwood, MO an creator of Lutheran Satire (Session 1); Michelle Bauman, Director
of Y4Life (Session 2)

As you know, LFL and Y4Life are busy planning a
brand new, week-long, life-affirming event: Life
Week 2021. The entire week ~ from January 23-30 ~
will highlight the theme “From Invisible to Indispensable,” and boy oh boy, do we have a week packed
full of opportunities for you!
Want an insider’s scoop on the game plan?

So pull on your joggers, tighten those tennis shoes,
and get ready for an educational sprint like no other!
Remember, we want YOU to join us for Life Week
2021. Watch for more news on our Facebook
page and at
www.lutheransforlife.org/life-week-2021/

In Christ 4 Life,
Michelle Bauman
Director of Y4Life, Lutherans for Life
Each day, the LFL team is going to be hosting an
mbauman@lutheransforlife.org
online educational event for YOU that will focus on
812.350.2732
one area of invisibility in modern society. Even better, www.y4life.org
our guest speakers will highlight how God speaks di- "I came that they may have life and have it abundantly."
John 10:10
rectly to each life issue.

Who are these amazing speakers? Take a look at our
awesome lineup:
Day 1: Rev. Michael Salemink, Executive Director
of Mission and Ministry, LFL
Day 2: Rev. Dr. Michael Eschelbach, Prof. of Theology at Concordia Irvine
Day 3: Erin Maggard, Pro-life speaker and writer
Day 4: Mona Fuerstenau, Disability Advocate and
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The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod
LCMS Stewardship Ministry
Newsletter article – January 2021

Main Street Living January Schedule
The program is interpreted and closed captioned for
the hearing impaired. For more information go to
the web site: www.mainstreetliving.com
January 3, 2021
10:00 AM-This is the Life-This episode “A Friend in
Deed” explores the Christians’ duty to forgive those who
have done us wrong.
10:30 AM-Rev. Scott Sailer, President of the South Dakota District of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod opens
the New Year with a message based on Romans 8:28.
The sermon is titled “That’s Bad. No, That’s Good.”
January 10, 2021
10:00 AM-This is the Life-This award winning program is
in black and white. The “God of Love” illustrates that we,
as Christians, all have responsibilities. It is a cross we
bear.
10:30 AM-The message is presented by Rev. Ray
Greenseth, pastor at Messiah-St. Paul and Zion Lutheran
Churches in Murdo-Draper and Presho, SD. The message
is “The Baptism of Our Lord” and is based on Mark 4:411.
January 17, 2021
10:00 AM-This is the Life-Children can be a very effective witness. This episode, “Adrift,” discusses the effectiveness of children who witness for Christ.
10:30 AM-Rev. Sam Handschke of Faith Lutheran
Church in Pierre, SD brings us the message “God Calls”
based on 1 Samuel 3:1-10.
January 24, 2021
10:00 AM-This is the Life-This black and white presentation deals with making opportunities from problems. The
program is called “The Hand of God.”
10:30 AM-Life Sunday is celebrated annually in the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod. This year the message
will be presented by Rev. Michael Salemink, Executive
Director of Lutherans for Life. The message, “From Invisible to Indispensable” is based on 1 Corinthians 12:22.
January 31, 2021
10:00 AM-This is the Life-“The Point of No Return.”
This color presentation discusses God’s limitless Grace.
10:30 AM-The message is presented by Rev. Robert
Hinckley, pastor of Zion Lutheran Church in Chamberlain, SD. The sermon “Immediately They Left Their
Nets” is based on Mark 1:18.

It’s a new year. It’s a time when we take stock of the year
past in order to improve the year to come. It’s a time when
we sit down to plan and implement what we want to accomplish and even change. Part of that is planning our
stewardship for the coming year.
Often, we find this difficult and daunting and even joyless, but it doesn’t have to be. In fact, it is really quite
simple and full of joy. So, here are some tips to make that
planning less stressful. You begin by answering these
three questions:
Who are you?
To whom do I give?
And how much?
So, who are you? The Table of Duties in the Luther’s
Small Catechism informs us. Are you a hearer of God’s
Word? Are you a citizen of society? Are you a member of
a family? Stewardship covers these three estates: church,
society, and family. We don’t particularly struggle to give
to society or family. Our struggles, our difficulties, and
our questions arise in giving to the Church.
So, what is our duty as members of the Church with regard to giving? Again, the Table of Duties, gives us a
guide. If you are a hearer – a member of the Church who
receives instruction – St. Paul taught: “Let the one who is
taught the word share all good things with the one who
teaches” (Gal. 6:6). This means the local congregation is
primary.
Your pastor is the one called to preach the Gospel to you
and administer the Lord’s blessed sacraments to you.
Your congregation is the place where those things happen.
Thus, when God calls us to give to the Church, He has the
local congregation in mind. For “the Lord commanded
that those who proclaim the gospel should get their living
by the gospel” (1 Cor. 9:14).
How much do we give to the local congregation? Our only instructions are to give:
Regularly (1 Cor. 6:1–2);
Proportionally (1 Cor. 16:1–2; 2 Cor. 8:12);
Generously (2 Cor. 8:20);
Of our first fruits (Gen. 4:4; Prov. 3:9; Lev. 27:30); and
With a spirit of eagerness (2 Cor. 9:2), earnestness
(2 Cor. 8:7), cheerfulness (2 Cor. 9:7), and love (2 Cor.
8:23).
In other words, giving to the Church is not to be an afterthought, given after everything else is spent. In this way, it
is deliberate. We give regularly – weekly, biweekly,
monthly, quarterly, or yearly – keeping in mind our own
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strengths, weaknesses, and limitations. We set it aside beforehand – before anything else is spent.
From those first fruits, we set aside a proportionate and
generous amount. Ten percent was the standard for the Israelites. This was a command for the ancient Israelites. We
can give as much as we want, but ask yourself: Do we really want to be less generous than was commanded of the
Israelites? Is the job of the New Testament Church bigger
or smaller than the job given to Israel?
And how are we to give it? We give it with eagerness and
earnestness. We give it cheerfully and with love, not out of
compulsion. For through the preaching of the Gospel and
the administration of the sacraments, God has made us His
children, forgiven us all our sins, given us grace upon
grace, promised us life everlasting with Him in His kingdom, and filled us with His own Spirit, the Holy Spirit.
This makes giving a joy, as Jesus said, “it is more blessed
to give than to receive” (Acts 20:35).
It’s that easy. And it is joyful. For in stewardship, our gracious and giving Lord invites us to take part in the work
that He accomplishes here on earth, providing for the ongoing preaching of the Gospel as well as those who are in
need. Taking part in that makes all our work holy – work
that is done in service to the Lord as priestly members of
His kingdom.

MY NEW YEAR’S RESOLUTION
By Joe Willmann
from the CPH Blog
And I, when I came to you, brothers, did not come proclaiming to you the testimony of God with lofty speech or
wisdom. For I decided to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ and Him crucified. 1 Corinthians 2:1–2
Well, that was a year. For many of us, 2020 was the most
stressful year of our lives. Maybe this year wasn’t the most
painful or the most tragic—but stress?—2020 had that in
spades. You don’t need me to recount all of the trials
that COVID–19 lockdowns, racial unrest, and political tension has brought into our lives. You know it; you lived it.

Making Resolutions
At the end of most years, we all typically sit back and reflect on what the past year brought us. We think about the
good, the bad, and the ugly. These thoughts then lead to
resolutions for the next year. Resolutions typically revolve
around our deficiencies, or areas of life where we feel we
need improvement. They sound something like, “Next
year, I resolve to”
• work out five days a week.
• read three chapters of the Bible every day.
• spend one day a week without my smartphone.
• Our business sensibilities even lead us to make sure
they are SMART goals:
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• Specific
• Measurable
• Attainable
• Relevant
• Timely
Nobody should be setting goals outside of their reach,
should they?
Internal Deficiencies
As I reflect on 2020, if I am honest with myself, I see a lot
of deficiencies. You know what? Scratch that—I see
something far worse. I see a bunch of idols. I see a bunch
of “small g” gods in my life that I have been fearing, loving, and trusting in above all things. And though it is painful to admit, I have been trusting in all sorts of things in
life to keep me safe. Trusting in the people I support in
political contexts. Trusting my own health and fitness.
Trusting in my own actions, and distrusting those of my
neighbor. The list goes on and on, but I have placed my
trust in things that are not God.
Martin Luther taught us that the whole of a person’s life
should be one of repentance. Well, dear friend, I have a lot
to repent. And tomorrow, I’m going to have some more.
And in repentance, there is only one place to go. St. Matthew recounts Christ’s comfort to us:
Come to Me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will
give you rest. Matthew 11:28
So, I have a New Year’s Resolution for 2021. Truthfully, it
is going to be my resolution every year. I think it should be
yours too. It’s not a SMART resolution; it isn’t measurable, and it certainly is not attainable. Well, we can’t attain
it, but there is One who has attained it for us.
Here is my 2021 resolution:
Trust in the LORD with all your heart,
and do not lean on your own understanding.
In all your ways acknowledge Him,
and He will make straight your paths.
Be not wise in your own eyes;
fear the LORD, and turn away from evil.
It will be healing to your flesh
and refreshment to your bones.
Proverbs 3:5–8
Dear friend, resolve to make your life one of daily repentance. A life of daily, hourly turning back to the Lord. Look
at your life and your actions, and find your idols. Turn
from them, repent of them, and find joy in your Savior.
Find joy in Christ, who wants nothing more than to give
you His gifts.
That’s my New Year’s resolution; will you make it yours?
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January 1
January 2
January 4
January 5
January 7
January 9
January 10
January 11
January 13
January 15
January 16
January 18
January 19
January 20
January 21

January 23
January 25
January 26
January 27
January 28
January 29
January 30

Lois Bode, Richard DuVall,
Paden Bairey
Jaimee Speckels
Ann Powers
Eugene Wagaman
Todd Powell, Tara Weeman
Vicki Stethem, Dana Kenobbie
Corinna (Reuer) Hemmer
Marlee Lulf
Ralph Reimer, Rosalie Tyrrell
Addelynn Hickey
Wyatt Powers, Amelia Smith-Gravatt
Rodney Schmiedt
Hope Lutter
Marilyn Woodraska, Rachel Reuer,
Cash Adams
Makayla Dobberstein, Tristen Johnson
Natalie Kelsey
William Bailey, Amy Kenobbie
Carly Weeman
Joseph Mason, Rick Palmer
Damon Johnson
Braiden Mahrt
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January 1
January 5
January 22
January 25

January 1
January 3
January 4
January 5
January 8

JJ & Lori Lafferty
Joseph & Linda Mason
Ralph & Connie Bailey
David & Doreen Priebe

Jeraldine Dominiack
Larry Jurgensen
Nathan Powell
Amanda Waugh, Maxwell Kelsey
Kami Van Den Bosch

January 12
January 15
January 17
January 18
January 19
January 20
January 22
January 23

Katie (Reis) Wiederrich,
Brianna Kelly, Rachel Kelly
Melanie Olson
Jenna Johnson
Desine Fredrick, Jacob Palmer
Theresa Powell
Cora Kenobbie
Connie Cleland, Lorna DeHaai,
Jack Swanson
January 25 William Kurtz, Rexton Larsen
January 26 Amy Kenobbie, Tayten Johnson
January 30 Todd Powell

ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH
Pastor Rev. Robert Hinckley 605-413-2671
Email
rmhjr2@gmail.com
Administrative Assistant Susan Swanson
Email
zionlutheran@midstatesd.net
Web Site
www.zionchamberlain.com
Church Office (605) 234-9466

President
Rocky Knippling
Vice President Todd Powell
Secretary
Marsha Houska
Treasurer
Todd Van Den Bosch
Elders Kurt Kelsey, Darrel DuVall,
Rick Hargens, Mike Reimer,
James Ristau, Philip Wendling,
Eric Weeman, Robert Lulf
Trustees Tom Schmidt, Ken Knutson,
Scott Walker, Garrett Chilson

JANUARY WORSHIP TIMES
Sunday, Divine Service
Saturday, Divine Service

9:00 AM
7:00 PM

MEETINGS
Elders Second Wednesday 7:00 PM
Council Second Wednesday 8:00 PM
Men’s Bible study via Zoom-Wednesday 6:45 AM
Woman’s Bible study via Zoom-Sundays 4 PM

Lutheran Women’s Missionary League
Chairman
Vice Chair
Secretary
Treasurer

Hope Lutter 680-3658
Sharlene DuVall 894-4405
Connie Cleland 734-5487

Stewardship
Tom Schmidt
Sunday School Supt Britini DeHaai

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
Chamberlain, SD 57325
314 South Main Street
Zion Lutheran Church
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