Divine Service Setting Four * Lutheran Service Book p. 203
The Nativity of Our Lord
Christmas Day
December 25, 2020
Hymn of Invocation: LSB 379 O Come, All Ye Faithful

Text and tune: Public domain
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The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.
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In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.
If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.
Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and
receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us
first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we have
sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful
condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our
heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful
to me, a sinner.
Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting
life. Amen.
Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives
you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I
therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the
Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Service of the Word
Introit

Psalm 98:1–4; antiphon: Isaiah 9:6

For to us a child is born, to us a son is given;
and the government shall be upon his shoulder,
and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor,
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
Oh sing to the LORD a new song, for he has done marvelous things!
His right hand and his holy arm have worked salvation for him.
The LORD has made known his salvation;
he has revealed his righteousness in the sight of the nations.
He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of Israel.
All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God.
Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth;
break forth into joyous song and sing praises!
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Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
For to us a child is born, to us a son is given;
and the government shall be upon his shoulder,
and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor,
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
Kyrie
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Gloria in Excelsis
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Salutation and Collect of the Day: Christmas Day
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.

P

Let us pray.
Almighty God, grant that the birth of Your only-begotten Son in the flesh may set us
free from the bondage of sin; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C

Amen.

Sit

Old Testament Reading: Isaiah 52:7–10

How beautiful upon the mountains
are the feet of him who brings good news,
who publishes peace, who brings good news of happiness,
who publishes salvation,
who says to Zion, “Your God reigns.”
The voice of your watchmen—they lift up their voice;
together they sing for joy;
for eye to eye they see
the return of the LORD to Zion.
Break forth together into singing,
you waste places of Jerusalem,
for the LORD has comforted his people;
he has redeemed Jerusalem.
The LORD has bared his holy arm
before the eyes of all the nations,
and all the ends of the earth shall see
the salvation of our God.
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This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Gradual

Isaiah 9:6; Psalm 98:1a

To us a child is born, to us a son is given;
and the government shall be upon his shoulder.
And his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
Sing to the Lord a new song,
for he has done marvelous things!
Epistle: Hebrews 1:1–12
Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the prophets, but
in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed the heir of all things,
through whom also he created the world. He is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact
imprint of his nature, and he upholds the universe by the word of his power. After making
purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, having become as
much superior to angels as the name he has inherited is more excellent than theirs.
For to which of the angels did God ever say,

“You are my Son,
today I have begotten you”?
Or again,
“I will be to him a father,
and he shall be to me a son”?
And again, when he brings the firstborn into the world, he says,
“Let all God’s angels worship him.”
Of the angels he says,
“He makes his angels winds,
and his ministers a flame of fire.”
But of the Son he says,
“Your throne, O God, is forever and ever,
the scepter of uprightness is the scepter of your kingdom.
You have loved righteousness and hated wickedness;
therefore God, your God, has anointed you
with the oil of gladness beyond your companions.”
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And,
“You, Lord, laid the foundation of the earth in the beginning,
and the heavens are the work of your hands;
they will perish, but you remain;
they will all wear out like a garment,
like a robe you will roll them up,
like a garment they will be changed.
But you are the same,
and your years will have no end.”
P
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand

Alleluia and Verse
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Holy Gospel: John 1:1–14
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the first chapter.
C Glory to You, O Lord.

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He
was in the beginning with God. All things were made through him, and without him was not
any thing made that was made. In him was life, and the life was the light of men. The light
shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.
There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness, to bear
witness about the light, that all might believe through him. He was not the light, but came to
bear witness about the light.
The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. He was in the
world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did not know him. He came to his
own, and his own people did not receive him. But to all who did receive him, who believed in
his name, he gave the right to become children of God, who were born, not of blood nor of
the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.
And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of
the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.
P
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This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Apostles’ Creed
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life T everlasting. Amen.
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Sit

Hymn of the Day: LSB 388 Go Tell It on the Mountain

Tune and text: Public domain

Sermon “Let all God’s angels worship Him.”
The offering is received at the back of the sanctuary. Please stand for the prayers.
Stand

Prayer of the Church
P To us a child is born, to us a son is given; let us offer praise, thanks and prayer to God
the Father of our Lord, Jesus Christ.

Brief silence

C
P
C

For all who celebrate the incarnation, that the knowledge that their God reigns would
cause them to lift up their voices and sing for joy, and that they would always be ready
to tell others about the Word made flesh, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For all pastors, that God would work through their proclamation of Christ to bring the
good news of happiness and salvation to all who hear them, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
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For the nations of this world, that they would be given a spirit of peace so that conflicts
cease and all see in the birth of Jesus the salvation of our God, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For those who suffer persecution for the sake of Christ, that they would be kept firm in
their faith as they bear witness to the light of the world, and that they would never lose
sight of their identity as children of God, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For the destitute, those recovering from natural disaster and those who find themselves
in want, that they would receive the necessities for daily life, that the agencies who
serve them would receive generous support, and that those who serve and those who are
served would come to see God as the Giver of daily bread, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For those who suffer sickness in mind or body, those who are homebound especially for
Kevin, Lois, Sally, Dave, Donald, Kelly, Ronnie, Yvonne, Anita, Bridget, Vern,
Rodney, Ken, Lucas, Harriet, Matthew, Ruth, Lyle, Becky, Tom, and Al and all who
have asked for our prayers, that God would grant them healing, peace, patience and faith
that endures, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For those who commune, that they would receive the body and blood of Jesus worthily
with faith in His bodily presence here in the Sacrament for them, and that they would
depart having received grace upon grace from His fullness, let pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
In thanksgiving for all the people of God who have gone before us and now rest in His
presence, that we, too, would be kept faithful until that day when He makes all things
new, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
Hear us, O Lord, for the sake of Your Son, the Word become flesh, the Savior of the
nations, Jesus Christ who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, ever one God.
Amen.
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Service of the Sacrament
Preface
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.

LSB 208
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Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

P
C

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

P

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the countless
blessings You so freely bestow on us and all creation. Above all, we give thanks for
Your boundless love shown to us when You sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ,
into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him into death that we might not die
eternally. Because He is now risen from the dead and lives and reigns to all eternity, all
who believe in Him will overcome sin and death and will rise again to new life.
Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and
magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:

Sanctus

LSB 208
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Prayer of Thanksgiving
P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy on us
and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not perish but
have eternal life.

In the beginning You created all things by Your Word; and in the fullness of time Your
Word became flesh and dwelt among us, full of grace and truth.
Let Your Word made flesh dwell richly among us that, faithfully eating His body and
drinking His blood, we may receive the fullness of Your grace and truth in Christ Jesus,
our Lord.
Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us:
Lord’s Prayer
C Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
The Words of Our Lord
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He
had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My
T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He
gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T
blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it,
in remembrance of Me.”
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Pax Domini
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C Amen.
Agnus Dei
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Sit

Distribution
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Stand

Nunc Dimittis

LSB 211

Post-Communion Collect
P Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary
gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same
in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.
C Amen.
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Benedicamus
P Let us bless the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

LSB 212

Benediction
P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.
C Amen.
Hymn to Depart: LSB 387 Joy to the World

Text and tune: Public domain
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CHRISTMAS DAY
The Living and Life-Giving Word of God Dwells Among Us in the Flesh
The Lord sends out His ministers of the Gospel to make disciples “of all the nations,” so
that “all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our God.” For the Lord has
“bared his holy arm” in the incarnate Christ (Is. 52:7, 10). The child in the manger, born
of the Virgin Mary, is the very Word of God, the only begotten Son of the Father, “whom
he appointed the heir of all things, through whom also he created the world” (Heb. 1:2).
As “all things were made through him” (John 1:3), so are all things redeemed and made
new in Him. In His body of flesh and blood, we behold “the radiance of the glory of
God” (Heb. 1:3), “glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth”
(John 1:14). He dwells among us in peace, that we might have life and light and salvation
in Him. For by His Word of the Gospel, we are born again as the children of God,
bearing His name and sharing His eternal life.
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In Memory of Anthony Mueller
From Steve Mueller family
In Memory of:
Al & Veda Mueller
From Steve Mueller family
In Memory of:
John & Lorraine Leheska
From Steve Mueller family
In Lovin Memory of Beulah Smith
The Smith Family
In Loving Memory of:
Robert and Lorraine Meagher
Earl and Lucy Mason
Don Meagher
From Joe & Linda Mason
I Love You Grandpa Donnie Meagher
Morgan
In Memory of
Ted and Carol Bultsma
Arthur Powell
Carson Powell
From Todd & Barb Powell
In Loving Memory of Carson Powell,
Ken Hall, Art Powell & Ellen Hall
From Greg & Terri Powell & Family
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