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        May 2018 

 

 

Dear Family of Zion, 

There are some important events happening in May and June this year so please pay close attention to your 

Newsletter and bulletin notes, as well as the website where you can keep up with both. My announcement of 

retirement plans for 2018 back in February has led to many conversations, prayers, and decisions. There will 

be more! 

Marge and I thought and prayed a lot about where to settle in retirement. The results of all that thinking and 

praying led us to find a house in Mitchell. God willing, we will close on that Friday, April 27. Then, right after 

finding a house there our daughter Miriam called from Illinois and said that they had received a call for Chris 

to be the pastor at Mt. Calvary, Huron, which he has accepted. He will be installed there on June 3. The Lord 

does move in mysterious ways! 

Here are some details of plans that affect Zion beginning in May: 

• A Pre-Call Meeting will be held after the Divine Service on Sunday, May 20-Pentecost. The Rev. 

Scott Sailer, President of the South Dakota District of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod will 

preach that day and conduct the meeting afterwards. Pastor Mischnick and Marge will be attending 

their grandson’s confirmation in Illinois. Everyone is invited and encouraged to attend. The “call” 

process will be explained and questions will be answered. There will be NO SERVICE ON 

SATURDAY NIGHT,  May 19. 

• My plans are to retire from full-time ministry on June 29. Therefore, my last Sunday in the pulpit as 

your Pastor will be June 24th.  

• More details on call meetings and your vacancy after my retirement will be presented in the June 

edition of this newsletter. 

I’ve included several interesting articles along with this newsletter that I hope may cause you to think! If you 

have any doubts about the censorship of Christians on the internet they should be clarified by the article titled: 

“Christian Publisher Says Google Banned It Over ‘Faith We Express.’” That publisher is our own Concordia 

Publishing House! 

Your Pastor in Christ, 

Pastor Mischnick 

Zion Lutheran Church 
 

 

 

May 2018 
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Christian Publisher Says Google Banned It Over  

‘Faith We Express’ 

Google ads has refused to do business with a Christian publishing house 'because of 

the faith we express on our website,' said CEO Bruce Kintz in a Facebook post to-

day. 

APRIL 23, 2018 By Joy Pullmann 

Google ads has refused to do business with a Christian publishing house “because of 

the faith we express on our website,” said Concordia Publishing House CEO 

Bruce Kintz in a Facebook post today. 

“Google ads will no longer accept anything related to the cph.org domain. They stat-

ed the reason is because of the faith we express on our website,” Kintz wrote. “[A 

CPH associate] was told, as an example, that things like our bible (sic) challenge on 

our [Vacation Bible School] webpage would clearly need to come down before they 

could consider us for ads. 

Vacation Bible School is an extremely popular event many churches offer as a sort 

of Bible-themed summer day camp. CPH’s 2018 VBS theme is “Splash Canyon,” 

with the slogan “Discover God’s promise on life’s wild ride.” The program’s “Bible 

challenge” that was apparently objectionable to Google includes positive selections 

like “Let us hold fast the confession of our hope . . . for He who promised is faithful. 

Hebrews 10:23” and “God promises: ‘When you pass through the waters, I will be 

with you; and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you.’ Isaiah 43:2.” 

CPH is the publishing arm of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, which has 

between 1.5 and 2 million American members. It is one of the conservative Luther-

an denominations, as opposed to the more liberal Evangelical Lutheran Church in 

America, which ordains women, supports abortion, and rejects defining marriage as 

a one-man, one-woman institution. The LCMS does none of these things. 

The Federalist is seeking clarification on the specifics of this interaction and will 

update our readers as warranted. 

“Incredibly sobering and disappointing,” Kintz wrote. “It is an uphill battle but our 

mission and customers are worth it. It is why we are here.” 

 

Joy Pullmann is executive editor of The Federalist and author of "The Education 

Invasion: How Common Core Fights Parents for Control of American Kids," out 

from Encounter Books in 2017. Get it on Amazon. 

 

From The Federalist, used by permission. 
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Zion Lutheran Church Council Meeting  

Date:  March 14, 2018 

The March meeting of the Zion Lutheran Church Coun-

cil was held on March 14, 2018, in the fellowship hall.  

In addition to Pastor Mischnick, council members pre-

sent were:  Jim Ristau, Darrel DuVall, Kurt Kelsey, 

Todd Van Den Bosch, Mark Klein, Joe Mason, Greg 

Olson, Charles Swanson, Charles Totton, and Russ Lut-

ter. 

The meeting was called to order by Chisum Peterson 

8:10 pm. 

Pastor Mischnick opened the meeting with Wednesday 

night Lent Service. 

February minutes were provided and read individually.  

Motion to approve February minutes was made by Greg 

and seconded by Joe Mason – motion carried. 

The financial report was presented by Todd Van Den 

Bosch.   

Balances: 

Ending:  $4,128.48 

Beginning:  $6,543.95 

Outstanding Bills: 

Burke   $1,174.31 

Byre   $31.95 

Larsen   $100 

Midstate  $85.37 

CPS   $2050.64 

Variety  $395.01 

LCMS convention $360.00 
 

Special Funds: 

Audio   $659.70 

Building  $12,445.49 

Memorial  $9,485.49 

Thrivent Choice  $1891.19 

Darrel DuVall made motion to approve Treasurer’s re-

port, seconded by Jim Ristau. – Motion passed. 

 

Pastor/Elders’ Report  

• Lent services 

• Regency and Sanford Services 

• Attended Pastor’s Conference 

• Plankinton and White Lake still in vacancy 

• Men’s bible study on Thursday morning 

• Susan was gone last week, Renae Bunker filled in 

• Adult confirmation class was confirmed 

• Ellen Reis passed away – funeral is Saturday the 

17th 

Trustees Report 

• Bathroom fan fixed 

• Front door to parsonage fixed 

• Toilet repair was made 

Old Business 

• Front door needs installed yet, contacting Inter-

state doors 

• Security discussed 

New Business 

• Easter Service Sunday morning at 7 and 9 am – 

Breakfast between 

• SD District convention is April 18th – Jim Ristau 

and Pastor will be attending 

• Palm Sunday discussion – Palm branches discus-

sion 

• Next meeting will be April 11, 2018, at 8 pm. 

Motion to adjourn was made by Greg and seconded by 

Kurt.  Meeting adjourned at 8:45 pm. 

We closed with Prayer. 
 

Respectfully submitted,  

Russell Lutter – Church council Secretary 

 

Zion Lutheran Church Council Meeting  

Date:  April 18, 2018 

The April meeting of the Zion Lutheran Church Council 

was held on April 18, 2018, in the fellowship hall.  In 

addition to Pastor Mischnick, council members present 

were:  Chisum Peterson, Tom Schmidt, Jim Ristau, Dar-

rel DuVall, Kurt Kelsey, Todd Van Den Bosch, Joe Ma-

son, Greg Olson, Cade Peterson, Charles Swanson, 

Charles Totton, and Russ Lutter. 
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The meeting was called to order by Cade Peterson 8:00 

pm. 

Pastor Mischnick opened the meeting with Devotion. 

March minutes were provided and read individually.  

Motion to approve March minutes was made by Darrel 

DuVall and seconded by Joe Mason – motion carried. 

The financial report was presented by Todd Van Den 

Bosch.   

Balances: 

Ending:  $7,349.17 

Beginning:  $4,128.48 

Outstanding Bills: 

Interstate Glass $3349.00 

CPS   $2026.70 

Flowers  $98.12 

Work Comp  $317.71 

Paid: Burke Oil $550.75 

Special Funds: 

Audio   $659.70 

Building  $12,445.49 

Memorial  $9,485.49 

Thrivent Choice $5853.19 

Greg Olson made motion to approve Treasurer’s report, 

seconded by Chisum Peterson. – Motion passed. 

Pastor/Elders’ Report  

• Bible study continued on Thursday morning 

• Young adult confirmation class was confirmed 

• Visited shut-ins 

• Hospital visits 

• Regency visits 

• President Sailer coming May 20th for a Precall 

meeting right after service 

• No service Saturday, May 19th 

• Pastor Mischnick will be gone May 20th for a va-

cation event 

• Pastor Mischnick retires June 29th, last service will 

be June 24th 

• Glenda Thompson funeral service April 23, at 11 

am 

• Passed out information about calling Synodical 

president for 2019 

• Contact info of council members passed out for 

council benefit. 

Old Business 

• Discussion on security – nothing decided 

• New door drags and doesn’t latch – Greg contact-

ing to have repaired 

• Finish work on back wall of Sanctuary discussed – 

nothing decided 

• Baptismal font in need of replacement or refinish-

ing.  Chisum and Charles Swanson are going to 

bring back quotes. 

• Basement women’s bathroom had much water on 

floor and was mopped up, not sure of source. 

• AC unit replacement quotes being obtained for 

special voters meeting after precall meeting on 

May 20th 

• Active shooter – ALICE training info provided at 

special voters meeting after precall meeting on 

May 20th 

• Kurt is to recontact Jason Blasius about carpet 

now that doors are finished in Sanctuary. 

 

New Business 

• SD District Convention is asking donations for 

LCMS disaster response offering – letter discussed 

• Darrel made a motion to contribute $500 from 

Thrivent Choice funds to the LCMS disaster re-

sponse offering.  Chisum Peterson seconded the 

motion.  Motion passed. 

• Cancelling service discussion for bad weather 

events.  Discussion held. 

• Next meeting: May 9th at 8 pm. 

 

Motion to adjourn was made by Greg and seconded by 

Chisum.  Meeting adjourned at 9:46 pm. 

We closed with Lord’s Prayer. 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

Russell Lutter – Church council Secretary 
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GRADUATION RECOGNITION  

for the 2018 Graduates will be 

held on Sunday, May 6th after 

Divine Service.  

Our Graduates this year are: 

Madison Harden 

Paige Reuer 

Gracie Swanson 
 

PRE-CALL MEETING   

On Sunday, May 20, our District President, 

Rev. Scott Sailer, will conduct the one service 

that weekend (9 a.m., Sunday), and then will 

lead an information meeting regarding the 

steps in the call process, as we seek a 

shepherd for our flock following  

Pastor Mischnick’s retirement.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 May 6th will be the last week for Sunday School 

Class. 

 May 13th the Sunday School Children will sing and 

the teachers will hand out the Bibles and books 

during worship.  

 Everyone have a GREAT summer! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Saturday, May 5 Thomas Powell 

Sunday, May 6  Wyatt Powers 

Saturday, May 12 Nickolas Rosenberger 

Sunday, May 13 Isabella Shepherd 

Saturday, May19 NO Service 

Sunday, May 20  Jerry Keiner 

Saturday, May 26 Maxwell Kelsey 

Sunday, May 27 Rowan Lulf 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LWML SD Chamberlain Zone Spring Workshop 

Saturday, May 5, 2018, 10 am 

St. John Lutheran Church, Norris, SD 

Andra Gates will be the present  

“Deaconess, A Life of Mercy in the Church” 

Susan will be going if you need a ride please contact her. 

 

 

 

 

Camp Minneboji 

June 17-23, 2018 

Theme: “iLife” 

Located CAMP OKOBOJI - LCMS on the west side of West 

Lake Okoboji in northwest Iowa.  

Camp Minneboji is for all students who have completed 

grades 4 through 9. 

Registration cut off is June 1 (when Camp is full). 

Camp Minneboji Fee: $375 ($395 after May 1) for students 

who have completed 4-8. A Preregistration Fee of $150 is 

required. 

You can get a registration form from the Church office  

or talk to Pastor. 
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March 7, 2018 

The Zion Lutheran LWML met March 7th at 

5:30pm.  Vice President Sharlene Duvall called the 

meeting to order.  Colleen Swanson opened with a 

prayer. There wasn't a secretary’s report due to recent 

weather cancellations.  Treasurer Connie Cleland gave 

an in depth financial report. It was accepted as read. 

    For old business there was a short discussion on the 

Soup Supper held recently.  It was deemed a success. 

    For new business the Ladies were reminded of the 

District Convention that will be held June 1st and 2nd in 

Sioux Falls. Marge mentioned the death of June Ring 

and asked if we wanted to send a sympathy card to the 

family, she was a former District officer and her son is 

the minister in Winner SD.  Sharlene volunteered to 

send a card from LWML. 

Britini read a letter from the crisis center asking 

for donations.  Connie made the motion to donated and 

Colleen seconded it. It was approved to donated items 

needed.  Britini offered to make signs and a bulletin 

insert describing what is needed to the congregation. 

There will be a spot in the fellowship hall to place items 

for a month.  Everyone is encouraged to donated what 

they can! 

Adult Confirmation will be held on March 11th, 

2018, Mike and Audra Hough and Rod Bickner will be 

joining the church. Jenna Johnson, Autumn Kurtz, Eri-

ka Larson, Braiden Mahrt, Thomas Powell, Wyatt Pow-

ers, Nickolas Rosenberger and Isabella Shepherd will 

be confirmed on March 25, .  Please make them all feel 

welcomed. The LWML will furnish a cake on confirma-

tion Sunday after church. After this discussion the 

meeting was adjourned and the LWML closed with the  

Lord’s Prayer. 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Britini DeHaai, Secretary 
 

LWML Meeting Wednesday April 4th 2018 
 

    The LWML meet on Wednesday April 4th at 

5:30pm.  Ginger opened with a devotion and then lead 

the LWML pledge.  Britini read the secretary’s report 

with was motioned by Ginger to accept, Connie se-

conded them. 

     Connie Cleland read treasurer’s  report.  In the 

treasury report Connie brought up that there was a 

meat and cheese tray that was purchased for Confir-

mation Sunday, she asked if that would be okay for the 

LWML to pay for.  Susan Swanson motioned to pay for 

the meat and cheese tray, Coleen seconded to pay for 

the tray. Lorna DeHaai motioned for all the bills to be 

paid, while Susan Swanson second the bills being paid. 

     Gracie Swanson, Paige Reuer and Madison Harden  

are  our graduates, graduating from high school this 

year on May 19th.  On May 6th after the church service 

there will be a cake serviced in honor of the gradu-

ates.   

      On May 8th the Mitchell Circuit will have their 

monthly meeting at Zion, Chamberlain. There will be 15 

to 20 Pastors and family for lunch an LWML group will 

be  called to service lunch.  

      The LWML SD District Convention will be held June 

1st and 2nd in Sioux Falls SD. Connie Cleland and Col-

leen Swanson are going as delegates and Britini 

DeHaai will be our Young Womans Representa-

tive.  Before Convention, during May the LWML will be 

holding a walk to Pledge for Mites, later information will 

come for that. 

      The LWML meeting closed with the Lord’s prayer. 

 

Respectively Submitted, 

Britini DeHaai, Secretary 

 
LWML Financial Report 

For Month Ending March 31, 2018 
Meeting date April 4, 2018 

 
Beginning Balance Brought Fwd               $2,118.47                                                                        
 

March Income:  Fellowship coffee              $118.76 
                           Mite Box collections             36.86 
                           Meeting Offering                   10.00 
                           Soup supper donation            10.00 
                           Ellen Reis funeral donation 200.00 
                                                    Total       +  375.62                                                       
 

Expenditures:  Feb/Mites to District              $  54.50    
                        Greeting Cards/Lori Lafferty      44.83 
                        Chamberlain Wholesale              35.46 
                                                    Total          -   134.79
          
Ending Acct Bank Balance                         $ 2,359.30                                                                                    
 

Scholarship Funds 
Beginning Balance         $1,000.01 
      Interest earned                     .02 
Ending Balance               $1,000.03 
 

 
Outstanding Bills:     
March/Mites to District LWML    $  95.87 
 CFC                                                 145.47 
Kremer Publications                        136.55 
Variety Plus                                       15.45 

                        total          $329.83  
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LWML SOUTH DAKOTA  
DISTRICT CONVENTION 

June 1–2, 2018 

 
Sioux Falls Convention Center 

Sioux Falls, South Dakota 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
To encourage everyone to be a part of the LWML SD 

Convention even if you can not attend the Zion LWML 

will be having  

Walking for Mites week of May 20-26, 2018.  

On Wednesday May 23rd at 7 pm we will gather at the 

church for a group walk. Bring your kids, spouse and 

friends! Everyone is Welcome! 

LWML SD is celebrating their 75th Anniversary. Have 

fun with the number 75! You could do 7500 steps a day, 

75 miles, or raise $75 dollars. It is up to you. Let’s have 

fun with it! 

Please pick up a pledge sheet at the church.  

 

 

Gifts from the Heart  
Gifts from the Heart is the ingathering at the 

LWML SD  

District Convention on June 1-2, 2018. 

We will be gathering these items at Zion to be 

taken to the Convention. There will be boxes in 

the Fellowship Hall for you to drop of your items. 

Thank you your contributions! 

 

Baby Shower for the Alpha Center, Sioux 

Falls  

The Alpha Center is a non-profit agency that pro-

vides a full range of services to women and men 

involved in an unplanned pregnancy. Their goal 

is to provide positive alternatives with practical 

support.  

Clothing: Baby Shoes & Booties, Baby Socks, 

12 month–2T Boy’s Clothing, 9 month–2T Girl’s 

Clothing  

Food: Baby Food, Formula  

Diaper Needs: Diapers, Pull-ups, Wipes, Diaper 

Bags  

Miscellaneous: Baby Lotion & Wash, Pacifiers, 

Bibs, Toys 

 

Food Shower for the Children’s Inn,  

Sioux Falls  

Children’s Inn provides free services for women, 

children and men who are victims of family vio-

lence, elder abuse, child abuse, neglect or sexu-

al assault.  

Canned Vegetables: Carrots, Corn, Green 

Beans, Peas Canned Fruit: Applesauce, Fruit 

Cocktail, Peaches, Pears, Pineapple Chunks  

Dry Goods: Cereal, Iced Tea Mix, Ketchup, Cof-

fee, Nondairy Creamer, Sugar, Rice, Syrup, Sal-

tine Crackers, Brown Sugar, Kool-Aid Packages, 

Quick Bread Mixes.  

Snacks: Pop Tarts, Granola/Cereal Bars, Pud-

ding Cups, Rice Krispie Treats, Snack Crackers, 

Graham Crackers, Jell-O, Snack Cakes.  

Other: DVD Players, Alarm Clocks, Diaper Rash 

Cream, Gas Cards, Walmart Gift Cards 

LWML Sunday Groups 

May 6—Group 7 

May 13—Group 8 

May 20—Group 1 

May 27—Group 2 



MAY 2018    ZION NEWSLETTER  Page 8

 

The 61st South Dakota District  

Convention Report 

April 19-21, 2018 
 

      The Sixty-First Convention of The South Dakota 

District of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 

opened in Sioux Falls, SD on Thursday, April 19, 2018 

under the theme, “Behold Your God! What Help! What 

Hope!” based on Isaiah 40:9.  Prior to the start of the 

convention, delegates joined together for worship at Our 

Redeemer Lutheran Church, Sioux Falls, SD.      Zion 

Lutheran Church in Chamberlain sent two voting dele-

gates to the convention; Mr. Jim Ristau and Rev. Mark 

Mischnick. 

     Representing The Lutheran Church—Missouri Syn-

od and providing the delegates an update on the work of 

the Missouri Synod was the Reverend Dr. Matthew C. 

Harrison, President of The Lutheran Church—Missouri 

Synod.  Also attending the convention as the Bible 

study leader was Reverend Dr. Reed Lessing, Senior 

Pastor, St. Michael’s Lutheran Church, Ft. Wayne, IN.  

He led the convention attendees in a study of Isaiah 40-

55, which served as the inspiration and basis for the 

convention’s theme. 

     Rev. Scott C. Sailer, President of The South Dakota 

District, detailed the state of the district in his report to 

the convention.  While he mentioned various challenges 

facing the district and district congregations, he high-

lighted plans and ways that the district and local congre-

gations can work together to address these challenges.  

He reminded convention goers that Jesus Christ is still 

the Lord of the Church and the Lord’s Church has a 

great message of help and hope to a sinful and fallen 

world. 

     Re-elected on the first ballot to serve a second term 

as President of the South Dakota District was the Rev. 

Scott C. Sailer, Sioux Falls, SD.  The Rev. Randy 

Sturzenbecher, Pastor, Divine Shepherd Lutheran 

Church, Black Hawk, SD was elected as the District’s 

First Vice-President and the Rev. Timothy Rynearson, 

Senior Pastor, Peace Lutheran Church, Brookings, SD 

was elected as the District’s Second Vice-President.  

Also elected to serve on the District’s Board of Direc-

tors were: Rev. David Otten, Pastor, Emmanuel Luther-

an Church, Gettysburg and Christ Lutheran Church, 

Lebanon as District Secretary, Mr. Jeff Siekmann, Mt. 

Calvary Lutheran Church, Brookings, SD as District 

Treasurer, and Mr. Robert Herz, Zion Lutheran Church, 

Rapid City, SD  and Mr. David Zuercher, Faith Luther-

an Church, Pierre, SD as lay members. 

     In keeping with the convention theme, delegates 

adopted Resolution 2-01 with the goal of pointing all 

people to God—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—to be 

their help and hope.  The resolution encouraged congre-

gations to hold at least one weekly Bible study, encour-

aged circuits to work together to equip laypeople to 

share the Gospel through word and deed, and encour-

aged congregations and schools to apply for a district 

Harvest Grant to help finance activities of outreach and 

mercy in their communities.  The convention ratified 

Resolutions 1-11 and 1-12, which amended the Dis-

trict’s Articles of Incorporation and Bylaws.  Resolution 

1-12 also submitted to the Synod’s Commission on 

Constitutional Matters a change in the way district vice-

presidents were elected. Resolution 1-15 eliminated Cir-

cuit D, the “Huron Circuit,” and apportioned those con-

gregations affected by the elimination to neighboring 

circuits.  The resolution also directed the District Board 

of Directors to appoint a committee after the 2019 Syn-

od Convention.  The committee will be given the re-

sponsibility of bringing a plan for circuit realignment to 

the 2021 District Convention. Resolution 2-06 thanked 

God for the faithful service of Terry Schmidt, the LCMS 

Director of School Ministry.  The resolution recognized 

those Lutheran schools in the District that had achieved 

National Lutheran School Accreditation and encouraged 

all Lutheran schools in the District to strive for excel-

lence in their ministries.  Resolution 3-04 recognized the 

upcoming 25th anniversaries of District-funded mission 

work on the Rosebud and Pine Ridge Native American 

Reservations.  The resolution thanked God for mission-

ary efforts of many who have shared the Gospel with 

Native Americans in South Dakota and encouraged Dis-

trict congregations and schools to continue their support 

for Native American missions in the District.  In the 

spirit of partnering together to support missions, dele-

gates adopted Resolution 3-07 to provide financial assis-

tance to two missionaries, Rev. Nathan Jastram, Japan, 

and Rev. David Warner, Spain.  The convention also 

took the opportunity to thank two long-time District Of-

fice employees in Resolutions 1-06 and 1-07.  Mr. 

Randy Gayken has served as the District Business Man-

ager for nearly 38 years and will be entering retirement 

shortly after convention.  Julie Pike has served as the 

Administrative Assistant to the District President and 

the Executive Secretary for 30 years. 

     South Dakota District congregations come together 

for convention every three years.  The next District Con-

vention will convene April 12-14, 2021 in Sioux Falls, 

SD.       
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Dear Christians, There Is One Thing 

Worse Than Being An Atheist 

ByMatt Walsh 

@@MattWalshBlog 

April 4, 2018 
 

   As Christians, we tend to think that atheists 

are in the most dangerous spiritual state. Indeed, 

they are in a dangerous state. But not the most 

dangerous. The atheist is surely closer to redemp-

tion than the “Christian” who hangs onto the name 

but empties it of its substance. There is nothing 

worse than being a casual Christian who lives, 

and acts, and thinks, and in most every way be-

lieves just as the atheists do. It is better to be an 

unbeliever and know you are an unbeliever than 

to be an unbeliever and think you are a Christian. 

  Whenever the “decline of Christianity in Amer-

ica” is discussed, the focus is always on the dwin-

dling number of professed believers. But that is 

not really the problem, nor is it the truest evidence 

of Christianity’s decline. If the Church had lost 5 or 

10 percent over the years, but the remaining 70 to 

75 were truly on fire with the faith — if they were 

authentically and substantially Christian — our 

culture would still be in fine shape. It is not in fine 

shape. By their fruits you shall know them, and the 

fruits of our “Christian country” seem strongly to 

suggest that we are not a Christian country at all. 

And if we are not a Christian country, despite our 

majority Christian population, then we must con-

sider whether America’s Christians — many of 

them — are really so much different from her 

atheists. 

 Let’s consider two hypothetical people: 

 First there is Bob. Bob is not Christian and 

does not claim to be. If he were pressed to pick a 

label, he’d probably call himself an agnostic. Bob 

lives a normal American life. He doesn’t think 

much about spiritual things. He doesn’t consider 

his own mortality. He does what normal people 

do. He loves porn. He drinks too much on the 

weekends. He watches a lot of TV. His goal in life 

is to be comfortable. He seeks pleasure, not joy. 

He works in order to enrich himself. Whatever 

money he has, he spends or he hordes. He is nice 

to people but he will not sacrifice anything for 

them. He is fond of his wife but he will leave her if 

his feelings ever fade. He is affectionate towards 

his kids but he will leave them, too, if his home life 

becomes too boring or too difficult. He is a normal 

person. A nice person. An empty person. 

 Then there is Jim. Jim calls himself a Christian. 

He does not think much about what that label 

means. He believes, vaguely, ambiguously, that 

something like God probably exists. He accepts 

that Jesus Christ died for his sins, but he accepts 

it like he accepts that Bangkok is the capital of 

Thailand. He accepts it passively, disinterestedly. 

He doesn't believe that the fact — if it is a fact — 

has any bearing whatsoever on his life. He thinks 

very little about these things at all. He doesn’t con-

template spiritual matters. He doesn’t consider his 

own mortality. He doesn’t pray. His inner life is 

mostly indistinguishable from Bob's. His external 

life is entirely indistinguishable. He does every-

thing that Bob does, indulges in all of the same 

vices, and feels the same lack of guilt while he in-

dulges them. His life is spent pleasing and enrich-

ing himself. He is no more likely to sacrifice, no 

more likely to refrain from sinful activities, no more 

likely to remain faithful to his wife and his children. 

He is a normal person. A nice person. An empty 

person. He "believes," yes, but there is scant evi-

dence of this belief, and the belief means almost 

nothing to him. 

 Both Bob and Jim are in a dire state. Jim, I 

think, has it worse. Jim has the same spiritual 

emptiness and the same moral indifference, but 

he also has the false sense of security that the 

"Christian" tag affords him. Bob is honest about 

who he is and what he believes. He knows that he 

has rejected God. He knows that he doesn't have 

God in his life, and so there is always a chance 

that one day he will come to feel that absence, hit 

rock bottom, and then begin the slow and painful 

climb towards the light. 

 But Jim has found comfort in a label. He does 

not feel God's absence in his life because he is 

not honest about the fact that he has rejected 

God. He is too numb and too self-assured to no-

tice that he has already hit rock bottom. He be-

lieves that he believes, but his belief is nothing 

more than mere acknowledgment. 

Continue on page 12, second column 

https://www.dailywire.com/authors/matt-walsh
https://twitter.com/@MattWalshBlog


MAY 2018    ZION NEWSLETTER  Page 10

 

Rosebud Missionary 



MAY 2018    ZION NEWSLETTER  Page 11

 

The Dangers of Complaint 
By Adriane (Dorr) Heins on May 7, 2014 in Lutheran Witness,  

The View from Here 

BY THE REV. RICHARD C. EYER 

     “And the people complained . . .” (Num. 11:1)  As 

we read the Book of Numbers in the Old Testament, it 

is striking to notice how often the people of God com-

plained about congregational life as God had given 

it.  They complained about not having the foods they 

preferred over what God had given.  They complained 

about all they had left behind in Egypt when Moses 

led them out into the wilderness.  Even Moses’ broth-

er and sister, Miriam and Aaron, complained about 

Moses, “Has the Lord indeed spoken only through 

Moses?  Has he not spoken through us also?” (Num. 

12:2).  It seems that complaint is simply the way of 

congregational life even between brothers and sisters 

who share the same faith.  But the congregation of Is-

rael paid a price for it.  Most of them never got to the 

Promised Land and God struck them down for their 

unfaithfulness.  As punishment, Miriam acquired lep-

rosy from God as Aaron begged, “Oh, my Lord, do 

not punish us because we have done foolishly and 

have sinned” (12:11). 

     The Book of Numbers is surely the story of con-

gregational life at its best and worst.  It’s best was the 

mercy extended to sinners by God and the worst was 

that the people repaid God’s mercy with more com-

plaints.  I have to look at myself as I read Numbers 

and ask, “Am I also a complainer?”  The answer is an 

unqualified yes.  Ever since I first entered the pastoral 

ministry, there have been times when I complained 

about my disappointments with congregational 

life.  Parishioners may not realize that pastors have 

their own complaints as well as the complaints of the 

congregation they have to deal with.  So we all know 

what it is like to be frustrated, disappointed and angry 

that things don’t go the way we would like them to go 

in a congregation. 

     It is second nature to complain, to grumble as did 

the people of Israel in the wilderness.  But as C. S. 

Lewis warned tongue-in-cheek, “It begins with a 

grumbling mood, and yourself still distinct from 

it.  You can repent and come out of it again.  But there 

may come a day when you can do that no long-

er.  Then there will be no you left . . . just the grumble 

itself going on forever.”[1] 

      That’s the danger of complaint.  We make our-

selves God, and it feels so good and righteous at the 

time, but it never ends well.  Some people, even in 

this life turn into a Grumble!  Others limp off into the 

bushes, whimpering about all they have been made to 

endure in the congregation.  The danger of complain-

ing about a few things is that it is hard to stop once 

you’ve started.  It can easily become a way of life so 

that we complain about everything and our unhappi-

ness feeds on finding more to complain about.  Like 

Miriam and Aaron, we eventually turn against those 

closest to us.  Complaint spreads with the hope that 

the more complainers we can get to join us, the better 

the chances of things going our way.  But they never 

do.  The one who grumbles most loses and leaves 

nothing but unhappiness in his path (2 Tim. 2:14). 

     One of the characteristics of a grumbler is that s/he 

collects injustices suffered in the course of congrega-

tional life.  This collection of injustices is made up of 

the few or many times we didn’t get our way, or 

someone else got theirs, or someone did or said some-

thing that angered us.  It becomes more and more dif-

ficult to pray, “Forgive us our trespasses as we forgive 

those who trespass against us.”  And because we do 

not let go of perceived past injustices, we load up the 

next complaint with all the past anger we have carried 

around for years.  I’m not sure congregational life to-

day is any different than it was in Moses’ day.  We are 

a people in much need of God’s grace, forgiveness 

and transformation of life under the Gospel of Jesus 

Christ. 

     But if we must grumble and complain let us be like 

Job.  Job grumbled as he wrestled with God, but was 

then transformed by God and found peace. Because 

we are forgiven sinners we too need to make our con-

cerns, even complaints, known in a civil manner di-

rectly to those with whom we disagree.  Let us not 

attack the person, but debate the issue.  Let us not be 

dishonest and manipulative in getting others to speak 

for us so we can hide behind them.  Let us not add to 

the anger inside us by storing it away for another 

day.  Let us not try to rid ourselves of the person with 

whom we have disagreement, but learn to love them 

as Christ loves us even though we are often in disa-

greement with him.  Paul speaks of “bearing with one 

another and, if one has a complaint against another, 

forgiving each other” (Col. 3:13). 

Continue on page 12 
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  The Dangers of Complaint continues from page 11 

      Congregations are contentious by nature, sinful 

human nature.  The accumulated effect over the years 

is to injure the very congregation we sometimes think 

we speak for.  Efforts to force our way on the rest of 

the congregation only increase divisions and discour-

age those who come for better things in Christ’s 

name.  There will never be a time when we can all 

agree, but we can learn to forgive and let go of things 

we can’t change.  And letting go does not have to 

mean leaving the congregation.  Where will we ever 

find a congregation where there isn’t something to 

find fault with?  Rather, let us find what God has 

brought us together to receive: God’s grace and mer-

cy in Jesus Christ as found in the communion of 

saints who confess their sins, find forgiveness in the 

body and blood of Christ given us in the Lord’s Sup-

per and live in peace as brothers and sisters in Christ. 

Let us love one another and pray that God will lead 

us into the Promised Land He has prepared for us. 

The Rev. Richard C. Eyer (reyer@milwpc.com) is 

director emeritus, Concordia Bioethics Institute, 

Concordia University Wisconsin. 

[1] C. S. Lewis. The Great Divorce. Macmillan 1977, 

Ch. IX p.72 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Christians, There is One Thing Worse 

Than Being An Atheist continues from page 9 
 

       Jim acknowledges Christ, acknowledges the 

Cross, causally nods towards it and says, "Oh 

yeah, that. Sure, I believe that. Anyway." That is 

not belief. It is not Christian belief, in any case. 

There is a difference between "I believe that" 

and "I believe in." Christ wants us to believe that 

He is real, but He needs us to take the next step 

and believe in Him. It is easy to look at a bridge 

and affirm that it exists. But if you will not walk 

across it, then you clearly do not believe in the 

bridge. You only believe that it is there. You 

have no faith in it. You will not depend on it. You 

will not trust it with your life. 

      Believing in Christ is submitting to Him, fol-

lowing Him, obeying Him, loving Him, walking 

with Him and entering into Him. If we will only 

believe the "that" and not graduate to the "in," 

we are no better than those who will do neither. 

In fact, we are worse. It is one thing to deny that 

Christ is real. It is quite another to accept that He 

is real and then refuse to submit ourselves to 

Him. That is the worst thing of all. It is willful re-

jection. It is the most extreme kind of pride. It is 

literally the thing that got Satan kicked out of 

Heaven. 

       Satan, after all, is not an atheist. He is much 

closer to Jim. You might say he was the first Jim. 

And now Jim is following him, ever so comforta-

bly, ever so confidently, into Hell. 
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Great Gifts and Offering Thanks 

May 2018 

 Our Father in heaven sent His Son, Jesus, to be our 

savior. His atoning sacrifice is the firstfruits of all the 

dead, a pleasing aroma to His Father – and ours – so 

that His perfect life and death count for all who be-

lieve in Him.  

He claimed us as His own children in Holy Baptism. 

He sustains and strengthens our faith with His Holy 

Word and His Body and Blood. As new creatures, 

who have put on Christ, we bear good fruit. We do the 

good works prepared for us, which He makes known 

to us in His Word.  

By faith then, trusting in the Word of God, we do 

what he says because He does not lie and always 

keeps His promises. For “without faith it is impossible 

to please God, because anyone who comes to him 

must believe that he exists and that he rewards those 

who earnestly seek him” (Heb. 11:6).  

And so the Lord promises: “Honor the Lord with your 

wealth and with the firstfruits of all your produce; 

then your barns will be filled with plenty, and your 

vats will be bursting with wine” (Prov. 3:9-10).  

How do we honor the Lord with the wealth that God 

has given us in His generosity? By giving it generous-

ly to those whom the Lord has called us to love and 

support: your family, your society, and your church. 

And His promise is that in so doing, you will never 

lack. 

 I can almost hear it now: “But that’s from the Old 

Testament!” But our Lord Jesus Himself gives us sim-

ilar promises in the New Testament. He says, at the 

conclusion of the parable of the talents, “For to every-

one who has will more be given, and he will have an 

abundance” (Matt. 25:29).  

And then at the end of the parable of the dishonest 

manager, he says: “One who is faithful in a very little 

is also faithful in much, and one who is dishonest in a 

very little is also dishonest in much. If then you have 

not been faithful in the unrighteous wealth, who will 

entrust to you the true riches? And if you have not 

been faithful in that which is another’s, who will give 

you that which is your own? No servant can serve two 

masters, for either he will hate the one and love the 

other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the 

other. You cannot serve God and money” (Luke 16:10

–13).  

And in His sermon on the mount, he says: “Do not lay 

up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and 

rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal, but 

lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where nei-

ther moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not 

break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there 

your heart will be also” (Matt. 6:19–21). 

 We have become conditioned against these promises 

because of their misuse by the peddlers of the prosper-

ity gospel – the guys on TV who say you get rich by 

putting God in your debt. And thus, we miss out on 

the fact that God does reward temporal faithfulness in 

temporal matters with temporal blessings.  

It’s no quid pro quo. It’s all from God’s grace, His 

fatherly divine goodness and mercy. But those Bible 

passages just quoted do in fact say what they say! It’s 

not the Old Testament’s problem. It’s ours. It is al-

most as if we have become so jaded against this that 

we think it a virtue to be stingy with our offerings. 

 But our Father in heaven still loves to bless those who 

bless others. He loves to give to those who give freely 

and generously. In fact, he challenges us to challenge 

Him: “Bring the full tithe into the storehouse, that 

there may be food in my house. And thereby put me to 

the test, says the Lord of hosts, if I will not open the 

windows of heaven for you and pour down for you a 

blessing until there is no more need” (Mal. 3:10). 

 And so, while we don’t give so that we would get, we 

do receive from the Lord in order to give, and He will 

bless your giving with more receiving. For “He who 

did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, 

how will he not also with him graciously give us all 

things” (Rom. 8:32)? 

 

The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 
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May 1     Viola Reuer, Warren Kiehn, Cade Peterson, 

 Destiny Brennan 

May 3 Tom Koehn, Matthew Mueller,   

 Dominique Richardson 

May 5 Jacob Reuer  

May 6  Leroy Speckels  

May 7 Linda Palmer, Alyvia Larsen 

May 11 Tana Herrlein, Jovie Van Den Bosch,  

 Rainie Swanson 

May 12 Linda Mason 

May 13 Edward Swanson 

May 15 Ruth Williams 

May 17 Jamie DeHaai 

May 19 Gwen Dobberstein, Kyle Knippling 

May 20 Garret Chilson, Owen Engel 

May 21 Marilyn Harmon, Acacia Heth 

May 22 Barbara Powell 

May 23 Jennifer Kurtz 

May 24 Kristi Thompson, Dean DuVall 

May 25 Thomas Powell 

May 26 Dana Byre, Hilary Meagher 

May 28 Sherry Langle 

May 29 Nicole Osnes 

May 30 Patricia Schmiedt, Lee Brownell 

May 31 Marcheta Anderson 

 

 

 

 

 

May 1 Aileen Priebe, Daryle Fisher, Kenneth Anderson, 

 Steve Priebe, Wesley Priebe,  

 Nickolas Rosenberger 

May 3 Eugene Wagaman, Laurel Ketelhut 

May 4 Sutton Powers 

May 7 Ronda Klein 

May 8 Melodee Hargens 

May 9 Brianna Thompson 

May 10 Matthew Grussing 

May 11 Madison Harden 

May 13 William Bailey 

May 14 Brendon Thompson, Romero Perry, Zane Perry 

May 15 Katherine Mueller 

May 17 Todd Van Den Bosch 

May 18 Zachary Ristau 

May 21 Rory Peterson 

May 22 Brett Reimer, Dalton Mahrt 

May 23 Bradley Thompson 

May 24 Lori Engel, Holly Reis 

May 26 Cindy Wingert, Cade Peterson, Charles Totton 

May 27 Eugene Beck 

May 28 Gloria Anderson, Wylie Reimer, Corrina Hemmer 

May 29 Tana Herrlein 

May 31 Kruse Brennan 

 

 

 

 

 

 

May 1 Gregory & Terri Powell (36) 

May 5 Clayton & Kerry Waugh (6) 

May 13 Tom & Ginger Koehn (51) 

May 15 Tim & Shelly Engel (19) 

May 16 Lance & Koreena Strande (20) 

May 18 Darren & Molly Odens (33) 

May 22 Todd & Nancy Hansen (25) 

May 25 Wes & Linda Priebe (44) 

 Rod & Balinda Schmiedt (27) 
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Zion Lutheran Church 

314 South Main Street 

Chamberlain, SD 57325 

     RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH 

 

Pastor  Mark Mischnick 

Administrative Assistant Susan Swanson 

E-mail  zionlutheran@midstatesd.net 

Web Site  www.zionchamberlain.com 

Church Office (605) 234-9466 

 

President  Chisum Peterson 

Vice President Cade Peterson 

Secretary  Russ Lutter 

Treasurer  Todd Van Den Bosch 

Elders Joseph Mason, Kurt Kelsey,  

  Darrel DuVall, Charles Totton, 

  Rick Hargens, Greg Olson,  

  Charles Swanson, James Ristau 
 

Trustees Mark Klein, Tom Schmidt, 

  Ken Knutson 

Stewardship  Tom Schmidt 

Sunday School Supt Cindy Peterson 

 

 

MAY WORSHIP TIMES 
 

Sunday, Divine Service  9:00 AM 

Saturday, Divine Service   7:00 PM 

 

BIBLE STUDY 

Men’s Bible Study Thursday Morning 6:45 AM 
 

 

MEETINGS 

Elders Second Wednesday 7:00 PM 

Council  Second Wednesday 8:00 PM 
 

 

Lutheran Women’s Missionary League 

 First Wednesday  5:30 PM 

Chairman Ginger Koehn 734-5460 

Vice Chair Sharlene DuVall 894-4405 

Secretary Britini DeHaai 

Treasurer Connie Cleland 734-5487 

     

 

 

 

 


