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Join us for our 
Centennial and  

Circuit F Convocation  
Reformation Celebration! 

October 22, 2017 

 
 
 

The Day’s Schedule 
 
                             9 AM   Divine Service 
                                         LCMS First Vice President, Rev. Dr. Herbert C. Mueller, Jr.  
                                        “Salvation Comes to This House!” Luke 19:1-10 

        10:30 AM  Kaffee, Kuchen, und Konversation in der Kirche  
                           (Fellowship hall after the service with Rev. Dr. Mueller) 

 
        2 PM   “It’s Still All About Jesus!”  
                     Reformation presentation by LCMS First Vice President,  
                     Rev. Dr. Herbert C. Mueller, Jr. (followed by discussion and Q&A) 

 
        4 PM   Mitchell Circuit F Reformation Rally Service,  

                                        Rev. Dr. Herbert C. Mueller, Jr.    
                                       “Stop! It’s a Gift!" Romans 3:19-28  

 
        5 PM   “Deutsches Abendessen“   (German Dinner for you English speakers)                                                                                                    

m                                     Genuine German cuisine! 

                                         No charge, but a free will offering will be received. 
 

       6:30 PM    Konversation in der Kirche  
                                              (Fellowship hall after the meal with Rev. Dr. Mueller) 

 

Advance Reservations required; seating is limited. 
Please make your reservations by email (preferred) or phone.  

zionlutheran@midstatesd.net or 605-234-9466. 
State your name, the number of persons attending, and a contact number  

(cell phone preferred) in case of cancellation or change of plans. 
A waiting list may be employed if seats fill up.  

The deadline for reservations is October 13 by 2 pm! 
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October 2017 

 

My dear Friends at Zion and fellow members of the Body of Christ, 

We are here! The month of October has arrived. And it is still all about Jesus! Martin Luther rediscovered the 

Gospel of Jesus Christ found in the Bible and told the world about it on October 31, 1517, 500 years ago! Our 

ancestors (genetic and spiritual) brought that faith to this community 100 years ago this December! These are 

both causes for celebration and gratitude. I hope you have participated in this celebration through much of this 

year. If you haven’t I pray that you will join us in that continuing celebration especially this month. Take note 

of the special day we will have on October 22 and the events promoted elsewhere in this newsletter. 

Our theme for this year is Psalm 126:3, “The LORD has done great things for us, and we are filled with joy.” 

This reminds us that this celebration is not about us but rather about Him, Our God and Father of our Lord 

Jesus Christ. God alone rescued us from our misery by His Grace and Mercy in the sending of His Son Jesus 

to take our place. Jesus Christ alone is our salvation. We receive it through Faith alone which Scripture alone 

clearly teaches! Our hymn says it all: 648 Glorious Things of You Are Spoken 

Zion Lutheran Church 
 

Celebrating 100 years of God’s Grace 
 

“The Lord has done great things for us and we are filled with joy.”  
Psalm 126:3 NIV 

 

October 2017 

 

Continued on Page 3 

1 Glorious things of you are spoken, 
    Zion, city of our God; 
He whose word cannot be broken 
    Formed you for His own abode. 
On the Rock of Ages founded, 
    What can shake your sure repose? 
With salvation’s walls surrounded, 
    You may smile at all your foes. 

 

2 See, the streams of living waters, 
    Springing from eternal love, 
Well supply your sons and daughters 
    And all fear of want remove. 
Who can faint while such a river 
    Ever will their thirst assuage? 
Grace, which like the Lord, the giver, 
    Never fails from age to age. 

3 Round each habitation hov’ring, 
    See the cloud and fire appear 
For a glory and a cov’ring, 
    Showing that the Lord is near. 
Thus deriving from their banner 
    Light by night and shade by day, 
Safe they feed upon the manna 
    Which God gives them on their way. 

 

4 Savior, since of Zion’s city 
    I through grace a member am, 
Let the world deride or pity, 
    I will glory in Your name. 
Fading are the world’s vain pleasures,  
    All their boasted pomp and show; 
Solid joys and lasting treasures 
    None but Zion’s children know.     Public domain 
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So, what of these next hundred years? How shall we live? What shall we contribute 

to this great nation; this wonderful state and community? In answer, allow me to 

quote from our Amended Articles of Incorporation.  

“Article I. The name and title of this corporation shall be Zion Evangelical Lutheran 

Church of Chamberlain, South Dakota...  

“Article II. The purpose of this corporate body shall be to proclaim the Gospel and 

administer the Sacraments according to the confessional standard of the Lutheran 

Church.  

“Article III. This congregation acknowledges and accepts all the canonical books of 

the Old and New Testaments as the revealed Word of God, verbally inspired, and 

acknowledges and accepts all the Confessional Writings of the Lutheran Church 

contained in the Book of Concord of the year 1580, to be the true and genuine 

exposition of the doctrines of the Bible, the only source and norm of faith and life.” 

Along with Luther we could well say: “When Satan tells me I am a sinner (Law) he 

comforts me immeasurably, since Christ died for sinners (Gospel). 

And we should remember our vocation according to Luther in his plain spoken style: 

“The only reason we are living on earth is to help other people. Otherwise, it would 

be best if God choked us and let us die as soon as we are baptized and had begun to 

believe. But he allows us to live here so that we will bring other people to faith, just 

as he does for us.” 

In Christ, 

PastorMischnick 

                           Offertory  

“What shall I render to the Lord?” Truth is, we have nothing to render him. We 

brought nothing into this world, and we will take nothing with us when we depart. 

As Jesus so poignantly tells us, our treasures are already stored up for us in heaven 

(Matt. 6:19-21). There is, however, an offering that we do make, both now in our 

worship and one day in heaven itself. It is the sacrifice of thanksgiving as we call on 

the name of the Lord (Ps. 116:17). 

In the Apology to the Augsburg Confession (Article 24), this eucharistic sacrifice is 

carefully distinguished from the propitiatory sacrifice of Christ. The sacrifice for sins 

belongs to him alone. 

Every time we try to grab that honor for ourselves, we come up short — very short. 

But when we recognize our rightful place — that we are on the receiving end of 

God's merciful goodness — then the sacrifice of thanksgiving cannot help but pour 

forth from our lips as we give our thanks to the One who gave everything for us. 

The giving of our firstfruits, whether it is money or possessions, time or talents, is 

also a part of this sacrifice of thanksgiving. Our mouths cannot remain separated 

from the rest of our bodies. If the thanksgiving is flowing from our lips, then it will 

also find expression in the giving of our very selves for the sake of Christ and the 

neighbor. 
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Zion Lutheran Church 

Council  

Date: September 13, 2017 
 

 The September meeting of the Zion Lutheran 

Church Council was held on September 13, 2017.  In 

addition to Pastor Mischnick, council members present 

were:  Chisum Peterson, Tim Bakken, Darrel DuVall, 

Todd Van Den Bosch, Mark Klein, Joe Mason, Greg 

Olson, Charles Swanson and Charles Totton. 

 The meeting was called to order by Chisum Peterson 

at 8:10 pm.   

 Pastor Mischnick opened the meeting with prayer. 

Secretary’s Report was made available by Russ Lutter.  

Motion to approve Secretary’s Report was made by Tim 

Bakken and seconded by Charles Totton. 

 The financial report was presented by Todd Van 

Den Bosch.   

Balances: 

Beginning:     $5,572.42 

Ending:     $3935.61 

Outstanding Bills: 

Chilson HVAC   $292.95 

CFC bill:    $45.02 

Chamberlain Wholesale:  $63.26 

Office Products:   $247.03 

Variety Plus:    $3.17 

Midstate…:    $87.51 

Byre Bros    $31.95 

Concordia PH – annual plan  $575.00 

Concordia PH – SS material  $962.20 

Concordia PH – envelopes  $431.29 

Concordia PH – Portals pray  $62.50 

Concordia PH – Portals pray-RB $62.50 

SD District LCMS, Lutheran Witness$1736.00 
 

Special Funds: 

Audio    $659.70 

Building   $13,228.92 

Memorial   $9,485.49 

Thrivent Choice  $4393.59 

Deposit: 

Lifetouch:    $543 

Motion passed to approve Treasurer’s report and pay 

outstanding bills was made by Greg Olson and seconded 

by Joe Mason. 
 

Pastor/Elders’ Report  

• Regency and Sanford Services conducted, may need 

to adjust now that confirmation class is at 11:20 

• Baptism conducted 

• Wedding conducted 

• Sunday School teachers meeting held 

• 2 Circuit  activities conducted 

• Attended Life Team’s Gender event 
 

Trustees Report 

• Discussed snow removal parameters for bid process 

• Blower motor mount being repaired for HVAC af-

fecting Pastor’s office and classroom 
 

Life Team 

• Pastor Caleb Schewe came to speak to teenagers and 

their parents from our community and neighboring 

churches with topic titled, “Male and Female He 

Created Them” on Sunday September 10th from 5-

7pm. Approximately 40 in attendance.  
 

ZAP 

• History books have arrived and are being distribut-

ed. More available to purchase – contact Susan. 

Books will be sent to Synod headquarters at St Lou-

is, former pastors, Cozard Library. 
 

Old Business 

• Luther Movie event partially sponsored by Zion is 

weekend of Sept 23 and 24 at State Theater. 

• “Engaging your community” event at Wolsey Sept 

30 has room for more attendance. Motion made by 

Charles Swanson and seconded by Charles Totton to 

pay $100 at registration for the event covering up to 

4 attendees. 
 

New Business 

• Motion made by Tim Bakken and seconded by Joe 

Mason to schedule a special voters meeting Oct 15 

immediately after service for circuit nominations 

and concerns. 

• Reminder for Lutheran Early Response Training 

participation scheduled for September 16 in Pierre. 

• Church computer issues discussed. 

• Motion made by Charles Totton and seconded by 

Greg Olson to provide the Zion Scholarship to Titus 

Utech, vicar from Ft. Wayne Seminary 

• Discussion held concerning authentic German meal 

planned for October 22. 

• Reminder of Annual Voters Meeting scheduled for 

November 19, 2017 at 11:30. 
 

 Next meeting will be Wednesday, October 11th, 

2017, at 8:00 pm. 
 

Motion to adjourn was made by Greg and seconded by 

Joe.  Meeting adjourned at 9:45 pm. 
 

We closed with Devotion. 
 

Respectfully submitted,  

Darrel DuVall, substituted for Church Council Secretary 
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Does the Lutheran Reformation  

Have a Future? 

By President Matthew Harrison 

Five hundred years ago this month, 32-year-old Martin 

Luther lived as a monk in Wittenberg. He earned his 

doctorate and soon began lecturing on the Psalms and 

Romans and would eventually preach well over 2,000 

sermons in the City Church before he died in 1546. 

What began with Luther studying and lecturing on 

Scripture eventually led to an explosion that rocked the 

Christian world and continues to do so. That explosion 

can be summarized by the three “solas” — that salva-

tion is free by grace alone, apprehended by faith alone 

and believed from “Scripture alone.” 

As we approach the 500th anniversary of the Refor-

mation in 2017, you will increasingly see reports of 

what Luther and his message meant and means today. 

So what is the Reformation? Hermann Sasse described 

it as an episode in the history of the Church. It is fore-

most about the Church of Jesus Christ. “All [other] at-

tempts to explain the Reformation are abortive . . . be-

cause they do not approach the Reformation from that 

point of view from which alone it can be understood—

from the point of view of the reality of the 

church” [Sasse, Here We Stand(Harper, 1938), p. 50]. 

What’s going on with the Church today? Liberal Prot-

estantism is collapsing worldwide. Rome is busy nu-

ancing its image with a very active pope, yet also 

churning out new indulgences as though there had nev-

er been a Reformation. The Lutheran World Federation 

(LWF) and liberal American and European Lutherans 

are busy reinterpreting the Reformation as though it 

were the impetus for the full and final acceptance of 

homosexuality, bi-sexuality, trans-genderism, etc., in 

the church. The LWF has a full-scale “hermeneutics” 

project to convince Lutherans in the Southern Hemi-

sphere that the Bible doesn’t really mean what it means 

or that it may mean something different in the South 

than in the North, and we all should just let it mean 

what it means to each of us and be happy about it. 

Fortunately, many in the South are not buying it. As an 

episode in church history, this anniversary of the 

Reformation may be part of the greatest revival of the 

Church and certainly the Lutheran Church since the 

Reformation itself. We in the LCMS have so many re-

quests for dialogue, partnership and church fellowship 

that we can’t keep up. These are from huge churches 

like the Mekane Yesus of Ethiopia and smaller but sub-

stantial churches in Ukraine and Norway and else-

where. What do these churches want? How 

do they interpret the Reformation? Sola gratia. Sola 

fide. Sola scriptura! They want the Gospel. They want 

clear Lutheran teaching, based squarely on the clear 

Scriptures. 

The real story of the Reformation is about the march of 

the Church of Jesus Christ in the face of impossible 

odds — thirsting for Christ and His means of grace, 

trusting in the Bible as God’s inerrant Word, struggling 

in the North but growing tremendously in the South. 

The Lord’s Church is one church, facing Islam and sec-

ularism — strong in the weakness of Christ, confident 

of eternal life. 

The Reformation was a movement of repentance. The 

first thesis of the 95 Theses reads: “When our Lord and 

master Jesus Christ said ‘repent,’ he willed that the en-

tire life of the Christian be one of repentance.” There is 

much to repent of in our lives: greed, impure thoughts, 

gossip, faithlessness. There is much to repent of as a 

church: shoddy Communion practice; lack of responsi-

ble visitation; gossip; second-rate preaching; inade-

quate teaching of the faith (e.g., one-day instruction 

classes to join the church); poor relationships among 

church staff; lack of care for pastors and church work-

ers; lack of Bible class attendance; poor Bible class 

preparation; disdain for our magnificent Lutheran Con-

fessions; lack of outreach and visitation of members 

and prospective members; lack of zeal for outreach and 

sharing the marvelous Gospel of Christ with our un-

churched and dechurched neighbors. “Repent!” (See 

Matt. 3:1ff.; 4:17ff.) 

Does this make you angry? Have you nothing to repent 

of? When I write these things, I think of my own horrid 

guilt, not yours. Perhaps a dose of Reformation theolo-

gy would do us both good. Here’s what Luther wrote to 

his friend Spenlein in April 1516: “Beware of aspiring 

to such purity that you will not wish to be looked upon 

as a sinner, or to be one. For Christ dwells only in sin-

ners”                                                                                                     

If “Christ dwells only in sinners,” you’d better be one. 

The future of the Church does not depend upon us sin-

ners. The Reformation has a future. Even more, the 

Church has a future because, as Sasse noted, Jesus 

Christ has a future. 



October 2017 Zion Lutheran Newsletter  Page 6

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Preacher for October 22 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rev. Dr. Herbert C. Mueller Jr. First Vice-President  

As first vice-president and a member of the Praesidium of 

The Lutheran Church— Missouri Synod (LCMS), the Rev. 

Dr. Herbert C. Mueller Jr. serves to assist the president in 

carrying out his responsibilities and oversees the colloquy 

program. Mueller was first elected to this position in 2010 

and was re-elected in 2013 and 2016.   Previously, Mueller 

served as president of the LCMS Southern Illinois District 

(1994-2010). Prior to that, he held district offices from 1988 

to 1994, including serving as secretary, second vice-

president and first vice-president. Between 1979 and 1994, 

he served as a pastor at Mount Calvary Lutheran Church, 

Chicago; Zion Lutheran Church, Bethalto, Ill.; and Immanuel 

Lutheran Church, Waterloo, Ill. A native of Grand Forks, 

N.D., Mueller graduated from Concordia University, Ann 

Arbor, Mich., in 1973; the former Concordia Senior College, 

Fort Wayne, Ind., in 1975; and Concordia Seminary, St. 

Louis, Mo., in 1979. Mueller received an honorary Doctor of 

Divinity from Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne 

in 2012. Mueller served on the LCMS Commission on 

Ministerial Growth and Support from 1998 to 2007, the 

Synod Colloquy Committee from 1999 to 2000 and the 

Council of Presidents Program Committee from 2003 to 

2009. Between 1997 and 2010, Mueller participated in six 

mission trips to southern Africa. Mueller and his wife, Faith, 

live in Waterloo, Ill., and are members of St. Paul’s Lutheran 

Church in Columbia, Ill. They have two grown sons, one 

grown daughter and four grandchildren.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

October Schedule 

Saturday, September 30 Rowan Lulf 
Sunday, October 1  Brynn Mahrt 

Saturday, October 7  Megan Marone 
Sunday, October 8  Emily Shepherd 

Saturday, October 14 Jack Swanson 
Sunday, October 15  Cora Lutter 

Sunday, October 22  Kaylee Larson 

Saturday, October 28 Cora Lutter 
Sunday, October 29  Bryce Reuer 
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Interacting with the Scriptures 

by Rev. Dr. Jonathan Mumme 

With Gutenberg’s invention of movable type printing 

and waxing literacy especially among the urban popu-

lation, Christian interaction with the Bible entered a 

new phase in the Reformation era. In this, Martin Lu-

ther played a direct hand, not only with his translation 

of the Bible, but also with his introductions to the var-

ious books of the Bible. 

Luther came to his task as translator of the Bible and 

publisher of biblical introductions by way of his dual 

vocations of university professor and city preacher. As 

an introduction to a series of sermons written in the 

same year that he would publish a first translation of 

the New Testament along with prefaces (1522), Luther 

gave preachers, hearers of sermons, and eventually 

readers of the Bible “A Brief Instruction on What to 

Look For and Expect in the Gospels.” 

The first thing to note about the interacting with the 

gospels (that is the accounts of the Evangelists Mat-

thew, Mark, Luke, and John) is that the each of these, 

as indeed other writings of the New and Old Testa-

ments, has to do with the Gospel. “One should thus 

realize that there is only one gospel, but that it is it is 

described by many apostles.” Thus, in the writings of 

the evangelists and in other writings of the Sacred 

Scriptures, one is to seek and expect “nothing else 

than a discourse or story about Christ. … telling who 

he is, what he did, said, and suffered.” This singular 

gospel in a nutshell has to do with the Son of God be-

coming man, suffering, dying, being raised, and being 

established as Lord over all things. 

This “joyful, good, and comforting ‘message’” deliv-

ers Christ as a gift. Luther seems to guess (and one 

might add – guess rightly – given how fallen human 

beings are hardwired) that people are most inclined to 

be looking for a main message of the Scriptures that 

can be classified “example”, something that stands as 

a guide to be followed and a code of rules to be 

obeyed. Even Christian human beings are inclined to 

make the gospels into a guide and behavioral code. 

However, primarily and essentially, the gospel pre-

sents and delivers Christ as a gift “that God has given 

you and that is your own. This means that when you 

see or hear of Christ doing or suffering something, 

you do not doubt that Christ himself, with his deeds 

and suffering, belongs to you. On this you may de-

pend as surely as if you had done it yourself; indeed as 

if you were Christ himself.” With Christ so received 

as gift, and with heart and conscience happy and se-

cure, the Christian also can receive Christ as an exam-

ple, which will exercise the Christian and make him or 

her a gift to fellow human beings. 

Luther, the preacher become Bible translator, never 

lost sight of the fact that Christ delivered as a gift, 

even in an age of printing and growing literacy, was 

fundamentally affected by preaching. When he gave 

his brief instruction in 1522 on what to look for and 

expect in the gospels he was doing this for a series of 

sermons on the gospel lessons for the weeks of Ad-

vent and Christmas. The gospel, he notes, “should re-

ally not be something written, but a spoken word 

which brought forth the Scriptures, …” Christ’s gos-

pel is “good news or proclamation that is spread not 

by pen but by word of mouth.” In preaching, which is 

related to and leads to profitable reading of the Scrip-

tures, Christ can be and is fully gift in a unique way. 

“For the preaching of the gospel is nothing other than 

Christ coming to us, or we being brought to him.” It is 

on the receiving end of Christ-gifting preaching that 

the Christian is resourced to further proper and profit-

able interaction with the Scriptures. 

The Rev. Dr. Jonathan Mumme is Assistant Professor 

of Theology at Concordia University-Wisconsin in 

Mequon, Wis.  
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LWML General Meeting—September 6, 2017 
The LWML meet on Wednesday, September 6th with 3 
members present. There were not enough members to 
conduct a business meeting.  
Connie Cleland presented the Treasurers report. 
The Annual Potato Bake was discussed as to whether or 
not to hold it again this year. This topic will be discussed 
at the October 4th meeting. 
Election of officers will also be held at the next meeting. 
Treasurer and Vice President are the offices up for elec-
tion.  
Susan Swanson attended the LWML Convention in Al-
buquerque in June. She brought back the new DVD Bi-
ble study by Donna Pyle. Peter...from Fisherman to 
Fisher of Men.  
The LWML Chamberlain Zone Rally will be held on 
October 7th at Zion Lutheran in Presho. Registration 
will begin at 9:30 a.m, The Rev. Dr. will present a pro-
gram on Katie Luther.  
LWML Sunday will be observed on October 7 & 7. 
The next LWML meeting will be held October 4th at 
5:30 p.m. Plan to attend.  
Submitted by Susan Swanson 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LWML SD District 

2017 Fall Christian Life 
Workshop 

“Marriage and Family: 
God’s Plan” 

Presented by Rev. Dan Domke 

Registration begins at 9:30 am 

Workshop to conclude by 3:00 pm 

Friday, October 6—St. John’s Lutheran, Yankton 
Saturday, October 7—Our Savior Lutheran,  
Aberdeen 

LWML Financial Report 
June, July and August 2017 

Meeting Date 9/6/2017 
 

Beginning Balance from Last report     2,009.74                                    
Centennial Funds Allocation                   500.00                                                                         
Funds in Bank                                       2,509.74                                                                 
 

Total Income for June:      298.92 
                            July:         79.65 
                            Aug        289.40                                                                                            
        +667.97 
 

Expenditures:  May Mites     72.10 
                        June Mites     55.20 
                        July Mites      17.90 
                Convention          100.00 
           Centennial Picnic      500.00 
           Kitchen Expenses     190.23                                                                                            
          -935.43 
 

Ending Bank Balance                            $2,242.28                                                                     
 

Scholarship funds:  Beginning Balance  $700.16 
                                June Interest                    .02 
                                 July Interest                    .02 
                                Aug Interest                     .02 
                                Ending Balance        $700.22 
 

Outstanding Bills to be paid:    
Susan Swanson /Convention/Bible Study DVD  
      $307.04 
Sunshine foods                                                   17.02 
USPS/Postage                                                      9.80 
SD District LWML Aug/mites                          45.50 
                                                                         379.36                                                 
 
                                                                             

LWML Chamberlain Zone 

FALL RALLY 

OCTOBER 7, 2017 

9:30 AM—Registration 

Zion Lutheran, Presho 
Celebration of the 500

th
 Anniversary of the 

Reformation  
The Rev. Dr. George Williams will have  

presentation on Katie Luther 
 

Women are encouraged to wear hats, dress, and/or 
jewelry from the 40’s. 

Ingathering will be taken for the  Missouri Crisis 
Center, Chamberlain.  

You may bring: shampoo, soap, deodorant, toddler 
diapers or baby wipes. 

 

October LWML Sunday Groups 

Sunday, October 1—Group 3 

Sunday, October 8—Group 4 

Sunday, October 15—Group 5 

Sunday, October 22—Group 6 

Sunday, October 29—Group 7 



October 2017 Zion Lutheran Newsletter  Page 9

 Continued on Page 10 

“Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in  

Your Word” 

by Rev. Dr. Mark Birkholz 

Luther’s Reformation hymn, “Lord, Keep Us 
Steadfast in Your Word” (LSB 655) is one of his 
best known compositions.  When it was pub-
lished in 1542, it appeared with the subtitle, “A 
Children’s Hymn, to be Sung Against the Two 
Archenemies of Christ and His Holy Church, the 
Pope and Turk.” What was going on for Luther to 
write such a hymn? 

Luther and the Reformers’ theological conflict 

with the various popes is well-known.  The politi-
cal conflict between the Holy Roman Empire, to 
which the Reformers and their princes belonged, 
and the Turkish Ottoman Empire was also a sig-
nificant factor during the time of the Reformation. 

In Luther’s day the Turks controlled not only 
much of the Middle East and North Africa, they 
also held land in southeastern Europe (modern 
day Greece, Bulgaria, Romania, and the Bal-
kans).  In the early 1500’s there were a series of 
battles in Austria and Hungary between the Turks 
and the Holy Roman Empire.  The siege of Vien-
na in the autumn of 1529 led to the decision of 
Emperor Charles V to call the Diet of Augsburg to 
unite the Holy Roman Empire against threat of 
Turkish invasion. 

In 1541 there were two additional battles be-
tween the Holy Roman Empire and the Ottoman 
Turks, which led Luther to pen this hymn.  The 
army of the Holy Roman Empire was defeated at 
Budapest in August, and the imperial fleet was 
largely destroyed near Algiers in October. 

Luther felt like he was surrounded by enemies—
both the forces of the pope and the Turk.  He 
wrote an appeal for the people to pray against 
the Turks (Vermahnung zum Gebet wider den 
Türken, LW 43:213-42), and he wrote “Lord, 
Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word” to encourage 
them in the face of their enemies.  The second 
line of the hymn originally read, “Restrain the 
murderous Pope and Turk” (Und steur des Papst 
und Türken Mord).  The translation was later re-
vised to “Curb those who by deceit or sword,” to 
include all the enemies of the church. 

Here is the translation of the text, as it appears in 
the Lutheran Service Book: 

Lord, keep us steadfast in your Word, 

Curb those who by deceit or sword 

Would wrest the kingdom from your Son 

And bring to naught all he has done. 

This hymn is written in a threefold, Trinitarian for-
mat.  This first verse is an appeal to God the Fa-
ther to preserve us by His Word, rather than by 
the force of arms.  God never promises us victory 
in battle over our enemies.  Pearl Harbor and the 
9/11 attacks are reminders that there will be 
times when our enemies may triumph over us as 
a nation.  Luther does not lead his people to pray 
for the imperial armies or for victory in battle, but 
for God to sustain His people by His Word, come 
what may. 

Lord Jesus Christ, your pow’r make known, 

For you are Lord of lords alone; 

Defend your holy Church that we 

May sing your praise triumphantly. 

In the second verse Luther emphasizes the ulti-
mate authority of Jesus Christ with the title “Lord 
of lords” (Rev 17:14; 19:16).   He is Lord over all 
emperors, kings, presidents, or rulers of any 
kind.  The original German of the third line actual-
ly refers to the church not as “holy” but as 
“poor” (arme).  We are in constant need of the 
help that only Jesus can give, and His rescue of 
His people always leads to praise and thanksgiv-
ing. 

O Comforter of priceless worth, 

Send peace and unity on earth; 

Support us in our final strife 

And lead us out of death to life. 

The final verse calls on the Holy Spirit to send 
unity to the people of God, so that we work to-
gether and are not divided in the face of opposi-
tion.  Our greatest struggle is not against any 
earthly power, but against death itself (1 Cor 
15:36).  No matter what happens in this world, 
we trust in the Holy Spirit to raise us from the 
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dead and give to us eternal life.  As Luther wrote 
in his explanation of the third article of the 
Apostles’ Creed, “On the Last Day [the Holy Spir-
it] will raise me and all the dead, and give eternal 
life to me and all believers in Christ.” (SC III:3) 

The Ottoman Empire is long gone, but the church 
is still surrounded by enemies, from false teach-
ers who would lead us from Christ, to political 
forces that seek to destroy us.  As we face grow-
ing violence and terror around us, Luther’s hymn, 
“Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word” reminds 
us to turn to the Lord in the Holy Scriptures and 
trust in Jesus Christ as the Lord of lords who has 
won the victory over all of our enemies, and who 
will give us victory over death in the resurrection 
on the Last Day. 

The Rev. Dr. Mark Birkholz is pastor of Faith 
Evangelical Lutheran Church, Oak Lawn, Ill.  

 

 

 

 

NEW WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

The Women’s Bible Study will begin meeting on 

Tuesday October 17, at 8:00 AM in the Bible study 

room.   We will begin with the Bible Study course, 

“They Met Jesus”.  This study looks at what it meant 

in the lives of various people in the Bible to have met 

Jesus face to face.  The first lesson looks at the en-

counter of Jesus and the man blind from birth, as found 

in John 9:1-41. Future people in the series are: Simeon, 

Anna, John the Baptist, The Pharisee and the Woman; 

the Centurion, A Ruler and Zacchaeus, James and 

John, Peter, Pilate, Philip and Thomas. 

The format will be a power point lesson presentation 

with study sheets provided.  Please bring your Bibles; 
an option is to bring a three-ring binder if you wish to 
use the study sheets.  These lessons can be completed 
in one session, so anyone can come at any time and not 

feel they’ve gotten behind in the study.  

 

 

 

 
Giving and Getting 

 
Winston Churchill reportedly said that “we make a 
living by what we get, but we make a life by what we 
give.” According to Churchill then, our lives are de-
fined less by what we have gotten, and more by what 
we give away.  
 
Our Lord’s life is defined in this way. He gave com-
pletely of Himself for us. He became man for us. He 
taught the truth of God’s Word. He healed those with 
many and various diseases. He died the death that we 
deserve because of sin. He gave of Himself in order to 
save us from sin, death, and hell. And so, it is that by 
giving completely of Himself, He got for Himself us, 
making us citizens of His eternal kingdom by grace.  
 
As it was for Jesus, so it is also for us. We get more 
from giving than we do from simply getting. For giving 
softens our hearts and frees us from the grip which 
the worries of this world and making a living has on 
us. For when we are singularly focused on making a 
living, we are singularly focused on what we get. That 
mindset begins to bleed into all areas of our lives—our 
relationships with friends and family, with neighbors 
and coworkers, and with the Lord. It shifts our focus 
from asking the question—How can I be a friend, fam-
ily member, neighbor, and servant to others—to ask-
ing the question—what have they done for me lately. 
We become more selfish instead of selfless.  
 
But when we give, we do not have less, we have more 
because when we give we join in the bond of friend-
ship and family, the bond of service to those around 
us out of love for them. And love is the fulfillment of 
the Law. It is the nature of God Himself, for God is 
Love. Thus we are reflecting the divine nature. As Je-
sus said “It is more blessed to give than to re-
ceive” (Acts 20:35).   
 
The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 
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Meditatio 

by Rev. Travis Berg 

For most of us, meditation seems to be antithetical to 

orthodox Christianity. We associate it with techniques 

like deep breathing, posture, and the recitation of 

words without content. The introduction of Eastern 

religions into Western thought, especially during the 

1960’s period of American history, has formed our 

preconceptions about what meditation is. 

But the Latin word meditatio means “a thinking over, 

contemplation, dwelling upon.” For the Christian, 

meditation is thinking. Thinking involves content. The 

Christian is not trying to extinguish his critical capaci-

ties by meditation or clear his mind; on the contrary, 

the Christian seeks to use his intellect in order to un-

derstand the Word of God. Here, the intellect or rea-

son is to be used in its ministerial or serving 

sense.  Justifying faith presupposes the historical 

knowledge of the Gospel. As Paul says in Romans 10: 

“And how shall they believe in Him of whom they 

have not heard?” Of course, a mere historical 

knowledge is not justifying faith. Don’t even the de-

mons possess that? As you can see, intellectual appre-

hension is not the goal, but it is the means to the end. 

The Holy Spirit works faith in the heart through the 

knowledge grasped by the head. This is why we pray 

in the general prayers of our church: “Help all who 

hear the Word rightly to understand and truly to be-

lieve it.” 

How does one meditate upon the Scriptures? Martin 

Luther wrote, “You should meditate . . . by actually 

repeating and comparing oral speech and literal words 

of the book, reading and rereading them with diligent 

attention and reflection, so that you may see what the 

Holy Spirit means by them.” 

Repetition is the key. There is an old Missouri Synod 

Bible reference book which very correctly states: 

“One careful reading will give you only one fourth of 

the lesson. It will enable you to summarize, to give the 

main thought.”[6] Carefully read the portion of Scrip-

ture at least four or five times. Then answer certain 

questions about the text. These questions are as fol-

lows: who, where, when, and what happened. Who are 

the principle biblical figures involved? Where is this 

history taking place? When is this history happening? 

What is a short summary of the entire history? 

Then, from your close reading, discover what the his-

tory entails. What is the problem? Obviously, the 

problem will always be sin, but sin is never abstract. 

Is it the sin of pride? Is it lust or hatred? Or are God’s 

people suffering under the tyrannical hand of a des-

pot? 

Then ask, “What is the climax or turning point?” How 

does our Lord solve this particular problem of sin? 

Does He send a prophet to preach repentance, like Na-

than to David? Does He work mighty miracles, like 

He did for Gideon? Does He punish, as He did with 

the ten plagues? 

Finally, what is the resolution? Is there repentance and 

faith, as there was for Nineveh or Nebuchadnezzar? Is 

there a hardening of the heart, as there was for Phar-

aoh? Is there rescue and relief, as there was for the 

children of Israel? 

After all of this work is done, then we can finally ask: 

What is the Holy Spirit trying to teach us through His 

Word? How can we find out? One way to find out is 

to view the lesson through the lens of Luther’s Small 

Catechism. Is God threatening to punish due to the 

transgression of His Law? Is our God comforting us 

with the blessed promise of a Savior? Is God teaching 

us how to pray, as He does in the Psalms? Or do we 

see God giving grace through means, thus strengthen-

ing our faith in the means of grace, Holy Baptism, and 

the Lord’s Supper? Is God depicting our duties as fa-

thers, mothers, sons, daughters, husbands, wives, or 

workers? 

Meditation upon the Scriptures takes a bit of time, but 

it is well worth the effort. May God bless your reading 

of Scripture and your meditation upon it! 

 The Rev. Travis Berg is pastor of St. Paul’s Lutheran 

Church, Latimer, Iowa. 
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October 1    Kevin Olesen, Wendy Swanson 

October 3 Alison Mosel 

October 4 Abbey Randall 

October 5 Eric Weeman, Spencer Hansen 

October 6 Kurt Kelsey  

October 7 Lance Strande, Colton Bairey 

October 8 Shirley Bailey, Steve Mueller 

October 10 Cody Smith Jr. 

October 11 Wayne Monson, Will Reis,  

 Kami Van Den Bosch, Colt Adams 

October 12 Joel Bowers 

October 14 Lori Lafferty 

October 15 Todd Hansen, Brianna Thompson, 

 Cora Kenobbie  

October 16 Russell Bailey  

October 17 Dale Swanson 

October 18 Donna Thompson, Elizabeth Omanson 

October 19 Gene Schmiedt, Doreen Priebe 

October 21 Evelyn Powell 

October 22 Ashley Engel 

October 24 Steven Natvig, Bill Kurtz,  

October 25 Dave Marone 

October 26 Renae Bunker, Amanda Mahnke 

October 28 Beverly Fisher, Mindy Cleland 

October 29 Pam Bryan, Payton Geppert 

October 31 Sheena Larsen, Brianna Kelly 

 

 

 

 

October 1    Hollie Taber, Ashley Swanson 

October 2    Wendy Swanson, Hilary Meagher,  

 Blake Meagher, Morgan Meagher 

October 4 Jordan Swanson, Rainie Swanson 

October 6 Serenity Blasius 

October 9 Sally Steinfeld, Clayton Waugh 

October 11 Quin Peterson 

October 12 Shirley Bailey, Clara Lutter 

October 13 Lee DeHaai, Darren Mosel 

October 14 Lucas Palmer 

October 15 Val Mosel 

October 17 Becky Walker 

October 19 Robert Heth 

October 20 Tyler Odens 

October 21 Rodney Reuer 

October 22 Larry Cleland, Karen Smith, Aspen Hansen, 

 Cash Adams, Colt Adams, Chrome Peterson 

October 23 Leslie Meyer 

October 25 Lori Dolezal 

October 26 David Cleland 

October 27 Averie Larson 

October 29 Charles Swanson 

October 30 Frank Bailey, Taylor Schmiedt 

 

 

 

 

October 1  Lowell & Colleen Swanson (34) 

October 2 Billy & Jaimee Keiner (18) 

October 9   Chad & Emily Swanson (7) 

October 10 JD & Becky Hansen (2) 

October 11 Rod & Wendy Peterson (47) 

October 13 Katie & Matthew Wiederrich (5) 

October 14 Keith & Leslie Reuer (28) 

October 15 Johnny & Ellen Reis (67) 

October 17 Justin & Pam Bryan (36) 

October 18 Will & Pam Reis (37) 

October 23 Rick & Melodee Hargens (35) 

October 29 Todd & Kami Van Den Bosch (12) 

October 30 Val & Jancie Mosel (47) 
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Zion Lutheran Church 

314 South Main Street 

Chamberlain, SD 57325 

     RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH 

 

Pastor  Mark Mischnick 

Administrative Assistant Susan Swanson 

E-mail  zionlutheran@midstatesd.net 

Web Site  www.zionchamberlain.com 

Church Office (605) 234-9466 

 

President  Chisum Peterson 

Vice President Cade Peterson 

Secretary  Russ Lutter 

Treasurer  Todd Van Den Bosch 

Elders Tim Bakken, Joseph Mason,  

  Kurt Kelsey, Darrel DuVall,  

  Charles Totton, Rick Hargens, 

  Greg Olson, Charles Swanson 
 

Trustees Mark Klein, Tom Schmidt 

Stewardship  Tom Schmidt 

Sunday School Supt Cindy Peterson 

 

 

 

OCTOBER WORSHIP TIMES 
 

Sunday, Divine Service  9:00 AM 

Saturday, Divine Service   7:00 PM 

 

BIBLE STUDY 

Men’s Bible Study Thursday orning 6:45 AM 

Adult Bible Study Tuesday Evening 7:00 PM 

 

 

MEETINGS 

Elders Second Wednesday 7:00 PM 

Council  Second Wednesday 8:00 PM 

 

 
 

Lutheran Women’s Missionary League 

 First Wednesday  5:30 PM 

Chairman Ginger Koehn 734-5460 

Vice Chair Sharlene DuVall 894-4405 

Secretary Gloria Anderson  234-5373 

Treasurer Connie Cleland 734-5487 

     

 

 

 


