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September, 2017 

 

 

My Dear Fellow Lutherans, 

 No “lazy bellies” allowed! This was a chapter title in the first edition of Lutheranism 101 published by Concordia 

Publishing House and which some of you have. The Lutheran question then is: “What does this mean?” Before the 

Reformation most teaching happened in the church or in the home. To make teaching God’s Word easier, Luther wrote 

the Small Catechism as a summary of the basic teachings of the Bible and as a tool for the head of the household 

to teach his family the basics of the Christian faith found in the Bible. Luther also wrote a Large Catechism for pastors 

to help them preach and teach their people. Martin Luther used the term “lazy bellies” to those (Christians and pastors) 

who regarded the catechism as a poor, common teaching. He wrote: “Therefore, for God’s sake I beg such lazy bellies 

or arrogant saints to be persuaded and believe that they are truly, truly not so learned or such great doctors as they 

imagine!” He noted: “Even if they know and understand the catechism perfectly (which, however, is impossible in 

this life), there are still many benefits and fruits to be gained, if it is daily read and practiced in thought and 

speech” (LC Preface 9). 

 Are you a lazy belly or an arrogant saint? If you can’t find your copy of The Small Catechism within a few minutes 

of reading this then perhaps you are! Find it! Read it! Daily! PLEASE!  In this anniversary year for Zion and the Lutheran 

Reformation I am encouraging ALL of you to be engaged with the three important books of the Lutheran faith: Your Bible, 

Small Catechism, and Hymnal. If you can’t find or don’t have any of these, then find or purchase the missing one right 

now. If you can’t afford one or the other or don’t know where to get one, then contact me. I will see that you have the 

missing book(s). So, in summary, let me challenge you to 1) find your catechism and read a portion of it daily, 2) obtain or 

find your own Lutheran Service Book and use it in your home daily, and 3) take up the challenge of Rev. Bart Day in this 

newsletter and read a portion of the Bible each day. You will be blessed if you do any of these three. 

 Two thirds of 2017 is already behind us! We have three centennial services behind us and two remaining. The 

next is combined with our Quincentenary (or Quincentennial) celebration of the Reformation on October 22 this year. 

What a special year this is! Five centuries since the Reformation of the church began with the rediscovery of the Gospel, 

AND one century since Zion was established here in Chamberlain! The following will help you prepare as the 

Reformation celebration approaches. 

The Men’s Bible study or the evening group study on Martin Luther and the Reformation 

The showing of the new Luther film, “Martin Luther: The Idea that Changed the World” 

The articles in this newsletter  and the next two 

The links on our website for the above movie and Reformation 2017 

Zion Lutheran Church 
 

Celebrating 100 years of God’s Grace 
 

“The Lord has done great things for us and we are filled with joy.”  
Psalm 126:3 NIV 

 

SEPTEMBER 2017 

 

Continued on Page 2 
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Within this newsletter are more articles for your edification and below is the next installment of 

our explanation of our liturgy in the hymnbook, The Creed. 

Your Under-shepherd in Christ, 

Pastor Mischnick 

Creed 

In the course of his earthly ministry, Jesus put this hard question to his disciples, “Who 
do you say that I am?” He wasn't asking for the opinions of the crowds. He wanted a 
confession of faith. 
 
In reality, this confession is no different than the confession of sins. In both, we 
acknowledge that what God has said is true. When we confess our sins, we 
acknowledge the truth that God speaks about us — that we are sinners. When we 
confess the faith of the church in the creed, our confession speaks about God — who 
he is and what he has done. 
 
In every age, the same question is put to the church: who do you say that I am? As we 
open our mouths and begin, “I believe in God, the Father Almighty ...,” we confess a 
profound truth that has passed over the lips of Christians in every generation. 
 
This confession of the Triune God is the property of no single individual, but of the 
whole church, including the whole company of heaven. There are more than a few 
saints and martyrs who put their lives on the line as they defended the truths that we 
confess in the creeds. 
 
Think of Athanasius, that faithful fourth-century pastor and confessor, who was exiled 
numerous times for his defense of the truth against the false teachers of his day. Or 
Luther, who stood firm against the combined might of the Roman Church and the Holy 
Roman Empire. 
 
In our own day, there are faithful Christians who risk their lives — and sometimes die — 
to confess these truths. 
 
In the Revelation to St. John, we find confession going on in heaven. Just listen to the 
snippets of the grand confession that swirls around God's throne: 
 
Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God Almighty, 
who was and is and is to come! (4:8b) 
 
Worthy are you, our Lord and God, 
to receive glory and honor and power, 
for you created all things, 
and by your will they existed and were created (4:11). 
 
Worthy are you to take the scroll 
and to open its seals, 
for you were slain, and by your blood you ransomed people for God 
from every tribe and language and people and nation, 
and you have made them a kingdom and priests to our God, 
and they shall reign on the earth (5:9-10). 
 
In the same way, as we stand on holy ground where Jesus comes in his Word and 
Sacraments, we join that noble company of saints and martyrs, confessing these holy 
truths concerning the Triune God. 
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Celebrate the Reformation  

by Reading the Bible 
 

When I was a child, I thought of the Reformation as having 

revolved around Luther unchaining the Bible and giving it to 

the lay people. I thought Sola Scriptura was the most im-

portant part of the reformation. 

That was a child’s perspective. Things were obviously much 

more complicated than that. The idea though is not pure 

fantasy. The change in the language of the worship service 

so that the people could understand it, the translation of the 

Bible into their language, and the addition of sermons that 

explained the Bible were not simply huge benefits of the 

Reformation but they were also critical to the entire move-

ment. 

A large part of the Reformation was establishing what was 

authoritative. If it wasn’t tradition or the pope, then what? 

How could we know what was real and what was false? 

What could we trust? Luther and others came to believe that 

the only thing in this world that is fully trustworthy and infalli-

ble is the Bible. It is, of course, subject to abuse, misinter-

pretation, and misapplication by fallen men, but it is clear 

and simple enough that Christians can understand it. Every-

one then should be urged to read it and everyone who does 

so in faith will be blessed. 

We live in an age and country when and where good, trust-

worthy translations of the Bible are abundant and cheap. It 

is even possible to get free Bibles on our phones. The 

blessings of daily Bible reading are difficult to over-

state. So why not celebrate the 500th anniversary of the 

Reformation by committing to it? Set yourself a goal of 

reading the Bible every day for one year starting today. 

If you’re looking for a recommended translation, I suggest 

the English Standard Version (ESV). It is not perfect, but it is 

trustworthy. It is not the official Bible of the LCMS but it is 

the preferred translation for our worship resources and pub-

lications. If you’d like some help with a reading schedule, 

check out pages 299-304 in Lutheran Service Book (Daily 

Lectionary) or Concordia Publishing House has a wonderful 

free guide that you can download here:  

https://www.cph.org/p-20523-peak-performance-bible-

reading-plan-downloadable.aspx 

BART DAY 

The Rev. Bart Day serves as executive director of The Lu-

theran Church—Missouri Synod’s Office of National Mis-

sion. In this role, he oversees the national mission functions 

of the ministries based at the church body’s headquarters in 

St. Louis, Mo., including domestic disaster response and 

human care, church planting and revitalization, evangelism, 

youth, worship, education and stewardship. 

Bible Study and Confirmation Classes 
 

Men's Bible study resumes Thursday morning, September 7th at 6:45 AM!  

All men of the congregation are invited to join us. 
 

TOPIC: A Man Named Martin-Part 2: The Moment examines the errant teachings and wayward traditions of the Late 

Medieval Church that eventually sparked the Protestant Reformation, a theological overhaul set in motion most notably 

by Martin Luther's nailing of the 95 Theses to the church door at Wittenberg.  
 

Tuesday evening adult Bible study. Begins Tuesday, September 12. 
 

In A Man Named Martin - Part 1: The Man viewers encounter a 15th-century religious reformer from Germany who 

broke ranks with the Catholic Church. This Bible study is the first of a three-part series devoted to Martin Luther -- a 

monk whose Spirit-inspired grasp of God's justification of sinners through faith in the Savior was the cornerstone of the 

Protestant Reformation.  
 

In this five-session Bible study, Luther's life and times are examined through the lens of history, religion and theology. 

Expanding on commentary from Rev. Gregory Seltz, Speaker for The Lutheran Hour, numerous scholars add their ex-

pertise and perspective to render an illuminating portrait of the life of this extraordinary human being.  
 

Confirmation:  

Junior Catechism/confirmation class begins Sunday, September 10, with 8th graders (2nd year students) meeting at 

10:15 AM (after Divine Service). The 7th graders (first year students) will meet following that at 11:20 AM (finishing 

by 12:20). 

All students should review and memorize the books of the Old and New Testaments in preparation for class (from the 

table of contents of your Bible). Thank you!  +Pastor 

https://www.cph.org/p-20523-peak-performance-bible-reading-plan-downloadable.aspx
https://www.cph.org/p-20523-peak-performance-bible-reading-plan-downloadable.aspx
https://blogs.lcms.org/author/bartday
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What Does the Name  
“Lutheran” Mean? 

POSTED DECEMBER 5, 2015 

by Rev. Christopher Maronde 

 
We are uncomfortable with labels. We refused to be 

pigeonholed; we abhor being placed into any catego-

ry. Labels are simplistic, we say, they are too broad or 

too narrow, they exclude or include. We want people 

to take us as individuals. But what if a label has mean-

ing, what if it can be tied to something specific and 

concrete? What if there were a book, a collection of 

documents, that contained within its pages the essence 

of what one label means? At the very least, whatever 

you thought of the other labels that people use, you 

could trust that one. Indeed, you could own that label 

yourself, because you and everyone else would know 

exactly what it meant. There is one such label, one 

such title, one such designation: Lutheran. 

What does the label ‘Lutheran’ mean? This is a differ-

ent question than, ‘What do those who call themselves 

Lutherans believe?’ We are not looking at what those 

who claim this name mean by it, we are trying to de-

fine what the label actually means. Its meaning is sim-

ple: The name Lutheran refers to a person, congrega-

tion, or church body who unconditionally holds to the 

teachings contained within the Book of Concord, first 

published in 1580. A Lutheran is someone who de-

clares that these specific documents rightly confess 

the truth of the Scriptures. It’s that simple; if you want 

to know what a Lutheran believes, if you want to 

know what that label means, you go to the Book of 

Concord. If you want to know if someone is using the 

label properly, you evaluate what they believe, teach, 

and confess according to the Book of Concord. If you 

yourself want to accurately bear the label ‘Lutheran,’ 

then you study the Book of Concord and hold to its 

teachings fully and unequivocally. 

A Lutheran is not someone who worships Martin Lu-

ther; a Lutheran is not someone who subscribes to 

every word that flowed from Luther’s pen. In fact, Lu-

therans were given that label by their opponents as an 

insult, accusing them of following Luther like a cult. 

But Luther, like John the Baptist, was not an object of 

worship. He was a voice, a bony finger pointing to 

Jesus, and Him alone. He would prefer that we be 

known only as ‘Christians,’ but in a sinful world, 

simply bearing the name ‘Christian,’ while sufficient 

for salvation, is insufficient to accurately tell others 

what you believe and how you separate truth from er-

ror. Lutherans must call themselves something to dis-

tinguish their confession from all the other confes-

sions around them; they could’ve called themselves 

‘Concordians’ or ‘Wittenbergers’ or literally anything 

else, and the content behind that label would’ve been 

exactly the same, but they didn’t. Instead of dumping 

that label given as an insult, they owned it, and we 

still own it, because that label means something, be-

cause it is backed up by the confessional documents 

contained in the Book of Concord. 

What makes a Lutheran a Lutheran?  Not the name on 

the church sign, not the Luther’s rose on the wall, not 

hot-dishes and jello salads, but the doctrine, the teach-

ing. If it is the doctrine of the Book of Concord, then 

it is Lutheran; if not, then the label is misleading not 

only you, but the one who wears it. Hold to this la-

bel—own it, wear it with boldness, the same boldness 

with which Martin Luther stood before the emperor in 

Worms, the same boldness with which the confessors 

stood before that same emperor in Augsburg. For this 

label means that the Gospel is confessed, that Christ is 

confessed. This label proclaims what the Book of 

Concord proclaims: it’s all about Jesus, Christ alone 

given to us by God’s grace alone, revealed by the 

Scriptures alone, all received by faith alone. 

The Rev. Christopher Maronde is associate pastor of 

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, Lincoln, Nebraska. 

http://lutheranreformation.org/history/what-does-the-name-lutheran-mean/
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We are putting together the new directory and 
are able to focus on our present and past 
members that have been or are currently serving 
in the military.  Please bring in a service picture 
of the member (present or past) along with the 
branch of service they were in and the years of 
service.  They will have a special page in the 
pictorial directory dedicated to their 
service.  Please have this information submitted 
to the office or Lori Lafferty by Sunday 
September 24th.  Pictures will be scanned and 
returned to the owners. 

Do you have any photos of Zion members or 
groups such as our Anniversary celebration, 
Confirmation, Sunday School, LWML, Council 
Meetings, Lutheran's for Life, Youth Group, etc 
that we can include in the directory?  If so please 
submit this information to the office or Lori 
Lafferty no later than Sunday September 24th so 
we can finish designing our directory.  

 

September Schedule 

Saturday, September 2 Braiden Marhrt 
Sunday, September 3 Erika Larson 

Saturday, September 9 Autumn Kurtz 
Sunday, September 10 Jenna Johnson 

Saturday, September 16 Paden Bairey 
Sunday, September 17 Dean DuVall 

Saturday, September 23 Jerry Keiner  
Sunday, September 24 Maxwell Kelsey 

Saturday, September 30 Rowan Lulf 
Sunday, October 1  Brynn Mahrt 

 

 

 

 

 

 

State Theatre, Chamberlain, SD 
 

Saturday, September 23 at 11 a.m. 
 

Sunday, September 24 at 2 p.m. 
 

IMPORTANT 

• Both showing times are FREE and open to 
everyone. 

• Snacks/drinks can be purchased at your own 
expense. 

 
Movie sponsors are: 

Zion Lutheran Church, Trinity Lutheran Church 
and Thrivent Financial. 

 
***PBS premieres Martin Luther: The Idea that 

Changed the World  
on Tuesday, September 12th at 7:00 p.m. central.  

 
ABOUT THE FILM 

500 years ago, Martin Luther triggered a seismic 

upheaval that rocked the western world—with an 

impact that continues to reverberate to this day. This 

entertaining new film follows the great adventure 

story of Luther’s life, packed with political intrigue, 

kidnappings, secret hideouts, and life-or-death 

showdowns.  At the same time, it's a story about the 

most important questions of life, including "Who am 

I?" "What is my purpose" and "How do I get right 

with God?"  

 

 

Due September 24th 

Special Showing: 

Martin Luther:  

The Idea that 

Changed the World 

Check out our  

New and Improved Website! 

www.zionchamberlain.com 
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Sunday School Announcements!  

Hello all! We are looking forward to starting Sunday 
School on Sunday, September 10! Here are a few notes 
before the big day. 
 

 Sunday School will start as soon as church is com-
pleted. (10:15ish) There is usually time to grab a 
snack before heading down to the classrooms but 
please remind your kiddos to take just one larger or 
two smaller items per kid and to show respect for all 
the other members of our congregation during fel-
lowship time. Then, please shuffle the preschoolers 
and kindergartners up to the sanctuary with Erica & 
Wendy for music. The 1st-6th graders will start 
down in their classrooms.  

 

 Sunday School is usually complete by 11am. Howev-
er, there are certain times when church has gone 
long, your kids are rolling along in deep discussion 
(yes, this happens!)  or they are preparing for a per-
formance in music. Those days, we may go a few 
minutes long. If you have plans and need to leave by 
a certain time, please quietly let us know and your 
child can be dismissed. But, keep in mind, with such 
a short period of time available, we use every second 
of Sunday School to help our kids build a lifelong 
relationship with Christ.  

 

 If you are picking kids up, preschoolers and kinder-
gartners can sometimes be done a little early at 
10:45am with the older kids usually wrapping up 
around 11am.  

 

 September 10th is Teacher Installation/Christian Ed-
ucation Sunday. Pastor has asked ALL our teachers, 
substitutes and helpers to join us during the morn-
ing service this week for a blessing. If you are a 
teacher or may be substituting or helping this year 
PLEASE plan on joining us at the Alter during that 
portion of the morning service. (even if I haven't 
talked to you and you might be helping this year, 
join us!)  

 

 Current 6th graders - don't forget to bring your 
hardcover book and softcover workbook to class 
with you on Sunday! And 7th graders, if you have a 
hard covered “Living in Christ” book (the one with 

the grapes) please bring it to church so we can pass 
it down to our 5th graders. You can place it next to 
the phone in the kitchen or down in the classroom.  

 

 We are looking forward to a great year! We'd like to 
thank all parents and grandparents who play such a 
huge role in making Sunday School a success. But 
remember, our short time together on Sundays does 
not completely fill the need for our children's thirst 
for Christian education. Please be faithful as possi-
ble in bringing your crew to worship services and 
ask them about their lessons after Sunday School. 
Sometimes, they have activities to complete on their 
student sheets. There is always room for further dis-
cussion on the stories and lessons that we have just 
a short time to cover. 

 

 We have a Facebook page for announcements and 
reminders (including last minute schedule changes 
and reminders) Please search: Zion Lutheran – 
Chamberlain Sunday School and request to join our 
private group. Parents, grandparents and anyone 
who wants to keep up with what’s going on in Sun-
day School, please join us. Not on Facebook? No 
problem. Watch the newsletter, bulletin and church 
bulletin boards for announcements. For last minute 
announcements, please talk to me about your pre-
ferred mode of contact.  

 

God bless you all! If you have any questions, let me 
know. We look forward to a fulfilling and Christ-
centered year of Sunday School.  
 

Cindy Peterson 
Sunday School Superintendent 
730-4213 (call or text) 
ccpeterson@midstatesd.net 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 

 

There will be a Youth Meeting  

on Sunday, September 17th  

at 10:15 a.m.  

Parents are welcome to attend! 

https://www.facebook.com/erica.abelepeterson?fref=gs&hc_location=group
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Zion Lutheran Church 

Council  

Date: August 9, 2017 
 

The August meeting of the Zion Lutheran Church Coun-

cil was held on August 9, 2017.  In addition to Pastor 

Mischnick, council members present were:  Chisum Pe-

terson, Tim Bakken, Darrel DuVall, Rick Hargens, 

Todd Van Den Bosch, Mark Klein, Joe Mason, Greg 

Olson, Cade Peterson, Russ Lutter, and Charles Swan-

son. 

The meeting was called to order by Cade Peterson at  

8 pm.   

Pastor Mischnick opened the meeting with prayer. 

Secretary’s Report was made available by Russ Lutter.  

Motion to approve Secretary’s Report was made by 

Darrel DuVall and seconded by Chisum Peterson. 

The financial report was presented by Todd Van Den 

Bosch.  

  

Balances: 

Beginning:    $4100.57 

Ending:    $5,572.42 
 

Outstanding Bills: 

CV Inc.   $13.83 

CPH:    $52.90    

Byre Brothers:   $31.95 

CFC bill, Picnic meal:  $615.31 – LWML Donat-

ed $500 of this amount 

Midstate:   $90.56 

Larsen Tax:   $300.05 
 

Special Funds: 

Audio    $659.70 

Building   $13,228.92 

Memorial   $8,485.49 

Thrivent Choice  $3,932.59 
 

Deposit: 

LCMS foundation:    $687.92 

LCMS foundation scholarship: $1000 

History book deposit:   $659.50 

Northwestern Energy has 3 meters between church and 

parsonage, but could go to 2 to save $25 per month. 

Motion passed to approve Treasurer’s report and pay 

outstanding bills. 
 

Pastor/Elders’ Report  

• Call meeting in Dimock, SD – they called pastor in 

NE 

• Several shut in visits 

• Wedding rehearsal 

• Dimock dedication to the new church after a previ-

ous tornado 

• Emergency aid to mother and baby 

 

Trustees Report 

• Parking lot was cleaned 

 

Life Team 

• Pastor Caleb Schewe coming to speak to teenagers 

and their parents from our community and neighbor-

ing churches with topic titled, “Male and Female He 

Created Them” Sunday September 10th from 5-7pm  

 

ZAP 

• Books are ordered. 

 

Old Business 

• HVAC contractor bids for heating and cooling for 

church. 

• Getting bid for 2x4 and shiplap siding and foam in-

sulation for the ceiling of church roof to provide 

added insulation – also discussion on getting bids to 

add insulation from outside to roof. 

• Kneelers were purchased in 1978 

• Organist pay discussion 

 

New Business 

• Life team – asks council to be line item on budget in 

2018 – Darrel made this motion and Chisum second-

ed motion and motion passed. 

• Engaging your community event Saturday, Septem-

ber, 30th at St. John’s in Wolsey, SD 8:30 – 3:30  

• Standing on our Heritage event Nov. 9-11th Regis-

tration closes Sept. 15 – Hilton, Kansas (small town 

mission conference) invitation passed out. 

• Luther Movie sponsored event at State Theatre – 

Saturday and Sunday, September 23rd and 24th with 

day showings 

 

Next meeting will be Wednesday, September 13th, 

2017, at 8:00 pm. 

Motion to adjourn was made by Greg and seconded by 

Rick.  Meeting adjourned at 9:20 pm. 

We closed with Devotion. 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

Russ Lutter, Church Council Secretary 
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 LWML General Meeting will be held on  

Wed, September 6th at 5:30 p.m. Plan to Attend! 

 

 LWML Sunday will be observed on October 8th.  

 
 
 
 

The LWML reveled their new logo at the 2017 Con-
vention in Albuquerque.  

Here is the explanation for it. 
 

For God so loved the world… 
John 3:16 

 

The heart of God is behind all that we are and do… 
He Has loved us so...seen in His only begotten 

Son… 
His cross and sacrifice...His cherished blood for 

us… 
shed for the forgiveness of sins 

 

without the shedding of blood there is no  
forgiveness of sins… 

Hebrews 9:22 
 

Therefore we lift high the cross of Christ… 
guiding our thanks and praise for service...  

 
for as often as you eat this bread and drink this cup,  

You proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes… 
1 Corinthians 11:26 

 
So that His heart is impressed upon our own… 
and by the Spirit we are blessed with joy and 

peace… 
 

Serve the Lord with gladness! 
Psalm 100:2 

 
Therefore, the LWML lifts high the cross of Christ, 

guiding our thanks and praise and service.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our prayer is that this design will get people to take a 
new look or even a first look at the  

LWML-Lutheran Women in Mission. 
And will give our faithful members a sense that their or-
ganization is looking towards the future and ready for 75 

more years of mission outreach. 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

LWML SD District 

2017 Fall Christian Life Workshop 
 

“Marriage and Family: 
God’s Plan” 

Presented by Rev. Dan Domke 
 

Registration begins at 9:30 am 

Workshop to conclude by 3:00 pm 
 

Friday, September 15—Divine Shepherd Luther-
an, Black Hawk 

Saturday, September 16—Faith Lutheran, Pierre 

Friday, October 6—St. John’s Lutheran, Yankton 

Saturday, October 7—Our Savior Lutheran,  
Aberdeen 

Morning offering will help cover workshop expenses;  
free will donation for lunch will cover lunch expenses, with 

excess to mites. 

 

 

 

LWML Chamberlain Zone 

FALL RALLY 

OCTOBER 7, 2017 

9:30 AM—Registration 

Zion Lutheran, Presho 

 

Mark your calendars! You will not want to 
miss the Fall Rally.  

We are celebrating 75 years with LWML and 
500 years of the Reformation!  

Watch the bulletin and October Newsletter 
for more details. 

August LWML Sunday Groups 

Sunday, September 3—Group 7 

Sunday, September 10—Group 8 

Sunday, September 17—Group 1 

Sunday, September 24—Group 2 
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News from the Life Team 

4th of July Down Home Parade Members of Zion and 

other families and friends marched and passed out 

candy in Chamberlain’s 4th of July parade.  We wel-

come the opportunity to take a public stance on the 

sanctity of God-given life. 

Cross Display The South Dakota Lutherans for Life 

Display was out in front of Zion for a week in early 

August.  People were frequently seen stopping to 

take pictures; positive comments from strangers 

were received; someone asked for help on the basis 

of the cross display suggesting that we were a com-

passionate congregation.  Each cross represented 1 of 

the 444 young lives that were snuffed out in South 

Dakota alone in the year of 2015 [most recent of 

available statistics].  A blessing to be noted is that 

when we hosted the display several years ago, we set 

out some 600+ crosses.  Let us all pray that this 

downward trend continues! 

Thanks to all who helped both set up and take down 

the crosses.  This project has been made and main-

tained by Ron and Maralyn Hoops of Conde, South 

Dakota.  The Hoops’ have made available another 

trailer and display for those in West River.  We thank 

God for their active and generous involvement in Lu-

therans for Life of South Dakota. 

Assisted Suicide – SD Ballot Initiative Being “for life” 

doesn’t just mean being for the life of the unborn and 

therefore against abortion.  God values all life He has 

created, and that’s why we speak for life to be cher-

ished “from womb to tomb.”  We find it very alarm-

ing that the push for doctor-assisted suicide has ar-

rived in South Dakota.  Please read the article by 

Melissa Rybak in this issue of the newsletter that 

speaks to this critical issue. 

 

 

 

September 10 – “Male and Female He Created 

Them” Another important concern in the Life Arena is 

the current attack on family and even on the very na-

ture of the beings God has created.  All of us, but par-

ticularly our youth, are being targeted by the inter-

net, social media, television, magazines, and in some 

cases even the schools, in an effort to redefine what 

used to be accepted norms of belief and practice. 

The Life Team is excited to sponsor an evening with 

Rev. Caleb Schewe, pastor at Corona, SD, and Wilmot, 

SD, and member of the Lutherans for Life Speaker’s 

Bureau.  He has titled his presentation, “Male and 

Female He Created Them.”  He has answers from 

God’s Word to many of the 

troubling questions that arise 

when the current godless ide-

ology is being advanced in sub-

tle, as well as very direct ways 

in our culture. 

Here are the particulars: 
 
For   7th through 12th grade students and their parents 
 
When    Sunday, September 10, 2017 
                  5:00 – 7:00 PM 
 
Where    Zion Lutheran Church Fellowship Room 
 
Join us for grilled hamburgers and hot dogs at 5:00 
PM.  The presentation will follow the meal. Food and 
table service will be furnished.  
 
This event is sponsored by the Zion Life Team:  
   Lantz Brennan, Ginger Koehn, Russ Lutter,  
   Melissa Rybak, Susan Swanson, Marge Mischnick 
 
Questions?  Contact any Life Team member 
                                       or 

Call Marge at 605-234-1044 
text her at 605-730-0516 
email her at 
marge4life@midstatesd.net 

 
 

mailto:marge4life@midstatesd.net
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Assisted Suicide Coming To  

South Dakota? 

Written by Melissa Rybak 

As some of you may be aware, there is a pro-

posed initiated measure for assisted suicide in the state 

of SD that is trying to be placed on the general elec-

tion ballot in November of 2018.  This measure, also 

known as the “SD Medical Aid in Dying Initiative” or 

“Death with Dignity Act”, is still seeking the required 

minimum of 13,871 signatures to be placed on the bal-

lot.  The following is a copy of the Attorney General’s 

statement as provided by the sponsor. 

Title: An initiated measure authorizing a South 

Dakota-licensed physician to prescribe drugs that a 

terminally ill patient may take for the purpose of end-

ing life.  

Explanation: This measure authorizes a State-

licensed physician, if requested by an adult patient 

diagnosed with a terminal disease, to prescribe life-

ending drugs for the patient. The measure allows only 

the patient to self-administer the prescribed life-

ending drugs. A "terminal disease" is incurable, irre-

versible, and expected to produce death within six 

months. The patient must be a South Dakota resident, 

as defined by the measure. The patient must orally 

make the request to his or her attending physician,  

followed by another oral request after a fifteen-day 

period. The patient must also make a written request 

witnessed by two people. The patient may rescind the 

requests at any time. Before prescribing the drugs, the 

attending physician must determine the patient is 

mentally competent and is making an informed and 

voluntary decision. The physician must also advise the 

patient of certain information, including medical di-

agnosis, prognosis, and alternatives such as comfort 

care, hospice care, and pain control. A second physi-

cian must confirm the diagnosis and consult with the 

patient to verify the patient's decision. Individuals act-

ing in good faith under this measure will not face civil 

or criminal liability or professional disciplinary ac-

tion. The measure does not mandate participation by 

healthcare providers. 

If interested, the entire measure can be read at http://

sdsos.gov/elections-voting/assets/

DeathWithDignity_AGExplanation.pdf 

According to an article from the Argus Leader 

from November 29, 2016, the sponsor of the bill is 

Angie Albonico of Spearfish.  She used the same lan-

guage from Washington’s Death with Dignity Act that 

was passed in that state on November 4, 2008 and 

went into effect on March 5, 2009.  Ironically she stat-

ed, “I don’t have a personal situation.  I don’t have a 

reason that’s really pushed it.  I just want to make sure 

people have that compassion when they really need it, 

when they have no other hope.” Compassion, as de-

fined by Merriam Webster, is the sympathetic con-

sciousness of other’s distress together with a desire to 

alleviate it.  As Christians, we are full of compassion 

(not to mention our unending hope in Jesus Christ) but 

that compassion does not lead us to the wish of lessen-

ing one’s agony through the means of suicide.   

As Isaiah 42:3 says, 

          a bruised reed he will not break, 

 and a faintly burning wick he will not quench; 

            he will faithfully bring forth justice. 

God tenderly cares for those who are “bruised,” those 

who are weak as a “reed.”  He does not break the 

bruised, but strengthens it.  He does snuff the “wick”, 

but rather coaxes it to new life, a new life in Jesus.  

God is ultimately in charge of all life and death.  And 

we, in our finite and limited capacity, are not qualified 

to make such decisions as spelled out in this proposed 

measure.  

 Over the next months, we will continue our 

discussion on the importance of this issue.  We hope 

you will continue to learn about the potential detri-

mental effects this law can have on God’s people and 

to spread the Gospel of Jesus Christ’s love, mercy and 

forgiveness to all. 

 

http://sdsos.gov/elections-voting/assets/DeathWithDignity_AGExplanation.pdf
http://sdsos.gov/elections-voting/assets/DeathWithDignity_AGExplanation.pdf
http://sdsos.gov/elections-voting/assets/DeathWithDignity_AGExplanation.pdf
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Oratio 

by Rev. Christopher Maronde 

“I would have been quite content to see my books, one 

and all, remain in obscurity and go by the board.” (LW 

34:283) Martin Luther wanted all of his books to be 

burned, or, at least, collect dust in obscurity for the 

rest of history. Luther had a low opinion of books, es-

pecially his own. There was only one book that was 

necessary, only one book that was truly to be treas-

ured, studied and inwardly digested: the Holy Scrip-

tures. All other books were to point to the Scriptures, 

to highlight them, to encourage us to examine them 

further. “Therefore, it behooves us to let the prophets 

and apostles stand at the professor’s lectern, while we, 

down below at their feet, listen to what they say. It is 

not they who must hear what we say.” (LW 34:284) 

Martin Luther was not impressed when colleagues and 

publishers encouraged him to authorize an edition of 

his works. They were concerned with preserving the 

teaching of this great man of God; the great man of 

God, on the other hand, wanted only to point to the 

Scripture. “I wish all my books were extinct, so that 

only the sacred books of the Bible would be diligently 

read.” (LW 34:282) Almost a decade was needed to 

finally convince him, and then he did so reluctantly, 

spending the preface speaking not about his works, or 

about his struggle against the papacy, but demeaning 

his writings next to the Scriptures. In the first author-

ized edition of his writings, Luther was more con-

cerned to teach us how to understand the Scriptures. 

“I want to point out to you a correct way of studying 

theology, for I have had practice in that. If you keep to 

it, you will become so learned that you yourself could 

(if it were necessary) write books just as good as those 

of the fathers and councils…This is the way taught by 

holy King David (and doubtlessly used also by all the 

patriarchs and prophets) in the one hundred nineteenth 

Psalm. There you will find three rules, amply present-

ed throughout the whole Psalm. They are Oratio, Med-

itatio, Tentatio.” (LW 34:285) 

Oratio, Mediatatio, Tentatio. Prayer, meditation, 

and the struggle against the flesh and Satan. 

Through these means, God makes a theologian. Not 

through spending time in a classroom, not by the read-

ing of many books, not by the conferral of degrees, but 

through the study of the Scriptures in the crucible of a 

world that wishes to destroy us, with the devil breath-

ing down our necks, falling to our knees in prayer, 

begging the Father for His aid, continually reading and 

rereading the words that He has handed down to us. 

The first part is Oratio, prayer. Not the first step, 

mind you, as if Oratio, Mediatio, Tentatio were a de-

gree program.  No, all three are constantly in interac-

tion with one another, and they work in concert to 

make one a theologian. Yet, Oratio comes first, be-

cause one cannot study the Scriptures without prayer. 

This sets the Scriptures apart from any other book. 

There is no other book that one must approach solely 

through prayer, for there is no other book that not only 

teaches about eternal life, but actually delivers it. 

There is no other book that not only talks about God, 

but actually gives us the words from His very lips. For 

Luther, beginning our study of the Scriptures with 

prayer puts us in our place, it humbles us. We do not 

come to the Scripture boasting of our own reason, 

bringing against it the vast resources of man to sit in 

judgment over it, but we come in humility, begging 

God for understanding. 

What do we pray for? David gives us the pattern. 

“Teach me your statutes!  Make me understand the 

way of your precepts, and I will meditate on your 

wondrous works.” (Psalm 119:26b-27) We pray for 

the Holy Spirit, for apart from the Holy Spirit, apart 

from Him who inspired the Scriptures and thus kept 

them from error, we cannot rightly understand or in-

terpret them. The Scriptures cannot be properly read, 

and no one can be a theologian, apart from faith in 

Christ, faith worked by the Holy Spirit. 

“Kneel down in your little room and pray to God 

with real humility and earnestness, that He 

through His dear Son may give you His Holy Spir-

it, who will enlighten you, lead you, and give you 

understanding.” (LW 34:285-286)  

The Rev. Christopher Maronde is associate pastor of 

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, Lincoln, Neb. 
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LERT Training 
Lutheran Early Response Team 

September 16, 2017 

8:00 am—5:00 pm 

Faith Lutheran Church 

Pierre, SD 

Cost $25/person (includes meals and snacks) 

Contact: Rev. Adam Welton 

307-221-1256 

605-895-2334 

Together, we will address the nature of disasters and 

explore what our response would be disasters as mem-

bers of the LCMS. We will explore how Christ has 

shown mercy to us, and how we can show our commu-

nity the same Christ-like mercy. The goal is to prepare 

congregations and individual members to be better pre-

pared when a disaster strikes and to help them know 

how to respond within their congregations, and in word 

and deed, within the greater communities.  

 

 

 

Engaging Your Community Event 
 

Saturday, September 30th 

St. John Lutheran Church, Wolsey, SD 

Featured Presenters:  

Rev. Todd Kollbaum; Rev. Darren Olson 

 

What will you get out of an EYC Event: 

• Bible Studies 

• Community Demographic Studies 

• Identifying Congregational Strengths 

• Community Outreach Ideas 

• Table Discussions 

• Fellowship 
 

Cost: $25/participant or $100/congregation 
 

Register by Friday, September 22 

http://www.lcms.org/rstm/engaging-rural-communities  

Call 888-463-5127 or email rstm@lcms.org 

 

Main Street Living-September Schedule 

September 3, 2017 

Kid's Crossing-Pastor pay explains to Lily about the New 

Kingdom in Heaven. 

Worship Service-Rev. Josiah Fitch, Associate Pastor of St. 

Paul's Lutheran Church in Aberdeen, brings us todays mes-

sage, “Glory Surrounds the Cross” based on Matthew 16: 21-

28. The Main Street Living Choir will lead the singing of: When 

I Survey the Wondrous Cross; In the Cross of Christ I Glory; 

and Lift High the Cross. The program is interpreted and 

closed captioned for the hearing impaired. 

 

September 10, 2017 

Kid's Crossing-Janitor Bob is re-painting some Sunday School 

rooms that were damaged. He is making them new again, just 

as God makes us new again. 

Worship Service-Todays message is presented by Rev. Lloyd 

Redhage of St. Paul's Lutheran in Ferney and St. John's Lu-

theran in Britton SD. Titled “Speak up in order to keep peace”, 

the message is based on Ezekiel 33:7. The hymns: Joyful, 

Joyful We Adore Thee; Christ Be My Leader; and Abide O 

Dearest Jesus, will be led by the Main Street Living Choir. The 

program is interpreted and closed captioned for the hearing 

impaired. 

 

September 17, 2017 

Kid's Crossing-Miss Susan reads the story of God's creating 

the world, then tells us why we are so special. 

Worship Service-Rev. Craig Grams of St. John's in Groton 

and Zion Lutheran in Andover., SD brings us todays message 

“Two reasons for forgiveness” based on Genesis 50; 15-21. 

The Main Street Living Choir will lead the singing of: From All 

That Dwell Below the Skies; Jesus Sinners Doth Receive; and 

Chief of Sinners Though I Be. The program is interpreted and 

closed captioned for the hearing impaired. 

 

September 24, 2017 

Kid's Crossing-Pastor broke his laptop. Janitor Bob can't fix it. 

Pastor relates it to how God restores us from our sinful nature. 

Worship Service-Today's message, “Identity Crisis” is present-

ed by Rev. Samuel Bobby of St. Paul's Lutheran Church in 

Aberdeen, SD, and is based on Matthew 20: 1-16. The 

hymns: I Am Trusting Thee, Lord Jesus; I Love Your Kingdom 

Lord; and How Firm a Foundation will be led by the Main 

Street Living Choir. The program is interpreted and closed 

captioned for the hearing impaired. 
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You Are a Member Who Is Called 
 

    “Whatever your hand finds to do, do it with all your 

might” (Eccl. 9:10).  
 

    God bids us to be faithful in the tasks He calls us to 

do. He calls us to be members of a family (husbands and 

wives; fathers and mothers; sons and daughters). He 

calls us to be members of society (those who govern and 

those who are governed). And He calls us to be mem-

bers of His family, the Church (those who preach and 

teach and those who hear and learn). Each of these call-

ings from God places a duty on us.  
 

    As members of a family, husbands are given the duty 

to die for their wives as Christ gave His life for His 

bride, the Church; while wives are given the duty to re-

spect their husbands and submit themselves to them as 

the Church does to Christ. Fathers and mothers are to 

raise their children in the fear and admonition of the 

Lord, teaching them the Ten Commandments, the 

Creed, the Lord’s Prayer, and the Scriptures concerning 

Baptism, Confession, the Office of the Keys, and the 

Lord’s Supper. Children are to honor their parents 

throughout their lives, and even when their parents are 

no longer alive, serving and obeying them, loving and 

cherishing them, and speaking well of them.  
 

    As members of society, God calls those who govern 

to bear the sword, that is, to punish those who do evil—

those who live contrary to God’s will—and to reward 

those who do good—those whose lives are lived in con-

formity with God’s will. Those who are governed are to 

obey their leaders as to the Lord Himself, for their lead-

ers bear the sword of God’s temporal justice for a pur-

pose.  
 

    As members of God’s own family, the Church, He 

calls those who preach and teach to do so in faithfulness 

to His holy Word. To preach and teach the Law of God 

to convict the hearts of hearers of their sin and to en-

courage, admonish, and exhort them to do good works 

in accordance with God’s will. They are to preach and 

teach the Gospel, the full forgiveness of their sins ac-

complished by Christ and received through faith, not by 

works. They are to administer the means of grace in ac-

cordance with the Gospel and the Word of God. They 

do all this for the young and old alike, for those who are 

near and far off. Those who hear and learn are to submit 

themselves to their preachers and teachers. They are to 

support them by their prayers and their gifts.  
 

    Each of these callings from God places a duty on us. 

They make a claim on our presence, our prayers, and on 

our time, talents, and treasures. So, “Whatever your 

hand finds to do, do it with all your might” (Eccl 9:10). 

Pray for your family, for your government, and your 

church. Give of yourself by means of your time, your 

talents, and your treasures to your family, your govern-

ment, and your Church. That is what it means to be 

faithful in the tasks that God has given us. That is what 

it means to do it with all your might.  
 

The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod 

All of these items are available from  
Concordia Publishing House as sets or individually. 

The Essential Lutheran Library  
Starter Set  $95.47 

Get the essentials for sustaining a healthy prayer life: 
God’s Word, a rich hymnal, and a guide to essential bib-
lical teachings. Included in this set: 

• The Lutheran Study Bible—Hardback: An incredibly 

comprehensive Bible with 26,000+ uniquely Lutheran 
study notes, 80,000+ cross references, and 200+ articles 
and introductions.  

• Lutheran Service Book: This rich compilation of 

hymns also includes Christ-centered services, psalms, 
and prayers to nourish one’s faith both at church and at 
home.  

• Luther’s Small Catechism with Explanation: The 

heart of biblical teachings and a prayer book for everyday 
life, the Small Catechism is an essential for every Chris-
tian.  

Sets also available for little ones (birth–6), kids (6–12), 
and teens. 

The Essential Lutheran Library – 
Standard Package    $286.41 

Since the days of the Reformation, certain key books 
have been a part of the life of Lutherans: the Bible, the 
hymnal, the Catechism. In addition, Lutherans have 
treasured prayer books and the Book of Concord as es-
sential texts to keep their eyes fixed on Christ. The 
books in The Essential Lutheran Library will serve to 
give shape and definition to the faith and life of every 
Lutheran Christian. 
This set includes: 
The Lutheran Study Bible - Hardback 
Lutheran Service Book - Hardback 
Luther's Catechism - Hardback 
Treasury of Daily Prayer - Soft cover 
The Lutheran Book of Prayer - Hardback 
Reading the Psalms with Luther - Hardback 
Concordia: The Lutheran Confessions - Hardback 
Law and Gospel: How to Read and Apply the Bible - Hard-
back 
The Lutheran Difference - Hardback 
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September 1     Karen Smith 

September 3 Heath Woodraska 

September 4 Wesley Priebe 

September 6 Sheila Thompson, Rondell Busack, 

September 7 Evan Engel 

September 8 Jeanie Reuer, Carol Powers, Erik Hickey 

September 9 Charles Swanson 

September 14 Sally Rohrback  

September 15 Tina DeHaai, Hollie Taber,  
  Maxwell Kelsey, Lauren Swanson 

September 16 Kammie Thompson, Rexton Larsen 

September 17 Julie Bode 

September 18 Richard Hansen 

September 19 Joan Goetsch, Lila Speckels, Frank Bailey 

September 20 Sharon Wojciechowski, Steve Priebe,  
  Natalie Ketelhut  

September 21 Quin Peterson, Desiree Priebe 

September 22 Val Mosel 

September 24 Alvin Reuer, Rodney Reuer, 
  Leslie (Swanson) Meyer 

September 26 Jeanne Mueller 

September 27 Marlin Dominiack, Aspen Hansen 

September 28 Beulah Smith, Darren Mosel 

September 29 Alta Cable 

 

 

We list members’ birthdays and anniversaries in the 
newsletter each month and the bulletin each week. 

However, our records are not complete. If your infor-
mation is missing or inaccurate, please accept our apolo-
gies and notify the church office at 234-9466  or email  
zionlutheran@midstatesd.net 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

September 1 William Dahlman, Kaitlynn Smith 

September 2 Yvette DuVall, Michelle Stellwag 

September 4 Tory Engel 

September 5 Janece Dahlman-Palmer 

September 6 Tressie Beck 

September 7 Gracelinn Keiner, Marin Omanson 

September 8 Garret Ristau, Gunner Ristau 

September 10 Hope Lutter, Russell Lutter 

September 13 Michael Engel 

September 14 Darian Johnson 

September 17 Belinda Holscher, David Thompson 

September 18 Edward Swanson, Brady Bunker 

September 19 Brylee Brennan 

September 22 Henry Swanson, Jaxson Richardson, 
  Journey Richardson 

September 23 Janice Mosel, Melissa McConniel,  
  Mitchell Swanson, Grace DuVall 

September 24 Carol Powers, Lish Bairey, Collin Powell, 
  Isabelle McConniel 

September 28 Leroy Speckels, Judith Brownell,  
  Jovie Van Den Bosch 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

September 6 Rich & Janece Palmer (2) 

September 14 Russell & Renae Bunker (25) 

September 15 Courtney & Jonathan Tyrell (4) 

September 23   Tom & Andrea Schmidt (39) 

September 25 Bill & Kathy Randall (45) 

September 28 Scott & Ann Powers (14) 

September 29 Gene & Pat Schmiedt (64) 
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Zion Lutheran Church 

314 South Main Street 

Chamberlain, SD 57325 

     RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH 

 

Pastor  Mark Mischnick 

Administrative Assistant Susan Swanson 

E-mail  zionlutheran@midstatesd.net 

Web Site  www.zionchamberlain.com 

Church Office (605) 234-9466 

 

President  Chisum Peterson 

Vice President Cade Peterson 

Secretary  Russ Lutter 

Treasurer  Todd Van Den Bosch 

Elders Tim Bakken, Joseph Mason,  

  Kurt Kelsey, Darrel DuVall,  

  Charles Totton, Rick Hargens, 

  Greg Olson, Charles Swanson 
 

Trustees Mark Klein, Tom Schmidt 

Stewardship  Tom Schmidt 

Sunday School Supt Cindy Peterson 

 

 

 

August WORSHIP TIMES 
 

Sunday, Divine Service  9:00 AM 

Saturday, Divine Service   7:00 PM 

 

BIBLE STUDY 

Men’s Bible Study Tuesday Morning 6:45 AM 

Adult Bible Study Tuesday Evening 7:00 PM 

 

 

MEETINGS 

Elders Second Wednesday 7:00 PM 

Council  Second Wednesday 8:00 PM 

 

 
 

Lutheran Women’s Missionary League 

 First Wednesday  5:30 PM 

Chairman Ginger Koehn 734-5460 

Vice Chair Sharlene DuVall 894-4405 

Secretary Gloria Anderson  234-5373 

Treasurer Connie Cleland 734-5487 

     

 

 

 

Sunday, September 10th 

10:15 am 


