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August 2017 

 

 

Dear Christian Brothers and Sisters, 

How dry are you? Yes, I know, VERY DRY! Despite a couple of recent rain showers/storms we are still in a 

severe drought situation here in central South Dakota. For perspective, we are not even close to the drought the 

Northern Kingdom of Israel experienced under King Ahab (3 YEARS). God had warned Ahab and Jezebel, 

his queen, through Elijah the prophet that this would happen because of his leading God’s people into idolatry. 

God demonstrated His power over idols on Mt. Carmel and soon after provided much needed rain to His 

people. 

But, let me ask the question again, not about the weather and land this time but about YOU personally! How 

dry are YOU? Have you neglected the Word of God and the Sacrament this summer? Or longer? Hear the 

Word of the Lord to you:  

1“Come, everyone who thirsts, 

come to the waters; 

and he who has no money, 

come, buy and eat! 

Come, buy wine and milk 

without money and without price. 
2Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread, 

and your labor for that which does not satisfy? 

Listen diligently to me, and eat what is good, 

and delight yourselves in rich food. 
3Incline your ear, and come to me; 

hear, that your soul may live; 
10“For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven 

and do not return there but water the earth, 

making it bring forth and sprout, 

giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 
11so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; 

it shall not return to me empty, 

but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, 

and shall succeed in the thing for which I sent it. 

Isaiah 55:1–3, 10-11 

And:  

Zion Lutheran Church 
 

Celebrating 100 years of God’s Grace 
 

“The Lord has done great things for us and we are filled with joy.”  
Psalm 126:3 NIV 

 

 AUGUST 2017 
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On the last day of the feast, the great day, Jesus stood up and cried out, “If anyone 

thirsts, let him come to me and drink.  Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has 

said, ‘Out of his heart will flow rivers of living water.’” John 7:37-38 

We now have much of our centennial celebration behind us with our District 

President preaching in January, a son of Zion preaching in April, and a former Pastor 

just weeks ago in July. THERE IS MORE TO COME!  

If you have missed out on any of these past special Sundays, you were missed. 

Watch for these coming events yet in 2017 and join in the double celebration of 500 

years of Lutheranism and 100 years of Zion:  

 Video based Bible studies on Luther and the Reformation beginning next 

month. 

 September 23 & 24, special showings of the new full-length film “Martin 

Luther: The Idea that Changed the World” in our community at the State 

Theater. 

 The 500th anniversary of the Reformation celebration on October 22 with the 

First Vice-President of Synod, the Rev. Dr. Herbert. C. Mueller, Jr. preaching 

in our morning service, followed by a Q&A fellowship time. Then in the 

afternoon of that same day he will have a presentation on the Reformation for 

our Mitchell Circuit F convocation held here at Zion, followed by our Circuit 

Reformation Rally service with Dr. Mueller preaching again. We end that 

celebration with a German meal served by some of our members. 

 The return of our South Dakota District President to preach as we conclude our 

centennial year and begin our next century together in Christ, December 31. 

There are several interesting and helpful articles included in this newsletter for you 

to enjoy, beginning with our continuing walk through the Divine Service here: 

Word of God and Sermon 

Frequently we conclude the reading of Holy Scripture with the phrase, “This is the 

Word of the Lord!” More than just a “word" from God, this is his revelation in which 

he makes known to us his will, most specifically, his merciful will that desires our 

salvation. 

Ultimately, this word points us to the Word, the incarnate Son of God. He is God's 

final and full revelation to us, the mirror of the Father's heart. 

That is the point that the writer to the Hebrews makes in the opening verses of his 

epistle: “In many and various ways God spoke to his people of old by the prophets, 

but now in these last days, he has spoken to us by his Son” (Heb. 1:1-2a). 

Only through him — God's only Son — are we able to know the Father's favor and 

grace. 

In the sermon, the Word of God is brought to bear on the lives of the hearers. This is 

the equivalent of sitting at the feet of Jesus. But it's more than mere instruction. 

Through the sermon, God speaks to us with his two-edged sword of condemnation 

and promise, Law and Gospel. The subject of the sermon is both God and us. 

Through the sermon we come to a better understanding of ourselves, especially our 

need for God's forgiveness. But we also come face to face with God's mercy and 

love. 
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Week after week, God's faithful hear the voice of their 

Good Shepherd, preparing them, in a sense, for that 

final day when Jesus calls them to their eternal 

reward. 

Your Pastor in Christ, 
 

Pastor Mischnick 

      

Lutheran Preaching 

by Rev. Dr. Mark Birkholz 

The Reformation was not just a movement among the 

cultural and religious elite. Ordinary people of 

Germany and beyond were captivated by the gospel, 

newly presented to them by Luther and the Reformers. 

The laity were engaged by the gospel in many 

different ways, through newly composed German 

hymns, the German translation of the Bible, and the 

woodcuts and illustrations of artists involved in the 

Reformation. One of the primary means for the spread 

of the gospel in the Lutheran Church has been through 

preaching. 

Martin Luther was a preacher, and delivered 

thousands of sermons throughout the course of his 

life. Many of these sermons were published and 

circulated in his day.[1] In fact, the Small Catechism 

began as series of sermons given by Martin Luther.
[2] Luther’s preaching, however, was different from the 

preaching of his day. Lutheran preaching would 

eventually be characterized by the proclamation of the 

gospel by those called by God as His representatives. 

In most churches today, the titles “pastor” and 

“preacher” are synonymous. You expect your pastor 

to be the one preaching to you from the pulpit on a 

regular basis. But this was not always the case in the 

late Middle Ages. Most parish pastors were poorly 

educated and unable to deliver a sermon. It was not 

unusual for a parish to pay a traveling monk or scholar 

to preach for them.[3] These sermons were typically 

about an hour in length, and focused on ethical duties 

and issues of morality rather than on grace of God. 

The Lutherans were quick to recognize that preaching 

is an inseparable component of the pastoral office, so 

that the German term for the office of the holy 

ministry is Predigtamt or “Preaching Office.” (AC V; 

Tr 10; cf. AC XVIII:5-8) The pastor is the man God 

sends to proclaim His Word, and the Holy Spirit then 

works through this preached Word to create faith. As 

St. Paul writes: 

How then will they call on him in whom they have not 

believed? And how are they to believe in him of 

whom they have never heard? And how are they to 

hear without someone preaching? And how are they to 

preach unless they are sent? . . .  So faith comes from 

hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ. 

(Romans 10:14-15a, 17; cf. AP XXIV:31-33) 

Preaching is done by one called by God through the 

church to speak on His behalf. (Luke 10:16; AP VII & 

VIII:28, 47)  As you hear the preacher you are hearing 

Jesus speak to you, and the Holy Spirit is working in 

you to create and strengthen faith. Luther said, “Yes, I 

hear the sermon; but who is speaking? The minister? 

No indeed! You do not hear the minister. True, the 

voice is his; but my God is speaking the Word which 

he preaches or speaks.”[4] 

Preaching, therefore, is not just instruction or 

entertainment. Preaching is a means of grace. It is 

sacramental. A good sermon is not just a message that 

you find interesting and educational, but one in which 

God’s word of Law convicts you of your sin and His 

word of Gospel comforts you and strengthens your 

faith, delivered by the man God has sent to you as His 

spokesman. 

It is the responsibility of the church to pray to the 

Lord that He would send faithful preachers to 

proclaim His life-giving Word. In the inside cover of 

the Lutheran Service Book you will find this prayer 

“For blessing on the Word”: 

Lord God, bless Your Word wherever it is 

proclaimed. Make it a word of power and peace to 

convert those not yet Your own and to confirm those 

who have come to saving faith. May Your Word pass 

from the ear to the heart, from the heart to the lip, and 

from the lip to the life that, as You have promised, 

Your Word may achieve the purpose for which You 

send it; through Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen. 

 The Rev. Dr. Mark Birkholz is pastor of Faith 

Evangelical Lutheran Church, Oak Lawn, Ill. 

 [1] See Timothy J. Wengert, Introduction to The 1529 Holy Week and Easter 

Sermons of Dr. Martin Luther (St. Louis: CPH, 1999), 11-13. 

[2] See Concordia: The Lutheran Confessions, Paul T. McCain, et al, eds. (St. 

Louis: CPH, 2005), 335-36. 

[3] For more background on the state of preaching in the late Middle Ages, see 

Richard J. Serina, Jr., “Nicholas of Cusa and the Reformation of Preaching,” in 

Feasting in a Famine of the Word, Mark W. Birkholz, et. al, eds. (Eugene, OR: 

Wipf & Stock, 2016), 63-77. 

[4] WA 47, 229 as found in What Luther Says: A Practical In-Home Anthology for 

the Active Christian, Ewald W. Plass, ed. (St. Louis: CPH, 1959), 1125. 

   

http://lutheranreformation.org/theology/lutheran-preaching/#_ftn1
http://lutheranreformation.org/theology/lutheran-preaching/#_ftn2
http://lutheranreformation.org/theology/lutheran-preaching/#_ftn3
http://lutheranreformation.org/theology/lutheran-preaching/#_ftn4
http://lutheranreformation.org/theology/lutheran-preaching/#_ftnref1
http://lutheranreformation.org/theology/lutheran-preaching/#_ftnref2
http://lutheranreformation.org/theology/lutheran-preaching/#_ftnref3
http://lutheranreformation.org/theology/lutheran-preaching/#_ftnref4
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A Man Named Martin - Part 1: The Man 

(Includes subtitles in English) In A Man Named 
Martin - Part 1: The Man viewers encounter a 15th-
century religious reformer from Germany who broke 
ranks with the Catholic Church. This Bible study is 
the first of a three-part series devoted to Martin Luther 
-- a monk whose Spirit-inspired grasp of God's 
justification of sinners through faith in the Savior was 
the cornerstone of the Protestant Reformation.  
 
In this five-session Bible study, Luther's life and times 
are examined through the lens of history, religion and 
theology. Expanding on commentary from Rev. 
Gregory Seltz, Speaker for The Lutheran Hour, 
numerous scholars add their expertise and perspective 
to render an illuminating portrait of the life of this 
extraordinary human being.  
 
The influence and impact of Luther's life is the stuff of 
serious study. As a forlorn sinner feeling lost and 
desperate before a stern and exacting Judge, Luther 
desponded of all hope for eternity. But as one who 
came to cling to the Spirit-delivered truths of 
justification by faith and the liberty believers 
experience by God's grace, he rebounded to become a 
triumphant ambassador for the Gospel.  
 
The details of Luther's life -- his childhood with his 
parents Hans and Margaret, his university pursuits, his 
decision to become a monk, his protestation of 
Catholic practices, his voluminous and erudite 
scholastic output, his life in hiding, and his roles as 
husband and father -- are all considered in this study. 
A Man Named Martin is a fresh and explorative look 
at an individual who, down through the centuries, has 
increased in importance and vitality to the Christian 
church.  
 
To this day, Luther's staunch faith and the extent of his 
outreach, remain a standard for Christ-centered living 
to believers in the 21st-century. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Watch for the Zion Lutheran History Book.  
The Cost of the book will be $30 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We would like to take JoAnn Giedd, 
Shirley Bailey, Russ and Hope Lutter and all 
who helped to make our Anniversary Picnic in 
the Park a success! It was a little warm but 

everyone had a good time. Thank you! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

August Schedule 

Saturday, August 5  Gracee Keiner 
Sunday, August 6  Cassi Dobberstein 

Saturday, August 12  Teddy Bakken 
Sunday, August 13  Garret Ristau 

Saturday, August 19  Isabella Shepherd 
Sunday, August 20  Nick Rosenberger 

Saturday, August 26  Wyatt Powers 
Sunday, August 27  Thomas Powell 
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The 500th Anniversary of the  

Reformation Is Near! 

by Randall Golter 

A careful reading of a letter Martin Luther wrote to 

Cardinal Albert of Mainz on the same day (Oct. 31, 

1517) he nailed the 95 Theses to the door of Witten-

berg’s Castle Church shows his pastor’s heart. This 

letter delightfully details Luther’s deep concern for the 

laity. 

What was his concern? For their clean conscience and 

that they remain clean, a cleansing made possible by 

hearing the comforting Word of Christ! Luther simply 

asks: “How can the [indulgence agents] then make the 

people feel secure and without fear [concerning salva-

tion] by the means of false stories and promises of 

pardon?” 

Luther goes on to identify what is most crucial: “The 

first and only duty of the [pastors], however, is to see 

that the people learn the gospel and the love of 

Christ.” 

For Luther, the fundamental issue for the church of his 

time was proper pastoral care, that is, the sweet and 

clear preaching of Jesus Christ alone, without addi-

tion. 

The church in America is under fresh and aggressively 

hostile attack. God’s weaponry — the church’s surgi-

cal sword — remains the same. “It pleased God 

through the folly of what we preach to save those who 

believe” (1 Cor. 1:21). And the apostle John chimes in 

some 40 years later, “They have conquered [the devil] 

by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their tes-

timony” (Rev. 12:11). 

Right around the corner is the 500th anniversary of the 

Reformation! Some people will consider this event an 

opportune time to highlight Luther’s heroism. Others 

might complain about his later caustic words or the 

church division that resulted. 

 

Fundamentally, the anniversary is not about Luther 

but the One who forgave Luther freely by grace 

through faith. It’s the perfect time to confess Jesus 

Christ alone as our conscience cleanser! In other 

words, it is still all about Jesus! 

“The blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from 

all sin” (1 John 1:7b). 

This remains the Father’s way of bringing 

everyone home to Him. 

Luther says it so well: “The Word is so effective that 

whenever it is seriously contemplated, heard, and 

used, it is bound never to be without fruit [Isaiah 

55:11; Mark 4:20]. It always awakens new under-

standing, pleasure, and devoutness and produces a 

pure heart and pure thoughts [Philippians 4:8]” (Large 

Catechism I 101). 
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Zion Lutheran Church Council 

Meeting  

Date: June 7, 2017 

 

The June meeting of the Zion Lutheran Church Council 

was held on May 10, 2017.  In addition to Pastor 

Mischnick, council members present were:  Darrel Du-

Vall, Tim Bakken, Rick Hargens, Joe Mason, Greg Ol-

son, Todd Van Den Bosch, Charles Swanson, Kurt Kel-

sey, Mark Klein, Chisum Peterson, and Russ Lutter.   

The meeting was called to order by Chisum Peterson at 

8 pm.   

Pastor Mischnick opened the meeting with devotion. 

Secretary’s Report was made available by Russ Lutter.  

Motion to approve Secretary’s Report with spelling cor-

rection and Thrivent choice dollars to the correct 

amount of $5,660.62 was made by Tim Bakken and se-

conded by Kurt Kelsey. 

The financial report was presented by Todd Van Den 

Bosch.   

Balances: 

Beginning:   $10,379.90 

Ending:      $6039.72 

Outstanding Bills: 

Concordia           $1,108.00 

Dakota Stain Glass:  $200.00   

Midstate:    $69.78 

Mileage:   $150.00 

Special Funds: 

Audio      $659.70 

Building        $13,228.92 

Memorial          $8,485.49 

Thrivent Choice         $5,721.72 

 

Rick Hargens made a motion to move Midstate and 

Northwestern Energy into auto bank withdrawal.  Joe 

Mason seconded the motion, the motion passed. 

Motion to approve Treasurer’s report and pay outstand-

ing bills as presented was made by Tim Bakken, and 

seconded by Charles Swanson, motion carried. 

Lori Lafferty presented information about Church direc-

tory book options.  Rick Hargens made a motion to go 

with premiere directory and set up in July for pictures, 

set up by Lori.  Darrel DuVall seconded the motion and 

motion carried. 
 

Pastor/Elders’ Report  

• SD district pastors conference in Mitchell – May 1-2 

• Pre-marriage meetings - Wedding in September 

• May 12-15th vacation 

• Sanford Services 

• 6 home visits 

• American Legion rounds – devotion at veterans’ 

park 

• Attended Reliance centennial – May 17th 

• Bible study – discontinued for summer 
 

Trustees Report 

• Soffit and Fascia plan replacement this month. 

• Purchase and install van handicapped accessible 

sign at end of parking lot. 

• Regular professional steam cleaning time for carpet 

discussed in fellowship hall and sanctuary. 
 

Life Team 

• Putting float together July 1 for the Independence 

day celebration. 

• September – youth event planning Speaker with Pas-

tor Caleb Schewe 
 

ZAP 

• Catering through CFC for the July 16th picnic 

• Parking and golf cart transportation discussed 
 

Old Business 

• Stained glass windows on side and back are in good 

shape – 25 years left in back windows.  Sealing and 

lid update so cleaning could be done – recommend-

ed by Ken from stained glass windows. 

• Kneelers – still getting bids 

• Property line cleanup discussed 

• East wall in sanctuary – discussed 

• SE door – contacted contractors 
 

New Business 

• Cleanup of extra things – books, TV, etc. – discus-

sion held 

• Bulletin discussion – outline vs current method – 

discussion held – keeping current bulletin format 

• Guest organist pay discussion – Rick made motion 

to pay organist $35 plus mileage.  Kurt seconded the 

motion, motion passed. 

• Offering counting discussion held about organized 

counting. 

 

Next meeting will be Wednesday, July 12, 2017, at 8:00 

pm. 

Motion to adjourn was made by Darrel and seconded by 

Kurt.  Meeting adjourned at 10 pm. 

We closed with Prayer. 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

Russ Lutter, Church Council Secretary 
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Zion Lutheran Church Council 

Meeting  

Date: July 12, 2017 

 

The July meeting of the Zion Lutheran Church Coun-

cil was held on July 12, 2017.  In addition to Pastor 

Mischnick, council members present were:  Chisum 

Peterson, Darrel DuVall, Rick Hargens, Kurt Kelsey, 

Todd Van Den Bosch, Joe Mason, Greg Olson, Russ 

Lutter, and Charles Totton.  Guest present were: Hope 

Lutter, Shirley Bailey, and Joann Geidd. 

The meeting was called to order by Chisum Peterson 

at 8 pm.   

Pastor Mischnick opened the meeting with prayer. 

Secretary’s Report was made available by Russ Lut-

ter.  Motion to approve Secretary’s Report with date 

correction was made by Darrel DuVall and seconded 

by Rick Hargens. 

The financial report was presented by Todd Van Den 

Bosch.   

Balances: 

Beginning:    $6039.72 

Ending:    $4100.57 

Outstanding Bills: 

Concordia            $151.80 

Ground Effects:           $113.19   

Byre Brothers:   $31.95 

CFC:    $35.45 

Midstate:   $89.51 

Pro Gutters:          $1906.13 

Renae Bunker:            $210.00 

Special Funds: 

Audio    $659.70 

Building        $13,228.92 

Memorial          $8,485.49 

Thrivent Choice         $5,721.72 

Donations: 

Books:       $250 

Banner:    $390 

Motion to approve Treasurer’s report and pay out-

standing bills as presented was made by Kurt, and se-

conded by Greg, motion carried. 

Kurt made a motion to pay any organist the standard 

$45 rate plus mileage.  Joe seconded the motion.  Mo-

tion carried. 

 

Pastor/Elders’ Report  

• “Engaging the Wandering” workshop held at Fel-

lowship hall –  40+ people attended 

• 1 funeral and another graveside service. 

• 2 weeks vacation 

• Counseled a couple prior to wedding. 

• Vacancy meeting held in Tripp, SD 

• Pastor meeting held at park shelter 

• Visited two in hospital 

• Upcoming wedding July 22 at Cedar shore resort  

• Pastor’s family visiting next week 

• No service on Saturday prior to July 16th picnic 

• Elders’ and Pastor are engaging in discussion on 

“Engaging the Wandering” 

 

Trustees Report 

• Soffit and Fascia done on parsonage, but not on 

north side of church yet. 

• The A/C units on church were repaired, but they 

are at the end of their useful life as there are many 

leaks in the lines and the Freon is the older style 

that is more expensive. – Labor and time donated 

by Garret Chilson. 

• Discussion was held about insulation in ceiling, 

and if changes considered, then would different 

duct system be installed for more even flow of air. 

• Carpet steam cleaning quote was obtained by two 

different cleaning places and the bids were the 

same at $1200. 

 

ZAP 

Discussion held about weather on Sunday’s picnic – 

decided to keep the picnic at the American Creek pic-

nic shelter. 

 

Old Business 

• Kneeler discussion held 

• Painting hallway near Sacristy room was dis-

cussed as some carpet trim is to be installed soon. 

 

New Business 

Centennial Book being revised one last time before 

printing. 

 

Next meeting will be Wednesday, August 9th, 2017, 

at 8:00 pm. 

Motion to adjourn was made by Greg and seconded by 

Rick.  Meeting adjourned at 9:25 pm. 

We closed with Lord’s Prayer. 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

Russ Lutter, Church Council Secretary 
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The Chamberlain LWML met on June 8th at 5:30 with 

4 members present. President Ginger Koehn opened 

the meeting with the LWMF pledge. Susan Swanson 

had a devotional on Psalm 21:7. Sharlene Duvall read 

the secretary report from the last meeting and Connie 

Cleland gave the treasures report. Susan made the mo-

tion to pay all outstanding bills. Connie seconded it. 

There was a discussion on the amount to give for of-

ferings at the National Convention. It was decided to 

give $25 to each for a total of $100.  

There was also a discussion on the picnic on July 16 

for the congregation. The food will be catered by CFC 

but we will need a  group to help with the serving of it. 

We will also need drinks and a snack after the games 

in the afternoon. There will be no snacks after church 

service that day. Any leftover food cold be froze and 

used for Reformation Sunday in October.  

Susan asked if the group would be interested in a de-

votional DVCD set titled “Peter- from fisherman to 

Fisher of Men” by Donna Pyle. The group was inter-

ested and Susan will see about it. 

Sharlene made the motion to adjourn the meeting and 

Susan seconded it. The meeting closed with the Lord’s 

Prayer.  

Respectively submitted by Sharlene DuVall – acting 

secretary. 

Election of Officers 

We will be electing Vice President and Treasurer for 

LWML. Please contact Ginger Koehn, Connie Cleland 

or Sharlene DuVall if you would be willing to serve.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Zion Lutheran LWML Financial Report 
 

Month ending May 31, 2017 
Meeting Date June 7, 2017 
 

Beginning Balance brought forward   $2,404.42 
 Scholarship Fund transfer    +$300.00 
   Church Centennial fund allocation     -$500.00 
 

May  Income 
 Mites & Meeting offering      9.50 
 Fellowship/Coffee            129.79 
 Donation      20.00 
 Workshop Donation   100.00 
                        + $259.29 
 
 

Expenditures: 
 Mites to LWML SD District        -72.58 
 Scholarship for HS Grads                 -300.00 
  Kitchen Expenses                           -79.39 
 total                                                              -451.71 
 
 

Ending Balance            $2,009.74 
 

 

Scholarship Fund beginning balance      $1,000.14 
Transferred to Checking          $300.00 
Interest earned         .02 
Ending Balance          $700.16 
 

Outstanding Bills: 
      May  Mites to District      $72.18 
 Sunshine Foods    $76.32 
    Donation for LWML Convention     $100.00 
  Total              $248.42 
 

LWML SD District 

2017 Fall Christian Life Workshop 
 

“Marriage and Family: 
God’s Plan” 

Presented by Rev. Dan Domke 
 

Registration begins at 9:30 am 

Workshop to conclude by 3:00 pm 

 

Friday, September 15—Divine Shepherd Lu-
theran in Black Hawk 

Saturday, September 16—Faith Lutheran in 
Pierre 

Friday, October 6—St. John’s Lutheran in Yank-
ton 

Saturday, October 7—Our Savior Lutheran in 
Aberdeen 

Morning offering will help cover workshop expenses;  
free will donation for lunch will cover lunch expenses, with 

excess to mites. 

August LWML Sunday Groups 

Sunday, August 6—Group 3 

Sunday, August 13—Group 4 

Sunday, August 20—Group 5 

Sunday, August 27—Group 6 
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August 6, 2017 

Kid's Crossing-Miss Lisa and friends demonstrate how 

to build on the right foundation.  

Worship Service-Today's message is presented by Rev. 

Gene Bauman of St. Paul Lutheran Church in Spearfish 

SD. Titled “Right in Front of us” the message is based 

on Matthew 14: 13-18. The hymns; Come unto Me, Ye 

Weary; Faith and Truth and Life Bestowing; and O 

Bless the Lord My Soul are led by the Main Street Liv-

ing Choir.  

 

NOTICE--------NOTICE--------NOTICE 

 

Main Street Living is being preempted for the golf tour-

nament on August 6th on KDLT.  The worship segment 

of the program will air on August 5th at 5:00 PM.  Kid's 

crossing will not air that week on KDLT. The worship 

segment of the program will also air every Saturday in 

August (5, 12, 19 & 26) at 5:00 PM on KDLT in addi-

tion to the normal Sunday airing (August 13, 20 & 27). 

Please note the changes. 

August 13, 2017 

Kid's Crossing-Nurse Stacy tells about washing feet and 

the importance of taking care of our bodies.  

Worship service-Rev. Eric Obermann of Our Redeemer 

Lutheran Church in Custer SD, and Our Savior's Luther-

an Church in Hill City, SD brings us today's message 

“Where Were You?” based on Job 38: 4-18. The Main 

Street Living Choir will lead the singing of: Now Thank 

We All Our God; From All That Dwell Below the 

Skies; and God Bless Our Native Land.  

August 20, 2017 

Kid's Crossing-Miss Susan shares some of her favorite 

purple things, then she reads a story about Timothy and 

Paul, two members of God's team. 

Worship Service-Today's Message is presented by Rev. 

Gary Jacobson, Pastor at Bethesda Lutheran Church in 

Hot Springs, SD. Titled “What Jesus is This?” the mes-

sage is based on Matthew 16: 13-20. The hymns: Joyful, 

Joyful We Adore Thee; I am Trusting Thee Lord Jesus; 

and Go My Children With My Blessing will be led by 

the Main Street Living Choir.  

 

Lay Leadership Institute of  

South Dakota 

Fall 2017 Class Offering 

Church History II 

• First meeting will be Saturday, August 26, 

2017 1-4 p.m. (cst) at Faith Lutheran Church, 

Pierre, SD 

• Cost is $150 per class; a $50 non-refundable 

registration deposit is with registration. 

• Class materials will be sent prior to the first 

class meeting 

• Church History II will be taught by Rev. David 

Otten, Pastor, Emmanuel, Gettysburg and 

Christ, Lebanon, SD 

• Deadline for registration is August 18, 2017 

• See your pastor for a registration form or to 

wwwsddlcms.org and click on “Forms and Ap-

plications” 

The purpose of the Lay Leadership  

Institute is to equip lay leaders for 

service in congregations. 
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Insights from LCMS Statistics: Reasons for Hope and 

Growth 

11/4/2016 

It was a blessing to see on social media the numerous pic-

tures of young people being confirmed in the Christian faith 

this Reformation Sunday. The pictures are a wonderful re-

minder of the gifts of our Baptism, faith in Christ, and the 

Christian community which supports and prays for these 

young people, parents, and educators. 

Ryan Curnutt of LCMS Research has been identifying 

trends surfacing within the LCMS self-reporting system. 

Ryan reported on these numbers to the LCMS Council of 

Presidents and others in September. I used the findings as 

thebackdroptoapresentationatConcordiaSeminary’s

Symposium in September, focusing on retention rates of the 

baptized. 

Besides what is mentioned in the article, the research pro-

vides insight to our Baptism, Junior Confirmation, and Adult 

Confirmation trends. This information is helpful to guide re-

flection on our communities and congregations. 

Here are a few key takeaways from the research: 

The US Baby Boom (1944-1964) had a clear impact on the 

number of Child Baptisms in the LCMS. The children of Ba-

by Boomers (Millennials) are also visible, though a noticea-

bly smaller increase in the mid-1980’s. 

UsingLCMSResearch’sadjustedreports(accountingfor

previous irregularities in reporting), LCMS infant baptisms 

peaked in 1959 at roughly 85,000. (This timing would be 

expected in connection to the post-World War II Baby Boom 

era.) In 2012, the LCMS recorded roughly 25,000 baptisms, 

or29%of1959’shighmark.[i] 

https://blogs.lcms.org/2016/cop-deals-with-many-topics
https://blogs.lcms.org/2016/cop-deals-with-many-topics
http://blogs.lcms.org/2016/insights-lcms-statistics-reasons-hope-growth#unique-identifier
http://blogs.lcms.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/11/Child-Baptisms-Graph.png
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Junior Confirmation numbers peaked in 1968 with roughly 

60,000 confirmations. 

 

Confirmation“Echo”:Inadditiontotheoveralldecreasein

annual baptisms and confirmations, an increasing gap is 

shown between the number of baptisms and confirmations, 

when considering the confirmation process. For comparison 

purposes, it was assumed that Confirmation happens at age 

13 (connected to an 8th grade confirmation). (The data gap 

changes insignificantly in moving the confirmation age by a 

year or two.) 

 

Using this consistent measure, comparing baptisms in 1947 

to confirmations 13 years later in 1960, we find that 85% of 

1947 baptisms were confirmed (roughly 47,000 of the 55,000 

who were baptized). 

77% of infant baptisms in 1955 were later confirmed in 1968. 

Moving ahead to my baptism year (1976), we find that 56% of 

baptized infants were later confirmed in 1989. Research con-

firms this percentage continues to decline to present day. 

The last year for which we can get a fair comparison shows 

44% of infant baptisms in 1999 were confirmed in 2012. 

 

What does this mean? 

 

These statistics cannot give a straight child-to-child compari-

sonaswecan’taccountfortheexactconfirmationageand

baptismalageofan“infant”.However,it’scleartoseeconfir-

mation rates have steadily declined from its peak of 85% re-

tention in 1960 to under 50% in the late-1980’sthroughpre-

sent time. 

 

These lower retention rates dictate that our number of young 

people, future adult members, and therefore, future parents 

has also declined over the decades. 

 

The numbers create several questions for future research, 

planning, and evaluating of our Christian education, and Jun-

ior (and Adult) Confirmation processes: 

 

The numbers beg us to consider the effects of a demographic 

and cultural phenomenon such as the Baby Boom. Birth rates 

have decreased in the U.S. since the Baby Boom, but the 

number of annual total births since 1990 has nearly matched 

levels from the Baby Boom era (National Center for Health 

Statistics). To put it simply, enough births are happening for 

retention, but the number of LCMS members (i.e. potential 

parents) of childrearing age has decreased compared to pre-

vious decades, especially the Baby Boom era. 

Each congregation has its own story regarding their number 

of baptisms and confirmations. From the conversation at both 

Symposiums, many congregations are taking notice and ad-

dressing the issue of declining numbers in both baptisms and 

retention rates. For some congregations, this may mean re-

turning to practices that worked in previous years. For others, 

it means getting parents more involved in the education pro-

http://blogs.lcms.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/11/Confirmation-Echo-Graph.png
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cess. For others still, it might mean diversifying teaching 

techniques and opportunities to connect with mentors in the 

Christian faith. 

As stated in the article above, statistics give us many areas 

for hope. Both external and internal data show that the 

LCMS population of those aged 18 and younger actually 

matches up closely with the overall U.S. population. In-

creasing retention rates of this new generation can make a 

positive impact on the life and mission of the church today 

and for the future. Look around your congregation next Sun-

day and consider the blessing of the young people in your 

congregation. May your community of believers support 

families in their task of raising them in Christ. 

 

Where do we go from here? 

In engaging with catechesis and the Confirmation process, 

speakers at both Symposiums lift up these important mat-

ters for LCMS Congregations to consider: 

 

Integrate intergenerational teaching/learning opportunities in 

supporting parents in their role as teachers of the faith 

Consistently use the Word of God for faith formation in our 

Lord and Savior Jesus Christ 

Utilize individualized/customized teaching processes which 

include utilizing Individualized Educational Programs (IEPs) 

for some learners 

Utilize individualized/customized expectations for the confir-

mation process, which might include delaying the confirma-

tion rite due to illness, life transitions, family situations, vo-

cational commitments, etc. 
 

May God bless your family of Christ and your faith formation 

activities! 
 

Remember your leaders, those who spoke to you the word 

of God. Consider the outcome of their way of life, and imi-

tate their faith. Hebrews 13:7 ESV 

 

[i] A strong factor in the declining number of baptisms is the 

decreasing U.S. birth rate since the Baby Boom, especially 

with U.S. born (non-immigrant) mothers (See article). Since 

theearly1960’s.,onecanalsoseeadecreaseinadultcon-

firmations in tandem with child baptisms. 
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“Blessed to Be a Blessing!” 

 

“I will bless you …, so that you will be a bless-

ing” (Gen. 12:2). The Lord blessed Abraham so that 

he would be a blessing. How did He bless Abraham? 

He promised that from His seed would come the sav-

ior of the nations. And Abraham believed that prom-

ise, trusted that the Lord would provide it just as He 

had promised. Thus, everything Abraham did was col-

ored by that promise. He willingly gave of himself 

and his household in service to the Lord in view of 

that promise. 

 

Our Father in heaven has richly blessed us. Not only 

has He given us everything that we need to support 

this body and life, but He has also provided, that 

promised seed in His Son, our Lord, Jesus Christ. He 

is the savior of the nations. He is the redeemer of the 

world. He is the one who has conquered sin, death, 

and the power of the devil by His death, resurrection, 

and ascension. 

Just as we are richly blessed, we are also thereby freed 

to be a blessing. Since God has endowed us with His 

gifts, we are set to endow others. Thus, we give of the 

blessings we have received so that others may be 

blessed. We do this in our homes, our communities, 

and our churches. We press the blessings God has lav-

ished upon us in service to those around us. We use 

our time, our talents, and our treasures to be a blessing 

even as they have been a blessing to us. 

 

The Lord blesses us. And He enlists us to be a bless-

ing to others. So, whenever you put that envelope in 

the collection plate, when you set out to serve at the 

local food pantry, when you sit down to help your 

kids with homework, think of this: The Lord has 

blessed you, so that you will be a blessing. 

 

The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 
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COPPER PENNY CARROT SALAD     JoAnn Giedd 

2 1bs carrots 

1 can tomato soup 

1/3 cup salad oil 

1 tablespoon Worcestershire sauce 

1 cup sugar 

1/2 cup vinegar 

pinch of salt  

Optional: diced green peppers and onions 

Clean carrots Cut into 1/4 inch round. Cook in salted water until slightly crisp. Combine tomato soup, sugar, 

vinegar and salad oil in a pan. Bring to a boil for  2-3 minutes. Drain carrots, add cooked dressing and let 

stand in refrigerator for several hours before serving. This will keep for days under refrigeration. 
 

 
 

SPAGHETTI PIZZA     Alice Olson 

1 lb spaghetti      1 med. Chopped onion 

2 beaten eggs     1 chopped green pepper 

1 cup milk      Garlic salt 

1 32 oz jar of spaghetti sauce   salt and pepper 

1 1/2 lb. hamburger or sausage, browned  1/2 to 1 cup Pepperoni 

Shredded Mozzarella Cheese 

Break spaghetti into pieces and cook according to directions. Drain. Add 2 beaten eggs and milk to spaghetti 

and mix together. Spread in a 9 x13 pan. Pour spaghetti sauce over the top with your choice of meat, onion, 

green pepper, and seasoning to taste. Arrange pepperoni slices on top and cover with cheese. Bake for 45 

minutes to 1 hour at 350 degrees. Let stand five minutes before serving. 

 
 

 

FROZEN CUCUMBERS    Darlene Struble 

2 quarts cucumbers, peeled and sliced 

1 onion, sliced 

1/2 green pepper, sliced 

Combine with salt and pepper and let stand 2 hours. 

Mix together: 

1 cup sugar 

1/2 cup white vinegar 

Mix together until sugar is dissolved. Pour over vegetables and freeze in plastic containers. 

   

We would like to thank everyone who submitted recipes last year. Unfortunately there were not enough 

to make a cookbook, so we are going to print the recipes we did receive in the newsletter throughout our 

Centennial year. Thank you,  Mel Hargens & Susan Swanson 
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HOT GREEN BEAN SALAD   Mel Hargens 

1/4 cup oil  

2 cups fresh green beans 

1/2 cup diced celery 

2 tablespoons dill weed 

1/2 teaspoon salt 

generous dash of pepper 

1 large onion, sliced and separated into rings 

1 tablespoon white vinegar 

1 teaspoon sugar 

Pour oil into electric fry pan, set at 300 degrees and heat bout 5 minutes. Add beans and celery. Cover fry pan, 

cook with vent open until beans are fully cooked. Add onion, dill weed, salt and pepper. Cook about 3 minutes. 

Combine sugar and vinegar, stirring until sugar is dissolved. Pour over beans, mix well. Serve hot. 

NOTE: This was my mother’s best friend’s recipe. I always loved going to their house as she would always make 

these for me.  

 

 

ZUCCHINI BARS    Lorna DeHaai 

4 eggs, beaten 

2 cups sugar 

1 1/4 cups oil 

2 cups flour 

2 teaspoons soda 

2 teaspoons cinnamon 

1 teaspoon salt 

Mix well add: 

1 1/2 cups zucchini, peeled & grated 

1 teaspoon vanilla 

Bake 350 degrees for 35 minutes in a cookie sheet pan 

Frosting: 

Melt 4 Tablespoons margarine. Add 6 ozs of cream cheese. 

1/2 teaspoon vanilla 

2 cups powdered sugar 

Optional: 1 cup nuts 

 

 

TACO SPREAD    Colleen Swanson 

1 package taco seasoning 

1 8 oz sour cream 

1 8 oz cream cheese 

Mix above ingredients together. Spread on a pan. 

Put on top of mixture: 

Lettuce, onion, tomato, cheese and black olives 

Serve with chips or veggies 
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August 1  Judy Lulf 

  Bryson Miller 

August 2 Burton Saul 

  Joshua DeHaai 

  Selah DuVall 

August 3 Scott Anderson 

August 4 Gracelinn Keiner 

August 5 William Dahlman 

  Kathy Randall 

  Serenity Blasius 

August 6 Nila Ketelhut 

  Lucas Swanson 

  Brylee Brennan 

August 8 Judy Brownell 

  Collin Powell 

August 9 Rae Ann Dolezal 

  Lori Dolezal 

August 11 Vi Dominiack 

August 12 John Stellwag 

  Clara Lutter 

August 13 Yvette DuVall 

  Mitchell Swanson 

  Henry Swanson 

August 14 Alaina Bairey 

August 15 Ralph Bailey 

  Jeff Shaw 

  Ashley Swanson 

  Shantel Bairey 

August 16 Marsha Houska 

August 17 Darian Johnson 

August 18  Becky Mahrt 

August 19  Lucas Palmer 

  Michelle Stellwag 

August 20  Ronda Klein 

  David Thompson 

 Cassandra Dobberstein 

August 21  Sally Steinfeld 

  Grace DuVall 

August 22  Amanda Waugh 

  Jordan Swanson 

August 23 Kenneth Anderson 

August 24 Melissa McConniel 

  Isabelle McConniel 

August 26 Averie Larson 

 Sasha Van Den Bosch 

August 28 Kaden Thompson 

August 29 Terry Dominiack 

  Kanbi Knippling 

  Elijah Thomas 

August 31 Norman Spreckels 

August 1 Kelly Koehn 

August 4 Desirae Klein 

  Sarah Bode 

August 6 Wayne Thompson 

August 9 Scott Walker 

August 13 Lucy Swanson 

August 14 Lowell Swanson 

      Dominique Richarson 

August 15 Jeanette Burull 

  Alana Larson 

  Taygen Knippling 

  Erika Larson 

August 16 Ralph Bailey 

August 17 Jill Swanson 

August 18 Kassidy Hansen 

August 19 Gary Gunter 

August 20 James Ketelhut 

  Amanda Mahnke 

  William Mahnke 

  Mason Mahnke 

August 21 Scott Anderson 

  Jerry Keiner 

  Lola McCready 

August 24 Wylynn Wind 

August 26 Katherine Lechette 

August 27 Kyle Champagne

  Selah DuVall 

August 28 John Stellwag 

  Brian Reis 

August 29 Kanbi Knippling 

August 31 Lucas Swanson 

     Cassandra Dobberstein 

August 1  
 Joshua & Britini DeHaai 
 Brandon & Corrina Hemmer 

August 5  
 Michael & Rebecca Reimer 

August 6 
 Richard & Sharlene DuVall 
 Chisum & Cindy Peterson 

August 9 
 Dave & Jodi Marone 
 Micah & Elizabeth Omanson 

August 12 
 Eric & Tara Weeman 

August 14 
 Mark & Marge Mischnick 

August 17 
 Lantz & Destiny Brennan 

August 19 
 Wayne & Dorothy Monson 

August 20 
 Chevy & Danielle Fischer 

August 21 
 Bruce & Gwen Dobberstein 
 Jonathon & Alana Larson 

August 23 
 Todd & Lori Engel 

August 29  
 Charles & Wendy Swanson 

August 30 
 Joseph & Stephanie Swanson 

August 31 
 Cade & Erica Peterson 
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Zion Lutheran Church 

314 South Main Street 

Chamberlain, SD 57325 

     RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH 

 

Pastor  Mark Mischnick 

Administrative Assistant Susan Swanson 

E-mail  zionlutheran@midstatesd.net 

Web Site  www.zionchamberlain.com 

Church Office (605) 234-9466 

 

President  Chisum Peterson 

Vice President Cade Peterson 

Secretary  Russ Lutter 

Treasurer  Todd Van Den Bosch 

Elders Tim Bakken, Joseph Mason,  

  Kurt Kelsey, Darrel DuVall,  

  Charles Totton, Rick Hargens, 

  Greg Olson, Charles Swanson 
 

Trustees Mark Klein, Tom Schmidt 

Stewardship  Tom Schmidt 

Sunday School Supt Cindy Peterson 

 

 

 

August WORSHIP TIMES 
 

Sunday, Divine Service  9:00 AM 

Saturday, Divine Service   7:00 PM 

 

 

 

 

MEETINGS 

Elders Second Wednesday 7:00 PM 

Council  Second Wednesday 8:00 PM 
 

Lutheran Women’s Missionary League 

 First Wednesday  5:30 PM 

Chairman Ginger Koehn 734-5460 

Vice Chair Sharlene DuVall 894-4405 

Secretary Gloria Anderson  234-5373 

Treasurer Connie Cleland 734-5487 

     

 

 

     

 

 


