
Zion’s Weekly Announcements 
Sunday, January 15, 2023 

 
“God is 

faithful; by 

Him [we] 

were called 

into the 

fellowship 

of His Son, 

Jesus Christ 

our Lord” (1 

Corinthians 

1:9, NRSV). 

Welcome 

to worship 

at Zion Lutheran Church. We are glad that you 

have joined on the Lord’s Day! – Pastor Matt 

 

PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP 

Wrap us in Your warm love on this winter day, O 

God, as we gather to praise You and hear Your 

bountiful Word of grace. In Christ’s name. Amen.  

 
 
 

We have LARGE PRINT BULLETINS for those who 

have visual difficulty at the usher’s table.  
 

Please sign the Fellowship Registry book at the 

end of your pew. In addition, guests and visitors are 

welcome to sign our Guest Registry by the church 

mailboxes in the Fireside Commons. Thank you.  
 

Join us for Fellowship Time after today’s worship 

service.  Sunday School will be gathering today at 

10:20 AM. There is no Adult Bible Class due to the 

Annual Meeting. 
 

All members and visitors at Zion, you may wear 

your facemask if you so choose. If you are feeling 

sick, please stay home to rest and recover.  
 

Need prayers for healing or any other concerns? 

Request the Pastor or elders to pray for you in 

public worship or privately as the needs arise 

(James 5:14-16.) Call the church office to contact 

Pastor Matt (507) 373-8609. 
 

 

LUTHERAN HOUR 

for January 15 

at 6:00 PM 

KATE Radio (1450 AM)  
 

“Gifts to Share” (Colossians 1:29) 

Lutheran Hour Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler 

A body of water becomes stagnant when there is 

no outflow. The same could be said of us. 

 
 

THE SECOND SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY 

God Reveals His Glory in Christ and His Cross 
 

“The LORD, the Redeemer of Israel,” calls forth “his 

Holy One” (Is. 49:7), Jesus, the Christ, “from the 

womb” of His mother (Is. 49:1). The incarnate Son of 

God is revealed as the Savior, not only for Israel but 

also “as a light for the nations,” whose salvation 

reaches “to the end of the earth” (Is. 49:6). John 

came “baptizing with water” 

(John 1:31) to reveal Jesus 

as “the Lamb of God, who 

takes away the sin of the 

world” (John 1:29), and who 

glorifies His God and 

Father by His atoning 

sacrifice upon the cross. 

When Jesus was baptized in 

the waters of the Jordan, 

the Holy Spirit descended 

“from heaven like a dove” and “remained on him” 

(John 1:32). By our Baptism, we are anointed by the 

same Spirit, adopted by God the Father, and “called 

into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ” (1 Cor. 

1:9). Therefore, we “are not lacking in any gift,” but 

we can trust Him who promises to sustain us to the 

end, “guiltless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ” (1 

Cor. 1:7–8). 

 
 

STEWARDSHIP PONDERING 

John 1:29 – “The next day he saw Jesus coming 

toward him, and said, ‘Behold, the Lamb of God, 

https://www.lhm.org/about/zeigler-bio.asp


who takes away the sin of the world!’” The 

Israelites of old offered a lamb to God at Passover 

so that death might pass over them and do no 

harm. Over those long centuries of sacrifice, did 

they understand that this was actually God’s gift? 

That God would be the true Giver of the true Lamb? 

Truly, we can never out-give God, for all that we 

have is His. 

 

 

OUTREACH THOUGHTS  

John 1:29-42a: John simply said, “Behold, the 

Lamb of God!” What would the world stop and take 

notice of today? The word, “Behold,” means to stop 

everything you’re doing and take notice of 

something.  For John, and for each of us, this Jesus 

would serve as the Lamb who would give His life as 

the perfect sacrifice for the forgiveness of sin and 

the gift of eternal life. Who or what is worthy of you 

stopping everything in your life and pointing out 

that this ONE person or thing is worthy of all your 

praise and the one for whom you have life? If it is 

anyone other than Jesus Christ, then they cannot 

give forgiveness and life that lasts for eternity. 

That’s why John said, “Behold,” and pointed 

everyone to Jesus. And that’s why we live our lives 

in faith every day, because true life is found only in 

the Lamb of God, Jesus Christ. The world around us 

needs to hear us proclaim, “Behold,” with our 

thoughts, words and deeds and needs us to point 

to Jesus. 

 

 

BIBLE VERSE OF THE WEEK 

“But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we 

have fellowship with one another, and the blood of 

Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin.” - 1 John 1:7  

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS 

A sign-up sheet for the next few 

months is on the bulletin board 

across from Pastor’s Office. Consider 

teaching our little ones God’s Word!  

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 

“The Pointing Prophet” is the title of this week’s 

lesson. John the Baptist lives in the wilderness, 

dressed in camel’s hair and eating locusts and 

honey. John’s message of repentance and 

preparation draws people to the banks of the 

Jordan, where they receive Baptism. As the prophet 

sent to point out the Messiah, John declares, 

“Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin 

of the world!” (John 1:29) as Jesus approaches. 

When John baptizes Jesus in the Jordan, the Spirit 

descends on Him as the voice of the Father 

proclaims, “This is My beloved Son” (Matthew 3:17). 

 

The memory gem for today is: “Behold, the Lamb 

of God, who takes away the sin of the world!” John 

1:29 
 

We’ll gather at 10:20 AM in the Craft Room on the 

lower level of the Education wing of Zion.  

 

 

CONFIRMATION  

On Wednesday, we will learn 

about David and Solomon, 

kings of Israel. The class is 

from 6:00-7:15 PM on 

Wednesday, January 18 in the Conference 

Room. Parents are welcome to join us!  

 

Memory Work: 

The Tenth Commandment 

You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his 

manservant or maidservant, his ox or donkey, or 

anything that belongs to your neighbor. 

  

What does this mean? 

We should fear and love God so that we do not 

entice or force away our neighbor’s wife, workers, 

or animals, or turn them against him, but urge them 

to stay and do their duty. 

 

Psalm 51:10 

Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a 

right spirit within me. 

 

 

QUOTE FOR THE DAY 

“I have decided to stick with love. Hate is too 

great a burden to bear.” 

—Martin Luther King Jr.



 

 

The Lord's 

Supper is 

celebrated 

in this 

congregation in the confession and 

glad confidence that, as He says, 

our Lord gives into our mouths not 

only bread and wine but His very 

body and blood to eat and to drink 

for the forgiveness of sins and to 

strengthen our union with Him and 

with one another. Our Lord invites 

to His table those who trust His 

words, repent of all sin, and set 

aside any refusal to forgive and 

love as He forgives and loves us, 

that they may show forth His death 

until He comes.  
 

Those desiring to be guests at the 

Lord’s Table must: 

1. Believe in Jesus as Savior and 

Lord (John 3:16; 2 Cor. 1:20);  

2. Believe that in, with and under 

the bread and wine they receive 

the true body and blood of Christ 

(1 Cor. 10:17; 1 Cor. 11:23-32);  

3. Confess their sins, seek the 

assurance of forgiveness, and 

intend with God’s help to amend 

their sinful life (1 John 1:8-9; Rm. 

12:1). 
 

Because those who eat and drink 

our Lord's body and blood 

unworthily do so to their great 

harm and because Holy 

Communion is a confession of the 

faith, which is confessed at this 

altar, any who are not yet 

instructed, in doubt, or who hold a 

confession differing from that of 

this congregation and The 

Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, 

and yet desire to receive this 

sacrament are asked first to speak 

with the pastor or an elder.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Join us for Zion Lutheran Church’s … 

Date:  TODAY! Sunday, January 15 

Time: 10:30 AM  

Where: Fellowship Hall  

Details: Annual Financial Report,  

Proposed Budget for 2023,  

Reports from Officers, Boards/Committees, and 

Pastor; Election of New Officers; along with Old and 

New Business.  

Meal: Continental Breakfast following the service. 



+ This Week’s Calendar + 
 Sunday, January 15, 2023 – The 2nd Sunday after Epiphany   

  9:00 AM – Worship Service with Holy Communion 

10:00 AM – Brunch and Coffee (Fellowship Hall) 

10:20 AM – Sunday School   

10:30 AM – Annual Meeting (Fellowship Hall) 

  1:00 PM – Lutheran Hour on KATE Radio (1450 AM) 
 

Monday, January 16, 2023 

  6:00 PM – Girl Scouts (Fellowship Hall)   
 

Tuesday, January 17, 2023 

  1:00 PM – Cheer and Comfort Meeting  
 

Wednesday, January 18, 2023 

  9:00 AM – Zion Quilters 

  6:00 PM – Confirmation Class  

 

Thursday, January 19, 2023 

  6:45 PM – GA Meeting  
 

Friday, January 20, 2023  

  Church Office Closed (Pastor’s Day Off)  
 

Saturday, January 21, 2023 

  9:00 PM – Communion Set-up    
 

Sunday, January 22, 2023 – The 3rd Sunday after Epiphany   

  9:00 AM – Worship Service with Holy Communion 

10:00 AM – Coffee and Christian Fellowship    

10:20 AM – Christian Education Hour      

  6:00 PM – Lutheran Hour on KATE Radio (1450 AM) 

PREPARE FOR NEXT SUNDAY: The appointed 

Scripture readings for The Third Sunday after 

Epiphany are Isaiah 9:1-4, Psalm 27:1-9, 1 

Corinthians 1:10-18, and Matthew 4:12-25.  

 

 

Attendance for the week of January 8, 2023 

Worship Attendance           92 

Communion Attendance           87 

Adult Bible Class   9 

Sunday School          No class 

Confirmation           No class 
 

 

 

 

 

Attention!  

Your 2022 annual 

contribution 

statement is in 

your church mailbox. Pick it up today. Thank you! 

ABOUT ZION . . .  

Vision: All of Zion's members actively 

reaching out with God's love to 

connect the community with Jesus.  
 

Mission: Zion exists to enthusiastically share the 

Good News of Jesus with all in our community by 

connecting people with the Word and serving 

others with Christ’s love. 
 

Mission Statement:  Sowing the Good News of 

Jesus Christ.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Church Office Hours 
Monday-Thursday: 9:00 am to 1:00 pm  

and afternoon by appointment 

Friday: Office Closed  Saturday: by appointment 
 

Church Phone: 507-373-8609 

Church Email: zionalbertlea@gmail.com 
 

Pastor: Matthew L. Lehman 

Email: lehman.mlr@gmail.com 

  

 

FEELING BORED? 

A young boy complained to his father that 

most of the church hymns were boring to 

him. They were too far behind the times, 

with tiresome tunes and meaningless 

words. The father put an end to the 

complaining by saying, “If you think you 

can write better hymns, then why don’t 

you?” 

 

The boy went to his room and wrote his 

first hymn. The year was 1690 and the 

teenager was Isaac Watts. “Joy to the 

World” and “When I Survey the Wondrous 

Cross” are among  

the nearly 350  

hymns he wrote. 

 

He also wrote  

“How Long,  

O Lord, Shall I Complain.” 

 

Evidently, just long enough to write his 

first hymn. 
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