
Zion’s Weekly 

Announcements 
Sunday, January 8, 2023 

 

Welcome, beloved of the LORD! As the Holy 

Spirit descended on Jesus at His baptism, so does 

God’s Spirit rest on us as we gather today — and 

always. We are glad that you have joined for 

worship at Zion Lutheran Church! God’s peace! – 

Pastor Matt 

 

PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP 

God, thank you for calling each one of us “Beloved 

Child,” just as you did with Jesus at his baptism.  
 
 

 

We have LARGE PRINT BULLETINS for those who 

have visual difficulty at the usher’s table.  
 

Please sign the Fellowship Registry book at the 

end of your pew. In addition, guests and visitors are 

welcome to sign our Guest Registry by the church 

mailboxes in the Fireside Commons. Thank you.  
 

Join us for Fellowship Time after today’s worship 

service. Sunday Morning Bible Class and Sunday 

School will be gathering today at 10:20 AM.  
 

All members and visitors at Zion, you may wear 

your facemask if you so choose. If you are feeling 

sick, please stay home to rest and recover.  
 

Need prayers for healing or any other concerns? 

Request the Pastor or elders to pray for you in 

public worship or privately as the needs arise 

(James 5:14-16.) Call the church office to contact 

Pastor Matt (507) 373-8609. 
 

LUTHERAN HOUR 

for January 8 

at 1:00 PM 

KATE Radio (1450 AM)  
 

“Gifted” - Text: Colossians 1:16 

Lutheran Hour Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler 

What if we learned to see this world and everyone 

in it as gifts from God? 

 
 

THE BAPTISM OF OUR LORD SUNDAY  

The Triune God Is Manifested and  

Reveals Himself to Us in Holy Baptism 
 

The Baptism of our Lord is an “epiphany” of the one 

true God in the flesh and blood of Jesus. He is the 

chosen servant of the Lord, anointed with the Spirit 

for the rescue of God’s people to “bring forth justice 

to the nations” (Is. 42:1). Thus, He makes all things 

new, and He is given “as a covenant for the people, 

a light for the nations” (Is. 42:6). In the waters of the 

Jordan, He takes His place with sinners and takes all 

the sins of the world upon Himself. He undergoes 

the Baptism of repentance in order to “fulfill all 

righteousness” for us (Matt. 3:15). He submits 

Himself to the curse of sin and death in order to 

redeem us. We are baptized with a Baptism like His, 

thereby dying and rising with Him, so that “we will 

also live with him” (Rom. 6:8). Indeed, all of us who 

are baptized into Christ Jesus are anointed with His 

Spirit and named by His Father as beloved and 

well-pleasing sons and daughters. 

 
 

STEWARDSHIP PONDERING 

Matthew 3:15 – “But Jesus answered him, ‘Let it 

be so now, for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all 

righteousness.’” The reason God sent His Son into 

the world is to fulfill all righteousness for us, to do 

what we could not do. Here, Jesus plunges Himself 

into our sins and soaks them up in His Baptism, so 

that in our Baptism we might be cleansed and 

renewed. The whole of Jesus’ life, everything He did 

https://www.lhm.org/about/zeigler-bio.asp


and said, was one great offering to the Father in 

our stead to fulfill all righteousness for us. 

 

 

OUTREACH THOUGHTS  

Matthew 3:13-17: Jesus came to fully carry out the 

will of His Father. This included being baptized to 

fulfill all righteousness and take our place under the 

Holy Law of God. He lived in perfect obedience to 

that Law in our place, so that we might be the 

redeemed children of God who now have God’s 

Good News to share with others who need to hear 

it. Don’t deprive your friends, co-workers, or 

neighbors of the blessing of hearing from God, 

“You are Mine!  By the grace of God, you walk now 

in the newness of life in Christ!” God makes all 

things new: the new day, the new start, and the 

grace that makes things new, and this is exactly the 

news you can’t just get anywhere. This News is 

found only in Christ - so share it boldly! 

 

 

BIBLE VERSE OF THE WEEK 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A sign-up sheet for the next 

few months is on the bulletin 

board across from Pastor’s 

Office. So, consider teaching 

our little ones the beautiful 

Word of God in 2023! In 

addition, packets of teaching 

material: a lesson plan, 

children’s lesson material, memory gems, and more 

are available each week!  

SUNDAY SCHOOL 

In today’s lesson, “His Father’s House,” Jesus’ 

parents travel to Jerusalem as they do each year for 

the Passover. Returning home, Mary and Joseph 

notice Jesus’ absence, yet they 

assume He is among the others 

in their traveling group. When 

He doesn’t appear, they return 

to Jerusalem, searching 

desperately for three days. They 

finally find Jesus in the temple, 

talking with the teachers, who 

are amazed at His 

understanding. Despite being in 

His “Father’s house” (Luke 2:49), 

Jesus honors His earthly parents and returns to 

Nazareth with them. 

 

The memory gem for today is: [Jesus said,] “Did 

you not know that I must be in My Father’s house?” 

Luke 2:49 
 

We’ll gather at 10:20 AM in the Craft Room on the 

lower level of the Education wing of Zion.  

 

 

THE GOSPEL OF MARK  

Mark records “the beginning 

of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, 

the Son of God.” Mark 1:1. 

The Gospel of Mark is closely 

related to the apostle Peter’s preaching and 

teaching about Jesus. Today, we begin this study 

with an introduction to with unique yet simple 

Gospel. Join us today with a cup of coffee as we 

view a video on the Gospel with a PowerPoint 

presentation. I’ll see you in Zion’s Conference 

Room! – Pastor Matt  

 

 

CONFIRMATION  

There will be no confirmation class on Wednesday, 

January 11, 2023. Pastor will be away.  

 

 

QUOTE FOR THE DAY 

“Great opportunities to help others seldom 

come, but small ones surround us every day.”  

—Sally Koch 



 

 

The Lord's 

Supper is 

celebrated 

in this 

congregation in the confession and 

glad confidence that, as He says, 

our Lord gives into our mouths not 

only bread and wine but His very 

body and blood to eat and to drink 

for the forgiveness of sins and to 

strengthen our union with Him and 

with one another. Our Lord invites 

to His table those who trust His 

words, repent of all sin, and set 

aside any refusal to forgive and 

love as He forgives and loves us, 

that they may show forth His death 

until He comes.  
 

Those desiring to be guests at the 

Lord’s Table must: 

1. Believe in Jesus as Savior and 

Lord (John 3:16; 2 Cor. 1:20);  

2. Believe that in, with and under 

the bread and wine they receive 

the true body and blood of Christ 

(1 Cor. 10:17; 1 Cor. 11:23-32);  

3. Confess their sins, seek the 

assurance of forgiveness, and 

intend with God’s help to amend 

their sinful life (1 John 1:8-9; Rm. 

12:1). 
 

Because those who eat and drink 

our Lord's body and blood 

unworthily do so to their great 

harm and because Holy 

Communion is a confession of the 

faith, which is confessed at this 

altar, any who are not yet 

instructed, in doubt, or who hold a 

confession differing from that of 

this congregation and The 

Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, 

and yet desire to receive this 

sacrament are asked first to speak 

with the pastor or an elder.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BIBLE QUIZ 

According to Matthew, who was present at 

Jesus’ baptism? (Choose as many as apply.) 

 

A. John the Baptist D. Jesus’ mother, Mary 

B. The Spirit of God E. God, the Father 

C. His first disciples F. The Pharisees 

 

Answer: See Matthew 3:13-17. 



JANUARY STEWARDSHIP ARTICLE 

Your Past Does Not Define Your Future 

New Year’s is a celebration of the past and the 

future. We take stock of the past with thanksgiving 

and sometimes even relief (that it’s over), and we 

look to the future in hope and anticipation, and 

perhaps with some worry, for what it holds.  
 

The point is that New Year’s celebrations remind us 

of who we are as opposed to who we would like to 

be, what we have done in 

comparison to what we want to do. 

It reminds us of our 

accomplishments, but mostly it 

reminds us of our failures. What 

we’ve lost. Who we’ve lost.  
 

New Year’s is our own version of 

Charles Dickens’ classic, A Christmas Carol. And we 

all play Scrooge. We are visited by the ghosts of our 

pasts, presents and futures. 
 

St. Paul writes: “The point is this: whoever sows 

sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows 

bountifully will also reap bountifully. Each one must 

give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly 

or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 

And God is able to make all grace abound to you, 

so that having all sufficiency in all things at all 

times, you may abound in every good work. As it is 

written, ‘He has distributed freely, he has given to 

the poor; his righteousness endures forever.’ He 

who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food 

will supply and multiply your seed for sowing and 

increase the harvest of your righteousness. You will 

be enriched in every way for all your generosity, 

which through us will produce thanksgiving to God” 

(2 Cor. 9:6–15). 
 

St. Paul tells us that the Lord will both supply and 

increase what we need to give to the church for its 

work in the world. He tells us that this work God 

does in us will enrich and bless us in every way, and 

through this, will produce thanksgiving to God. 

With this in mind, here is some practical advice to 

help you take stock of your giving in years past and 

change what needs to be adjusted, improved, or 

done away with altogether. 
 

First, attend the Divine Service to receive God’s gifts 

of forgiveness, life and salvation. If you’ve not been 

faithful in attending worship to hear the preaching 

of God’s Word, to receive forgiveness and feast on 

the rich food of our Lord’s body and blood for the 

eternal benefit of your body and soul, then repent 

and come to receive the gifts God freely gives. God 

doesn’t want your money. He wants you — all of 

you (Matt. 22:20–22).  
 

Second, pray for the Lord’s help. Your right as a 

Christian is to speak with your Father, the King of all 

creation, freely through His Son, our Lord, 

Jesus Christ. Go to the throne of grace and 

ask for strength and wisdom to follow His 

bidding faithfully (John 15:1–16). 
 

Third, consider what the church is and what 

the church does. The church is a place of 

mercy. It inhales the mercy of the Father by 

the death, resurrection and ascension of His Son 

through the preaching of the Gospel and the 

Sacraments. It exhales this mercy in love toward 

neighbors. You are a member of the church, of 

God’s family. Thus, you are not only a recipient of 

God’s mercy, but a bearer of that mercy for the life 

of the world. You spread that mercy through the 

generous giving of your income to support the 

work of the church in the world, as the Israelites did 

in the Old Testament (Lev. 27:1–34). 
 

Fourth, take stock of your current giving in light of 

the New Testament’s teaching on supporting the 

work of the church. Are you giving of your first 

fruits, taking it out of your paycheck first, or does 

God get what’s left over? Are you giving voluntarily 

and cheerfully? Are you giving proportionally and 

generously? The Old Testament required a tithe, or 

ten percent. The New Testament gives freedom to 

be generous, to give more for the Church’s work. 

Are you relying on God’s promise to provide and 

increase what you need to do His work? If your 

answer is no to any of these, repent. If God gave 

you His only Son, will He not provide for you all 

things, even physical things? Trust Him, His Word, 

and heed it.  
 

So, don’t let your past define your future. Rather, 

commit for the year a generous proportion of your 

income, which is God’s gift to you for this body and 

life. 
 

– LCMS Stewardship Ministry: lcms.org/stewardship 

https://www.lcms.org/how-we-serve/national/stewardship-ministry


BAPTISM IS SERIOUS BUSINESS! 

Baptizing people into God’s family has always been 

a ministry highlight for Pastor Stan Purdum. One 

Sunday, he had the privilege of welcoming three 

infants and two young boys to the baptismal font, 

along with all their parents. After baptizing the 

babies, Purdum turned toward the families with 

older children, who’d been instructed to have their 

boys step forward one at a time. 
 

Immediately, the 3-year-old shouted, “Not me!” 

and bolted for the exit. His father caught the 

youngster and carried him back as the 

congregation chuckled. This time, Purdum wasted 

no time completing the sacrament. 
 

“Maybe this young boy was not greatly wrong to 

try to duck baptism,” he later pondered. “Far from 

being a harmless little ceremony, baptism begins a 

lifetime commitment to God, which over the long 

haul is no easy thing. It lays upon us the 

responsibility to live up to the vows we have made.” 

How seriously do you take your baptismal vows? 

 

 

+ BAPTISMAL SYMBOLS + 

 

Shell 

A scallop shell, pointing 

downward with three drops of 

water falling from it, is often used 

to symbolize baptism and the 

washing away of sin. The three 

water droplets stand for the 

Trinity: Father, Son, Holy Spirit. 

 

7-Pointed Star 

This star represents Isaiah’s list of 

the gifts of the Spirit to be 

revealed in the Branch of Jesse 

— that is, Christ: “The Spirit of 

the LORD will rest on him — the 

Spirit of wisdom and of understanding, the Spirit of 

counsel and of might, the Spirit of knowledge and 

the fear of the LORD — and he will delight in the 

fear of the LORD” (Isaiah 11:2-3, NIV). Some 

baptism and confirmation liturgies pray for God to 

“stir up in” the newly baptized or confirmed “the 

spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of 

counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the 

fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in [God’s] 

presence.” 

 

 

Noah's Ark 

The image of an ark, or boat, 

often shown with pairs of 

animals, recalls the story of 

Noah and the "Great Flood" 

in Genesis 6-8. The 

floodwaters represent God's 

judgment on sin, while the ark reminds us of God's 

gracious power to save and redeem. Christians see 

in this account a foreshadowing of Jesus baptism 

into the life he brings: "And baptism, which [God's 

rescue of Noah and his family] prefigured, now 

saves you ..." (1 Peter 3:21, NRSV) 

 

 

Join us for Zion Lutheran Church’s … 

 

 

Date:  Sunday, January 15 

Time: 10:30 AM  

Where: Fellowship Hall  

Details: Annual Financial Report,  

Proposed Budget for 2023,  

Reports from Officers, 

Boards/Committees, and Pastor; 

Election of New Officers; along 

with Old and New Business.  

Meal: Continental Breakfast  

 

 

ATTENTION: Officers and Board/Committee 

Chairpersons, please have your reports turned in no 

later than Monday, January 9, to the church office. 

Thank you!!



+ This Week’s Calendar + 
Sunday, January 8, 2023 – The Baptism of Our Lord Sunday   

  9:00 AM – Worship Service with Holy Communion 

10:00 AM – Coffee and Christian Fellowship   

10:20 AM – Christian Education Hour  

  1:00 PM – Lutheran Hour on KATE Radio (1450 AM) 
 

Monday, January 9, 2023 

  6:00 PM – Girl Scouts (Fellowship Hall)   
 

Tuesday, January 10, 2023 

  9:00 AM – Austin Circuit Pastoral Meeting (Hollandale, MN)  

  6:30 PM – Church Council Meeting (Conference Room)  
 

Wednesday, January 11, 2023 

  Church Office Closed – Pastor’s Family Time 

  9:00 AM – Zion Quilters 

  No Confirmation Class  

 

Thursday, January 12, 2023 

  Church Office Closed – Pastor’s Family Time 

  6:45 PM – GA Meeting  
 

Friday, January 13, 2023  

  Church Office Open 
 

Saturday, January 14, 2023 

  9:00 PM – Communion Set-up    
 

Sunday, January 15, 2023 – The 2nd Sunday after Epiphany   

  9:00 AM – Worship Service with Holy Communion 

10:00 AM – Coffee and Christian Fellowship    

10:30 AM – Brunch and Annual Meeting (Fellowship Hall)     

  6:00 PM – Lutheran Hour on KATE Radio (1450 AM) 

PREPARE FOR NEXT SUNDAY: The appointed 

Scripture readings for The Second Sunday after 

Epiphany are Isaiah 49 :1-7, Psalm 40:1-11, 1 

Corinthians 1:1-19, and John 1:29-42a.  

 

Attendance for the week of January 1, 2023 

Worship Attendance           63 

Communion Attendance           63 
 

 

 

 

 

OUT OF THE OFFICE  

I learned this past week that my daughter, Sophia, 

will be here from Oregon on Tuesday, Wednesday, 

and Thursday for a quick visit. I will be spending 

time with her and my family in Iowa. The church 

office will be closed on those days, but I will be in 

the office on Friday. Thank you for being so 

understanding. - Pastor Matt  

ABOUT ZION . . .  

Vision: All of Zion's members actively 

reaching out with God's love to 

connect the community with Jesus.  
 

Mission: Zion exists to enthusiastically share the 

Good News of Jesus with all in our community by 

connecting people with the Word and serving 

others with Christ’s love. 
 

Mission Statement:  Sowing the Good News of 

Jesus Christ.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Church Office Hours 
Monday-Thursday: 9:00 am to 1:00 pm  

and afternoon by appointment 

Friday: Office Closed  Saturday: by appointment 
 

Church Phone: 507-373-8609 

Church Email: zionalbertlea@gmail.com 
 

Pastor: Matthew L. Lehman 

Email: lehman.mlr@gmail.com 

  

 

THE GIFT OF WATER 

Water is a wonderful sign for baptism. 

It is a gift of God from creation. It 

cleanses us from that which has soiled 

us. It refreshes us when we are hot 

and tired. Without it we could not live. 

Whatever use we make of water it can 

become for us a  

reminder of  

God’s gift of love  

and grace in  

accepting us  

into the  

household  

of faith. 

 

Thank you to everyone who took down 

all the Christmas decorations yesterday. 

Your many hands made for light work 

for all! Thank you, once again, for your  

fine work!   

mailto:zionalbertlea@gmail.com
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