
Zion’s Weekly Announcements 
Sunday, December 18, 2022 

 

 

“… and they shall name him Emmanuel,” which 

means, “God is with us” (Matthew 1:23, NRSV). 

What message is more comforting and 

praiseworthy? Welcome to worship at Zion 

Lutheran Church on this final Sunday in the 

Advent season. We are glad that you are here!  

– Pastor Matt 

 

PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP 

With ages of worshipers, I pray: “O come, thou Key 

of David, come, and open wide our heavenly home” 

(“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”). Amen.  
 
 

We have LARGE PRINT BULLETINS for those who 

have visual difficulty at the usher’s table.  
 

Please sign the Fellowship Registry book at the 

end of your pew. In addition, guests and visitors are 

welcome to sign our Guest Registry by the church 

mailboxes in the Fireside Commons. Thank you.  
 

Join us for Fellowship Time after today’s worship 

service. Sunday Morning Bible Class and Sunday 

School are in session!! Praise the LORD!  
 

All members and visitors at Zion, you may wear 

your facemask if you so choose. If you are feeling 

sick, please stay home to rest and recover.  
 

Need prayers for healing or any other concerns? 

Request the Pastor or elders to pray 

for you in public worship or privately 

as the needs arise (James 5:14-16.) 

Call the church office to contact 

Pastor Matt (507) 373-8609. 

 

LUTHERAN HOUR 

for December 18 

at 6:00 PM 

KATE Radio (1450 AM)  
 

“Gestures of Hope” (Isaiah 7:14) 

Dr. Michael Zeigler shows how even the smallest 

acts of kindness can go a long way, by God's grace. 
 

Did you know it costs $65.00 per radio broadcast? 

So if you want to support this local mission ministry 

through Zion, please give a specific offering by 

marking it on your check or offering envelope. 

 
 

THE FOURTH SUNDAY IN ADVENT 

God’s Word Is Fulfilled for Us in the Flesh and 

Blood of Christ Jesus, the Son of Mary 
 

The Fourth Sunday in Advent turns our attention 

toward the Nativity of Our Lord. With the blessed 

Virgin Mary, we await the coming of the Christ, her 

Son, conceived in her womb by the Word and Spirit 

of God. This fulfillment of the sign once given to 

the house of David, that “the virgin shall conceive 

and bear a son” (Is. 7:14), is now given to us in the 

Gospel. It declares that salvation is by His grace 

alone, entirely His work and a free gift. It also is the 

way and means by which the Lord our God is 

Immanuel, “God with us.” The almighty and eternal 

Son of God is conceived and born of Mary, and is 

thus “descended from David according to the flesh” 

(Rom. 1:3–4). He comes in this way to save us with 

His own flesh and blood; wherefore, He is called 

“Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins” 

(Matt. 1:21). As Joseph received this sign in faith 

and immediately “did as the angel of the Lord 

commanded him” (Matt. 1:24), we also live by faith 

in this Holy Gospel. 

 
 

OUTREACH THOUGHT 

Matthew 1:18-25:  At first, Joseph had trouble 

believing that the Holy Spirit was directly involved 

with Mary’s pregnancy. He planned to divorce her 



quietly until an angel of the Lord came to assure 

him that Mary would bear a Son and he was to give 

this special Child the name “Jesus” because He will 

save His people from their sins. What a blessed 

privilege we have to share the Good News of Jesus 

for the salvation of many people.  By just sharing 

the truth of His name, you are sharing God’s plan to 

save us from the slavery of sin, the wretchedness of 

the devil, the defeat of the grave and the 

challenges of the sinful flesh. It’s all in a name. It’s 

all in Jesus - the reason for the season. 

 

 

STEWARDSHIP PONDERING 

Matthew 1:21 – “She will bear a son, and you 

shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his 

people from their sins.” What our good works 

could never do, Jesus has done: He has saved us 

from our sins, paid our debt, set us free. How can 

we not give thanks to Him with lives of generosity 

and godliness? What God’s Law could not do — 

truly motivate us to truly good works — Jesus’ love 

has done! 

 

 

BIBLE VERSE OF THE WEEK 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL  

In today’s lesson, “The Temple Testimonies,” God 

fulfills His promise as Jesus is born in Bethlehem. 

Forty days later, in keeping with the law, the family 

travels to Jerusalem’s temple for Mary’s purification 

and Jesus’ presentation. There, they encounter 

Simeon, a devout Jew whose song of praise lives on 

in the Church today. Likewise, Anna, the aging 

prophetess, rejoices at the coming of the Savior. 
 

The memory gem for today is: “My eyes have seen 

Your salvation.” - Luke 2:30 
 

We’ll gather at 10:20 AM in the Craft Room on the 

lower level of the Education wing of Zion.  

 

 

CONFIRMATION  

We will be on Christmas Break on December 21 and 

29. The class will resume in the new year on January 

4, 2023.  

 

 

ADULT SUNDAY BIBLE CLASS 

(Conference Room – 10:20 AM) 

Today, we will finish our study on 

“Angles: Who are these messengers of God.” Join 

us for Bible study this morning with your coffee and 

snack. We hope to see you there! – Pastor Matt   

 

 

QUOTE FOR THE DAY 

“The Son of God became a man to enable men to 

become sons of God.”—C.S. Lewis  

 

 

 

 

 

 

CANDLE 
 

The candle symbolizes Jesus being the light of the 

world (John 8:12), as well as his call for Christians to 

be lights (Matthew 5:14). Candles play a prominent 

role in the Christmas season. Each candle on an 

Advent wreath has a special meaning (hope, love, 

joy, and peace). Many churches have a candlelight 

worship service on Christmas Eve, often at 

midnight. 



 Bob and Donna Bailey 

 In Memory of Ronald Prigge 
 

Jeff Brown 

 In Memory of Jodi Brown 
 

Sue DeSart 

 In Memory of Charlie Brua 
 

Nancy Golde 

 In Memory of husband Don 
 

Laura Hedin 

 In Memory of family members 
 

Marie Hinkley 

 In Honor of Veterans 
 

Ervin Kruckeberg 

In Memory of son and parents 
 

Dwight and Joy Meyer 

 In Memory of Eric Meyer 
 

Deb Runden 
 

Verlyn Smith 

 In Memory of Dixie J Smith, wife and mother 
 

Bill and Orda Podratz 

 In Memory of son Gerald Podratz 
 

Ron Timm and family 

 In Memory of Nancy Timm 
 

Rick and Bonnie Ashling 

 In Memory of son Jay Ashling 
 

Donna and Ron True 

In Memory of parents – Herman and Elise 

Larson, Red and Ruby True 
 

Sandi Chapman 

 In Honor of our children and grandchildren 
 

John and Joleen Domes 

In Memory of parents and other family 

members in Heaven 
 

Noah and Wendy Eggebraaten 

 In Memory of Sue Urbatsch 
 

Linda Eggleston 

In Memory of my parents, brothers and other  

loved ones 
 

 

Dean and Diane Hanson 

In Memory of Eunice Mueller and Lyle and; 

Bernetta Hanson (parents) 
 

Paul and Jeanette Johnson 

 In Memory of loved ones 
 

David and Malayna Kelly 

 In Memory of Deloras Staats 
 

Dick and Elaine Mucha 
 

Elaine Nelson 

 In Memory of loved ones 
 

David and Jennifer Overland 

In Memory of Overland and Thompson family 

who have passed before us 
 

Jason Panzer 

In Memory of Sylvia Panzer and Maddison 

Cornelius 
 

Alayna Rohne 

 In Memory of Mike Rohne 
 

Vicki Sanvik 

 In Memory of Jim 
 

Kelly Schultz 

 In Memory of John Schultz 
 

Betty Sime 

 In Memory of Tom Sime 
 

Jim and Sylvia Tweet 

 In Memory of Debra Graff 
 

Jim and Deb Viktora 

 In Memory of our dads 
 

Donna Widenhoeffer 

 In Memory of husband Ron and family now  

 in Heaven 
 

Jean and Orlo Willmert 

 In Honor of children and grandchildren 
 

Bruce and Jackie Bakken 

 In Memory of our parents 
 

Thank You for Sharing! 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christmas Eve 
Date:  Saturday, December 24, 2022  

Times: 3:30 PM and 6:00 PM 

Sermon:  “Angels: Resounding” (Luke 2:8-14) 

Worship:  A Service of Lessons and Carols with Candlelight  

Music:  The Zion Choir, John Romer (Native American Flute),  

 Noah Eggebraaten (soloist), and so much more!  

 

 

 

 

Christmas Day  
Date:  Sunday, December 25, 2022  

Time: 9:00 AM 

Sermon:  “Shepherds: Telling” (Luke 2:15-18) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The First Sunday  

after Christmas  

Sunday, January 1, 2023  

9:00 AM 

“Herod: Ordering” 

 

Celebrate the beginning of  

a New Year of grace at Zion  

from a loving God!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Zion’s Christmas Eve Choir 

REHEARSALS 

• Sun., Dec. 18 @ 10:15 AM 

• Wed., Dec. 21 @ 5:30 PM 

• Sat., Dec. 24 @ 2:45 PM  

 

 

 

THANK YOU!!  

Merry and bright, 

you made this 

Christmastide for 

the two families 

we supported at 

Zion. Thank you 

to everyone who 

purchased Christmas gifts and 

gave other donations. Toni 

Timm’s trunk was full of 

presents! Thanks to God, we 

can joyfully share our blessings 

from Him with others. Zion 

family, thank you for your kind 

generosity!



The 

Lord's 

Supper is 

celebrated in this congregation 

in the confession and glad 

confidence that, as He says, our 

Lord gives into our mouths not 

only bread and wine but His 

very body and blood to eat and 

to drink for the forgiveness of 

sins and to strengthen our 

union with Him and with one 

another. Our Lord invites to His 

table those who trust His words, 

repent of all sin, and set aside 

any refusal to forgive and love 

as He forgives and loves us, 

that they may show forth His 

death until He comes.  
 

Those desiring to be guests at 

the Lord’s Table must: 

1. Believe in Jesus as Savior and 

Lord (John 3:16; 2 Cor. 1:20);  

2. Believe that in, with and under 

the bread and wine they 

receive the true body and 

blood of Christ (1 Cor. 10:17; 1 

Cor. 11:23-32);  

3. Confess their sins, seek the 

assurance of forgiveness, and 

intend with God’s help to 

amend their sinful life (1 John 

1:8-9; Rm. 12:1). 

Because those who eat and 

drink our Lord's body and 

blood unworthily do so to their 

great harm and because Holy 

Communion is a confession of 

the faith, which is confessed at 

this altar, any who are not yet 

instructed, in doubt, or who 

hold a confession differing from 

that of this congregation and 

The Lutheran Church-Missouri 

Synod, and yet desire to receive 

this sacrament are asked first to 

speak with the pastor or an 

elder.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE WONDER OF CHRISTMAS 

At Christmas, shivers in the spine have nothing to do 

with climate. Songs are sung not with the lips but 

with the heart. And light comes not from utilities but 

from the heavens. Jesus, the light of the world! 



+ This Week’s Calendar + 
Sunday, December 18, 2022 – The Fourth Sunday in Advent 

     9:00 AM – Worship Service with Holy Communion 

10:00 AM – Coffee and Christian Fellowship    

10:15 PM – Zion Choir Rehearsal (Sanctuary)   

10:20 AM – Christian Education Hour     

  6:00 PM – Lutheran Hour on KATE Radio (1450 AM) 
 

Monday, December 19, 2022 
 

Tuesday, December 20, 2022  
 

Wednesday, December 21, 2022  

  9:00 AM – Zion Quilters  

  5:30 PM – Zion Choir Rehearsal (Sanctuary)   

  No Confirmation Class – Christmas Break 
 

Thursday, December 22, 2022  

  6:45 PM – GA Meeting (Conference Room)  
 

Friday, December 23, 2022  

  Church Office Closed (Pastor’s Day Off)  
 

Saturday, December 24, 2022 – Christmas Eve 

  2:45 PM – Zion Choir Rehearsal (Sanctuary)   

  3:30 PM – Christmas Eve Carol and Candlelight Service  

  6:00 PM – Christmas Eve Carol and Candlelight Service  
 

Sunday, December 25, 2022 – Christmas Day  

  9:00 AM – Worship Service with Holy Communion 

10:00 AM – Coffee and Christian Fellowship    

  6:00 PM – Lutheran Hour on KATE Radio (1450 AM) 

PREPARE FOR NEXT SUNDAY: The appointed 

Scripture readings for Christmas Day (Sunday, 

December 25) are Isaiah 52 :7-10, Psalm 98, Titus 

3:4-7, and John 1:1-18. The sermon, “Shepherds: 

Telling,” is based on Luke 2:15-18. As worshippers, 

you will select the Christmas Carols we sing during 

the service. We look forward to seeing you on 

Christmas morning! Merry Christmas!!  

 

 

Attendance 

Week of December 11, 2022 

Worship Attendance           103 

Communion Attendance             97  

Adult Sunday Bible Class    7 

Sunday School     7 

Midweek Advent 3  61 (19/42) 

Confirmation    13 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ABOUT ZION . . .  

Vision: All of Zion's members 

actively reaching out with God's 

love to connect the community with Jesus.  
 

Mission: Zion exists to enthusiastically share the 

Good News of Jesus with all in our community by 

connecting people with the Word and serving 

others with Christ’s love. 
 

Mission Statement:  Sowing the Good News of 

Jesus Christ.  

Church Office Hours 
Monday-Thursday: 9:00 am to 1:00 pm  

and afternoon by appointment 

Friday: Office Closed  Saturday: by appointment 
 

Church Phone: 507-373-8609 

Church Email: zionalbertlea@gmail.com 
 

Pastor: Matthew L. Lehman 

Email: lehman.mlr@gmail.com 

  

 

WHO IS IT? 

A Sunday school teacher asked 

her class of kindergarteners to 

draw pictures of the manger scene 

at Bethlehem. The children quickly 

and eagerly began to color. The 

teacher walked around the room 

observing each picture in 

progress. She was puzzled by 

something she saw in one little 

boy’s picture. In one of its corners 

was a very plump, jolly-looking 

fellow. 
 

 “Bobby, who’s this person?” she 

asked, pointing to the portly 

character. 
 

“Why, that’s Round John Virgin!” 

Bobby replied.        

mailto:zionalbertlea@gmail.com
mailto:lehman.mlr@gmail.com

