
Zion’s Weekly Announcements 
Sunday, October 16, 2022 

 
Jesus urges 

us to pray 

always and 

not lose 

heart (Luke 

18:1). So we 

gather today 

for prayer, 

and also to 

give God 

praise and 

thanksgiving. 

A warm 

welcome to 

Zion Lutheran Church! – Pastor Matt!  

 

PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP: 

Dear Lord: “How sweet are your words to my taste, 

sweeter than honey to my mouth!” (Psalm 119:103). 

 
 

A QUOTE FOR THE WEEK: 

“I have so much to do  

that I shall spend  

the first three hours in prayer.”  

—Martin Luther 

 

Please sign the Fellowship Registry book at the 

end of your pew. In addition, guests and visitors are 

welcome to sign our Guest Registry by the church 

mailboxes in the Fireside Commons. Thank you.  

 

Join us for Fellowship Time after today’s worship 

service. Sunday Morning Bible Class and Sunday 

School are in session!! Praise the LORD!  

 

All members and visitors at Zion, you may wear 

your facemask if you so choose. If you are feeling 

sick, please stay home to rest and recover.  

 

Need prayers for healing or any other concerns? 

Request the Pastor or elders to pray for you in 

public worship or privately as the needs arise 

(James 5:14-16.) Call the church office to contact 

Pastor Matt (507) 373-8609. 

 

LUTHERAN HOUR 

for October 16 

KATE Radio (1450 AM)  

at 6:00 PM  
 

“Look at Me” (Luke 18:1-8) 

Lutheran Hour Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler 

God hears our cry for justice, not as an indifferent 

judge, but as our merciful heavenly Father. 

 
 

19th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
 

Faith Clings to the Word and  

Promises of God and Perseveres in Prayer 

“Left alone,” Jacob wrestled through the night with 

the Lord, “until the breaking of the day” (Gen. 

32:24). Though “Jacob’s hip was put out of joint as 

he wrestled with him” (Gen. 32:25), he would not let 

go until the Lord blessed him. At times, we, too, 

strive with God; He strives with us and blesses us by 

grace. So Jesus teaches us “always to pray and not 

lose heart” (Luke 18:1). Jesus speaks of “a judge who 

neither feared God nor respected man” and of a 

widow “who kept coming to him and saying, ‘Give 

me justice against my adversary’” (Luke 18:2–3). 

Because of her persistence, the judge agreed to 

“give her justice” (Luke 18:5). Our Lord dispenses 

justice generously and swiftly, giving “justice to his 

elect, who cry to him day and night” (Luke 18:7). He 

does so according to the Gospel. Therefore, His 

ministers are to persevere faithfully in their 

vocation, in what they “have learned and have 

firmly believed” (2 Tim. 3:14). On the basis of “the 

sacred writings” (2 Tim. 3:15), they are to “preach 

the word” at all times and not lose heart (2 Tim. 4:2).  

 

 

OUTREACH THOUGHT 

Luke 18:1-8: Persistence in prayer is something 

that Jesus taught many times. The widow in our 

reading for today received justice from an ungodly 

judge because of her persistence. Persistence with 

faith brings the Lord’s blessing. Persistence in 

sharing the Good News of Jesus with unbelievers 

https://www.lhm.org/about/zeigler-bio.asp


also bears fruit that will last into eternity. Won’t it 

be great to have someone in eternity come up and 

thank us for our persistence in witnessing to Jesus 

and never giving up on them?! 
 

 

STEWARDSHIP PONDERINGS 

Genesis 32:26 – “And he said to him, ‘Rise and 

go your way; your faith has made you well.’” The 

great Lutheran musician J.S. Bach composed a 

beautiful motet using this verse. It is the cry of true 

faith, much the same as Peter’s words: “Lord to 

whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal 

life.” True faith clings to the Lord no matter the 

struggle, no matter the “hard sayings” that the Lord 

speaks. True faith knows that God means to bless 

us always. 

 

 

 His divine power has granted to us 

all things that pertain to life and 

godliness, through the knowledge 

of him who called us to his own 

glory and excellence. – 2 Peter 1:3 

 

 

ADULT SUNDAY BIBLE CLASS 

(Conference Room – 10:20 AM) 

“The Parable of the Great Banquet” (Luke 14:16-24) 

will be our study topic this morning. We will learn 

about the 

generous 

invite, excuses, 

not right now, 

maybe later, 

righteous 

anger, and the 

invite to 

unlikely. This 

parable speaks 

to us right 

now, in this 

time and place. 

To everyone at 

Zion, you are 

invited to Bible 

Study this 

morning. There are no excuses why you cannot 

come to feast on the banqueting Word of God! 

SPELLING SPREE 

A kindergartner was practicing his spelling with 

magnetic letters on the refrigerator. He’d formed 

the words cat, dog, dad and mom for his family to 

see. 
 

One morning, the boy greeted his proud mother 

with arms outstretched. In his hands were three 

magnetic letters: G-O-D. “Look what I spelled!” he 

exclaimed. 
 

 “That’s wonderful!” Mom said. “Now go put them 

on the fridge so Dad can see them, too.” Happily, 

she thought, “That Christian education sure is 

having a great impact.” 
 

Just then, a little voice called from the kitchen. 

“Mom? How do you spell ‘-zilla’?” 😊  

 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL and 

CONFIRMATION  

We are on Fall Break this 

week. All classes will 

resume next week by 

God’s abundant grace! 

We look forward to your 

return as we study God’s 

Holy Word! May you have a refreshing break! 

 

 

MONDAY MORNING MEN’S BIBLE CLASS  

(Conference Room - 6:30 AM) 

Tomorrow’s Bible class, we will finish our look at 

“the Pillars of Islam.”  Then we will embark on “The 

Challenge of Islam - Part 2: Defending the Christian 

Faith.” The BIG question asked, “Is Your Bible 

Corrupt?” I hope to see you bright and early, 

gentlemen. – Pastor Matt  
 

 

WOMEN’S BIBLE CLASS  

(Conference Room – Thursday @ 9:30 AM) 

Ladies of Zion, join us on Thursday morning as we 

focus on “Are Mormons Christian?” from The 

Mormons: Who They Are, What They Believe. We 

discuss the Mormon’s views on God the Father, 

Jesus Christ, Humans Becoming God, and the 

Serpents’ Echo. It is incredibly different than what 

God reveals in His Holy Word!  



BIBLE QUIZ  

Review from Last Sunday’s Bible Class  

Forgiveness is necessary if we are to fully follow the 

teaching of Christ. But how many times should we 

forgive another who often offends us? Peter asked 

Jesus if we should forgive as many as “seven 

times?” (Matthew 18:21). Peter probably felt that 

forgiving seven times would be more than 

generous. But Jesus had another idea. According to 

Jesus, how many times should we forgive? 
 

A. Seventy 

B. Seventy times seven 

C. Seven hundred 

D. Seventy-seven 

E. Forgive, as we have been forgiven by God  
 

The correct answer is found in Matthew 18:22 
 

(Note: The answer varies, depending on the version 

of the Bible you use.) 

 

 

WHAT NOW? 

God: “Whew! I just created a 

24-hour period of 

alternating light and 

darkness on Earth.” 

 

Angels: “What are you going 

to do now?” 

 

God: “Call it a day.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hormel Historic Home  

Holiday Open House 

& Happy Hour 

Friday, November 18, 2022 

 

 
 

Stroll through the beautiful Hormel Historic Home 

in adoration of the fine craftsmanship that goes 

into the stunning decorations. We decorate each 

room differently each and every year! You're bound 

to find new inspiration! Enjoy live music from local 

pianists in the living room as well as a performance 

by The Austinaires (stay tuned to our Facebook 

Page where we'll share the official schedule, so you 

don't miss your favorite musician!). Ticket also 

includes an array of holiday desserts. Our cash bar 

will be available throughout the afternoon and 

evening. If you choose attend during happy hour 

(4-6pm) you'll also receive a complimentary holiday 

drink.   

 

Ticket: $10.00 each. Tickets are non-refundable. 
 

Date: Friday, November 18, 2022 
 

Time: Leave church around 10:00 AM  

          Arriving home around 3:00 PM  
 

Itinerary: Spam Museum, Lunch, and 

    the Hormel House Tour. (Austin, MN) 
 

Sign-up Sheet on the LWML Bulletin Board 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CAN YOU HELP US?   

To celebrate LWML being  

80 years old, the Hannah 

Circle is collecting canned  

food for the Ecumenical Food Shelf. We are 

over halfway there with 55 cans donated. 

Thank you for your support!!! 



Dear Beloved 

Church Family,  
 

As many churches 

observe October as 

Pastor Appreciation 

month, Zion did 

likewise with cake, 

cards, and many 

words of thanks last 

weekend! I am very appreciative of all of you. But I 

am very reluctant to call attention to myself, for 

God and His love for us in Christ Jesus are to be our 

focus!  
  

Some said they forgot a card or didn’t know it was 

pastor appreciation day. I answered, “Don’t worry 

about it. Please pray for me; that is appreciation 

enough!” And it truly is!!  
 

St. Paul never asked for anything for himself except 

that others pray for him. To the church at Rome, he 

wrote, “I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, by our 

Lord Jesus Christ and by the love of the Spirit, to 

join me in earnest prayer to God on my behalf, that 

I may be rescued from the unbelievers in Judea, 

and that my ministry to Jerusalem may be 

acceptable to the saints, so that by God’s will I may 

come to you with joy and be refreshed in your 

company” (Romans 15:30-32, NRSV). 
 

Last Sunday was overwhelming! I felt incredibly 

blessed and humbled by God through every one of 

you. Your thoughtful words, beautiful cards, and 

various gifts were tremendously generous and 

loving. I cannot say "Thank you!" enough to 

everyone! 
 

And I am thankful to God for you and your caring 

support!! Zion is a blessed family! We are God's 

family working together to serve, thank, praise Him, 

and lovingly share the beautiful message of 

salvation through His Son, our Lord and Savior, 

Jesus Christ. 
 

Please receive my most profound gratitude in 

sincere love in our Savior's holy name! How 

precious you are all to me! I thank the Lord for you!  
 

In Christ’s Service. – Pastor Matt  

HOW TO BE A “RHINO” STEWARD 

Rhinos are unique creatures. Weighing up to 5,000 

pounds, covered with inflexible plates of thick skin, 

a rhinoceros can run as fast as 30 or 40 mph. When 

a rhino perceives a threat or is irritated, it charges 

with enormous power. The last thing anyone wants 

aimed at him is a 

pointed 18-inch 

horn with all that 

weight and speed 

behind it. The 

rhinoceros is 

single-minded 

when it comes to 

doing what God made it to do — protect all 

members of its herd, especially the young ones. 

And the rhino does it immediately, without thought 

for itself. 
 

Perhaps the rhino can teach us a thing or two about 

stewardship. 
 

Shouldn’t we be quick to serve God’s kingdom as 

stewards through the use of our talent, time and 

treasure? And shouldn’t we put the full force of our 

convictions behind our actions? Such dedication 

would be rhino-like in its immediacy, persistence 

and perpetuity. 

 

 

24-7-365 

God’s 

presence in 

Christians’ 

lives can be 

summed up in 

these 

numbers: 24-7-365. It’s not a very complex code to 

crack. The God revealed through Christ’s sacrifice is 

a 24-hours-a-day, 7-days-a-week, 365-days-a-year 

God. No timeouts, no halftime breaks. God is 

present for us and with us every moment of every 

day of our lives. 
 

God can be a 24-7-365 God because Jesus was a 

one-time Savior. Jesus’ sacrifice was once and for 

all. It doesn’t need to be endlessly repeated. 
 

Praise God that His Son’s one act of complete 

obedience gives us true peace of mind 24-7-365! 



The 

Lord's 

Supper is 

celebrated in this congregation 

in the confession and glad 

confidence that, as He says, our 

Lord gives into our mouths not 

only bread and wine but His 

very body and blood to eat and 

to drink for the forgiveness of 

sins and to strengthen our 

union with Him and with one 

another. Our Lord invites to His 

table those who trust His words, 

repent of all sin, and set aside 

any refusal to forgive and love 

as He forgives and loves us, 

that they may show forth His 

death until He comes.  
 

Those desiring to be guests at 

the Lord’s Table must: 

1. Believe in Jesus as Savior and 

Lord (John 3:16; 2 Cor. 1:20);  

2. Believe that in, with and under 

the bread and wine they 

receive the true body and 

blood of Christ (1 Cor. 10:17; 1 

Cor. 11:23-32);  

3. Confess their sins, seek the 

assurance of forgiveness, and 

intend with God’s help to 

amend their sinful life (1 John 

1:8-9; Rm. 12:1). 
 

Because those who eat and 

drink our Lord's body and 

blood unworthily do so to their 

great harm and because Holy 

Communion is a confession of 

the faith, which is confessed at 

this altar, any who are not yet 

instructed, in doubt, or who 

hold a confession differing from 

that of this congregation and 

The Lutheran Church-Missouri 

Synod, and yet desire to receive 

this sacrament are asked first to 

speak with the pastor or an 

elder. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Saturday, October 29 --- 4-6 PM 

Central Park – Albert Lea 
 

We are asking Zion members to participate in a couple of ways:  

• decorating your trunk and handing candy to the Trick-or-Treaters; 

and  

• donate bag(s) of Halloween candy to be handed out.  

(A donation basket is between the office doors.  
 

Thank you for being so helpful!!  



+ This Week’s Calendar + 
Sunday, October 16, 2022 – The 19th Sunday after Pentecost  

  9:00 AM – Worship Service with Holy Communion 

10:00 AM – Coffee and Christian Fellowship    

10:20 AM – Christian Education Hour     

  4:00 PM – Online Worship Service (available)  

  6:00 PM – Lutheran Hour on KATE Radio (1450 AM) 
 

Monday, October 17, 2022 - Fall Cleaning Week 

  6:30 AM – Men’s Bible Class (Conference Room) 
 

Tuesday, October 18, 2022 - Fall Cleaning Week  

  Afternoon – Piano Tunning (Sanctuary)  
 

Wednesday, October 19, 2022 - Fall Cleaning Week  

  9:00 AM – Zion Quilters (Quilting Rooms)  

  No Confirmation – Fall Break  
 

Thursday, October 20, 2022 - Fall Cleaning Week  

  9:30 AM – Women’s Bible Study (Conference Room) 

  6:45 PM – GA Meeting (Church Library) 
 

Friday, October 21, 2022 - Fall Cleaning Week  

  Church Office Closed (Pastor’s Day Off)  
 

Saturday, October 22, 2022 

  9:00 AM – Communion Set-up (Flower and Altar)  
 

Sunday, October 23, 2022 –The 20th Sunday after Pentecost 

  9:00 AM – Worship Service with Holy Communion 

10:00 AM – Coffee and Christian Fellowship    

10:20 AM – Christian Education Hour     

  4:00 PM – Online Worship Service (available)  

  6:00 PM – Lutheran Hour on KATE Radio (1450 AM) 

 
PREPARE FOR NEXT SUNDAY: The appointed 

Scripture readings for the 20th Sunday after 

Pentecost – Genesis 4 :1-15; Psalm 5; 2 Timothy 

4:6-8, 16-18; and Luke 18:9-17. “The Kingdom 

Belongs to You!” is the sermon theme based on 

Luke 18:9-17.  

 

 

Attendance for the  

Week of October 9, 2022 

Worship Attendance           110 

Communion Attendance  92 

Adult Sunday Bible Class    8 

Sunday School     8 

Men’s Bible Class (Monday)   7 

Confirmation Class  11 

Women’s Bible Study   15 

 

 

 

 

ABOUT ZION . . .  

Vision: All of Zion's members 

actively reaching out with God's 

love to connect the community 

with Jesus.  
 

Mission: Zion exists to enthusiastically share the 

Good News of Jesus with all in our community by 

connecting people with the Word and serving 

others with Christ’s love. 
 

Mission Statement:  Sowing the Good News of 

Jesus Christ.  

Church Office Hours 
Monday-Thursday: 9:00 am to 1:00 pm  

and afternoon by appointment 

Friday: Office Closed  Saturday: by appointment 
 

Church Phone: 507-373-8609 

Church Email: zionalbertlea@gmail.com 
 

Pastor: Matthew L. Lehman 

Email: lehman.mlr@gmail.com 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

October 17-21 

Starting at 9:00 AM each day 
 

Join us, as we clean our beautiful 

church from top to bottom!  

There are jobs for men and women  

to do! A cleaning list will be in the 

usher room, along with a variety of 

cleaning supplies for you to use.  
 

Remember, many hands make for 

light work. We will see you then!!! 

mailto:zionalbertlea@gmail.com
mailto:lehman.mlr@gmail.com

