
Zion’s Weekly Announcements 
Sunday, September 18, 2022 

 
The psalmist 

tells us: 

“From the 

rising of the 

sun to its 

setting, the 

name of the 

Lord is to be 

praised” 

(Psalm 113:3, 

NRSV). So 

we gather to 

worship him now. Welcome to Zion Lutheran 

Church on the marvelous Lord’s Day!  

 

PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP: 

In the northern hemisphere, summer is turning to 

fall. Heavenly father, Creator of all good things, I 

thank You for Your steadfastness when things 

around me change. Amen.  

 

A QUOTE FOR THE WEEK: 

“Autumn carries more gold in its pocket  

than all the other seasons.” —Jim Bishop 

 

Please sign the Fellowship Registry book at the 

end of your pew. In addition, guests and visitors are 

welcome to sign our Guest Registry by the church 

mailboxes in the Fireside Commons. Thank you.  

 

Join us for Fellowship Time after today’s worship 

service. Sunday Morning Bible Class and Sunday 

School are back in session today!! Praise the LORD!  

 

All members and visitors at Zion, you may wear 

your facemask if you so choose. If you are feeling 

sick, please stay home to rest and recover.  

 

Need prayers for healing or any other concerns? 

Request the Pastor or elders to pray for you in 

public worship or privately as the needs arise 

(James 5:14-16.) Call the church office to contact 

Pastor Matt (507) 373-8609. 

 

LUTHERAN HOUR 

for September 18 

KATE Radio (1450 AM)  

at 6:00 PM  
 

“Fresh Start” (Luke 16:9) 

Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler 

What does the canning of a corrupt and 

incompetent accountant teach us about the 

undeserved mercy of God? Hear Jesus' Parable of 

the Shrewd Manager. 

 

 

SUMMARY OF TODAY’S LESSONS 

15th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
 

The Lord Is Rich in His Grace and Mercy 

Because God, our Savior, “desires all people to be 

saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth” (1 

Tim. 2:4), He urges “that supplications, prayers, 

intercessions, and thanksgivings be made for all 

people” (1 Tim. 2:1). Christians should so pray 

“without anger or quarreling,” but “adorn themselves 

in respectable apparel, with modesty and self-

control” (1 Tim. 2:8, 9). For the Lord does not forget 

“the poor of the land” (Amos 8:4). He remembers 

them according to the foolishness of the cross. “For 

what is exalted among men is an abomination in the 

sight of God” (Luke 16:15). Though we try to justify 

ourselves “before men,” God knows our sinful hearts 

and calls us to repentance (Luke 16:15). Though we 

are “not strong enough to dig,” and we are 

“ashamed to beg” (Luke 16:3), He justifies us by His 

grace and welcomes us into His “eternal dwellings” 

(Luke 16:9). More shrewd than even “the sons of this 

world” (Luke 16:8), He requires His stewards of the 

Gospel to bestow forgiveness freely. 

 

 

MISSION AND OUTREACH THOUGHT 

Luke 16:1-15: When it comes to using our finances, 

most times we don’t think of it in an evangelism 

sense. The Lord uses a parable to teach His 

disciples about being shrewd in the age in which 



we live. What if the world knew that your finances 

were dedicated to the sharing of the Gospel? How 

shrewd would that be? Jesus talks more about 

money in His parables than any other medium 

because He knows that money can get between us 

and Him. Knowing this, the Good News should be 

applied to our money. We are to be devoted to 

God rather than to money. Our priority is to be 

right with God. We cannot serve two masters. Our 

“shrewdness” can be best applied to the world as 

they see us live the good News in how we apply it 

to the use of our money. Isn’t it wonderful that we 

can proclaim the Good News and use our money at 

the same time?! Thanks be to God for all the riches 

He has given to us. 
 

 

STEWARDSHIP PONDERINGS 

Luke 16:8b – “For the sons of this world are 

more shrewd in dealing with their own 

generation than the sons of light.” The sons of 

this world know that they should use their wealth 

wisely to provide for their future. Shouldn’t we, as 

“sons of light,” know that the wealth God has 

allowed us to manage should be managed for 

God’s purposes in roles He has given us to play in 

Church, home, and society? 

 

 

Let us run with endurance … 

looking to Jesus, the founder and 

perfecter of our faith, who for the 

joy that was set before him 

endured the cross, despising the 

shame, and is seated at the right 

hand of the throne of God. – Hebrews 12:1–2 
 

 

PORTALS OF PRAYER  

The fourth quarter issue of the Portals of Prayers 

has arrived at Zion! Take a copy for you and one or 

two to share with a family member, neighbor or a 

friend.  
 

 

HOLY COMMUNION:  

The Lord's Supper is celebrated in this 

congregation in the confession and glad confidence 

that, as He says, our Lord gives into our mouths not 

only bread and wine but His very body and blood 

to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of sins and 

to strengthen our union with Him and with one 

another. Our Lord invites to His 

table those who trust His words, 

repent of all sin, and set aside 

any refusal to forgive and love 

as He forgives and loves us, 

that they may show forth His 

death until He comes.  
 

Those desiring to be guests at 

the Lord’s Table must: 

1. Believe in Jesus as Savior and 

Lord (John 3:16; 2 Cor. 1:20);  

2. Believe that in, with and under the bread and wine 

they receive the true body and blood of Christ (1 

Cor. 10:17; 1 Cor. 11:23-32);  

3. Confess their sins, seek the assurance of 

forgiveness, and intend with God’s help to amend 

their sinful life (1 John 1:8-9; Rm. 12:1). 
 

Because those who eat and drink our Lord's body 

and blood unworthily do so to their great harm and 

because Holy Communion is a confession of the 

faith, which is confessed at this altar, any who are 

not yet instructed, in doubt, or who hold a 

confession differing from that of this congregation 

and The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, and yet 

desire to receive this sacrament are asked first to 

speak with the pastor or an elder. 
 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS 

We need Sunday School 

Teachers!! Being a Sunday 

School Teacher is a great way 

to give back to the church and 

meet great children and other 

wonderful adults. Thanks to 

those who volunteered.  
 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL (Craft Room)  

There will be no Sunday School 

today. No Sunday School teacher(s) 

volunteered to teach our little ones. 

We hope to have Sunday School 

next Sunday. Please join us then!   
 

 

 



SUNDAY BIBLE CLASS 

Today’s Bible study will be on the parable of the 

Prodigal Son (Luke 15:11–32). We’ll be digging 

deeper into what Jesus was teaching with this 

parable. This parable contains many facets.  
 

Come to our Sunday morning Bible class to learn 

more about Jesus’ parables! We will be meeting in 

the Conference Room at 10:20 AM.  
 

 

MEN’S BIBLE CLASS 

Join us bright and early, 6:30 AM, at Zion for the 

Monody Morning Men’s Bible Class. We will be 

studying “The Challenge of Islam” from the 

Lutheran Hour Ministries.  
 

 

CONFIRMATION CLASS 

On Wednesday, the confirmation students will be 

learning about “How We God the Bible.” Their 

memory work is John 6:68-69 and 2 Timothy 

3:16-17. Class begins at 6:00 PM in the Conference 

Room.  

 
 

GET THEM TO CHURCH 

There is a 0.0269% chance that 

your child will become a 

professional athlete. There is a 

100% change that your child will 

stand before Jesus. Get them to church! 

“Immediately the father of the child cried out and 

said, “I believe; help my unbelief!” – Mark 9:24 
 

 

You area cordially invited to join us for a 

Fall Ladies Day Out on September 23.  
 

We will be heading to Red Wing, MN. We 

will be visiting Pottery Place Museum and 

Red Wing Shoe Museum. We will have 

lunch at Stockholm’ Pie’s Pie Plate Café & 

Red Wing General Store. 
 

We will be leaving the church at 8:00 a.m. 

and expect to be back around 5:00 p.m. 

CAN YOU HELP?  

LWML is turning 80!  

To celebrate, 

Hannah’s circile is 

collecting canned 

food for the 

Ecumenical Food 

Shelf. Please donate 

to help celebrate bot organizations. Thank you for 

your help.  
 

 

 

A bit of news we h A bit of news we have today 

A Bake-less Bake Sale is on the way. 

These busy days, who has the time to bake 

Pies, cookies, or even a cake? 

 

We’ve thought of a plan that’s truly grand, 

And feel quite sure that you’ll understand. 

In an envelope please put the price 

Of a pie, or cake or something nice. 

 

No fuss or bother, you’ve done your part, 

This is the end of our little tale, 

Help make a success of 

BAKE-LESS BAKE SALE! 

 

Fundraiser 

sponsored by Zion 

Ladies Society! 

Current projects we 

are supporting at 

Zion: Portals of Prayer, 

Bibles for the Third 

Graders,  

Sunday School and 

Bible School treats, 

Christmas gifts for shut-ins, and so much more. 

 

Please make checks payable to:  

Zion Ladies Society. 

 

Place your envelope with donation in the “CAKE 

PANS” found in the Fireside Narthex!!   

Thank you for helping Zion continue its service 

to the people of this congregation. 

 



+ This Week’s Calendar + 
Sunday, September 18, 2022 – 15th Sunday after Pentecost   

  9:00 AM – Worship Service with Holy Communion 

10:00 AM – Coffee and Christian Fellowship    

10:20 AM – Christian Education Hour     

  4:00 PM – Online Worship Service (available)  

  6:00 PM – Lutheran Hour on KATE Radio (1450 AM) 
 

Monday, September 19, 2022 

  6:30 AM – Men’s Bible Class (Conference Room) 

10:30 AM – Funeral Visitation for Mary Willmert @ Zion  

11:30 AM – Funeral Service for Mary Willmert @ Zion 

  1:45 PM – Burial/Committal for Mary Willmert @ Hillcrest Cemetery, AL  

  7:00 PM – Albert Lea Cantori Rehearsal (Sanctuary) 
 

Tuesday, September 20, 2022 

  1:00 PM – Cheer and Comfort Meeting (Conference Room)  
 

Wednesday, September 21, 2022  

  9:00 AM – Zion Quilters (Quilting Rooms)  

  6:00 PM – Confirmation (Conference Room)  
 

Thursday, September 22, 2022 – First Day of Autumn  

  6:45 PM – GA Meeting (Conference Room) 
 

Friday, September 23, 2022  

  Church Office Closed (Pastor’s Day Off)  
 

Saturday, September 24, 2022 

  9:00 AM – Communion Set-up (Flower and Altar)  

  9:30 AM – Albert Lea Cantori Rehearsal (Sanctuary) 
 

Sunday, September 25, 2022 – 16th Sunday after Pentecost   

  9:00 AM – Worship Service with Holy Communion 

10:00 AM – Coffee and Christian Fellowship    

10:20 AM – Christian Education Hour     

  4:00 PM – Online Worship Service (available)  

  6:00 PM – Lutheran Hour on KATE Radio (1450 AM) 

 
PREPARE FOR NEXT SUNDAY: The appointed 

Scripture readings for the 16th Sunday after 

Pentecost – Amos 6 :1-7; Psalm 146; 1 Timothy 6:6-

19; and Luke 16:19-31. “The Rich Man and Poor 

Lazarus” is the theme on Luke 16:19-31.  

 

Attendance for the  

Week of September 11, 2022 

Worship Attendance           110 

Communion Attendance  95 

Adult Sunday Bible Class  16 

Sunday School     8 

Men’s Bible Class   11 

Confirmation Class  11 

 

ABOUT ZION . . .  

Vision: All of Zion's members 

actively reaching out with 

God's love to connect the 

community with Jesus.  
 

Mission: Zion exists to enthusiastically share the 

Good News of Jesus with all in our community by 

connecting people with the Word and serving 

others with Christ’s love. 
 

Mission Statement:  Sowing the Good News of 

Jesus Christ.  

Church Office Hours 
Monday-Thursday: 9:00 am to 1:00 pm  

and afternoon by appointment 

Friday: Office Closed  Saturday: by appointment 
 

Church Phone: 507-373-8609 

Church Email: zionalbertlea@gmail.com 
 

Pastor: Matthew L. Lehman 

Email: lehman.mlr@gmail.com 
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