
Zion’s Weekly Announcements 
Sunday, July 17, 2022 

 
Welcome 

to worship! 

Here may 

you find rest 

for your 

souls, 

challenge 

and comfort 

alike, and 

inspiration to 

share Christ’s 

love as you 

go forth in 

faith. I thank the LORD for your presence. My 

prayers are lifted to Him for you and your family on 

this Lord’s Day. – Pastor Matt  

 

PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP: 

Dear Jesus, sometimes I’m like Mary and sometimes 

Martha. Whether I’m quietly listening or busily 

serving, remind me that you are the “one thing” I 

need (Luke 10:42). Amen. 

 

A QUOTE FOR THE WEEK: 

“Worry does not empty tomorrow of its sorrow; it 

empties today of its strength.” —Corrie ten Boom 

 

Please sign the Fellowship Registry book at the 

end of your pew. In addition, guests and visitors are 

welcome to sign our Guest Registry by the church 

mailboxes in the Fireside Commons. Thank you.  
 

Join us for Fellowship Time after today’s worship 

service. Sunday Morning Bible Class is on recess 

until the September 11.  
 

All members and visitors at Zion, you may wear 

your facemask if you so choose. If you are feeling 

sick, please stay home to rest and recover.  
 

Need prayers for healing or any other concerns? 

Request the Pastor or elders to pray for you in 

public worship or privately as the needs arise 

(James 5:14-16.) Call the church office to contact 

Pastor Matt (507) 373-8609. 

LUTHERAN HOUR 

for July 17 

KATE Radio (1450 AM)  

at 6:00 PM  
 

"18 Hours in the Ocean " (Ecclesiastes 9:10) 

Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler 

Voltaire said, "Life is a shipwreck." The Bible gives 

us a rescue beacon. 

 

 

SUMMARY OF TODAY’S LESSONS 

6th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
 

The Word of Christ Is the One Thing Needed 

“The LORD appeared to [Abraham] by the oaks of 

Mamre” (Gen. 18:1) and received his hospitality. But 

Abraham received the gracious promise of a son. 

Though Abraham and Sarah were very old, nothing 

is “too hard for the LORD” (Gen. 18:14). His Word 

appointed the time and fulfilled the promise. In the 

same way, the Lord Jesus “entered a village” and 

received Martha’s hospitality (Luke 10:38). “Martha 

was distracted with much serving” because she was 

“anxious and troubled about many things” (Luke 

10:40–41), but her sister, Mary, “sat at the Lord’s feet 

and listened to his teaching” (Luke 10:39). The 

service of love is no sin, but “one thing is necessary” 

for both faith and love — the Word of Christ (Luke 

10:42). Thus, the ministers of Christ are sent “to 

make the word of God fully known, the mystery 

hidden for ages and generations but now revealed to 

his saints” (Col. 1:25–26). 

 

 

STEWARDSHIP PONDERINGS 

Luke 10:40b – “Lord, do you not care that my 

sister has left me to serve alone?” Martha is 

doing the right thing but in the wrong order. Her 

service to the Lord is good, but she has let it get 

ahead of hearing His Word. Mary has placed the 

Word first, which is good. Is there any doubt that 

she will rise once she has heard the Word and get 

to serving as well? Isn’t that what hearing the Word 



always leads us to do? We listen, then respond. We 

believe, and thus we act!  

 

 

MISSION AND OUTREACH THOUGHT 

Luke 10:38-42: We, like Mary, grow as our Lord’s 

witnesses by “sitting at His feet” to be strengthened 

in our own faith. As we grow in our faith, we 

become more and more confident in sharing the 

hope that is within us. Because we have been 

nourished through the Word of God, we can 

become like one beggar telling another beggar 

where to find food. Come and see; go and tell! 

 

 

WEEKLY MEMORY VERSE  

Behold, he is coming with the 

clouds, and every eye will see him, 

even those who pierced him, and 

all tribes of the earth will wail on 

account of him. Even so. Amen. “I 

am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, 

“who is and who was and who is to come, the 

Almighty.” —Revelation 1:7–8 

 

 

+ CHRISTIAN SYMBOL + 

Oak trees are common 

in Israel, and, according 

to tradition, Jesus' cross 

may have been made of 

oak. In the Old 

Testament, oaks often 

symbolize strength and 

longevity. In Hebrew, the words for oak and 

providence are related, and some important biblical 

events take place near, or are marked by, oak trees; 

for example, "The Lord appeared to Abraham by 

the oaks of Mamre ..." (Genesis 18:1, NRSV). 

 

 

WELCOMING THE HOLY  

Abraham and Sarah welcomed three strangers who 

turned out to be the Lord. Jesus said, “If anyone 

gives even a cup of cold water to one of these little 

ones who is my disciple,” the giver will be rewarded 

(Matthew 10:42, NIV). An ancient Jewish proverb 

asserts: “Hospitality is one form of worship.” A 

Russian Orthodox monk is said to have told a 

younger one, “Sometimes I see a stranger coming 

up the road and I say, ‘Oh, Jesus Christ, is it you 

again?’” And an old Gaelic poem declares, “Often, 

often, often, goes the Christ in the stranger’s guise.” 
 

Sometimes we think we must do something big to 

serve God. Today, when you smile at someone on 

the street, take time to entertain a child’s question, 

bring cookies to a new neighbor, thank a server or 

clerk … know that you are serving your neighbor 

with kindness and love that have been shown to 

you through the One, Christ Jesus, who served you.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

REFRESH MY SOUL 

It’s so easy to get caught up in 

this fast-paced, rapid-fire world and to forget 

the peace that passes all understanding, 

the love that casts out all fear. 

So slow me down, Lord. 

Steady me. 

Infuse my life with harmony and calm 

and refresh my soul in you. 

 
 

 

CELEBRATING  

WOMEN’S 

MINISTRY AT 

ZION 

Today, we 

recognize and 

thank God for the 

loving service 

performed by the 

women of our congregation. In the Gospel lesson 

(Luke 10:38-42), we hear how Jesus calmed 

Martha's anxiety, and He commended Mary for 

opening her ears and her heart to Him. As a 

congregation, we bless these women who faithfully 

serve among us with gladness and joy in the Lord!  



HOLY COMMUNION 

The Lord's Supper is celebrated 

in this congregation in the 

confession and glad confidence 

that, as He says, our Lord gives 

into our mouths not only bread 

and wine but His very body and 

blood to eat and to drink for 

the forgiveness of sins and to 

strengthen our union with Him 

and with one another. Our Lord 

invites to His table those who 

trust His words, repent of all sin, 

and set aside any refusal to 

forgive and love as He forgives 

and loves us, that they may 

show forth His death until He 

comes.  
 

Those desiring to be guests at 

the Lord’s Table must: 

1. Believe in Jesus as Savior and 

Lord (John 3:16; 2 Cor. 1:20);  

2. Believe that in, with and 

under the bread and wine 

they receive the true body 

and blood of Christ (1 Cor. 

10:17; 1 Cor. 11:23-32);  

3. Confess their sins, seek the 

assurance of forgiveness, and 

intend with God’s help to 

amend their sinful life (1 John 

1:8-9; Rm. 12:1). 
 

Because those who eat and 

drink our Lord's body and 

blood unworthily do so to their 

great harm and because Holy 

Communion is a confession of 

the faith which is confessed at 

this altar, any who are not yet 

instructed, in doubt, or who 

hold a confession differing from 

that of this congregation and 

The Lutheran Church-Missouri 

Synod, and yet desire to receive 

this sacrament are asked first to 

speak with the pastor or an 

elder. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Another Youth National LCMS 

Youth Gathering (NYG) is in 

the books. Fifteen in total! An 

announcement about the 2025 

Youth Gathering will be in 

New Orleans. 
 

Before the service, you will see a slide show of photos Toni Timm 

posted on Zion’s Facebook Page. Enjoy!!  
 

Thank you to all the Zion Lutheran Church members and friends for 

your patronage. The NYG was a fantastic event!! Worship services, 

prayer time, Bible studies, servant and mission events, engaging and 

uplifting speakers, and awesome mass events each night at Minute 

Maid Park. Praise the Lord! We will have much more to share about this 

trip once we rest, recover, and regroup! Once again, thank you for 

sponsoring, encouraging, and praying for us!!! We hope you love the 

warmer weather we brought back to Minnesota from Houston.  
 

—Toni Timm, Travis Drescher and Samuel Houle

RELAY FOR LIFE 
Relay for Life of Freeborn County is Friday, August 12, 2022, at the 

Freeborn County Fairgrounds. Zion’s Beautiful Feat Team is looking 

for more team members and or individuals that would like to donate 

--- bake goods (bars, pies, loaves of bread, muffins, cookies, and the 

like), pop, water, and small chip/snack bags. If you have any 

questions, please contact with Diane Hanson or Jeff Brown.  
 

We need walkers to sign-up for ½-hour or 1-hour walk times 

throughout the night (7:00 PM to 7:00 AM). A sign-up sheet is by the 

Relay for Life items at the main entrance area by the offices.  
 

Our next team meeting will be Tuesday, July 26 at 6:00 PM.  
 

Items for purchase:  

• Luminaries are $10 each  

o You can dedicate your luminaire to a survivor, 

caregiver, or in memory of a loved one. We have 

decorated luminaries too.  

• Footprints $2 each or 3 for $5.00 

• NEW Quilt Raffle: We have three beautiful quilts made by 

the Zion Quilters. Each ticket is $3.00, or you can purchase 

two tickets for $5.00. Place your raffle ticket(s) in the bag 

attached to the quilt you want to win.  

• Got someone you want to Flock with Flamingos? Talk with 

Diane Hanson or Travis Drescher. The flocks are moving 

around Albert Lea. Be on the watch for them! 😊  

• Make checks payable to the “American Cancer Association.”  



NEW TESTAMENT 

STANDARD GIVING 

Whenever the topic of 

stewardship and giving comes 

up, the conversation inevitably 

turns to the question: “How 

much should I give?” Answers 

will vary because the motive 

behind such questions vary 

also.  
 

Sometimes the motive behind 

asking this question is for self-

justification. Even though as 

Lutherans, we know that we are 

not saved by our works but by 

grace through faith because of 

Jesus’ substitutionary 

atonement. Yet the natural 

religion of fallen man is to earn 

God’s favor by what we do. 
 

Take for example the response 

of our Lord to the rich young 

ruler who asked, “what must I 

do to inherit eternal life?” Jesus 

first tells him to keep the 

commandments. The rich 

young ruler responds by 

indicating that all this he has 

kept from his youth. But Jesus 

tells him that he lacks one 

thing: He must sell all that he 

has and give it to the poor and 

then follow him. This rich, 

young ruler went away sad 

because he was quite wealthy 

and could not part with his 

possessions.  
 

Here we see that those who 

seek to justify themselves by 

their giving will hear a response 

that intensifies the duty that 

God places upon them. Indeed, 

they will hear a response that 

makes it impossible to win 

God’s favor by their works. 
 

 

But to those who genuinely 

desire to know what their duty 

is, as Christians, in the arena of 

giving, we look to the Bible for 

our answer. We believe that the 

Bible is the Word of God. And 

we know that the Word of God 

has been “breathed out by God 

and profitable for teaching, for 

reproof, for correction, and for 

training in righteousness, that 

the man of God may be 

complete, equipped for every 

good work” (2 Tim. 3:16–17).  
 

So, we begin to answer the 

question, “What should I give?” 

with the question, “What does 

the Bible say about how much 

we should give and to whom?” 
 

The Old Testament is 

explicit. The 

expectation is that the 

people of God would 

give a tithe, that is 10 

percent, of the first 

fruits of their labor to 

support the full-time 

ministry of the 

Levites. This is what 

the Lord gave Moses 

to teach the people: 

“You shall tithe all the 

yield of your seed that 

comes from the field year 

by year. And before the 

Lord your God, in the 

place that he will choose, 

to make his name dwell 

there, you shall eat the 

tithe of your grain, of your 

wine, and of your oil, and 

the firstborn of your herd 

and flock, that you may 

learn to fear the Lord your 

God always. And if the 

way is too long for you, so 

that you are not able to 

carry the tithe, when the 

Lord your God blesses 

you, because the place is 

too far from you, which 

the Lord your God 

chooses, to set his name 

there, then you shall turn 

it into money and bind up 

the money in your hand 

and go to the place that 

the Lord your God 

chooses and spend the 

money for whatever you 

desire—oxen or sheep or 

wine or strong drink, 

whatever your appetite 

craves. And you shall eat 

there before the Lord your 

God and rejoice, you and 

your household. And you 

shall not neglect 

the Levite who is 

within your towns, 

for he has no 

portion or 

inheritance with 

you.  
 

“At the end of 

every three years 

you shall bring out 

all the tithe of your 

produce in the same year 

and lay it up within your 

towns. And the Levite, 

because he has no portion 

or inheritance with you, 

and the sojourner, the 

fatherless, and the widow, 

who are within your 

towns, shall come and eat 

and be filled, that the Lord 

your God may bless you in 

all the work of your hands 

that you do.” 

(Deuteronomy 14:22–29) 
 

This principle of tithing is 

carried over into the New 



Testament, though not explicitly 

by calling it a tithe. St. Paul 

teaches the Church at Corinth 

this: We are to give to the 

church regularly (1 Cor. 16:1–2), 

proportionally (1 Cor. 16:1–2; 2 

Cor. 8:12), and generously (2 

Cor. 8:20) of our first fruits (1 

Cor. 16:1–2; Gen. 4:4; Prov. 3:9; 

Lev. 27:30) with a spirit of 

eagerness (2 Cor. 9:2), 

earnestness (2 Cor. 8:7), 

cheerfulness (2 Cor. 9:7), and 

love (2 Cor. 8:23). And all of this 

is because the “Lord has 

ordained that those who preach 

the Gospel should make their 

living by the Gospel” (1 Cor. 

9:14), just as the Levites did. 
 

This our New Testament 

standard. Since Christ became 

poor for us in order to make us 

rich in Him – blessing us with 

the riches of heaven – so we 

also have been so blessed to 

follow the example of our Lord 

and Savior and give of 

ourselves and the work of our 

hands to bless others with the 

same.  
 

If we have been lax in this, let 

us – like our Lord, who for the 

joy set before Him endured the 

cross and scorned its shame – 

likewise begin to work toward 

this goal of regular giving of a 

generous proportion of the first 

fruits of God’s giving to us. And 

let us do so not begrudgingly, 

but for the joy set before us—

with a spirit of eagerness, 

cheerfulness, and love—to 

share the blessings of God with 

those placed into our care.  
 

– LCMS Stewardship Ministry: 

lcms.org/stewardship 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.lcms.org/how-we-serve/national/stewardship-ministry


+ This Week’s Calendar + 
Sunday, July 17, 2022 – 6th Sunday after Pentecost  

  9:00 AM – In-Person Service with Holy Communion   

10:00 AM – Coffee and Christian Fellowship    

  4:00 PM – Online Worship Service (available)  

  6:00 PM – Lutheran Hour on KATE Radio (1450 AM) 
 

Monday, July 18, 2022 
 

Tuesday, July 19, 2022 

  1:00 PM – Cheer and Comfort Meeting (Conference Room)   
 

Wednesday, July 20, 2022  

  9:00 AM – Quilters (Quilting Rooms)  

11 AM - 8 PM – Wind Down Wednesday (Albert Lea Downtown)  
 

Thursday, July 21, 2022 

  6:45 PM – GA Meeting (Library) 
 

Friday, July 22, 2022  

  Church Office Closed (Pastor’s Day Off)  
 

Saturday, July 23, 2022 

  9:00 AM – Communion Set-up (Flower and Altar) 
 

Sunday, July 24, 2022 – 7th Sunday after Pentecost  

  9:00 AM – In-Person Service with Holy Communion   

10:00 AM – Coffee and Christian Fellowship    

  4:00 PM – Online Worship Service (available)  

  6:00 PM – Lutheran Hour on KATE Radio (1450 AM) 

 

PREPARE FOR NEXT SUNDAY: The appointed 

Scripture readings for the 7th Sunday after 

Pentecost are Genesis 18:20-33; Psalm 138; 

Colossians 2:6-15; and Luke 11:1-13. Prayer. Jesus 

gives His disciples and us, the Church, the perfect 

prayer, the Lord’s Prayer. 

 

Pentecost Sunday, July 10, 2022 

In-Person Attendance 77 

In-Person Communion        73 

YouTube Views  29  

 

Vision: All of Zion's members actively reaching out 

with God's love to connect the community with 

Jesus. 
 

Mission: Zion exists to enthusiastically share the 

Good News of Jesus with all in our community by 

connecting people with the Word and serving 

others with Christ’s love. 
 

Mission Statement:  Sowing the Good News of 

Jesus Christ!  

WHEN ON VACATION 

When on vacation, be with us in spirit. 

The rest of the summer, be with us in person. 
 

(I encourage you to seek out a local 

LCMS congregation to worship with 

while on vacation. If you need assistance 

finding a church, let me know, and I can 

help you.) Enjoy your summer!! 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Church Office Hours 
Monday-Thursday: 9:00 am to 1:00 pm  

and afternoon by appointment 

Friday: Office Closed  Saturday: by appointment 
 

Church Phone: 507-373-8609 

Church Email: zionalbertlea@gmail.com 
 

Pastor: Matthew L. Lehman 

Email: lehman.mlr@gmail.com 
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