
Zion’s Weekly Announcements 
Sunday, February 20, 2022 

 
Family of 

Christ, 

welcome to 

worship! In 

Jesus’ name, 

please greet the 

children of God 

seated near you. 

 

PRAYER: Jesus, I 

come today with 

a whole host of emotions and distractions, for I am 

a sinner who needs Your forgiveness. You know all 

my sins and troubles. Wrap me in Your love! May I 

rest in Your forgiveness and peace. Amen.  

 

A QUOTE FOR THE WEEK: 

“People do not care how much we know until they 

know how much we care.” —Anonymous 

 

All visitors to Zion, you are encouraged to wear 

your mask as COVID cases remain steady in our 

community. If you are feeling sick, please stay 

home to rest and recover.  
 

All worshipers, please sign the Fellowship Registry 

book at the end of your pew. Thanks. 
 

Join us for Fellowship Time after today’s worship 

service. We invite you to Adult Bible Class at 10:20 

AM in the Conference Room.  
 

Need prayers for healing or any other concerns? 

Request the Pastor or elders to pray for you in 

public worship or privately as the needs arise 

(James 5:14-16.) Call the church office to contact 

Pastor Matt (507) 373-8609.  
 

 

SUMMARY OF TODAY’S LESSONS 

The Seventh Sunday after the Epiphany 

As the Son of God Is Merciful and Forgives  

Your Sins, You Also Be Merciful and Forgive 
 

Your inheritance as a child of Adam is sin and 

death, but in Christ you are made alive through His 

resurrection from the dead (1 Cor. 15:21–22). As 

you have died with Him in Holy Baptism, so are you 

raised with Him to newness of life. Therefore, “do 

not go on sinning” (1 Cor. 15:34). Instead of serving 

your desires and harming your neighbors, live as 

“sons of the Most High,” and “be merciful, even as 

your Father is merciful” (Luke 6:35–36). Deal with 

others as you would have others deal with you 

(Luke 6:31, 37–38). As Christ loved you when you 

were at enmity with Him, as He blessed and prayed 

for those who abused Him, and as He did good to 

those who hated Him and hurt Him, so also “love 

your enemies, do good” (Luke 6:27–29, 35). For God 

sent His Son to bear the cross and suffer death, not 

to condemn the guilty, but “to preserve life.” So 

does He provide a place for you within His Church, 

where He is near and deals kindly with “you and 

your children and your children’s children” (Gen. 

45:5–10). 
 

 

STEWARDSHIP PONDERINGS 

Luke 6:30-31 – “Give to everyone who begs from 

you, and from one who takes away your goods 

do not demand them back. And as you wish that 

others would do to you, do so to them.” Is it 

really possible to live like this? Would it really work 

to be so open-handed and generous? Our 

conscience often reminds us of our failures, and the 

Lord knows our frailty, that’s for sure! But a life of 

faith is a life lived in imitation of Jesus, and every 

follower of Jesus knows that yes, indeed, it is better 

to give than to receive. 
 

 

WITNESS AND OUTREACH  

Luke 6:27-38:  Loving our 

enemies is one of the most 

difficult things for sinful people like us 

to do. Our sinful nature would rather 

hate, get even with, or hold grudges against our 

enemies. Yet, by the Holy Spirit’s help, the love that 

we share with our enemies may be the example and 

witness that leads someone else to see the love 

that God has for them in Christ Jesus. 
 



MEMORY VERSE  

“He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn 

of all creation.” - Colossians 1:15 
 

 

 

SUNDAY MORNING BIBLE CLASS 

Today, we will study “The Faith of a Canaanite 

Woman” from Matthew 15:21-28. She cried to the 

Lord to have mercy on her, for a demon-oppressed 

her. The disciples said, “Send her away, for she is 

crying out after us.” Jesus answered, “I was sent 

only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” WOW! 

They do not sound very compassionate. We will be 

learning how this turns out in class this morning at 

10:20 AM. Join us in the Conference Room. All are 

welcome!! 

 
 

MONDAY MORNING MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

The Case for Christ is our topical study. It is a DVD 

study by Lee Strobel, who searches out the truth to 

determine if there is enough evidence to claim that 

Jesus of Nazareth really is the son of God. We will 

wrap up the first session, “The Investigation of a 

Lifetime” and begin the second session, “Eyewitness 

Evidence.” The class starts at 6:30 AM in the 

conference room. Coffee will be hot and ready!  

 

 

CONFIRMATION CLASS 

Wednesday, February 23, 2022 
 

Study Topic: Office of the Keys  

Memory Work:  

• “What is confession?” and “What sin should we 

confess?”  

• O.T. Books of the Bible: Matthew-Colossians   
 

 

HONOR THY TEACHER  

When President Eisenhower invited James Michener 

to a White House dinner, the bestselling author 

replied: “Dear Mr. President, I received your 

invitation three days after I had agreed to speak a 

few words at a dinner honoring the wonderful high 

school teacher who taught me how to write. I know 

you will not miss me at your dinner, but she might 

at hers.” Instead of taking offense, Eisenhower 

answered: “In his lifetime, a man lives under 15 or 

16 presidents. But a really fine 

teacher comes into his life but 

rarely.” 
 

Fine teachers are indeed worth 

cherishing, whether they hold classes in churches or 

public schools, on Sundays or on weekdays. Let us 

honor and appreciate all teachers, all year long. 

Thank you for preparing lessons with care, for 

going above and beyond to meet each student’s 

needs, and for sparking curiosity about God and 

everything he created. You’re a blessing! 
 

 

FOUR BEAUTY TIPS 

Before she became an actress, Audrey Hepburn was 

a successful fashion model. After her acting career, 

she spent much of her time working for 

humanitarian causes around the world. These four 

“beauty tips” written by this former model are a 

snapshot of how she lived her life. They were read 

at her funeral. 
 

1. For attractive lips, speak words of kindness. 

2. For lovely eyes, look for the good in people. 

3. For a slim figure, share your food with the 

hungry. 

4. For poise, walk with the knowledge that you 

never walk alone. 
 

 

LENT IS ALMOST HERE 

Ash Wednesday, the beginning of Lent, comes on 

March 2, 2022. We Christians observe Lent for 40 

days (excluding Sundays) to examine our spiritual 

condition and to strive to improve our relationship 

with God. 
 

On Ash Wednesday many pastors dip a finger or 

thumb in black ashes and make the form of a cross 

on the foreheads of worshipers. Many Christians 

keep the symbol on their head for the entire day. It 

is a reminder of one’s sorrow for one’s sins. It is a 

sign of humility and the need for forgiveness. Also, 

the cross on the forehead reminds us of the death 

of Christ for the forgiveness of our sins. 
 

Lent is also a period of 

spiritual preparation for 

Easter Sunday, the greatest 

day on the Christian calendar. 
 



During Lent most churches have additional services. 

Some offer special Bible study events or classes in 

strengthening the spiritual life. It is a good time to 

study the life of a great Christian from the past and 

the ways that person developed closeness to God. 
 

It’s important that each Christian practice spiritual 

disciplines to “show that you are a letter of Christ … 

written not with ink but with the Spirit of the living 

God, not on tablets of stone but on tablets of 

human hearts” (2 Corinthians 3:3, NRSV). 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Are you a blessing to your neighbors – 

neighborhood? Join us at the Minnesota South LLL 

Convention on Saturday, March 19, at Trinity 

Lutheran Church, 222 6th Ave SW., Rochester, 

Minnesota, to learn about making disciples in Christ 

and sharing His Love. The Convention will include:  

• Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler, Speaker of The 

Lutheran Hour® as Guest Speaker  

• John & Mariam Gayed, POBLO Missionary 

Team, will share their ministry story  

• Celebrate 92 years of LLL support for the 

Lutheran Hour  

 

Doors open at 8:00am with the morning business 

session beginning at 9:00am. LLL members are 

invited to attend the morning session and lunch. 

The afternoon sessions begin with presentations at 

1:00pm, followed by dinner, and the Lutheran Hour 

Rally beginning at 6:30pm. The afternoon sessions, 

dinner, and Lutheran Hour Rally are open to the 

public. The day’s events will conclude at 8: 00pm.  
 

The cost for lunch and dinner is $25.00 per 

person/$40.00 per couple. If you would like to join 

us for either the lunch meal or the dinner meal the 

cost is $13.00 per person/$23.00 per couple. 

Payment for the meals will be taken at the door. 

Make checks payable to the MN South District LLL.  
 

If you have any questions or need more 

information, contact Convention Chairman, Arley 

Pentico by phone: 507-206-8415 or by email: 

arleyp@charter.net. 

Albert Lea Civic Music's  

2022 Scholarship Auditions 
  

The Albert Lea Civic Music Association Board 

and Scholarship Committee is pleased to 

announce the following audition date for the 

Jerdet College Music Scholarships, the 

Wipplinger Organ and Piano Scholarships, 

and the new Albert Lea Civic Music 

Instrumental and Voice Lessons Scholarships. 
 

Application Deadline:  

Postmarked by April 25, 2022  

 

Audition Date: May 27, 2022  

First Presbyterian Church  

(308 Water St, Albert Lea, MN)  

 

1. New this year: Civic Music is excited to be 

offering scholarships for vocalists and 

instrumentalists in Junior High School and 

Senior High School for private lessons during 

the 2022-2023 school year. These lessons are 

available for students who live in Freeborn 

County, MN.  

2. Civic Music continues to offer scholarships for 

Summer Music Camps for junior and Senior 

High Students and College students in our 

selling area. (Approximately a 30-mile radius 

from Albert Lea, MN)  

3. The Wipplinger Piano and Organ Scholarship is 

for piano or organ lessons. This is more 

restrictive per Mrs. Wipplinger’s instruction, so 

please check the brochure to see who is 

available for this scholarship.  

 

If you are indeed of a brochures and applications, 

please check the Civic Music website under 

scholarships or contact the committee chair, Eileen 

Nelson Ness, (507) 383-7629.  

 

Thank you,  

The Civic Music Scholarship Committee 
 

 



GOD IN MAN  

MADE MANIFEST 

The season of Epiphany focuses 

on how God was made manifest 

in the flesh of Jesus. The church 

spends time hearing of the 

miracles, signs, and wonders of 

Jesus in the world. And this 

made plain to all that Jesus 

really is who He said He was. He 

is the Second Person of the 

Holy Trinity, the only begotten 

Son of the Father, in the flesh. 

For “the Word became flesh 

and dwelt among us” (John 

1:14). 
 

It is revealed for all the world to 

see that Jesus is God in the 

flesh. It is made manifest by His 

words and His work, by what He 

said and by what He did. And 

these belong together, for “the 

Word became flesh and dwelt 

among us.” Jesus is the Word 

and will of God in the flesh, that 

is, He is the walking, talking 

enactment of God’s Word. 
 

It is no different for us. We are 

called not just to believe in God 

in hearts but also to trust in 

God in word and deed. As 

James wrote: “But be doers of 

the word, and not hearers only, 

deceiving yourselves” (James 

1:22), and again, “What good is 

it, my brothers, if someone says 

he has faith but does not have 

works? … So also faith by itself, 

if it does not have works, is 

dead. … Show me your faith 

apart from your works, and I 

will show you my faith by my 

works. … For as the body apart 

from the spirit is dead, so also 

faith apart from works is dead” 

(James 2:14, 17–18, 26). 
 

Our faith is lived out in works 

for our neighbor. Our trust in the Word and will of God is lived out not 

in word only but also in deed and in truth. In other words, the Epiphany 

of the Lord creates in us an epiphany 

of our faith in our works of obedience 

to God who commanded them. By 

this, our faith is made manifest to the 

world. It is, as Luther wrote of faith:  
 

Faith is a divine work in us. It 

changes us and makes us to be 

born anew of God (John 1). It kills 

the old Adam and makes 

altogether different people, in 

heart and spirit and mind and 

powers, and it brings with it the 

Holy Spirit. 
 

Oh, it is a living, busy, active, 

mighty thing, this faith. And so it 

is impossible for it not to do good works incessantly. It does not 

ask whether there are good works to do, but before the 

question rises, it has already done them, and is always at the 

doing of them. 
 

He who does not these works is a faithless man. He gropes and 

looks about after faith and good works and knows neither what 

faith is nor what good works are, though he talks and talks, with 

many words about faith and good works. 

 

Faith is a living, daring confidence in God’s grace, so sure and 

certain that a man would stake his life on it a thousand times. 

This confidence in God’s grace and knowledge of it makes men 

glad and bold and happy in dealing with God and all His 

creatures. And this is the work of the Holy Spirit in faith. Hence a 

man is ready and glad, without compulsion, to do good to 

everyone, to serve everyone, to suffer everything, in love and 

praise to God, who has shown him this grace. 
 

And thus it is impossible to separate works from faith, quite as 

impossible as to separate burning and shining from fire. Beware, 

therefore, of your own false notions and of the idle talkers, who 

would be wise enough to make decisions about faith and good 

works, and yet are the greatest fools. (Preface to the Book of 

Romans) 
 

So, then, let our faith be active by God’s power in the Word through the 

Holy Spirit. And let then our faith be made manifest to the world by 

what this faith does: serving our neighbor – in church, in the family, and 

society – with the works of faith in time, talents, and treasures.  
 

– LCMS Stewardship Ministry: lcms.org/stewardship 

https://www.lcms.org/how-we-serve/national/stewardship-ministry


 
ALL IS WELL 

Horatio Spafford (1828-1888), a 

prominent, wealthy Chicago 

lawyer, is remembered for 

writing the beloved hymn “It Is 

Well With My Soul.” 
 

It seems such lyrics would come 

naturally to someone so 

successful. But Spafford didn’t 

pen the hymn during life’s high 

points. Instead, the words 

poured forth amid tragedy. 
 

In 1871, the Great Chicago Fire 

wiped out Spafford’s life 

savings. Two years later, his 

wife, Anna, and their four 

daughters headed to Europe on 

the SS Ville Du Havre, with 

Spafford to follow a few days 

later. The boat was struck by 

another vessel and sank, killing 

226 of the 313 people onboard. 

Although Anna survived, the 

Spafford girls didn’t. 
 

After receiving the news, 

Spafford went to England to get 

Anna. While sailing over the 

spot where his daughters had 

died, he wrote the lyrics to “It Is 

Well With My Soul.” They’re a 

reminder that no matter what 

life brings, our souls can be at 

rest in God. 
 

“When peace, like a river, 

attendeth my way, 

when sorrows like sea  

billows roll; 

whatever my lot,  

thou hast taught me to say, 

It is well, it is well with my soul.” 

SALE: Girl Scout Cookies  

Order your favorite Girl Scout Cookies today! An order 

form is located on the bulletin board by Pastor Matt’s 

Office. Help support the Girl Scout Troop #43224 that 

meets at Zion Lutheran Church under the leadership of 

Diane Hanson. Please support our local troop!! Thank 

you!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



+ This Week’s Calendar + 
Sunday, February 20, 2022 – The Seventh Sunday after Epiphany    

  9:00 AM – In-Person Service with Holy Communion   

10:30 AM – Adult Bible Class (Conference Room) 

11:30 AM – 12:30 PM - Drive-In Communion 

  4:00 PM – Online Worship Service (available)  

  6:00 PM – Lutheran Hour on KATE Radio (1450 AM) 
 

Monday, February 21, 2022 – Presidents’ Day 

  6:30 AM – Men’s Bible Class (Conference Room) 

  1:00 PM – Funeral Vastation for Janice Rae (nee Markle) Gademan (Zion) 

  2:00 PM – Funeral Service for Janice Rae (nee Markle) Gademan (Zion) 

  3:00 PM – Committal Service for Janice Rae Gademan (Hillcrest Cemetery) 

  6:30 PM – Albert Lea Cantori Rehearsal (Sanctuary) 
 

Tuesday, February 22, 2022  

  6:00 PM – Girl Scouts @ Zion (Fellowship Hall)  
 

Wednesday, February 23, 2022  

  9:00 AM – Quilters (Quilting Rooms)  

  6:00 PM – Confirmation Class (Conference Room) 
 

Thursday, February 24, 2022 

  6:45 PM – GA Meeting (Conference Room) 
 

Friday, February 25, 2022 

  Pastor’s Day Off (Office Closed) 
 

Saturday, February 26, 2022 

  9:00 AM – Communion Set-up (Flower and Altar) 
 

Sunday, February 27, 2022 – The Transfiguration of Our Lord  

  9:00 AM – In-Person Service with Holy Communion   

10:30 AM – Adult Bible Class (Conference Room) 

11:30 AM – 12:30 PM - Drive-In Communion 

  4:00 PM – Online Worship Service (available)  

  6:00 PM – Lutheran Hour on KATE Radio (1450 AM) 

 
PREPARE FOR NEXT SUNDAY: The Scripture 

readings for the Transfiguration of Our Lord – 

Genesis 45:3-15, Psalm 103:1-13, 1 Corinthians 

15:21-26, 30-42, and Luke 6:27-38. We will be 

saying farewell to Alleluias as we prepare for the 

penitential season of Lent.  
 

Dive-In Communion will be coming to an end 

(February 27) on Sunday mornings. Please make 

arrangements with Pastor Matt if you wish to have 

Holy Communion during the week. Thank you.  
 

The Verse for the Transfiguration of Our Lord is 

from Psalm 45:2a, “You are the most handsome of 

the sons of men; grace is poured upon your lips.” 

Week of February 13, 2022 

In-Person Attendance:  86 

YouTube Views:  41 
 

Sunday Adult Bible Class:  15 

Men’s Bible Class:     7 

Confirmation Class:     7 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Church Office Hours 
Monday-Thursday: 9:00 am to 1:00 pm  

and afternoon by appointment 

Friday: Office Closed - Saturday: by appointment 
 

Church Phone: 507-373-8609 

Church Email: zionalbertlea@gmail.com 
 

Pastor: Matthew L. Lehman 

Email: lehman.mlr@gmail.com 

 

 

Lent is around the corner.  

Join us for our Lenten journey 

to the cross of Calvary!  

Midweek Services 

11:30 AM and 5:30 PM 
 

March 2 (Ash Wednesday) 

March 9, 16, 23, 20, and April 6 
 

Holy Week: April 10-April 17 
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