
Zion’s Weekly Announcements 
Sunday, March 6, 2022 

 
 

Welcome to 

worship this first 

Sunday in Lent as 

we journey toward 

the cross and the 

empty tomb. We 

are glad you have 

joined at Zion! 

 

ANCIENT PRAYER:  

Lord Jesus, think on me 

and purge away my sin. 

From earthborn passions set me free 

and make me pure within. 

  

Lord Jesus, think on me, 

that when the flood is past, 

I may th’ eternal brightness see 

and share your joy at last. 

—Synesius of Cyrene (4th century) 
 

 

 

A QUOTE FOR THE WEEK: 

“Man cannot live by bread alone, yet still many try 

to satisfy the inner life with outer accoutrements. 

That is impossible.”—Anonymous 

 
All visitors to Zion, you are encouraged to wear 

your mask as COVID cases remain steady in our 

community. If you are feeling sick, please stay 

home to rest and recover.  
 

All worshipers, please sign the Fellowship Registry 

book at the end of your pew. Thanks. 
 

Join us for Fellowship Time after today’s worship 

service. Bible Class begins at 10:20 AM.  
 

Need prayers for healing or any other concerns? 

Request the Pastor or elders to pray for you in 

public worship or privately as the needs arise 

(James 5:14-16.) Call the church office to contact 

Pastor Matt (507) 373-8609.  

LWML MITE BOX SUNDAY  

Today is Lutheran Women’s 

Missionary League (LWML) 

Mite Box Sunday! Place your 

mite box or mite offerings in 

the new wooden Mite Box as 

you enter the sanctuary. Thank 

you for your continual support!  

 

LUTHERAN HOUR for March 6 

On KATE Radio (1450 AM) at 6:00 PM  
 

"One Thing Needful" --- Text: Luke 10: 38-42 

Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler 

The Bible is not a Magic 8-ball; it's a portal into a 

new world. 

 
SUMMARY OF TODAY’S LESSONS 

The First Sunday in Lent 

Jesus Christ Is Our Champion Against the Devil 
 

Jesus Christ, our champion against the devil, 

endures and overcomes “every temptation” (Luke 

4:13) on our behalf. He worships the Lord, His God, 

and serves Him only by trusting the Word of His 

Father: “You are my beloved Son; with you I am well 

pleased” (Luke 3:22). Jesus’ victory is now ours 

through His gracious Word, which is not far away 

but near us — in our mouth and in our heart, in the 

proclamation of repentance and faith. For “with the 

heart one believes and is justified, and with the 

mouth one confesses and is saved” (Rom. 10:10). Our 

confession of Christ includes the prayer of faith, 

which is not disappointed, “for ‘everyone who calls 

on the name of the Lord will be saved’” (Rom. 10:13). 

The Lord is not oblivious to “our affliction, our toil, 

and our oppression” (Deut. 26:7), but has mercy 

upon us. He has brought us out of bondage 

through the “signs and wonders” of Holy Baptism, 



“with a mighty hand and an outstretched arm” 

(Deut. 26:8), and now He leads us by His Spirit even 

in the wilderness. 
 

 

STEWARDSHIP PONDERINGS 

Luke 4:8 – “And Jesus answered him, “It is 

written…” Isn’t it interesting that Jesus does not 

defeat Satan with His power as God but rather by 

His perfect obedience in His perfect humanity? 

Jesus defeats Satan not by miracles but by quoting 

the Scriptures and living according to it. This should 

cause us great joy for two reasons. First, because 

we see Jesus win the victory for us. Second, because 

here Jesus shows us how to stand in that victory – 

on the Word of God alone. Let us build our lives on 

the sure rock of this Word! 
 

 

WITNESS AND OUTREACH  

Luke 4:1-13: Satan is alive and well in the world 

around us. Is this reason to fear? No! It’s reason to 

trust with all our hearts that God is indeed our 

Refuge and Fortress. He alone is our Safe Haven. 

The world in which we live needs to hear the Good 

News that Satan is defeated in Christ and that he is 

crushed with the truth of God’s Word and the 

sustaining power of the Holy Spirit. Instead of 

despair, share the Good News with your whole 

heart and then may your heart overflow to those 

around you with the saving message of the Good 

News of Christ. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LENTEN SUNDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY 

“Trees” 

1. The Two Trees in Paradise  

2. The Burning Bush  

3. The Staff of Moses  

4. The Serpent Pole 

5. The Root and Shoot of Jesse 

6. The Tree of the Cross  
 

From the opening pages of the Bible to the end of 

Revelation, our Lord is there, embracing His 

creation to such an extent that time and time again 

He takes even its most simple elements and uses 

them for extraordinary good. From the trees of 

Eden’s Garden to the burning bush on Sinai; from 

the staff of Moses to the shoot of Jesse—all the 

way to the cross, our heavenly Father uses trees to 

bless His people.  
 

We embrace the simplicity of the tree of the cross 

because our Lord embraced it. He embraced it with 

His Word, He filled it with His presence, and He 

painted it red with His own lifeblood. So we are not 

ashamed of it. The crosses in our church are not 

closeted, but held high, for with St. Paul we confess, 

“Far be it from me to boast except in the cross of 

our Lord Jesus Christ, by which the world has been 

crucified to me, and I to the world” (Galatians 6:14). 

So let us thank our God for the tree made sacred by 

His love, for in that tree is carved the epic of our 

salvation. 
 

The Bible class is at 10:20 AM in the Conference 

Room. All are welcome and encouraged to join us!! 

Hope to see you there! 
 

 

 

MONDAY MORNING MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

The Case for Christ is our topical study. It is a DVD 

study by Lee Strobel, who searches out the truth to 

determine if there is enough evidence to claim that 

Jesus of Nazareth really is the son of God. We will 

be looking at the third session, “Corroborative 

Evidence.” The class starts at 6:30 AM in the 

conference room. Coffee will be hot and ready!  

 

 

CONFIRMATION CLASS 

Wednesday, March 9, 2022 

6:15 PM 

(following the Lenten Service)  
 

Study Topic: The Sacrament of the Altar 
 

Memory Work:  

• III. The Power of the Sacrament of the Altar 

IV. How to Receive this Sacrament Worthily 

• O.T. Books of the Bible: Matthew-Philemon  
 



. 

 

Join us for the  

SUNDAYS  

IN LENT! 

9:00 AM 

 

Sunday, March 6, 2022 

The First Sunday in Lent 
 

“Probation” 

Text: Luke 4:1-13 

Jesus is in the wilderness for 40 days, 

 fasting and being tempted by Satan. 
 

 

Sunday, March 13, 2022 

The Second Sunday in Lent 
 

“Persecution and Protection” 

Text: Luke 13:31-35 

Jesus would gather His people 

like a hen gathers her chicks!” 
 

 

Sunday, March 20, 2022 

The Third Sunday in Lent 
 

“Penitence” 

Text: Luke 13:1-9 

Jesus tells the parable of the Fig Tree.  

Unless you repent, you also will perish.   
 

 

Sunday, March 27, 2022 

The Fourth Sunday in Lent 
 

“Prodigious” 

Text: Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32 

Jesus tells the parable of the Prodigal Son:  

My son was dead and now he is alive again. 
 

 

Sunday, April 3, 2022 

The Fifth Sunday in Lent 
 

“Pieces” 

Text: Luke 20:9-20 

The stone the builders rejected has become 

 the cornerstone. 

 

 

HOLY WEEK: April 10-17 

 

JESUS HAS GONE THERE FIRST 

Whether we gaze with longing into the garden or 

with fear and trembling into the desert, of this we 

can be sure — God walked 

there first! And when we who 

have sinned and despoiled the 

garden are challenged now to 

face the desert, we do not face 

it alone; Jesus has gone there 

before us to struggle with 

every demon that has ever plagued a human heart. 

Face the desert we must if we would reach the 

garden, but Jesus has gone there before us.  

—James Healy 

 

 

MIDWEEK SERVICES OF LENT 

Ash Wednesday 

began with “A Call to 

Return” from Joel 

2:13b, “Return to the 

LORD, your God, for 

He is gracious and 

merciful, slow to 

anger, and abounding 

in steadfast love; and 

He relents over 

disaster.”  

 

Wednesday, March 9, 2022 

"Return to Prayer" 

Peter, James, and John in the Garden of 

Gethsemane, and explores the topic of prayer. Our 

prayer life ebbs and flows; we have seasons of 

abundant prayer and seasons of drought. 

 

Wednesday, March 16, 2022 

"Return from Betrayal" 

Judas appears in the in the Garden of Gethsemane 

and betrays Jesus into the "hands of lawless men". 

 

Wednesday, March 23, 2022 

"Return from False Witness" 

Jesus is before Caiphas and the Council. In this 

sermon we examine what God actually means in the 

Eighth Commandment when He said that you 

should "not bear false witness against your 

neighbor?" 



Wednesday, March 30, 2022 

"Return from Denial" 

Peter stands in the courtyard, watching his Lord and 

master being wrongfully accused, having promised 

that he was ready to follow Jesus both to prison 

and to death. But when asked directly,  

Peter denies Jesus. 

 

Wednesday, April 6, 2022 

"Return to the Kingdom of God" 

Pontius Pilate reigns at his Headquarters and is 

forced to wrestle with the question, “What is truth?” 

 

 

FFB DELIVERY HELPERS  

Help is needed during March to deliver the boxes 

of the Food for Backpack. The delivery is from Zion 

to Hawthorne Elementary School on Tuesday 

mornings at 9:00 AM. It is about ten boxes. Contact 

Pastor Matt if you can lend a helping hand; that 

would be fantastic! Thank you! 
 

 

CHRISTIAN SYMBOL 

40—In Scripture, this number often indicates a time 

of trial or testing, or simply marks significance. It 

rained 40 days and nights during the 

Flood. Israel wandered in the wilderness 

for 40 years. Jesus fasted for 40 days and 

was with the disciples for 40 days 

between his resurrection and ascension. 

The Christian church has long observed 40 days of 

Lent (not counting Sundays). 
 

 

CHRISTIAN SYMBOL 

From sanitizers and soaps to solutions and sprays, 

many products promise to eliminate germs and 

grime. Unfortunately, they often fall short. Just think 

how many items in your closet or kitchen have 

been ruined by stubborn stains. 
 

What if we were that concerned about ridding our 

lives and hearts of sin? What if we spent as much 

time confessing and repenting as scrubbing and 

laundering? The good news is that with one 

“application” (the cross), Jesus makes us “whiter 

than snow” (Psalm 51:7). Praise be to our 

unblemished Lamb, the perfect stain remover! 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

How can we be better neighbors in our 

communities? How can we get to know our 

neighbors and love them not just with words but 

also with deeds? Join the Minnesota South LLL 

District in making disciples in Christ and sharing His 

love at the Minnesota South LLL Convention on 

Saturday, March 19, at Trinity Lutheran Church, 222 

6th Ave SW., Rochester, Minnesota. The featured 

guest speaker is Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler, Speaker of 

The Lutheran Hour®. Rev. Dr. Zeigler will share 

information on the LHM Better Together resources. 

John and Mariam Gayed, POBLO Missionary Team, 

will share their ministry journey. We will close out 

the day celebrating 92 years of LLL support for the 

Lutheran Hour at the Lutheran Hour Rally led by 

Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler and Rev. Nathaniel 

Schwartz.  

 

Doors open at 8:00am with the morning business 

session beginning at 9:00am. LLL members are 

invited to attend the morning session and lunch. 

The afternoon sessions begin with presentations at 

1:00pm and will be followed by dinner, and the 

Lutheran Hour Rally that will begin at 6:30pm. The 

afternoon sessions, dinner, and Lutheran Hour Rally 

are open to the public. The day’s events will 

conclude at 8:00 pm.  

 

The cost for lunch and dinner is $25.00 per 

person/$40.00 per couple. If you would like to join 

us for either the lunch meal or the dinner meal the 

cost is $13.00 per person/$23.00 per couple. 

Payment for the meals will be taken at the door. 

Make checks payable to the MN South District LLL.  

 

If you have any questions or need more 

information, contact Convention Chairman, Arley 

Pentico by phone: 507-206-8415 or by email: 

arleyp@charter.net. 

 

 



 

BIBLE QUIZ 

Job’s “friends” weren’t exactly supportive when he experienced great 

trials. Which of the following lists his friends’ names? 
 

A. Zephaniah, Haggai, Zechariah and Malachi 

B. Eliphaz, Bildad and Zophar 

C. Melchior, Gaspar and Balthasar 

D. Philemon and Onesimus 

                                               Answer: See Job 2:11. 

A CHURCHLESS CHRISTIAN 

In response to the question 

“Can I be a Christian without 

joining the church?” 

someone once said it’s as 

possible as being: 

▪ A student who will not go 

to school. 

▪ A soldier who will not join 

an army. 

▪ A citizen who does not 

pay taxes or vote. 

▪ A salesman with no 

customers. 

▪ An explorer with no base 

camp. 

▪ A seaman on a ship 

without a crew. 

▪ A businessman on a 

deserted island. 

▪ An author without 

readers. 

▪ A tuba player without an 

orchestra. 

▪ A parent without a family. 

▪ A football player without 

a team. 

▪ A politician who is a 

hermit. 

▪ A scientist who does not 

share his findings. 

▪ A bee without a hive. 

—Author unknown 

 

 

SEASONAL CHOIR  

We seek individuals who want 

to share their gift of music with 

the congregation and the 

LORD. Those interested in 

singing for Holy Week (Easter 

Sunday), a sign-up sheet on the 

bulletin board by Pastor’s office 

door. Have any questions, 

speak with Eileen Nelson Ness. 

Thank You. 



+ This Week’s Calendar + 
Sunday, March 6, 2022 – The First Sunday in Lent (It is LWML Mite Sunday.)  

  9:00 AM – In-Person Service with Holy Communion   

10:30 AM – Adult Bible Class (Conference Room) 

  4:00 PM – Online Worship Service (available)  

  6:00 PM – Lutheran Hour on KATE Radio (1450 AM) 
 

Monday, March 7, 2022  

  6:30 AM – Men’s Bible Class (Conference Room) 

  6:30 PM – Albert Lea Cantori Rehearsal (Sanctuary) 
 

Tuesday, March 8, 2022 – Church Office Closed  

  9:00 AM – Austin Circuit Pastor’s Meeting @ St. Paul’s, Chatfield    

  9:00 AM – Food for Backpack Delivery @ Hawthorne Elementary School   

  6:00 PM – Church Council Meeting @ Zion (Conference Room)  
 

Wednesday, March 9, 2022 – Lent Midweek II  

  9:00 AM – Quilters (Quilting Rooms)  

11:30 AM – Midweek Worship  

  5:30 AM – Midweek Worship  

  6:15 PM – Confirmation Class (Conference Room) 
 

Thursday, March 10, 2022 

  6:45 PM – GA Meeting (Conference Room) 
 

Friday, March 11, 2022 

  Pastor’s Day Off (Office Closed) 
 

Saturday, March 12, 2022 

  9:00 AM – Communion Set-up (Flower and Altar) 
 

Sunday, March 13, 2022 – The Second Sunday in Lent (Daylight Saving Time Begins)  

  9:00 AM – In-Person Service with Holy Communion   

10:30 AM – Adult Bible Class (Conference Room) 

  4:00 PM – Online Worship Service (available)  

  6:00 PM – Lutheran Hour on KATE Radio (1450 AM) 

 
PREPARE FOR NEXT SUNDAY: The appointed 

Scripture readings for The Second Sunday in Lent 

– Jeremiah 26:8-15; Psalm 4; Philippians 3:17-4:1; 

and Luke 13:31-35. … The Verse for the day is Luke 

13:35, “Behold, your house is forsaken. And I tell 
you, you will not see me until you say, “Blessed is 
he who comes in the name of the Lord!””  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Week of February 27, 2022 

In-Person Attendance:  83 

In-Person Communion:  75 

YouTube Views:  52 
 

Sunday Adult Bible Class: 12 

Men’s Bible Class:    6 

Confirmation Class:    7 

 

Ash Wednesday, March 2, 2022  

In-Person Attendance:  76 

In-Person Communion:  60 

YouTube Views:  32 

 

 

Church Office Hours 
Monday-Thursday: 9:00 am to 1:00 pm  

and afternoon by appointment 

Friday: Office Closed  Saturday: by appointment 
 

Church Phone: 507-373-8609 

Church Email: zionalbertlea@gmail.com 
 

Pastor: Matthew L. Lehman 

Email: lehman.mlr@gmail.com 
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