
Zion’s Weekly Announcements 
Sunday, August 8, 2021 

Jesus invites 

all with these 

words: “I am 

the bread of 

life. Whoever 

comes to me 

will never be 

hungry, and  

whoever  

believes in me will never be thirsty” 

(John 6:35). Welcome to worship!  
 

PRAYER: O Bread of Life, feed me today. 

Nourish my soul with Your grace so I may share 

Your love with the world. Amen. 
 

Zion family, give a warm welcome to Pastor 

Robert Bailey and his wife, Donna. Pastor 

Bailey is our guest preacher today, while 

Pastor Matt is away for a family wedding. We 

thank Pastor Bailey for leading us in the 

worship of the LORD and sharing God’s 

powerful word with us!  

 

All worshipers, please sign the Fellowship 

Registry book at the end of your pew. Thank 

you!  
 

Need prayers for healing or any other 

concerns? Request the Pastor or elders to pray 

for you in public worship or privately as the 

needs arise (James 5:14-16.) Call the church 

office to contact Pastor Matt (507) 373-8609.  
 

 

WEEKLY MEMORY PASSAGE  

Proverbs 3:5–6 

Trust in the LORD with all your heart, 

     and do not lean on your own 

understanding. 

In all your ways acknowledge him, 

     and he will make straight your paths. 

Summary of Today’s Lessons 

THE ELEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

The Lord Jesus Feeds Us with His Flesh, in 

Order to Strengthen Us with His Own Life 

God the Father sent His Son into the world, so 

that the world might have life in Him. Now He 

“draws” you to His Son, Christ Jesus, by the 

preaching of His Gospel. “Everyone who has 

heard and learned from the Father” comes to 

Jesus, who will never cast him out but “will 

raise him up on the last day” (John 6:44–45). He 

is “the bread of life,” who “comes down from 

heaven” in the flesh, that you may eat of Him 

and “live forever” (John 6:48–51). Although “the 

journey is too great for you,” in the strength of 

this food you shall come to “the mount of God.” 

Do not be afraid, and do not despair, but “arise 

and eat” (1 Kings 19:5–8). And “no longer walk 

as the Gentiles do, in the futility of their minds” 

(Eph. 4:17), but “walk in love, as Christ loved us 

and gave himself up for us” (Eph. 5:2). In Him, 

you have been “created after the likeness of God 

in true righteousness and holiness” (Eph. 4:24). 

Therefore, “be imitators of 

God, as beloved children” 

(Eph. 5:1), by “forgiving one 

another, as God in Christ 

forgave you” (Eph. 4:32). 

 

 

OUTREACH THOUGHTS  

John 6:35-51: Jesus declared 

that He came down to earth 

to do His Father’s will. The 

Father wants everyone to look to the Son and 

believe in Him so that they shall have 

everlasting life and be raised up at the last day. 

We are called to witness boldly to this sure 

hope of the resurrection of the body unto life 

everlasting. May we continue to speak to 

others about this living hope with joy! 
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STEWARDSHIP PONDERINGS 

Ephesians 4:28 – “Let the thief no longer 

steal, but rather let him labor, doing honest 

work with his own hands, so that he may 

have something to share with anyone in 

need.” God gives us honest work to do so that 

we can be a blessing to others. That’s how so 

many of God’s blessings go. He gives to us so 

that we in turn can be a blessing to others. He 

graciously calls us into the midst of His own 

work in the world. 

 

 

SUNDAY BEST  

Throughout the pandemic, 82-year-old 

LaVerne Ford Wimberly of Tulsa, Oklahoma, 

donned her Sunday best — emphasis 

on best — to worship online from home every 

week. The retired educator, who coordinates 

her colorful outfits and hats (she owns at least 

50!), didn’t want to “get in the habit of just 

slouching around” during lockdown. 
 

To uplift fellow church members, Wimberly 

posted weekly selfies and encouraging words. 

The goal, she says, was to let people know 

“that if we continue to believe in ourselves, 

network together, trust in God, keep the faith, 

then we will be okay.” 
 

Though Wimberly’s style is impeccable, friends 

say she is even more beautiful on the inside. 

Her fashion sense “is merely an outer 

expression of her inner wisdom, wit and grace,” 

says her pastor, Ray Owens. Church staffer 

Robin Watkins concurs, saying Wimberly’s 

“heart is as beautiful as each outfit she has 

shared with us.” 

 

 

WHILE PASTOR IS AWAY  

Pastor Matt will be back in the office on 

Monday, August 9. If you need spiritual care, 

please contact your elder. The listing of the 

family elder’s is at the top of the next column.  

 

Zion’s Elder Families/Individuals 
 

Dick Mucha: (507) 373-3301 

Adams - Estes 
 

Bill Morris: (507) 373-0763  

Fjelbroten - Johannsen 
 

Jason Panzer: (507) 951-6660 

Johnson - Nicolai 
 

John Domes: (507) 373-4489 

Oberg – Solberg 
 

Ron Timm: (507) 377-0008 

Sorenson – Yokiel 

 

 

T H A N K  Y O U T O  O U R   

F R E E B O R N  C O U N T Y  F A I R   

P A R K I N G  A T T E N D A N T S !  

Thank you for sharing your time and greeting 

the fairgoers. We appreciate your dedication!!  

Job well done!!! 

 
 

 

MINNESOTA SOUTH 

LUTHERAN WOMEN’S MISSIONARY LEAGUE 

Invites you to the 

Fall Women’s Retreat 

 

Saturday, September 18, 2021 

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 

Owatonna, MN 

 

God’s Quilt of Comfort;  

Wrapping Up in the Psalms 

 

Optional fellowship and 

servant event time  

Friday evening.  

 

Registration and hotel 

information is available at 

www.mnslwml.org.  

http://www.mnslwml.org/


AUGUST  

STEWARDSHIP ARTICLE 
 

When it comes to 

stewardship, a favorite Bible 

verse is the account of the 

widow’s mite (Luke 21:1–4). 

It’s a moving account. Our 

Lord praises the seemingly 

small gift of two copper 

coins given by a poor widow 

above the abundance of gifts 

given by the rich, saying, 

“Truly, I tell you, this poor 

widow has put in more than 

all of them” (Luke 21:3). And 

that is usually where we stop. 

But the text goes on. “For 

they all contributed out of 

their abundance, but she out 

of her poverty put in all she 

had to live on” (Luke 21:4). 
 

“She … put in all she had to 

live on.” She gave everything. 

She held nothing back. She 

trusted that the Lord who 

made her and all creatures; 

who gave her everything she 

had; who redeemed her from 

her own sin, from death, and 

the power of the devil; who 

called her by the gospel and 

enlightened her with His gifts 

of Word and Sacrament; 

would continue to do this. 

He would provide her with all 

that she needed for this 

body and life because that is 

the character of the God she 

had.  
 

But this is not why we give 

small gifts. Her gift, though it 

appeared small, was actually 

large. When we are tempted 

to give small gifts, it is precisely because we want them to be 

small! We don’t trust the Lord to provide for us. We give small 

gifts because we lack faith in the One who created us, redeemed 

us, sanctifies and keeps us in the one true faith. We give small 

gifts because we doubt that God will really give us what we need 

and desire. We give small gifts because we are not content with 

what God has already given.  
 

We are not slaves, children of the slave woman, under the Old 

Covenant (Galatians 4). We are adopted sons of the free woman. 

And since we are sons, we are also heirs. And heirs receive the 

inheritance. For everything is already ours in Christ. And thus, 

moved by the willing spirit of adoption, we do the will of God in 

financial matters far beyond all that done by those under the Old 

Covenant who were forced by legal demands.  
 

So, what have you decided to give? How do I decide what to 

give? Let the Scriptures be your guide. 
 

We are to give proportionally to what we have received from 

God’s giving to us (Luke 12:48; 1 Corinthians 16:1–2, 2 

Corinthians 8:12). But you have not been set free to give nothing. 

See that you excel in the grace of giving (2 Corinthians 8:7)!  
 

We are not free to live selfishly outside the Gospel, without 

regard for God who gives us all good gifts, without generosity for 

our neighbor who needs us and our gifts, without supporting the 

community of faith in which we live, without care for our spiritual 

fathers and those who teach and help raise our children in the 

faith, and without resources for the poor and needy. 
 

In short, we are not free to live unto ourselves, hoarding what 

God has given us only for us. For love is the fulfillment of the law 

(Romans 13:10). And the sum of the law is this: Love God and 

love your neighbor (Matthew 22:34–40). We love because He first 

loved us. We give because He has given to us.  
 

Luther once said, “Possessions belong in your hands, not in your 

heart” (LW 14:240). There is a reason your 10 fingers spread apart. 

With your hands you catch 

God’s gifts for what you need 

and let the rest fall through 

your fingers to your 

neighbors – your family, your 

friends, your community, 

your church. 

 



+ This Week’s Calendar + 
Sunday, August 8, 2021 – Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost  

   9:00 AM – In-Person Service (No Holy Communion)   

NO Drive-in Holy Communion 

          6:00 PM – Lutheran Hour on KATE Radio (1450 AM) 
 

Monday, August 9, 2021  

   Pastor out for the afternoon - Homebound (shut-in) Visits  
 

Tuesday, August 10, 2021   

   6:00 PM – Church Council Meeting (Conference Room) @ Zion   
 

Wednesday, August 11, 2021  

   9:00 AM – Quilters @ Zion (Quilting Rooms) 

   Pastor out for the afternoon - Homebound (shut-in) Visits  
 

Thursday, August 12, 2021  

 Afternoon – Recording YouTube Service  

6:45 PM – GA Meeting (Conference Room) @ Zion 
 

Friday, August 13, 2021  

  Pastor’s Day Off 
 

Saturday, August 14, 2021 

          Recording/Editing YouTube Service  

  9:00 AM – Communion Set-up (Flower and Altar) 
 

Sunday, August 15, 2021 – Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost  

   9:00 AM – Online Service and In-Person Service with Holy Communion 

10:30 AM – 1:00 PM – Drive-in Holy Communion 

          6:00 PM – Lutheran Hour on KATE Radio (1450 AM) 

 
PREPARE FOR NEXT SUNDAY: The appointed 

Scripture readings for The Twelfth Sunday 

after Pentecost – Proverbs 9:1-10 or Joshua 

24:1-2a, 14-18, Psalm 34:12-22, Ephesians 5:6-

21; John 6:51-69.  

 

Pentecost Sunday – August 1, 2021 

In-Person Attendance:  82  

YouTube Views:  30  
 

In-Person Communion:  77 

Drive-In Communion:    0 
 

QUOTE OF THE WEEK 

“Bruised reeds belong to God as much as solid 

oaks. Even tiny faith holds the full, forgiving, 

faithfulness of Christ.” —Chad Bird 

 

FIVE GIFTS FROM GOD 

Love makes our friends a little dearer. 

Joy makes our hearts a little lighter. 

Faith makes our paths a little clearer. 

Hope makes our lives a little brighter. 

Peace brings us all a little nearer. 

—Author unknown 

Church Office Hours 
Monday-Thursday: 9:00 am to 1:00 pm  

and afternoon by appointment 

Friday: Office Closed  Saturday: by appointment 
 

Church Phone: 507-373-8609 

Church Email: zionalbertlea@gmail.com 
 

Pastor: Matthew L. Lehman 

Email: lehman.mlr@gmail.com 

  

 

mailto:zionalbertlea@gmail.com
mailto:lehman.mlr@gmail.com

