
Zion’s Weekly Announcements 
Sunday, July 4, 2021 

 
 

Welcome to the 

House of the 

LORD!! As our 

nation celebrates 

Independence Day, 

let us remember and 

proclaim that God 

so loved the whole world that he sent Jesus to 

share in this life. Let us join in praise! 
 

PRAYER: Your grace is sufficient for me, dear 

Lord. When I feel weak, may Your strength 

dwell in me. (2 Corinthians 12:9) Amen.  

 

ALTAR FLOWERS 

In celebration of Jim and Debbie Viktora’s 

wedding anniversary this week, flowers have 

been placed on the altar in thanksgiving to 

God. 

 

Pentecost Sunday – June 27, 2021 

In-Person Attendance:  105  

YouTube Views:  34  
 

 

MEMORY VERSE  

Mark 10:45 --- “For even the Son of Man came 

not to be served but to serve, and to give his 

life as a ransom for many.” 

 

 

Summary of Today’s Lessons 

Independence Day – Fourth of July 

THE SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

The Ministers of Christ Are Sent with  

His Authority to Forgive Sins and Give Life 
 

The prophet Ezekiel was raised up by the Spirit 

of the Lord and sent to speak an unpopular 

Word to the rebellious house of Israel. As a 

prophet, he was not to speak his own word, but 

to preach the Law and the Gospel: “Thus says 

the Lord GOD,” whether the people “hear or 

refuse to hear” (Ezek. 2:4–5). So, too, in the 

footsteps of the prophets before Him, the Lord 

Jesus “went about among the villages teaching” 

(Mark 6:6). In His hometown, as elsewhere, 

“many who heard him were astonished,” 

marveling at His wisdom and at the “mighty 

works done by his hands,” and yet “they took 

offense at him” (Mark 6:2–3). The offense 

culminates in His cross, which is, ironically, the 

heart and center of His “authority over the 

unclean spirits” (Mark 6:7). It is by that authority 

of His cross that those He sends preach 

repentance, “cast out many demons” and heal 

the sick (Mark 6:12–13). Thus, the apostle Paul 

boasts in the cross of Christ and in his own 

weaknesses, knowing that God’s grace is 

sufficient and that the power of Christ “is made 

perfect in weakness” (2 Cor. 12:8–9). 

 

 

OUTREACH THOUGHTS  

Mark 6:1-13: Jesus sent the twelve disciples to 

go two by two with the authority to cast out 

demons, heal the sick and preach to the people 

that they should repent. We are blessed to be 

disciples who follow our Lord’s Great 

Commission to go wherever we can and speak 

boldly of the Good News of Jesus. 

 

 

STEWARDSHIP PONDERINGS 

2 Corinthians 8:3 – “For they gave according 

to their means, as I can testify, and beyond 

their means, of their own free will.” St. Paul 

lifts up an example of faithful Christian 

generosity in the Epistle lesson today. Read 

those words again this week and ponder them. 

How is the Lord calling you to increase your 

generosity toward His work? 



THANK YOU  

A HUGE thank you to those who helped, 

came, and showed support for our Relay for 

Life event at Zion. A special thank you Diane 

Hanson and Jeff Brown for their hard work in 

leading Zion’s Beautiful Feat Team!  

  

 

A GENTLE ANSWER  

As it does this year, July 4 fell on Sunday in 

1937. While Pastor Eldred Johnston led worship 

that morning in Paulding, Ohio, local kids set 

off firecrackers nearby (restrictions were rare 

back then). Realizing he needed to act, the 

pastor slipped outside during a hymn and 

found the revelers. 

 

But instead of scolding or shouting, Johnston 

stayed calm. “I used to enjoy shooting 

fireworks too,” he said, adding that he knew it 

was a fun way to celebrate. “But many in this 

town are gathered in worship, and the noise is 

very distracting. All I’m asking is that you wait 

until church services are over — about noon — 

and then shoot firecrackers all you want.” The 

pastor smiled at each youth and returned to 

church. 

 

Recounting that experience in Liberty 

magazine, Johnston said he half-expected to 

hear defiant explosions. Instead, the kids 

waited respectfully until worship was over. 

When conflicts loom, may we heed that 

example — and this advice from Proverbs: “A 

gentle answer turns away wrath, but a harsh 

word stirs up anger” (15:1, NIV). 

 

 
+ This Week’s Calendar + 

Sunday, July 4, 2021 – Sixth Sunday after Pentecost - Independence Day  

   9:00 AM – Online Service and In-Person Service with Holy Communion 

10:30 AM – 1:00 PM – Drive-in Holy Communion 

          6:00 PM – Lutheran Hour on KATE Radio (1450 AM) 

        Dark – Fireworks on Fountain Lake 
 

Monday, July 5, 2021  

Church Office Closed  
 

Tuesday, July 6, 2021  

   1:00 PM – Martha Circle Bible Study and Meeting @ Zion  

   7:00 PM – Elders Meeting (Conference Room)  
 

Wednesday, July 7, 2021  

    9:00 AM – Quilters @ Zion (Quilting Rooms)  

   11:00 AM – Hannah Circle @ Pizza Ranch, Albert Lea  
 

Thursday, July 8, 2021  

6:45 PM – GA Meeting (Conference Room) @ Zion 
 

Sunday, July 11, 2021 – Seventh Sunday after Pentecost 

   9:00 AM – Online Service and In-Person Service with Holy Communion 

10:30 AM – 1:00 PM – Drive-in Holy Communion 

          6:00 PM – Lutheran Hour on KATE Radio (1450 AM)

 

Church Office Hours 
Monday-Thursday: 9:00 am to 1:00 pm  

and afternoon by appointment 

Friday: Office Closed  Saturday: by 

appointment 

 

Church Phone: 507-373-8609 

Church Email: zionalbertlea@gmail.com 

 

Pastor: Matthew L. Lehman 

Email: lehman.mlr@gmail.com 
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