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“All the trees of the field shall 

know that I am the Lord” (Ezekiel 

17:24). As summer arrives, I join 

Creation in recognizing and praising 

the Giver of all life! We are glad that 

you are here!  
 

Welcome to worship, as we pray: 

Speak your word to us, Lord, as we are 

able to hear it. Amen. (from Mark 4:33) 
 

 

WEEKLY MEMORY VERSE  

Colossians 3:23–24  

“Whatever you do, work heartily, as for the 

Lord and not for men, knowing that from the 

Lord you will receive the inheritance as your 

reward. You are serving the Lord Christ.” 

 

 

Summary of Today’s Lessons 

THE THIRD SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

The Cross of Christ Is the Tree of Life, Which 

Bears Abundant Fruit after Its Own Kind 

 

The parables of our Lord convey the mysteries 

of the kingdom of God to those who are “able 

to hear it,” that is, “to his own disciples,” who 

are catechized to fear, love and trust in Him by 

faith (Mark 4:33–34). He scatters “seed on the 

ground,” which “sprouts and grows” unto life, 

even as “he sleeps and rises” (Mark 4:26–27). 

“On the mountain height of Israel,” He plants a 

young and tender twig, and it becomes “a 

noble cedar.” Indeed, His own cross becomes 

the Tree of Life, under which “every kind of bird” 

will dwell, and in which “birds of every sort will 

nest” (Ezek. 17:22–25). His cross is our resting 

place, even while now in mortal bodies, we 

“groan, being burdened” (2 Cor. 5:1–4). Yet in 

faith, we live for God in Christ, who for our sake 

“died and was raised” (2 Cor. 5:15). We know 

that, in His resurrected body, “we have a 

building from God, a house not made with 

hands, eternal in the heavens” (2 Cor. 5:1). 

 

 

OUTREACH THOUGHTS  

Mark 4:26-34:  Every year farmers get to see a 

great miracle of God in the growth of their 

crop. The farmers may plant the seed, but God 

does the rest. The same is true for us as God’s 

witnesses in the world. We are called upon to 

share the Word of God and to scatter the seed. 

We can leave the miracle of growth to the Holy 

Spirit, who gives us the promise that His Word 

will not return to Him empty, but will 

accomplish the purpose for which it was sent 

(Is. 55:11). 

 

 

STEWARDSHIP PONDERINGS 

Mark 4:34 – “He did not speak to them 

without a parable, but privately to his own 

disciples he explained everything.” How 

blessed we are to be His disciples! The Lord has 

indeed explained everything to us. He has told 

us all things plainly. Why then are we ever so 

foolish as to disobey His clear Word? Our fight 

against sin in the power of the Holy Spirit is 

truly a struggle. Therefore, let us receive the 

Lord’s help in His Word and Sacraments, and 

let us fight the good fight of faith and grow up 

into His image. 
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BIBLE QUIZ 

What word can be placed in all four blanks to 

complete this Bible passage? 

 

“But just as he who called you is _____, so be 

_____ in all you do; for it is written: ‘Be _____, 

because I am _____.’” 

 

A. righteous 

B. holy 

C. loving 

D. merciful 

 

Answer: (See 1 Peter 1:15-16, NIV.) 

 

 

 

NEWLY AVAILABLE ITEMS AT THE 

INFORMATION TABLE. 

• The Portals of Prayer (July-September). 

• The MNS District Insert - Lutheran Witness; 

• MNS District – Engaged in Mission Magazine;  

• The Good News for Families; and 

• The Minnesota South District LWML WOM 

(Women in Mission). 

 

 

 

+ CHRISTIAN SYMBOL + 

Thistle 

The thistle, a thorny bush, 

symbolizes the Fall and 

humanity's bondage to 

sin. In Genesis 3, God tells 

Adam that one 

consequence of his sin will be the hard work of 

bringing forth crops: "[The land] will produce 

thorns and thistles for you" (v. 18, NIV). 

Because thistles crowd out everything growing 

nearby, they've also been equated with the 

weeds or thorns in some of Jesus' teachings 

(e.g., Matthew 7:15-20; 13:24-30, and Mark 4:2-

9). Finally, Christ's crown of thorns may have 

been made of thistle branches. 

 

 

RELAY FOR LIFE 
Date: Saturday, June 26, 2021  

Time: 5:00 PM-11:00 PM 

Location: Zion Lutheran Church 

  924 Bridge Avenue 

  Albert Lea, MN 56007   

Rain Date: Sunday, June 27, 2021 
 

Sponsored by Zion’s Beautiful Feet Team 

Co-Chairs: Diane Hanson and Jeff Brown 
 

Decorated Luminary: $10  

Plain Luminary: $10  

Footsteps: $1 each 
 

Fundraiser-Donation Event 

for a donation of 

$2.00 for 1 Ticket or  

$5.00 for 3 Tickets 

 

You could win: 

1. “Relay for Life” T-Shirt Quilt  

2. Star Yard Ornament  

3. Gift Basket  

4. “Smokey Joe” WEBER grill (14”) 

 

Elaine Nelson has made this strikingly beautiful 

“Relay for Life” T-shirt quilt. Diane and Dean 

Hanson donated the star yard ornament. Toni 

Timm donated the gift basket. 

 

All money raised by the “Zion’s Beautiful Feat” 

Relay for Life team goes to the American 

Cancer Society.  

Together we can make a difference!  

 

Remember your loved ones who have died 

from cancer at Zion’s Relay for Life Night!  

Email us with their name(s) at 

ZionRelayforLife@outlook.com.  

 

Flamingo flocking is underway!!!       

Be on the lookout for those beautiful birds! 
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You are invited to our  
Relay for Life Team Event  

at Zion Lutheran Church  

on June 26th from 5:00-10:00pm.  

Due to COVID-19, The American Cancer Society 

has decided that our usual Relay for Life event 

cannot happen this year, but individual teams 

may host their own events. Zion’s Beautiful Feat 

is hosting a team event. We hope to raise 

money for Relay for Life and show our 

community how amazing our church is. Rain 

date is June 27th. 

 

What is Relay for Life? 

The mission of Relay for Life is to raise funds to 

improve cancer survival, decrease the incidence 

of cancer and improve the quality of life for 

cancer patients and their caregivers. Relay for 

Life explains why we relay: “At Relay, every 

person in the community has a chance to 

celebrate, remember, and fight back. And every 

person who participates joins others around 

the globe as part of this worldwide movement 

to end cancer. Everyone’s reason to Relay is as 

unique as their own personal story.” 

 

How You Can Help 

We would love to have you volunteer. Please 

contact Diane Hanson at 373-8584. 

• Set up luminaries. Join us from 2:00-

4:00pm to set up luminaries around the 

church on June 26th.  

• Help at the bake sale booth. We will need 

people to sell items at our bake sale booth 

and bring items out of the church as 

needed.  

• Sell donation tickets. People can make 

donations for tickets to win prizes. 

• Help clean up. Help clean up at 10:00pm 

• Bake yummy treats for the bake sale. 

Make desserts, breads, cookies, cupcakes, 

bars, caramel corn, Chex mix etc. Deliver to 

the church on June 25th from 1:00-3:00 p.m. 

If this time does not work, please contact 

Diane Hanson to make other arrangements. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ways to Donate While Having Fun 

You can purchase a foot and raffle tickets at the 

church and at the event.  

 

Purchase a foot for one dollar each. Each 

foot will be placed on a rope that goes around 

our canopy. You can dedicate a foot in honor of 

a survivor, in memory of a loved one, to honor 

caregivers, or just to fight cancer. You will sign 

their name or your name to fight cancer on the 

foot. Buy as many as you like.  

 

Purchase donation tickets. Tickets are one for 

two dollars or three for five dollars. Winners 

will be drawn at the event. You do not need to 

be present to win. We have four items. We have 

a beautiful Relay for Life t-shirt quilt made by 

Elaine Nelson, an outdoor star ornament made 

by Dean Hanson, a flamingo basket made by 

Toni Timm and a small weber grill donated by 

the church. Currently they are all displayed in 

the church. 

 

In Remembrance 

At the event, we will remember those who have 

lost their lives to cancer. Pastor Matt will 

announce the names of those who have past 

and ring the church bell. If you know of anyone 

that you would like to have remembered, email 

the names to ZionRelayforLife@outlook.com . If 

you are unable to email, contact Pastor Matt, 

Jeff Brown or Diane Hanson with the names. 

 

Show Your Support 

Please attend this event and support those who 

have lost loved ones to cancer, support those 

who are fighting cancer and celebrate with the 

survivors. With your help, we can make this a 

Relay for Life to remember! 
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+ This Week’s Calendar + 
Sunday, June 13, 2021 – Third Sunday after Pentecost  

   9:00 AM – Online Service and In-Person Service with Holy Communion 

10:30 AM – 1:00 PM – Drive-in Holy Communion 

          6:00 PM – Lutheran Hour on KATE Radio (1450 AM) 
 

Monday, June 14, 2021 – Flag Day  

    5-7 PM – Funeral Visitation for Buddy Bonfy @ Bonnerup  

          6:30 PM – Flower and Altar Meeting @ Zion  
 

Tuesday, June 15, 2021  

 12:00 PM – Funeral Visitation for Buddy Bonfy @ Zion 

   1:00 PM – Funeral Service for Buddy Bonfy @ Zion  
 

Wednesday, June 16, 2021  

    9:00 AM – Quilters @ Zion (Quilting Rooms)  
 

Thursday, June 17, 2021  

               – Recording Sunday Service  

6:45 PM – GA Meeting (Conference Room) @ Zion 
 

Friday, June 18, 2021  

Pastor’s Day Off 
 

Saturday, June 19, 2021  

 – Recording Sunday Service  
 

Sunday, June 20, 2021 – Fourth Sunday after Pentecost – Father’s Day 

   9:00 AM – Online Service and In-Person Service with Holy Communion 

10:30 AM – 1:00 PM – Drive-in Holy Communion 

          6:00 PM – Lutheran Hour on KATE Radio (1450 AM) 

 
PREPARE FOR NEXT SUNDAY: The appointed 

Scripture readings for The Fourth Sunday 

after Pentecost – Job 38:1-11, Psalm 124,  

2 Corinthians 6:1-13, and Mark 4:35-41. 

 

Pentecost Sunday – June 6, 2021 

In-Person Attendance:  54  

YouTube Views:  46  
 

In-Person Communion:  54 

Drive-In Communion:   8  
 

 

FOOD COLLECTION  

We are collecting food for the local food shelf 

that is at First Presbyterian Church. Drop your 

food items in the tote by the church mailboxes.  

QUOTE OF THE DAY 

“Rest is not idleness, and to lie sometimes on 

the grass under the trees on a summer’s day, 

listening to the murmur of water, or watching 

the clouds float across the sky, is by no means 

a waste of time.”—John Lubbock 

 

Church Office Hours 
Monday-Thursday: 9:00 am to 1:00 pm  

and afternoon by appointment 

Friday: Office Closed  Saturday: by appointment 

 

Church Phone: 507-373-8609 

Church Email: zionalbertlea@gmail.com 

 

Pastor: Matthew L. Lehman 

Email: lehman.mlr@gmail.com 
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