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We’re blessed by the presence of each 

person here today. Welcome to 

worship, in Jesus’ name! 

 

Prayer: Thank You, God, for the gift of 

Your Son. We praise You that we have 

life through Him (1 John 5:12). Amen.  
 

 

WEEKLY MEMORY VERSE  

Ephesians 1:13 – “In him you also, when you 

heard the word of truth, the gospel of your 

salvation, and believed in him, were sealed with 

the promised Holy Spirit.”  

 

 

Summary of Today’s Lessons 

SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

Our Great High Priest Preserves Us  

in the Name of His Father 

On the eve of His Passion, Christ Jesus 

intercedes for the disciples as their merciful 

and great High Priest. He prays that His Father 

would protect them “from the evil one” and 

preserve them in His name (John 17:11–12, 15). 

Along with His prayer, Christ Himself comes to 

the Father by His self-sacrifice upon the cross, 

thereby 

consecrating 

Himself for 

the sake of 

His disciples, 

“that they 

also may be 

sanctified in truth” (John 17:19). To that same 

end, He speaks to them in the world and gives 

them His Father’s Word, that is, Himself. His 

apostles, in turn, have written these things “to 

you who believe in the name of the Son of God, 

that you may know that you have eternal life” (1 

John 5:13). For “this life is in his Son,” whom He 

has given by His Word, and “whoever has the 

Son has life” (1 John 5:11–12). By this apostolic 

testimony, disciples are gathered together 

“with one accord,” as one Body in Christ, 

“devoting themselves to prayer” and waiting 

upon the Lord in “the upper room” of His 

Church on earth (Acts 1:13–14). 

 

 

OUTREACH THOUGHTS  

John 17:11b-19: Jesus prayed for His disciples. 

He also intercedes for you and me. Our text is a 

portion of the High Priestly prayer of Jesus, 

asking that His Father in heaven would 

preserve and protect His disciples in a hostile 

world. The words following this text include the 

same prayer for us believers today. What an 

encouragement this is for us to “keep the faith” 

and at the same time to share it with all of 

those around us.  

 

 

STEWARDSHIP PONDERINGS 

Acts 1:11 – “Men of Galilee, why do you 

stand looking into heaven? This Jesus, who 

was taken up from you into heaven, will 

come in the same way as you saw him go 

into heaven.” Christ has died. Christ is risen. 

Christ is ascended, and Christ will come again. 

We live our lives in this world in the sure 

confidence of the world to come. We live as 

people who know our Lord Jesus and who 

know that He is coming back. This makes all 

the difference in how we approach our 

stewardship and how we care for the things of 

this world. 
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THE ASCENSION CHALLENGE 

Ever wonder what it might have been like to be 

a disciple when Jesus ascended into heaven? 

He gave them the monumental task of making 

disciples of all the world. Plus, they’d have to 

do it without relying on Jesus’ physical 

presence, as they had 

until then. Were the 

disciples overwhelmed, 

uncertain, afraid? 

 

Maybe, yet they went on 

to spread the gospel 

throughout the world by 

the power of the Holy 

Spirit! They rose to the 

challenge because they fixed their gaze above 

as they watched Jesus disappear into the 

clouds. 

 

When we follow that example, offering 

ourselves as willing servants and keeping our 

eyes trained on Jesus instead of our 

circumstances, there’s no limit to what God can 

accomplish through us. 

 

 

BIBLE QUIZ 

“The gifts [Christ] gave were that some would 

be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, 

some pastors and teachers ….” wrote St. Paul in 

his letter to the Ephesians (4:11). 

 

What was the purpose of these people? 

A.  to be blown about by every wind of 

doctrine 

B.  to equip the saints for the work of ministry, 

for building up the body of Christ 

C.  to work honestly with their hands so as to 

have something to share with the needy 

D.  to put away falsehood and speak the truth 

 

Hint: The answer is in Ephesians 4:12. 

 

 

 

WHEN MORNING COMES 

An unknown author has 

written: “There are only two 

kinds of people in the 

world. There are those who 

wake up in the morning 

and say, ‘Good morning, Lord’; then there are 

those who wake up in the morning and say, 

‘Good Lord, it’s morning.’” 

 

 
 

RELAY FOR LIFE 

Date: Saturday, June 26, 2021  

Time: 5:00 PM-11:00 PM 

Location: Zion Lutheran Church 

  924 Bridge Avenue 

  Albert Lea, MN 56007   

Rain Date: Sunday, June 27, 2021 
 

Sponsored by Zion’s Beautiful Feet Team 

Co-Chairs: Diane Hanson and Jeff Brown 
 

Decorated Luminary: $10  

Plain Luminary: $10  

Footsteps: $1 each 
 

You could win:  

1. Relay for Life T-Shirt Quilt  

2. Star Yard Ornament  

3. “Smoke Joe” WEBER grill (14”) 

for a donation of 

$2.00 for 1 Ticket or  

$5.00 for 3 Tickets 

All money raised goes to: “Zion’s Beautiful 

Feat” Relay for Life Team. 

Together we can make a difference!  

 

Remember your loved ones who have died 

from cancer at Zion’s Relay for Life Night!  

Email us with their name at 

ZionRelayforLife@outlook.com.  

 

Flamingo flocking is underway!!!       

 Be on the lookout for those beautiful birds!   

mailto:ZionRelayforLife@outlook.com


+ This Week’s Calendar + 
Sunday, May 16, 2021 – Seventh Sunday of Easter  

   9:00 AM – Online Service and In-Person Service with Holy Communion 

10:30 AM-12:00 Noon – Drive-in Holy Communion 

          6:00 PM – Lutheran Hour on KATE Radio (1450 AM) 
 

 

Monday, May 17, 2021   
 

Tuesday, May 18, 2021  

  1:00 PM – Cheer and Comfort Meeting (Conference Room) @ Zion 

  6:30 PM – Special Meeting of the Church Council and Elders (Fellowship Hall) @ Zion  
 

Wednesday, May 19, 2021  

    9:00 AM – Quilters @ Zion (Quilting Rooms)  
 

Thursday, May 20, 2021  

– Recording Sunday Service (afternoon)  

  6:30 PM – Relay for Life Meeting (Conference Room) @ Zion 
 

Friday, May 21, 2021  

– Pastor’s Day Off   
 

Saturday, May 22, 2021  

 – Recording Sunday Service  
 

Sunday, May 23, 2021 – Pentecost Sunday  

   9:00 AM – Online Service and In-Person Service with Holy Communion 

10:30 AM-12:00 Noon – Drive-in Holy Communion 

          6:00 PM – Lutheran Hour on KATE Radio (1450 AM) 

 
PREPARE FOR 

NEXT SUNDAY: 

The appointed 

Scripture 

readings for 

Pentecost 

Sunday – Ezekiel 

37:1-14, Psalm 

139:1-16, Acts 2:1-21, and John 15:26-27, 

16:4b-15. Wear something RED!  

 

 

Sixth Sunday of Easter – May 9, 2021 

In-Person Attendance:  80  

YouTube Views:  51  
 

In-Person Communion:  78 

Drive-In Communion:    5 
 

 

 

FOOD COLLECTION  

The area food shelf needs your donations. We 

are collecting food for the local food shelf that 

is at First Presbyterian Church. Drop your food 

items in the tote by the church mailboxes.  

 

QUOTE OF THE DAY 

“Is prayer your steering wheel or your spare 

tire?” – Corrie ten Boom 

Church Office Hours 
Monday-Thursday: 9:00 am to 1:00 pm  

and afternoon by appointment 

Friday: Office Closed  Saturday: by appointment 

 

Church Phone: 507-373-8609 

Church Email: zionalbertlea@gmail.com 

 

Pastor: Matthew L. Lehman 

Email: lehman.mlr@gmail.com 
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