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Alleluia! Christ is risen! As we gather 

on the Second Sunday of the Easter 

season, we rejoice Thomas’ powerful 

confession, “My Lord and my God!” 

Christ is risen! Alleluia! 

 

We echo the words of the man whose 

son Jesus heals: “I believe; help my 

unbelief!” (Mark 9:24). 

 

A THOUGHT: Because of Easter 

“The joyful news that [Christ] is risen does not 

change the contemporary world. Still before us 

lie work, discipline, sacrifice. But the fact of 

Easter gives us the spiritual power to do the 

work, accept the discipline, and make the 

sacrifice.” —Henry Knox Sherrill 
 

 

 

TRUST IN GOD 

We cannot attain to the understanding of 

Scripture either by study or by the intellect. 

Your first duty is to begin by prayer. Entreat the 

Lord to grant you, of His great mercy, the true 

understanding of His Word. … Hope for 

nothing from your own labors, from your own 

understanding: Trust solely in God, and in the 

influence of His Spirit. Believe this on the word 

of a man who has experience. —Martin Luther 

 

QUOTE OF THE DAY 

A well-used Bible that is falling apart usually 

belongs to someone who isn’t. 
 

 

 

WEEKLY MEMORY VERSE  

John 14:19 – “Yet a little while and the world 

will see me no more, but you will see me. 

Because I live, you also will live.” 

Summary of Today’s Lessons 

SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER 

The Risen Christ Breathes His Peace  

in the Holy Absolution 

The crucified and risen Lord Jesus appeared to 

His apostles on the first Easter Sunday. He 

“came and stood among them,” and with His 

Word and the wounds in “his hands and his 

side,” He granted them His peace (John 20:19–

20). He sent them as ministers of the Gospel in 

His name to bestow the life-giving Holy Spirit 

for us and for His whole Church through the 

forgiveness of sins (John 20:21–23). Through 

this apostolic ministry, He calls us to believe 

that He “is the Christ, the Son of God,” so that 

by such faith we “may have life in his name” 

(John 20:31). The apostles “have seen and 

heard” this divine life manifested in the flesh of 

Christ, and those who succeed them in this 

apostolic ministry now proclaim that same 

Absolution to us, so that we “too may have 

fellowship” with the risen Christ, with the 

apostles and “with one another” (1 John 1:1–7). 

The one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church 

lives by “their testimony to the resurrection of 

the Lord Jesus,” and all who believe this Word 

are “of one heart and soul,” because in Him 

they truly have “everything in common” (Acts 

4:32–33).  
 

 

 

 

BIBLE QUIZ 

We know the name of only 

one of the two disciples to 

whom the risen Jesus 

appeared on the road to 

Emmaus. Who was he? 

A. John  C. Joseph of Arimathea 

B. Paul of Tarsus D. Cleopas 
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How many miles was Emmaus from Jerusalem? 

A. Seven  C. Five 

B. Six   D. Twenty 

 

The answers can be found in Luke 24:13, 18. 
 

 

 

OUTREACH THOUGHTS  

John 20:19-31: The risen Lord appeared to His 

disciples when they were hiding behind locked 

doors, in fear for their own lives.  The message 

he shared was to comfort them, saying: “Peace 

be with you!  Receive the Holy Spirit!”  God’s 

peace and the Spirit’s power put a fire into their 

witnessing.  May this same peace and power 

inspire us and enable us to let our Gospel lights 

shine brightly. 
 

 

 

STEWARDSHIP PONDERINGS 

John 20:19 – “Jesus came and stood among 

them and said to them, ‘Peace be with you.’ 

” The peace we have in Jesus is what makes a 

life of good works possible. Since we know that 

it is Jesus who saved us – not our works – we 

are now free to do good works. Good works 

shouldn’t be done out of self-interest but for 

the right reasons – out of thanksgiving toward 

God and love for our neighbors. 
 

 

 

THE SYMBOLS OF EASTER 

Christianity has many symbols; the most 

recognizable is, of course, the cross. There are a 

number of symbols linked with Easter or the 

Resurrection: the butterfly, the lily, the 

pomegranate, the phoenix and the peacock. 

 

The butterfly represents the 

Resurrection and eternal life. 

It emerges from its cocoon 

or chrysalis and gloriously 

rises into the sky in its 

splendid new body. Similarly, Jesus and his 

followers are born into a new life on Easter. 

The lily is perhaps the most 

common Easter symbol because it’s 

displayed during Easter worship 

services and blooms around this 

time each year. The lily’s bulb decays in the 

earth, yet new life sprouts from it in the form of 

the flower — reminiscent of the new life that 

emerged from the tomb so many years ago. 

 

The pomegranate is used as a 

symbol of the power of Christ 

and his Resurrection because of 

the many seeds that burst forth 

from the fruit. These seeds represent the many 

believers who follow Christ. They also represent 

the magnificence of divine grace and the 

fertility of the Word. 

 

The peacock sheds his 

feathers annually. Each year 

the feathers grow back more 

beautiful and more brilliant in color. This 

renewal symbolizes eternal life or resurrection. 

There’s also a myth that the peacock’s flesh 

doesn’t decay after death — immortality. (The 

peacock is sometimes used to represent human 

vanity, because of the way he proudly struts 

and displays his plumage.) 

 

The phoenix was a mythical bird that lived in 

the Arabian Desert for five hundred years. It set 

its own nest on fire and perished in the flames. 

But on the third day it rose from its own ashes 

and ascended into the sky as a new and 

beautiful creature. It’s easy to see why the 

phoenix represents immortal life and the 

Resurrection. 
 

 

 

RELAY FOR LIFE  

The Relay for Life will be Saturday, June 26, 

2021 from 5:00-11:00 PM. Location will be Zion 

Lutheran Church. Rain date will be Sunday, 

June 27, 2021. Luminaries decorated by Diane 

are $10 each. Plain luminaries to decorate  



yourself are $10. Footsteps are $1 each. Elaine 

Nelson has made a beautiful quilt that Dawn 

Dace designed that will up for donation. Diane 

& Dean Hanson will donate a star again. More 

news to come!   
 

 

 

STEWARDSHIP ARTICLE FOR APRIL 

Our Father in heaven sent His Son, Jesus, to be 

our Savior. His atoning sacrifice is the first fruits 

of all the dead, a pleasing aroma to His Father, 

so that His perfect life and death count for all 

who believe in Him. He claimed us as His own 

children in Holy Baptism. He sustains and 

strengthens our faith with His Holy Word and 

His Body and Blood. 
 

As new creatures, who have put on Christ, we 

bear good fruit. We do the good works 

prepared for us, which He makes known to us 

in His Word. By faith then, trusting in the Word 

of God, we do what he says because He does 

not lie and always keeps His promises. For 

“without faith it is impossible to please God, 

because anyone who comes to him must 

believe that he exists and that he rewards those 

who earnestly seek him” (Heb. 11:6). 
 

And so the Lord promises: “Honor the Lord 

with your wealth and with the first fruits of all 

your produce; then your barns will be filled 

with plenty, and your vats will be bursting with 

wine” (Prov. 3:9-10). How do we honor the Lord 

with the wealth that God has given us in His 

generosity? By giving generously to those 

whom the Lord has called us to love and 

support your family, your society, and your 

church. And His promise is that, in so doing, 

you will never lack. 
 

A common counterpoint is: “But that’s from the 

Old Testament!” Our Lord Jesus Himself gives 

us similar promises in the New Testament. He 

says, at the conclusion of the parable of the 

talents: “For to everyone who has will more be 

given, and he will have an abundance” (Matt. 

25:29).  
 

And then at the end of the parable of the 

dishonest manager, he says: “One who is 

faithful in a very little is also faithful in much, 

and one who is dishonest in a very little is also 

dishonest in much. If then you have not been 

faithful in the unrighteous wealth, who will 

entrust to you the true riches? And if you have 

not been faithful in that which is another’s, who 

will give you that which is your own? No 

servant can serve two masters, for either he will 

hate the one and love the other, or he will be 

devoted to the one and despise the other. You 

cannot serve God and money” (Luke 16:10–13).  
 

And in His sermon on the mount, he says: “Do 

not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, 

where moth and rust destroy and where 

thieves break in and steal, but lay up for 

yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither 

moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do 

not break in and steal. For where your treasure 

is, there your heart will be also” (Matt. 6:19–21). 
 

We have become conditioned against these 

promises because of their misuse by the 

peddlers of the prosperity gospel – the guys on 

TV who say you get rich by putting God in your 

debt. And thus, we miss out on the fact that 

God does reward temporal faithfulness in 

temporal matters with temporal blessings. It’s 

no quid pro quo. It’s all from God’s grace and 

His fatherly divine goodness and mercy. But 

those Bible passages do in fact say what they 

say! It’s not the Old Testament’s problem. It’s 

ours. It is almost as if we have become so jaded 

against this that we think it a virtue to be stingy 

with our offerings. 
 

But our Father in heaven still loves to bless 

those who bless others. He loves to give to 

those who give freely and generously. In fact, 

he challenges us to challenge Him: “Bring the 

full tithe into the storehouse, that there may be 

food in my house. And thereby put me to the 



test, says the Lord of hosts, if I will not open 

the windows of heaven for you and pour down 

for you a blessing until there is no more need” 

(Mal. 3:10). 
 

And so, while we don’t give so that we would 

get, we do receive from the Lord in order to 

give, and He will bless your giving with more 

receiving. As St. Paul wrote in Rom. 8:32: “He 

who did not spare his own Son but gave him 

up for us all, how will he not also with him 

graciously give us all things?” 

 

+ This Week’s Calendar + 
Sunday, April 11, 2021 – Second Sunday of Easter  

   9:00 AM – Online Service and In-Person Service with Holy Communion 

10:30 AM-1:00 PM – Drive-in Holy Communion 

          6:00 PM – Lutheran Hour on KATE Radio (1450 AM) 
 

Monday, April 12, 2021 – Recording Sunday Service (afternoon)  
 

Tuesday, April 13, 2021  

   9:00 AM – Austin Circuit Meeting @ Our Savior’s, Brownsdale, MN  

   6:00 PM – Council Meeting @ Zion (Fellowship Hall)  
 

Wednesday, April 14, 2021  

    9:00 AM – Quilters @ Zion (Quilting Rooms)  

    7:00 PM – Confirmation @ Zion   
 

Thursday, April 15, 2021 – Recording Sunday Service (afternoon)  
 

Friday, April 16, 2021 – Good Friday 

5:30-7:30 PM – Funeral Visitation for Dawn Dace @ Bonnerup Funeral Home  
 

Saturday, April 17, 2021  

  9:00 AM – Funeral Visitation for Dawn Dace @ Zion 

10:00 AM – Funeral Service for Dawn Dace @ Zion  

        – Recording Sunday Service (afternoon)  
-  

Sunday, April 18, 2021 – Third Sunday of Easter  

   9:00 AM – Online Service and In-Person Service with Holy Communion 

10:30 AM-1:00 PM – Drive-in Holy Communion 

          6:00 PM – Lutheran Hour on KATE Radio (1450 AM) 

 
PREPARE FOR NEXT SUNDAY: The appointed 

Scripture readings for The Third Sunday of 

Easter - Acts 3:11-21, Psalm 4, 1 John 3:1-7, 

and Luke 24:36-49. 

 

Easter Sunday – April 4, 2021 

In-Person Attendance:  116  

YouTube Views:  72  
 

In-Person Communion:  109 

 

Church Office Hours 
Monday-Thursday: 9:00 am to 1:00 pm  

and afternoon by appointment 

Friday: Office Closed  Saturday: by appointment 

 

Church Phone: 507-373-8609 

Church Email: zionalbertlea@gmail.com 

 

Pastor: Matthew L. Lehman 

Email: lehman.mlr@gmail.com 
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