
Zion’s Weekly Announcements 
Sunday, March 7, 2021 

Welcome to 

worship, whether 

in person or online! 

May zeal for God’s 

house consume us, 

as it did Jesus (John 

2:17), but 

remember that the 

Holy Spirit lives in 

every human heart. 

 

“Face to Face with Death: Confronting the 

Cross” is our Sunday morning Lenten theme. In 

connection with God’s Holy Word, we are using 

the five stages of grief from Dr. Elizabeth 

Kubler-Ross’ book “On Death and Dying.” 

Today’s message, “Let’s Make a Deal” based 

on John 2:13-22 (a look at stage three: 

bargaining).  

 

A Prayer: God of Sinai, help me receive your 

law as grace: gift, not burden. When we walk in 

your ways, life is better both for us and, more 

importantly, for our neighbors. 

 

 
There will be Drive-In Communion today, 

Sunday, March 7 from 10:30 AM to 1:00 PM. If 

you are you are unable to attend today, please 

make an appointment with Pastor Matt. 

An ONLINE and IN-PERSON services will be 

at 9:00 AM. You can register for next Sunday’s 

“In-Person” worship service on the church’s 

website. If you need assistance, call the church 

office (507) 373-8609.  

 

 
WEEKLY MEMORY VERSE  

Philippians 3:8-11 --- Indeed, I count 

everything as loss because of the surpassing 

worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his 

sake I have suffered the loss of all things and 

count them as rubbish, in order that I may gain 

Christ and be found in him, not having a 

righteousness of my own that comes from the 

law, but that which comes through faith in 

Christ, the righteousness from God that 

depends on faith—that I may know him and 

the power of his resurrection, and may share 

his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, 

that by any means possible I may attain the 

resurrection from the dead. 

 

LOOKING AT TODAY’S LESSONS  

The Third Sunday in Lent 
 

The Crucified and Risen Body of Jesus  

Is the True Temple of the Lord 

The Lord rescues His people, Israel, “out of the 

land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery” (Ex. 

20:2) and makes His gracious covenant with 

them, defined by the Ten Commandments. 

Since He has become their God by His grace, 

they shall be His people, having “no other gods” 

before Him (Ex. 20:3). He is “jealous” for them 

as a husband for his wife and as a father for his 

children. He has named them with His name 

and called them to rest in Him (Ex. 20:5–9). The 

incarnate Son, Christ Jesus, is likewise jealous 

for His Father’s house, because it is to be a 

place of divine grace and Sabbath rest for His 

people, and not “a house of trade” (John 2:16–

17). His zeal consumes Him as He gives up “the 

temple of his body” to the destruction of the 

cross, but in three days He raises it up again to 

be the true temple forever (John 2:17–21). By 

His crucifixion He cleanses the entire 

household, and in His resurrection He becomes 

“wisdom from God, righteousness and 

sanctification and redemption” (1 Cor. 1:30). 

 



WEEK THREE: 40 DAY LENTEN CHALLENGE 

Reading the New Testament throughout the 

season of Lent will take about 30 minutes each 

day. Sunday is a catch-up day or a day of rest.  

 

WEEK FOUR 

 March 8 John 15-20 

 March 9 Acts 1-6 

 March 10 Acts 7-11 

 March 11 Acts 12-17 

 March 12 Acts 18-23 

 March 13 Acts 24-28 

 

 

OUTREACH THOUGHT 

John 2:13-22 (23-25):  When we are 

passionate about something, it is apparent to 

all those around us. Jesus was passionate about 

His Father’s house. After He cleansed the 

temple, His disciples remembered what was 

written, “Zeal for Your house will consume me.” 

May the Holy Spirit instill us with a zeal for 

Christ so that we may boldly speak His Good 

News and share His mercy and love with a 

world in desperate need of it. 

 

STEWARDSHIP PONDERING 

John 2:16 – “And he told those who sold the 

pigeons, "Take these things away; do not 

make my Father's house a house of trade." 

The Lord’s House is not a place to sell, but a 

place to receive and a place to give. It’s not a 

place for our schemes and plans. Instead the 

Church is a place for the Lord’s gracious giving 

and our faithful sacrifices in response. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The LWML Quarterly 

The spring issue of The Quarterly has 

arrived and is in society member's 

church mailboxes. Pick it up today or 

when you stop by the church. 

Bake-less Bake Sale Begins today!  

The Zion Ladies Society is having a spring 

fundraiser. You can place your donations in the 

container on the Information Table in the 

Fireside Narthex. Thank you!  

 

 

LWML MITE SUNDAY  

Today, Sunday, March 7, is LWML Mite Sunday! 

Place your mite box in the large LWML MITE 

BOX by the collection plate. Thank you!!!

 
 

Once again, Zion Lutheran Church will be participating in Relay for Life of Freeborn 

County! Zion’s Beautiful Feat – Romans 10:15 team, seeks new team members and 

encourages our former members to join us again! Our team’s co-captain are Diane 

Hanson and Jeff Brown. To join Zion’s team, visit the Relay for Life of Freeborn 

County webpage: http://www.relayforlife.org/freeborncountymn   

 

 

Girl Scout Cookie sales begin today! An order form is on the bulletin board next to 

Pastor’s Office. Each box is $5.00. Make checks out to Girl Scouts. These sales supports 

Troop #43224 that normally meets at Zion. If you have any questions, speak with 

Diane Hanson, troop leader.  

http://www.relayforlife.org/freeborncountymn


MARCH STEWARDSHIP ARTICLE  

Hudson Taylor, a Nineteenth Century 

British missionary to China, is reported 

to have said, “God’s work, done in God’s 

way, will not lack God’s supply.” To know 

God’s way, we need to know His Holy 

Word. Or to say it another way: you need 

to know your Bible.  
 

St. Paul, before he spends two chapters 

on giving, wrote that every thought is to 

be taken captive to the obedience of 

Christ (2 Cor 10:5). Doctrine matters. And 

doctrine matters because the Scriptures 

matter. And the Scriptures matter 

because this is where we learn the 

teaching of Christ. Our thoughts must be 

brought into line with the teaching of 

Scripture so that our work is what God 

wants done and so that we do this work 

in His way. 
 

A good tree bears good fruit. A bad tree 

bears bad fruit. We have been made 

good trees in holy baptism. We are 

fertilized and pruned for bearing good 

fruit by constantly hearing God’s Word 

preached and taught in sermon and 

Bible Class and in receiving the life-

giving, faith-sustaining food of the 

Lord’s Supper. Remember your doctrine, 

hold on to the Lord’s teaching, and your 

thoughts will be taken captive to the 

obedience of Christ.  
 

Bringing every thought captive to the 

obedience of Christ is recognizing that 

God does provide. The Lord’s Prayer 

teaches us to pray for daily bread. 

Praying this day in and day out reminds 

us that the Lord is the giver of our daily bread, and that we are to gives thanks for His daily provision 

of it.  God is rarely early and never late in His work, as Abraham learned on the mount of the Lord it 

will be provided. The Lord’s generosity forms our generosity in return. 
 

Thus, we set aside for the work of God a generous, first-fruits, proportion of the daily bread that God 

has given to us. This act of trust in the Lord’s provision is the working out of our faith in Him. When 



budgetary discussions pop up our natural reaction is to point fingers.  But remember your doctrine, 

and what your mother taught about pointing fingers. Our first natural reaction is not always right. In 

fact, when our thoughts are brought into captivity of Christ, our first reaction should be repentance. It 

should raise questions in our own lives. As good trees in Christ who are to bear good fruit, we should 

ask whether our thoughts have been taken captive by obedience to Christ.  Have we given 

generously? Have we given our first-fruits? You know. And God knows. “For the eyes of the Lord run 

to and fro throughout the whole earth, to show Himself strong on behalf of those whose heart is loyal 

to Him” (2 Chron 16:9).  
 

God will provide. He always has and He always will. He gives His meat in due season. He has not left 

you as orphans but has grafted you into His own family. You belong to Him. Remember this, letting 

this thought dwell in you richly. And you will then be rich toward others.  

 

 

A BREATH OF FRESH 

PRAYER --- Norwegian 

theologian Ole Hallesby 

described prayer as 

simply letting God into 

our lives. God “knocks,” 

he said, “not only in the 

solemn hours of secret 

prayer” but “in the midst of your daily work, 

your daily struggles, your daily grind … when 

you need him most.” 

  

Prayer, added Hallesby, is as essential to life as 

air. “As impossible as it is for us to take a 

breath in the morning large enough to last us 

until noon, so impossible is it to pray in the 

morning in such a way as to last us until noon,” 

he said. “Let your prayers ascend to [God] 

constantly, audibly or silently, as circumstances 

throughout the day permit.” 

 

  

QUOTE FOR THE DAY 

 “Always show kindness and love to others. 

Your words might be filling the empty places in 

someone's heart.” —Mandy Hale 

 

 

CONFIRMATION CLASS: We will we on break 

March 17 (Spring Break) and March 31 (Holy 

Week Break). Classes will resume “In-Person at 

Zion on March 24. We’ll be on Zoom on March 

10.  

 

BIBLE QUIZ 

As the Israelites wandered in the wilderness, 

they longingly 

remembered some of the 

foods they’d had in Egypt. 

Which foods were not 

mentioned? 

 

A. carrots and potatoes 

B. onions and garlic 

C. fish and leeks 

D. melons and cucumbers 

 

Answer: A (See Numbers 11:4-6.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Church Office Hours 
Monday-Thursday: 9:00 am to 1:00 pm  

and afternoon by appointment 

Friday: Office Closed  Saturday: by 

appointment 

 

Church Phone: 507-373-8609 

Church Email: zionalbertlea@gmail.com 

 

Pastor: Matthew L. Lehman 

Email: lehman.mlr@gmail.com 

  

 

mailto:zionalbertlea@gmail.com
mailto:lehman.mlr@gmail.com


You are invited to a newer and 
better ZOOM Rally to hear about 

“Sharing the Love of Jesus” 
 
"Do not neglect to do good and to share what you have, for such sacrifices are pleasing to God."  Hebrews 
13:16 
 

Saturday, April 17, 2021  
10:00 p.m. to 12:00 p.m. 

No refreshments this time 

 
Our Guest Speaker is Deb Vinkemeier, President of 

Minnesota South LWML (Lutheran Women in Mission) 
 

Ideas for connecting to ZOOM: 

Send your e-mail address to willa4u@gmail.com   OR 

Gather a small group at church or a house and send that e-mail address to willa4u@gmail.com   
 
Gifts from the Heart Ingathering is for the Ronald McDonald House in Rochester.  Their wish list is:  

Checks made out to Ronald McDonald House, gift cards to Target, HyVee, Walmart, and cards to Rochester 
gas stations. If you wish to donate physical gifts, you will have to deliver them to the Ronald McDonald 
House. 

 

We’ll also have instructions and ideas to make “May baskets” to deliver to your shut-ins.   

 

Women (and men & children) continue filling your MITE BOXES.  This is one of the best ways to 
support the LWML projects to spread the good news of our Savior’s love for all people!  

God's Wonders 

People travel to wonder 

at the height of the mountains, 

at the huge waves of the seas, 

at the long course of the rivers, 

at the vast compass of the ocean, 

at the circular motion of the stars, 

and yet they pass by themselves  

without wondering. 

―St. Augustine 

 
 
 

IHS 

This sacred monogram  

originally appeared as  

“IHC,” the first three letters 

 of “IHCOYC,” the Greek  

word for Jesus. Over time the Greek “C” 

was replaced by the Latin “S” to 

become “IHS.” There are many 

interpretations given to the letters 

“IHS,” including the Latin “Iesus 

Hominum Salvator” (Jesus, Savior of 

Men) and the English “I (Christ) Have 

Suffered.” 

mailto:willa4u@gmail.com
mailto:willa4u@gmail.com


+ This Week’s Calendar + 
Sunday, March 7, 2021 – The Third Sunday in Lent 

   9:00 AM – Online Service  

    9:00 AM – In-Person Service with Holy Communion 

 10:30 AM – Drive-In Communion (ends at 1:00 PM) 

   6:00 PM – Lutheran Hour on KATE Radio (1450 AM) 
 

Monday, March 8, 2021 

Afternoon recording online midweek service. 
 

Tuesday, March 9, 2021  

   9:00 AM – Austin Circuit Meeting @ St. John’s Lutheran Church, Austin, MN  

11:00 AM – Visitation for Richard Montanye @ Bayview Funeral Home 

   1:00 PM – Funeral Service for Richard Montanye @ Bayview Funeral Home 

          2:00 PM – Burial for Richard Montanye @ Graceland Cemetery  

  6:00 PM – Council Meeting @ Zion (Fellowship Hall)  
 

Wednesday, March 10, 2021 – Midweek IV of LENT 

   5:00 PM – Online Midweek IV Lenten Service  

   6:00 PM – Confirmation on Zoom 
 

Thursday, March 11, 2021  

Afternoon prep-recording online Sunday service. 
 

Friday, March 12, 2021 

 Pastor’s Day Off   
 

Saturday, March 13, 2021 – Remember to rest your clock before you go to bed!  

Recording-editing online Sunday service. 
 

Sunday, March 14, 2021 – The Fourth Sunday in Lent (Daylight-Saving Time Beings)  

   9:00 AM – Online Service  

    9:00 AM – In-Person Service with Holy Communion 

 10:30 AM – Drive-In Communion (ends at 1:00 PM) 

   6:00 PM – Lutheran Hour on KATE Radio (1450 AM) 

 

 

MIDWEEK LENTEN: “The Sign of the Cross” 

Midweek Lenten services are ONLINE each 

Wednesday of Lent at 5:00 PM. An email will be 

sent with a YouTube link and the bulletin. 

 

PREPARE FOR NEXT SUNDAY: Study the  

appointed Scripture readings for The Sunday 

Fourth in Lent: Numbers 21:4-9, Psalm107:1-9; 

Ephesians 2:1-10, John 3:14-21. The sermon, 

“Look Up and Live” (fourth stage: depression) 

based on John 3:14-21.  

Second Sunday in Lent - February 28, 2021 

In-Person Attendance:  51  

YouTube Views:  117  
 

In-Person Communion:  49 

Drive-In Communion:  14 

 

Midweek III of Lent – March 3, 2021 

YouTube Views:   68  

 

Easter Flowers: Order forms available at 

Information table in Fireside Narthex.  


