
Zion’s Weekly Announcements 
Sunday, February 21, 2021 

 

Greetings, in the name of 

God the Father, Son and 

Holy Spirit on this first 

Sunday in Lent. Let us walk 

with Jesus and one another 

these sacred 40 days of 

repentance, fasting, prayer, 

and personal reflection.  

 

Quiet the hearts of all who worship here, that we 

may focus on You, O Sacred One, and bask in Your 

everlasting love. 

 

THE POWER OF LOVE 

By comparing love to everything from oxygen 

and fire to wind and war, songs and poetry 

emphasize its immense power — for good or 

for ill. Christian author Patrick Morley uses 

metaphors that focus on love’s practicality in 

everyday life: “Love is the glue that holds us 

together and the oil that keeps us from 

rubbing each other the wrong way.” He also 

calls love “the WD-40 of relationships” because 

it “can seep into tight places 

where logic, threats and even 

promises just can’t seem to 

penetrate.” 

 

St. Augustine, who predated 

WD-40 by centuries, knew 

that love not only eases 

friction in personal 

interactions but, with God’s 

help, can change hearts and lives. “Love all 

[people], even your enemies,” he advises. “Love 

them, not because they are your brothers, but 

that they may become your brothers. Thus you 

will ever burn with fraternal love, both for him 

who is already your brother and for your 

enemy, that he may by loving become your 

brother.” 

There will be Drive-In 

Communion today, 

Sunday, February 21 

from 10:30 AM to 1:00 

PM. If you are you are 

unable to attend today, 

please make an appointment with Pastor Matt. 

An ONLINE and IN-PERSON services will be 

at 9:00 AM. You can register for next Sunday’s 

“In-Person” worship service on the church’s 

website. If you need assistance, call the church 

office (507) 373-8609.  

 
LOOKING AT TODAY’S LESSONS  

The First Sunday in Lent  
 

Christ Jesus Defeats Our Temptation and 

Saves Us by His Faithfulness 

In faith and the fear of God, Abraham prepared 

to sacrifice his beloved son, Isaac. At the Word 

of the Lord, he “took the wood of the burnt 

offering and laid it on Isaac his son.” And “when 

they came to the place of which God had told 

him,” Abraham bound Isaac “and laid him on 

the altar” (Gen. 22:6, 9). Then God stayed 

Abraham’s hand and provided “for himself the 

lamb for a burnt offering” (Gen. 22:8). That 

Lamb is God’s own beloved Son, Jesus, in 

whom “all the nations of the earth” are blessed 

(Gen. 22:18). As the Substitute for all the sons 

of men, Jesus is driven by the Spirit “into the 

wilderness” to be “tempted by Satan” (Mark 

1:12–13) in order to endure and defeat all 

temptation. We are tempted by our own desire, 

which conceives and “gives birth to sin” (James 

1:14–15). But this blessed Man, Christ Jesus, 

remained “steadfast under trial,” and He has 

received “the crown of life, which God has 

promised to those who love him” (James 1:12). 

His faithfulness, His victory and His life are now 

given to us by His grace in the Gospel. 



WEEKLY MEMORY VERSE  

1 Peter 5:8-9 --- Be sober-minded; be 

watchful. Your adversary the devil prowls 

around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to 

devour. Resist him, firm in your faith. 

 

OUTREACH THOUGHT 

Mark 1:9-15:  The devil constantly tempts us 

to keep the news of salvation through Christ to 

ourselves. The devil loves to make us think that 

we are inadequate messengers, or too busy, or 

unable to make a difference in someone else’s 

life. The Good News is that Christ was tempted 

in every way just like us, but He remained 

without sin. By His own resistance to the devil, 

our Lord strengthens us in the midst of our 

own temptations and failures and equips us to 

be bold witnesses to Christ’s victory over sin, 

death and the devil. 

 

STEWARDSHIP PONDERING 

Mark 1:13 – “And he was with the wild 

animals, and the angels were ministering to 

him.” God the Father cares for Jesus even in 

the midst of his temptation in the wilds. God 

cares for us in every situation as well. Jesus 

realized this and always acted from the basis of 

trust in God the Father’s provision. This is 

likewise the basis for our life lived in Christ: 

God cares for us, so we need not act out of fear 

or greed. 

 

 

FEBRUARY STEWARDSHIP ARTICLE  

“I am not commanding you, but I want to test 

the sincerity of your love by comparing it with 

the earnestness of others. For you know the 

grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he 

was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, so 

that you through his poverty might become 

rich" (2 Corinthians 8:8-9). 

 

Without commands or even arm-twisting, St. 

Paul encourages, even challenges, the Church 

in Corinth to demonstrate the sincerity of their 

faith by their generosity in giving. He does this 

because giving generously is a gift of the Spirit 

given to us through the Gospel.  

 

St. Paul wrote: “But just as you excel in 

everything—in faith, in speech, in knowledge, 

in complete earnestness and in your love for 

us—see that you also excel in this grace of 

giving” (2 Corinthians 8:7). In other words, just 

as we grow in faith and speech and knowledge 

of eternal things by the Holy Spirit through the 

Word of God, so also do we grow in giving 

from the same Spirit through the same Word.  

 

The problem is that the grace of generosity 

often grows cold in us. It’s not so much that we 

stop giving, but we don’t put it first. We treat it 

like all the other bills that must be paid. It 

becomes a chore, just one more thing to check 

off a list of things to do. That empties it of its 

spiritual power and robs us of the joy that 

Christ and the Scriptures assign to it. 

 

On top of that, since this generosity is linked to 

faith and 

knowledge of 

divine things, a lack 

of excelling in 

giving is sure sign 

that our faith and 

knowledge of God 

are under attack as 

well.  

 

Thus St. Paul points 

to the foundation 

of generosity: the 

generosity of Christ Himself. Even though He 

was rich, He became poor so that we who are 

poor might become rich. Thus, the incarnation, 

suffering, and death of our Lord on the cross is 

the reason, source, and driving force for our 

generosity in giving to the church. 

 
Continues on next page.  



And since Christ who was rich became poor so 

that we might be rich in His grace—of which 

generous giving is part—so we also who are 

rich in His grace can excel in pressing His grace 

into service toward the gracious work of the 

church.  

 

Pay attention to what you give to the church so 

that you may excel at it. And if you find that 

your heart has grown cold or indifferent toward 

it, immerse yourself in God’s Word. Read it at 

home. Attend Bible Class. Hear and listen to it 

preached in the Divine Service. Be reminded of 

what Christ has done for you in His incarnation, 

suffering, and death. For this will strengthen 

your faith and knowledge. And where that 

excels, so will the grace of giving excel also.  

 

 

40 DAY LENTEN CHALLENGE 

A good Lenten discipline is reading the New 

Testament throughout the season of Lent. It 

will take about 30 minutes each day to read. 

Sundays are catch-up days or days of rest.  

 

WEEK ONE 

February 17   Matthew 1-7 

February 18 Matthew 8-12  

February 19 Matthew 13-18 

February 20 Matthew 19-24 

 

WEEK TWO 

February 22 Matthew 25-28 

February 23 Mark 1-5 

February 24   Mark 6-11 

February 25 Mark 12-16 

February 26 Luke 1-4 

February 27 Luke 5-8 

March 1 Luke 9-12 

WEEK THREE 

March 2 Luke 13-19 

March 3 Luke 20-24 

March 4 John 1-5 

March 5 John 6-9 

March 6 John 10-14 

 

WEEK FOUR 

March 8 John 15-20 

March 9 Acts 1-6 

March 10 Acts 7-11 

March 11 Acts 12-17 

March 12 Acts 18-23 

March 13 Acts 24-28 

 

WEEK FIVE  

March 15 Romans 1-8 

March 16 Romans 9-16 

March 17     1 Corinthians 1-8 

March 18 1 Corinthians 9-16 

March 19 2 Corinthians 1-13 

March 20 Galatians 1-6 

 

WEEK SIX 

March 22 Ephesians 1-6 

March 23 Philippians Colossians 

March 24     1 Thessalonians & 2 Thessalonians  

March 25 1 Timothy & 2 Timothy 

March 26 Titus & Hebrews 1-7 

March 27 Hebrews 8-13 

 

WEEK SEVEN 

March 29 James  

March 30 1 Peter & 2 Peter  

March 31 1 John, 2 John, 3 John & Jude 

April 1  Revelation 1-7 

April 2  Revelation 8-16 

April 3  Revelation 17-22

 
Once again, Zion Lutheran Church will be participating in Relay for Life of Freeborn 

County! Zion’s Beautiful Feat – Romans 10:15 team, seeks new team members and 

encourages our former members to join us again! Our team’s co-captain are Diane 

Hanson and Jeff Brown. To join Zion’s team, visit the Relay for Life of Freeborn 

County webpage: http://www.relayforlife.org/freeborncountymn   

http://www.relayforlife.org/freeborncountymn


Girl Scout Cookie sales 

begin today! An order form is 

on the bulletin board next to 

Pastor’s Office. Each box is 

$5.00. Make checks out to Girl 

Scouts. These sales supports 

Troop #43224 that normally 

meets at Zion. If you have any questions, speak 

with Diane Hanson, troop leader.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
+ This Week’s Calendar + 

Sunday, February 21, 2021 – The First Sunday in Lent 

   9:00 AM – Online Service Available and In-Person Service with Holy Communion 

 10:30 AM – Drive-In Communion (ends at 1:00 PM) 
 

Monday, February 22, 2021  

   3:30 PM – Ladies Society Executive Board Meeting @ Zion  
 

Tuesday, February 23, 2021 – recording online service 
 

Wednesday, February 24, 2021 – Midweek II of LENT 

   5:00 PM – Online Midweek II Lenten Service  

   6:00 PM – Confirmation on Zoom 
 

Thursday, February 25, 2021 – recording online service 
 

Friday, February 26, 2021 

4-7 PM – Visitation for Mel Janowitz @ Bonnerups Funeral Home Albert Lea, MN 
 

Saturday, February 27, 2021 

 10:00 AM – Funeral Service for Mel Janowitz @ Zion Lutheran Church 

   2:00 PM – Private Funeral Service for Jim Bottelson @ Bonnerups Funeral Home  
 

Sunday, February 28, 2021 – The Second Sunday in Lent 

   9:00 AM – Online Service Available and In-Person Service with Holy Communion 

 10:30 AM – Drive-In Communion (ends at 1:00 PM) 

   6:00 PM – Lutheran Hour on KATE Radio (1450 AM) 

 

Midweek Lenten: “The Sign of the Cross” Midweek Lenten services are online each Wednesday of Lent. 

Prepare for this week’s service, February 24, by reading these lessons: Isaiah 43:1-7 and Romans 6:1-11.  

 

PREPARE FOR NEXT SUNDAY: Study the appointed Scripture readings for The Sunday in Lent: Genesis 17:1-

7, 15-16, Psalm 22:23-31, Romans 5:1-11, Mark 8:27-38. The sermon, “Why?” (second stage: anger) based on 

Mark 8:27-38.  

 

Transfiguration of Our Lord Sunday - February 14, 2021 

In-Person Attendance: 41 . . . In-Person Communion: 41 . . . YouTube Views: 121 . . . Drive-In Communion: 2 

Ash Wednesday - February 17, 2021 

In-Person Attendance: 27 . . . In-Person Communion: 27 . . . YouTube Views: 55 

Church Office Hours 
Monday-Thursday: 9:00 am to 1:00 pm  

and afternoon by appointment 

Friday: Office Closed  Saturday: by appointment 

 

Church Phone: 507-373-8609 

Church Email: zionalbertlea@gmail.com 

 

Pastor: Matthew L. Lehman 

Email: lehman.mlr@gmail.com 
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