
Zion’s Weekly Announcements 
Sunday, January 31, 2021 

 

Good Morning!! The peace of the Lord be with you on the wonderful 

Lord’s Day!  

 

We are delighted you’ve joined us. May God’s word today strengthen your faith, inspire curiosity and 

learning, and motivate your service of others. 

 

A Prayer: Jesus our Teacher, Healer and Savior: May your authoritative teaching move all people to 

live in love. Amen. 

 

Today, Gabriel Jude Eggebraaten will be welcomed into God’s Holy Family through the 

water and Word of Holy Baptism this afternoon. Gabriel was born on January 15 to 

Noah and Wendy Eggebratten. His brothers, Asher and Emmaus, are thrilled with having 

a new baby brother.  

 

There will be Drive-In Communion today, Sunday, January 31 from 10:30 AM to 1:00 PM. If you are 

you are unable to attend today, please make an appointment with Pastor Matt. An ONLINE and IN-

PERSON services will be at 9:00 AM. You can register for next Sunday’s “In-Person” worship service 

on the church’s website. If you need assistance, call the church office (507) 373-8609.  

 

LOOKING AT TODAY’S LESSONS – The Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany   

Our Lord Jesus Christ, True God in the Flesh, Cleanses Our Consciences from Sin 

As He promised, the Lord our God has raised up “a prophet” like Moses, namely Jesus, our brother in 

the flesh. “To him you shall listen,” because the Word of the Lord is “in his mouth” (Deut. 18:15–18). 

Indeed, He is more than a prophet and more than a scribe of the Scriptures; He is the incarnate Word, 

and He speaks “a new teaching with authority” (Mark 1:22, 27). He enters “the synagogue” of His 

Church and provides true Sabbath rest, using His authority to silence and cast out “even the unclean 

spirits” (Mark 1:21–27). By His Word of the cross, He removes the accusations of the Law and of the 

devil, and He cleanses our consciences before God the Father, “from whom are all things and for 

whom we exist.” Hence, we are now set free from bondage and commended to God by the one Lord, 

Jesus Christ, “through whom are all things and through whom we exist” (1 Cor. 8:6). Therefore, use your 

freedom to care for your brothers and sisters, neither causing them to stumble nor wounding their 

consciences (1 Cor. 8:9–12), but cleansing and strengthening them with the Gospel. 

 

MEMORY VERSE FOR THE WEEK 

1 Timothy 2:5–6 – “For there is one God, and there is one mediator between God and men, the man 

Christ Jesus, who gave himself as a ransom for all, which is the testimony given at the proper time.” 

 

OUTREACH THOUGHT 

Mark 1:21-28 - What sets our message apart as Christians? We speak of the One who has authority – 

Jesus Christ! Even today, God’s Word has authority! As you bear witness, take comfort that through 

the authority of God’s Word and His Holy Spirit, others are still brought into fellowship with Christ!  



Evangelism Moment 

When Jesus said, "you shall be my witnesses", many 

Christians have taken this to mean that we are to 

witness, thereby reducing evangelism to verbal 

formulas. 

 

It is important to focus on Jesus' command that we 

be witnesses. It means to some that evangelism is to 

involve the totality of our lives. Everything about our 

lifestyle counts, such as how we treat our children, 

how we spend money, our business ethics, and on 

and on. 

 

Let us not forget that our neighbor might judge Jesus 

Christ by what he sees in us. 

 

 

WISE WORDS 

Want to provoke a warm response from others? Look 

in people’s eyes and smile sincerely.  

 

Faith is not meant to be kept to oneself. It simply 

must be shared in non-threatening ways and shown 

in loving actions.  

 

Peace must begin within ourselves. Anger only 

provokes anger in others.  

 

We cannot make enough of the virtue of trust. If we 

cannot be trusted, of what value are we? 

 

 

 

STEWARDSHIP PONDERING 

Mark 1:22 – “And they were astonished at his teaching, for he taught them as one who had authority, 

and not as the scribes.” Authority is a word we are sometimes afraid of and don’t like to hear. But that’s just 

our sinful flesh talking. Jesus’ authority is something we need. We need him to show us what to believe and 

how to live, for Jesus’ authority is always connected to his love.  

 
LUTHERAN HOUR: Today on KATE Radio @ 6 pm  

"Under the Impression" (Mark 5-6) 

Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler 

Jesus overturned and upended people's first impressions of Him. 

 

 



FUNDING THE LUTHERAN HOUR BROADCAST  

The weekly broadcast of Lutheran Hour on KATE Radio is $65.00. If you are looking for another way to 

support the mission ministry of Zion Lutheran Church might be it. Many people around the Albert Lea 

listening area hear the Good News of Jesus Christ each Sunday night at 6:00 PM. KATE Radio’s 

airwaves travel a long way in southern Minnesota and northern Iowa. Earmark you check or your 

offering envelope to support this mission ministry. Thank you!  

 

 

Camp Omega Summer registration is open! 

Get ready for a summer that changes lives! Visit the Camp 

Omega website to learn more about their programs for all 

interests and ages. Regardless of the camper's age, summer 

camp at Camp Omega is a life-changing and Christ-filled 

experience where campers will build community outdoors. 
 

Early registration discounts end on March 1st, so secure your 

spot today! 

 

Camp has plans in place regarding the safety of guests and campers in the midst of the pandemic. 

 

Biblical Authors and Facts: Answers 
1.) Who wrote the first five books of the Bible? Moses 

2.) Who wrote the book of Ecclesiastes? Solomon 

3.) How many books of the Bible did Timothy write? None (sidenote he co-wrote with St. Paul 6 letters)    

4.) Who wrote the most books in the New Testament? Paul 

5.) In which book of the Bible is God not mentioned? Esther  

6.) How many books are in the Bible? 66  

7.) Who wrote the book of Lamentations? Jeremiah 

8.) Who wrote the book of Acts? Luke 

9.) What is the longest book in the Bible? Psalms 

10.) What is the shortest book in the Bible? 3 John 

 

 

RUBY’S POP-UP PANTRY is Saturday, February 6, 2021 

Albert Lea United Methodist Church  

702 US Route 69, Albert Lea, Minnesota 56007, United States 

Registration begins at 10:00 AM 

Food bundles available 10:00-11:30 AM 

 

Christian Symbol:  Chi Rho  

The Chi Rho is an ancient monogram of Christ. The symbol is composed of the first two letters of the 

Greek word for Christ: XPICTOC (pronounced Christos). There are many variations, but the most 

common form superimposes the “X” (Chi) on the “P” (Rho). Although it isn’t considered to be a 

cross, the Chi Rho invokes Jesus’ crucifixion. The symbol has been in use for more than 1,600 years. 

Early Christians used the Chi Rho as a sign of their faith, and Constantine the Great placed it on his 

soldiers’ shields. 



+ This Week’s Calendar + 

Sunday, January 31, 2021 – The Fourth Sunday after Christmas  

   9:00 AM – Online Service Available  

   9:00 AM – In-Person Service with Holy Communion 

 10:30 AM – Drive-In Communion Begins 

   1:00 PM – Drive-In Communion Ends 

   6:00 PM – Lutheran Hour on KATE Radio (1450 AM) 
 

Monday, February 1, 2021   
 

Tuesday, February 2, 2021 

  7:00 PM – Elders Meeting 
 

Wednesday, February 3, 2021 

   6:00 PM – Confirmation on Zoom 
 

Thursday, February 4, 2021 

Pre-work for service recording  
 

Friday, February 5, 2021 

Pastor’s Day Off 
 

Saturday, February 6, 2021 

Recording Worship Service     
 

Sunday, February 7, 2021 – The Fifth Sunday after Epiphany  

   9:00 AM – Online Service Available  

   9:00 AM – In-Person Service with Holy Communion 

 10:30 AM – Drive-In Communion Begins 

   1:00 PM – Drive-In Communion Ends 

   6:00 PM – Lutheran Hour on KATE Radio (1450 AM) 
 

PREPARE FOR NEXT SUNDAY 
Take some time this week to prepare yourself for the upcoming worship service on February 7, The 

Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany. The appointed Scripture readings for that day are Isaiah 40:21-31; 

Psalm 147:1-11; 1 Corinthians 9:16-27, and Mark 1:29-39.  
 
 

A QUOTE FOR THE DAY 
“The earth has music for those who listen.” — Unknown 

 

 

January 24, 2021   

In-Person Attendance:   22     

YouTube Views:   103       

In-Person Communion:  22     

Drive-In Communion:      9   


