
Zion’s Weekly Announcements 
Sunday, December 20, 2020 

 

Dear Church Family, 

 

Merry Christmas to you and your family! 

 

With a heavy heart, I need to share a concern that has come to my attention. To our in-person 

worshipers and weekly visitors to the church, please keep your facemask on and over your nose. 

Other worshipers are noticing individuals having their facemask down or off, which is causing concern 

and worries, especially during the singing of hymns. I spent the remainder of my Sunday listening to 

and calming the fears of genuinely concerned members. I know we all want this to be a safe and 

blessed space to gather as the people of God, especially as we worship the LORD and receive His 

gracious gifts of Word and Sacraments.  

 

I only remind you because I love you all; I do not want you to get sick or spread the virus because we 

became careless. I know that facemask is not the end-all for perfect protection from the virus but is 

one step in safety precaution. If you are ill or have any virus symptoms, please stay home for your 

well-being and others.  

 

Continue to keep up the excellent job of social distancing.  

 

God’s blessings as we celebrate and remember Christ’s birth! 

 

Pastor Matt 

 

“Bless us, Lord, this Christmas, with quietness of mind; teach us to 

be patient and always to be kind.” —Helen Steiner Rice 

 

 

CHRISMTAS EVE SERVICES – Thursday, December 24 

Are you and your family planning to attend one of the “In-Person” 

Christmas Eve Services at 3:30 PM or 5:00 PM? Please register ASAP on Zion's website. The first 

service is almost full; and the second service has room for about 24 more worshippers. If you have any 

questions or want me to sign you up, please let me know. Thank you! – Pastor Matt 

 

 

CHRISMTAS DAY SERVICE – Friday, December 25 

We invite you to join us ONLINE for Christmas Day service at 9:00 AM. You will receive an email with a 

service bulletin and video link on Christmas morn. It will be posted on Zion’s Facebook page. 

 

 

“How silently, how silently the wondrous gift is given! So God imparts to human hearts the blessings 

of his heaven.” (Phillips Brooks) 



THE FIRST SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS 

There will be NO “In-Person” worship service 

or Drive-In Communion on December 27. 

An ONLINE service will be at 9:00 AM.  

 

The appointed Scripture readings for the First 

Sunday after Christmas are Isaiah 61:10-62:3; 

Psalm 111; Galatians 4:4-7, and Luke 2:22-40.  

 

You will receive an email with a service bulletin 

and video link on Sunday morning. I am taking 

this Sunday off and the remainder of the week 

of December. If you need any spiritual care, 

please contact your elder. Only call or text if it is 

an emergency. If you have a prayer request for 

the prayers chain, contact Arlene Murray.  

 

  

CHURCH MAILBOXES 

If you have not checked your church mailboxes 

lately, “you’ve got mail!” These items might be 

in your mailbox: church directory, Portals of 

Prayers, 2021 offering envelopes, LWML 

Quarterly, Women on a Mission (WOM) and 

other items. Stop-by and pick-them up.  

 

 

LOOKING AT TODAY’S LESSONS – The Fourth 

Sunday in Advent  

The Lord Builds a House for David: Jesus 

Christ Who Comes in the Flesh 

When King David “lived in his house and the 

LORD had given him rest from all his surrounding 

enemies,” he piously supposed that he would 

build a house for God (2 Sam. 7:1–2). But the 

Lord would turn it around: He would establish a 

house for David and an everlasting throne. This 

He has done not only for David, but also for all 

His people, in the Son of David, Jesus Christ, 

“conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin 

Mary” (Apostles’ Creed). That holy child, the incarnate “Son of the Most High,” receives “the throne of 

his father David” and begins to reign “over the house of Jacob forever” (Luke 1:32–33). Having given 

Himself as a sacrifice for the sins of the world, His body is the true and eternal temple of God in which 

His people have their own place of peace and rest. That is “the mystery that was kept secret for long 



ages” but is now “made known to all nations, according to the command of the eternal God” in order 

that we may have faith and life in Christ (Rom. 16:25–26).  

 

 

MEMORY VERSE FOR THE WEEK 

John 1:14 - And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of 

the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 

 

 

+ Additional Info and News +  
 

CHRISTMAS CARDS  

We only have a few boxes left of Christmas cards. The Zion Ladies Society has Christmas card for sale. 

Each box (12 cards) is $6.00. The cards are located in the main entrance by the church office. Thank 

you for all who have purchased cards.  

 

 

CONFIRMATION: We are on Christmas and New Year’s break. Classes will resume on Wednesday, 

January 6.  

 

 

OUTREACH THOUGHT 

Luke 1:26-38: It can be easy for us to fall into the temptation of thinking that God couldn’t possibly 

use us to share His Good News with others.  God responds to our doubts of “I’m not a good enough 

speaker.” or “I can’t really make a difference.” or “What if I say the wrong thing?” with – “For nothing 

will be impossible with God!” Our God – with whom nothing is impossible – promises to bless our 

faithful witness to Him! 

 

 

STEWARDSHIP PONDERING 

2 Samuel 7:4 – “But that same night the word of the LORD came to Nathan. . .” Nathan thought 

David’s idea was great, so he blessed it with the Lord’s name. But, later that night, the Word of the 

Lord set him straight. The Word of the Lord must be the basis for what we think, say, and do in God’s 

Kingdom – not our own desires or whims. 

 

 

The Zion Quilter will be selling Quilts between Thanksgiving and Christmas to raise funds for quilt 

batting. When you purchase a quilt or donate money for batting, please write out our check to Zion 

Ladies Society, earmark it with “Zion Quilters.” Thank you for your support! Quilts made are donated 

to Lutheran World Relief.  

 
 
 
 



+ This Week’s Calendar + 

Sunday, December 20, 2020 – The Fourth Sunday in Advent - Love 

   9:00 AM – Online Service Available  

   9:00 AM – In-Person Service with Holy Communion 

 10:30 AM – Drive-In Communion Begins 

   1:00 PM – Drive-In Communion Ends 

   6:00 PM – Lutheran Hour on KATE Radio (1450 AM) 

 

Monday, December 21, 2020   

Online Service Recording and Editing   

 

Tuesday, December 22, 2020 

Online Service Recording and Editing   

 

Wednesday, December 23, 2020 

Online Service Recording and Editing   

 

Thursday, December 24, 2020 – Christmas Day 

   3:30 PM – Online Service Available  

   3:30 PM – In-Person Service  

   5:00 PM – In-Person Service  

 

Friday, December 25, 2020 – Christmas Day 

   9:00 AM – Online Service Available  

CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED    

 

Saturday, December 26, 2020 

CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED    

 

Sunday, December 27, 2020 – The Fourth Sunday in Advent - Love 

   9:00 AM – Online Service Available (NO In-Person Service or Drive-in Communion)  

   6:00 PM – Lutheran Hour on KATE Radio (1450 AM) 


