
Zion’s Weekly Announcements 
Sunday, October 18, 2020 

 

Greetings in name of the Lord, Jesus Christ!!  

 

We gather as one body, with Christ as the head. Each of you brings unique abilities and 

contributions to our worship and ministry at Zion Lutheran Church. Thank you for being 

here, and welcome. - Pastor Matt  

 

 

LOOKING AT TODAY’S LESSONS 

We Are Recreated in the Image of God by the Cross of Christ 

Plotting against Jesus, the Pharisees attempted “to entangle 

him in his words” by asking about the payment of taxes to 

Caesar (Matt. 22:15). The Lord pointed to coins required for 

the tax, and He answered that we should “render to Caesar the 

things that are Caesar’s, and to God the things that are God’s” 

(Matt. 22:21). But if coins bearing the image of Caesar should 

be rendered to him, then man — who is made in the image of 

God — must be rendered to the Lord. That tax is paid for us by the Lord Jesus, the 

image of God in the flesh, by His self-offering on the cross. And from His cross, as the 

Lord’s anointed, He reigns as the true Caesar over all nations “from the rising of the sun 

and from the west” (Is. 45:6). The Lord once called and anointed Cyrus “to subdue nations 

before him and to loose the belts of kings” (Is. 45:1). Now by the preaching of the Gospel, 

“in power and in the Holy Spirit” (1 Thess. 1:5), foreigners from all over the world are 

“turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God” (1 Thess. 1:9–10).  

 

 

LEARNING FROM AUTUMN LEAVES 

Every fall, I marvel at the beautiful leaves, studying the intricate shapes and God’s 

creative, colorful displays. Despite its deterioration, the foliage reveals splendor — mere 

months after bursting out in spring and providing summer shade. 

 

I often think I’m like an autumn leaf. Through many seasons, God has transformed me 

from a self-absorbed person to one who trusts his steadfast promises. Winter is 

approaching for me too. Yet the Holy Spirit keeps molding me to reflect God’s goodness 

and beauty. During the autumn of my life, I pray that God helps me embrace changing 

seasons while reflecting His love and light to all. —MaryAnn Sundby 

 



MEMORY VERSE FOR THE WEEK 

1 Peter 1:24–25 – “The grass withers, and the flower falls, but the word of the Lord 

remains forever.” 

 

 
+ News and Information + 

 

LUTHERAN HOUR FOR OCTOBER 18 

The Lutheran Hour in on KATE Radio (1450 AM) tonight at 6:00 PM. 

"What I'm Looking For" – Daniel 3 

Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler 

"We've all been asked to testify, to give a witness to what it is that we're looking for. 

We're always sending messages to the people watching us: this is what I value, this is 

what I'm looking for." Dr. Michael Zeigler 

 

 

CONFIRMATION CLASS: Class will resume on Wednesday, October 21 at 6:00 PM. A 

Zoom link will be sent to the parents and students on Tuesday. Additional class material 

will be sent to each student.  

 

 

NEW ... DRIVE-IN COMMUNION is on SUNDAY!!!  

Due to extensive road construction on Bridge Avenue, 

our drive-in communion dates have moved! Plan to attend 

on Sundays from 10:30 AM to 1:00 PM. If this does not work 

and you wish to walk to the church, please give me a call. I 

am available to minister to you. Remember, call the church 

office to make an appointment at 507-373-8609. Thank you! 

 

 

OUTREACH THOUGHT 

Matthew 22:15-22: As we worship today, we are reminded that we have very little 

trouble rendering to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, but we have some real trouble 

rendering unto God the things that are God’s. God doesn’t have the IRS working for Him 

to garnish our wages or throw us into jail for non-compliance. Everything we have, 

everything we are, and everything we hope to be for the rest of eternity is first and 

foremost a gift from God. The Lord never requires anything from us that He does not 

first give. We belong to Him. We live and move and have our very being in Him. We 

bear His image. Does the world around YOU have a clue that God alone is worthy of all 

your praise and that you will render unto HIM first before the world? Far too many 



times, we blend in with the ways of the world and our rendering looks just like the 

world’s rendering, rather than ones who belong to God and those who bear His seal. 

Reach out to the world simply by being who YOU ARE first and foremost! 

 

 

A FIXER-UPPER 

Imagine yourself as a living house. God comes in to rebuild that house. At first, perhaps, 

you can understand what He is doing. He is getting the drains right and stopping the 

leaks in the roof and so on; you knew that those jobs needed doing and so you are not 

surprised. But presently He starts knocking the house about in a way that hurts 

abominably and does not seem to make any sense. What on earth is He up to? 

 

The explanation is that he is building quite a different house from the one you thought 

of — throwing out a new wing here, putting on an extra floor there, running up towers, 

making courtyards. You thought you were being made into a decent little cottage: but 

He is building a palace. He intends to come and live in it Himself. 

―C.S. Lewis, Mere Christianity 

 

 

MAIN STREET LIVING | 9 – 10 A.M. | WFTC CHANNEL 29/9-2 

OCTOBER 18, 2020 

Main Street Living airs each Sunday at 9 a.m. on WFTC Channel 29/9-2 with an episode 

of This is the Life. This week’s episode, “Happiness is Dirty Hands,” features teacher Kent 

(Daniel Travanti), who lives and teaches high school in a troubled metro area, and the 

decisions he and his wife (Ann Whitfield) face that are disrupting their marriage.  

 

The worship service will begin at 9:30 a.m. with Rev. Dr. William Utech, Assistant to the 

President for Missions for the Minnesota South District. His message, “Render unto God 

What is God’s,” will be based on Matthew 22:15-22. For more information or to watch 

the program, go to mainstreetliving.com and select the “Twin Cities” tab. 

 

 

About Main Street Living 

Main Street Living is an LCMS program that features pastors from the WFTC, channel 

29/9-2, viewer area. The first half hour is a reproduction of This is the Life, a Lutheran 

Hour Ministries program made popular in the 60s, 70s, and 80s. The second half hour is 

a modified Lutheran worship service, which is produced locally. This new program will 

be totally funded by viewers and others who want to keep the Gospel available to those 

who cannot or do not attend worship services on a regular basis. 

 

http://www.mainstreetliving.com/


+ Looking to Next Sunday + 
 

REGISTER YOUR ATTENDANCE FOR IN-PERSON WORSHIP SERVICE 

You can register for the "In-Person" worship service on Sunday, October 25. Go to Zion's 

website (www.zion4jesus.org) and click on the picture that says, "Save My Seat." There 

you will be able to register for worship. If you would like me to register you, please call 

the church office at (507) 373-8609. We will keep it up until we have 

55 worshippers!  

 

 

NEXT SUNDAY, OCTOBER 25: It is Reformation Sunday! Sport your 

RED attire for this festival day. These are the appointed Scripture 

readings for this festival day: Revelation 14:6-7; Psalm 46; Romans 

3:19-28, and John 8:31-36.  

 
 

+ Stewardship News + 
 

STEWARDSHIP PONDERING 

Matt. 22:21 – “… Then he said to them, ‘Therefore render to Caesar the things that 

are Caesar’s, and to God the things that are God’s.’” So what is Jesus saying? Doesn’t 

everything belong to God? Yes, and God has a place for everything. Some of what He 

gives us goes to Caesar. Some must come back to the work of His Church. And some 

goes to support the families He has given us. All belongs to God, and He has work for us 

to do with what He has given us in the home, in the Church, and in society. 

 

OCTOBER STEWARDSHIP  

We celebrate the Reformation at the end of each October. The 

Reformation began on All Saints’ Eve in 1517, which was when 

Martin Luther posted the 95 Theses to the door of the Castle Church 

in Wittenberg. So, let’s hear from Luther himself on the topic of 

giving and stewardship.  

 

In the Small Catechism under the Table of Duties, Martin Luther gives specific Bible 

passages to help Christians know their duty in their various vocations as members of 

their family, society at large, and in God’s family, the Church. Under the heading “What 



Hearers Owe Their Pastors,” Luther lists five passages from the Bible, three of which have 

to do with giving to your local congregation. They are these:  

 

• “The Lord has commanded that those who preach the gospel should receive 

their living from the gospel.” (1 Cor. 9:14) 

• “Anyone who receives instruction in the word must share all good things with 

his instructor. Do not be deceived: God cannot be mocked. A man reaps what 

he sows.” (Gal. 6:6–7) 

• “The elders [presbyters, i.e., pastors] who direct the affairs of the church well 

are worthy of double honor, especially whose work is preaching and teaching. 

For the Scripture says, ‘Do not muzzle the ox while it is treading out the grain,’ 

and ‘The worker deserves his wages.’ ” (1 Tim. 5:17–18) 

 

Luther comments on these passages in his 1535 Lectures on Galatians. He wrote: 

“When Paul says ‘all good things,’ this is not to be taken to mean that everyone 

should share all his possessions with his preacher. No, it means that he should 

provide for him liberally, giving him as much as is needed to support his life in 

comfort. … The apostle is so serious in advocating this topic of support for preachers 

that he adds a threat to his denunciation and exhortation, saying: ‘God is not 

mocked.’ … All this pertains to the topic of support for ministers. I do not like to 

interpret such passages; for they seem to commend us, as in fact they do. In 

addition, it gives the appearance of greed if one emphasizes these things diligently 

to one’s hearers. Nevertheless, people should be taught also about this matter, in 

order that they may know that they owe both respect and support to their preachers. 

Christ teaches the same thing in Luke 10:7: ‘Eating and drinking what they provide, 

for the laborer deserves his wages’; and Paul says elsewhere (1 Cor. 9:13–14): ‘Do you 

not know that those who are employed in the temple service get their food from the 

temple, and those who serve at the altar share in the sacrificial offerings? In the same 

way the Lord commanded that those who proclaim the Gospel should get their living 

by the Gospel.’ It is important for us who are in the ministry to know this, so that we 

do not have a bad conscience about accepting for our work wages … it happens 

when those who proclaim the glory of God and faithfully instruct the youth derive 

their livelihood from them. It is impossible that one man should be devoted to 

household duties day and night for his support and at the same time pay attention 

to the study of Sacred Scripture, as the teaching ministry requires. Since God has 

commanded and instituted this, we should know that we may with a good 

conscience enjoy what is provided for the comfortable support of our lives from 

church properties to enable us to devote ourselves to our office.” (LW 27:125–126) 

 



+ This Week’s Calendar + 
 

Sunday, October 18, 2020 

   9:00 AM – Online Service Available  

   9:00 AM – In-Person Service with Holy Communion 

 10:30 AM – Drive-In Communion Begins 

   1:00 PM – Drive-In Communion Ends 

   6:00 PM – Lutheran Hour on KATE Radio (1450 AM) 

 

Monday, October 19, 2020  

Church Office Closed – Pastor’s Day Off 

 

Tuesday, October 20, 2020 

Call the church office if you wish to have Drive-In Communion. (Walk-ins only)  

 

Wednesday, October 21, 2020 

   6:00 PM – Confirmation Class on ZOOM 

  

Thursday, October 22, 2020 

Call the church office if you wish to have Drive-In Communion. (Walk-ins only)  

   7:00 PM – Private Confirmand Class   

 

Friday, October 23, 2020 

 Online Service Prep and Set-up 

 

Saturday, October 24, 2020 

Online Service Recording and Editing   

 

Sunday, October 25, 2020 – Reformation Sunday (Sport your RED attire! )  

   9:00 AM – Online Service Available  

   9:00 AM – In-Person Service with Holy Communion 

 10:30 AM – Drive-In Communion Begins 

   1:00 PM – Drive-In Communion Ends 

   6:00 PM – Lutheran Hour on KATE Radio (1450 AM) 

 
 


