
Zion’s Weekly Announcements 
Sunday, October 4, 2020 

 

Zion Family and Friends,  

 

Welcome to this new week from our gracious and loving God: Father, Son, and Holy 

Spirit. Today is Lutheran Women’s Missionary League (LWML) Sunday! Do you have your 

purple on? No, not for the Vikings. I am speaking of that LWML purple. 

 

 

BLESSING AND DEDICATION OF QUILTS  

Today we will bless and dedicate the quilts that the Zion Quilters has lovingly fashioned 

over the past year. A handful of them, on the altar railing, is on display. The quilters have 

made 100+ quilts, most of them have been at home while we are sheltering-in-place 

due COVID-19. May we thank the quilters for their dedication and hard work. Lutheran 

World Relief will distribute the quilts to those in need around the world. 

 

 

The True Vine Redeems the Vineyard of the LORD of Hosts 

“The vineyard of the LORD of hosts is the house of Israel” (Is. 5:7), which He planted “on a 

very fertile hill” (Is. 5:1). He did everything for His vineyard, not only clearing it of stones 

and planting it with “choice vines,” but also building the “watchtower” of His prophets 

and hewing out the “wine vat” of His priesthood in its midst (Is. 5:2). But when “he 

looked for it to yield grapes,” there were only “wild grapes” of bloodshed and 

unrighteousness (Is. 5:2, 7). The Lord Jesus likewise described the unfaithfulness of those 

who were called to care for His vineyard (Matt. 21:33–35). But in this He also describes 

His cross and Passion (Matt. 21:38–39), by which He has redeemed the vineyard for 

Himself. He is the true Vine, planted by death into the ground, and in His resurrection 

He brings forth “the fruits in their seasons” (Matt. 21:41). Among those good grapes of 

the true Vine is the apostle Paul. Once a zealous persecutor of the Church, he “suffered 

the loss of all things” in order to “gain Christ and be found in him,” to “know him and the 

power of his resurrection” (Phil. 3:8–10).  

 

 

MEMORY VERSE FOR THE WEEK 

Romans 3:23–24: “For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and are 

justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus.” 

 

 



+ Lutheran Women’s Missionary League Items +  
 

2020 LWML Sunday Theme 

This year’s LWML Sunday theme is “Kingdom People Produce Kingdom Fruit,” based on 

Matthew 21:43: Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and 

given to a people producing its fruits. In Matthew 21:33-46, Jesus teaches that the 

kingdom of God will be taken from the religious leaders of the day and be given to 

people producing its fruits. By God’s grace in Christ, we are blessed to be these people 

in the kingdom of God. He graciously nurtures us and generously gives us everything we 

need to produce fruit for the kingdom during the fruit-bearing season of our lives. 

Because of your donations to mites, we can share the Gospel and bring others to Christ. 

Thank you for your support of LWML, enabling us to produce fruit for God’s kingdom. 

 

LWML Mite Boxes — What Does This Mean? 

Over the years, Lutheran Women in Mission have used the Mite Box to gather funds in 

support of national and district ministries through voluntary offerings. Instead of "Mite 

Boxes," some groups called their ingathering devices "blessing boxes," "mission boxes," 

or "thank offering boxes." Place your Mite Box in a visible area as a daily reminder to 

give thanks for all His blessings: 

• Place your offering in the Mite Box at the end of each day. 

• Say "thank you" to God with an appropriate amount whenever calamity or 

misfortune has been averted. 

• Empty the loose change from your kitchen coin bowl into the Mite Box each 

week. 

• Put a dollar in the Mite Box for every pair of shoes you own. 

• Pay for items with bills, then empty your coins that have gathered in your wallet 

into your Mite Box. 

• In thanksgiving to God, put a dollar into the Mite Box for every family member. 

Throughout the decades, Lutheran women have stepped out in faith, setting goals and 

trusting God to move the hearts of His people to give generously to LWML’s mission of 

proclaiming the Gospel. 

 

The Widow's Mite 

Jesus sat down opposite the place where the offerings were put and watched the crowd 

putting their money into the temple treasury. Many rich people threw in large amounts. 

But a poor widow came and put in two very small copper coins, worth only a fraction of 

a penny. Calling his disciples to him, Jesus said, "I tell you the truth, this poor widow has 

put more into the treasury than all the others. They all gave out of their wealth, but she, 

out of her poverty, put in everything — all she had to live on" (Mark 12:41-43 NIV). 

 



+ Zion Ladies’ Circle News +  
 

HANNAH CIRCLE MEETING AND BIBLE STUDY 

Tuesday, October 6, 2020 at 10:00 AM 

We will be gathering at Northbridge Mall in the empty “Book World Store.” 

Use the mall entrance by Shopko. 

Bring your own snack, drink, LWML Quarterly (the second Bible Study) and your Bible. 

 

 

RUTH CIRCLE MEETING AND BIBLE STUDY 

Tuesday, October 6, 2020 at 7:00 PM 

We will be gathering at Willa Olivier’s home: 

122 Ridge Road 

Albert Lea, MN 56007 

Bring your LWML Quarterly and Bible. 

Prepackaged snacks and bottled water will be provided. 

 

 

+ Additional Info and News +  
 

LUTHERAN HOUR FOR OCTOBER 4 

The Lutheran Hour in on KATE Radio (1450 AM) tonight at 6:00 PM. 

"Victory in Defeat" – Daniel 1 

Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler 

The thing about God is, He's winning-even when it doesn't look like He's winning. 

Maybe, especially when it doesn't look like He's winning. Dr. Michael Zeigler begins a 

series of messages based on the book of Daniel that tells how God uses history as a 

vehicle to bring about His eternal kingdom. 

 

 

CONFIRMATION CLASS: The confirmation class will be online again at 6:00 PM. Parents 

will receive an email link for Zoom along with other class items. This week we are 

looking at “Part 2: War of the Worldview --- Asking the Right Questions” from 

Demolishing Strongholds from Answers in Genesis. Homework is to review the Fifth 

Commandment along with the Small Catechism questions that pertain to it. 

 

 

NEW ... DRIVE-IN COMMUNION is on SUNDAY!!!  

Due to extensive road construction on Bridge Avenue, our communion dates have 

moved! Make arrangements with Pastor Matt to attend from 10:30 AM to 1:00 PM on 



Sundays. If this does not work and you wish to walk to the church, please give me a call. 

I am available to minister to you. Remember, call the church office to make an 

appointment at 507-373-8609. Thank you! 

 

OUTREACH THOUGHT 

Matthew 21:33-46: Jesus tells this parable about the long-suffering grace of God. Just 

like the Pharisees, people don’t understand God and His character. They understood 

grace as a license for sin and greed and murderous acts. They understood grace as a 

deed of ownership, which allowed them to reject the landlord and kill his son. Jesus 

would take the punishment for sin upon Himself with His life and death on the Cross. 

Those who would reject Jesus would be lost. The Law and Gospel is very clear for us to 

share with the world. God longs to save the world by grace in Jesus. 

 

 

STEWARDSHIP PONDERING 

Matt. 21:43 – “Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from 

you and given to a people producing its fruits.” The Pharisees were not bearing fruit. 

They were faithful to the letter of the Law in keeping the Sabbath, tithing, and all the 

rest, but they neglected the heart of God’s will. The grace of God belongs at the center. 

Our giving and all our other good works flow forth from receiving God’s grace and living 

in that grace on a daily basis. 

 

 

REFORMATION and ALL SAINTS’ SUNDAYS  

Join us for the In-Person or Online worship services as we celebrate the Reformation 

and All Saints’ Days! Reformation Sunday is October 25, but October 31 is the exact 

date. The following day, November 1, is All Saints’ Day. We will remember those from 

Zion that entered eternal glory with the LORD this past year (from November 2, 2019, to 

November 1, 2020).  

 

 

 

+ Looking to Next Sunday + 
 

REGISTER YOUR ATTENDANCE FOR IN-PERSON WORSHIP SERVICE 

You can register for the "In-Person" worship service on Sunday, October 11. Go to Zion's 

website (www.zion4jesus.org) and click on the picture that says, "Save My Seat." There 

you will be able to register for worship. If you would like me to register you, please call 

the church office at (507) 373-8609. We will keep it up until we have 55 worshippers!  

 



 

NEXT SUNDAY, OCTOBER 11: As we gather for the Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost, 

we will hear these appointed Scripture readings: Isaiah 25:6-9; Psalm 23; Philippians 4:4-

13, and Matthew 23:1-14. Our focus, “Whatever . . . Rejoice,” will be on the Epistle from 

Philippians 4.  

 

+ This Week’s Calendar + 
 

Sunday, October 4, 2020  

   9:00 AM – In-Person Service with Holy Communion/Online Service 

 10:30 AM – Drive-In Communion Begins 

   1:00 PM – Drive-In Communion Ends 

 

Tuesday, October 6, 2020 

 Call the church office if you wish to have Drive-In Communion. (Walk-ins only)  

 10:00 AM – Hannah Circle Meeting and Bible Study at Northbridge Mall 

   7:00 PM – Ruth Circle Meeting and Bible Study at Willa Olivier’s home  

 

Wednesday, October 7, 2020 

   6:00 PM – Confirmation Class on Zoom 

  

Thursday, October 8, 2020 

Call the church office if you wish to have Drive-In Communion. (Walk-ins only)  

   7:00 PM – Private Confirmand Class  

   7:00 PM – GA Meeting   

 

Friday, October 9, 2020 

 Online Service Prep and Set-up 

 

Saturday, October 10, 2020 

7:00 AM-4:00 PM – Minnesota South District LWML Gathering at Mayer Lutheran  

       High School … see attached flyer.  

 Online Service Recording and Editing   

 

Sunday, October 11, 2020 

   9:00 AM – Online Service Available  

   9:00 AM – In-Person Service with Holy Communion 

 10:30 AM – Drive-In Communion Begins 

   1:00 PM – Drive-In Communion Ends 


