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Let the Little Children 
Come to Me 

I concluded my last newsletter with a request for prayer for the 
Agakhan family, whose daughter Neema (Grace in English) was 
born prematurely at the end of July.  Grace’s father, Rev. Yakobo 
Agakhan, is both my student and pastor of the local congregation 
we attend.  Thank you for your prayers.  Little Neema was joined 
with our Savior Jesus through holy baptism while still in the 
hospital, and then God in His hidden wisdom saw fit to take her 
from this world this past week.

Traditionally in Tanzania, the burial of a newborn child contrasts 
sharply with the large funerals of adults and older children.  Since 
the newborn child is not known to the community and has done 
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Left to Right: Bishop Angowi, Neema Agakhan, Victoria 
Agakhan, and Rev. Yakobo Agakhan, just after Neema’s baptism 

in the hospital 
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nothing significant, there are often none but the immediate 
family present to offer a short prayer along with the burial.

At Neema’s funeral, however, Rev. Godson Mlay, pastor at Kahe, 
challenged cultural norms with the Gospel.  Insisting on 
providing a full Christian funeral, He preached to the community 
on Jesus’ words from Matthew 19: “Let the little children come to 
me.”  Although the community did not know Neema, Jesus knew 
Neema, and that is all that matters.  Neema may not have done 
anything significant in her short life, but in that respect she is no 
different from the rest of us.  All our lives are short and our deeds 
meritless before God, yet God loves His children by grace and for 
Jesus’ sake.  He knows us.  We belong to Him.

Amid the overwhelming grief and challenges we face day-to-day, 
it is true joy when the Gospel shines forth, when good pastoral 
care is given, and when testimony to the saving power of Jesus’ 
death and resurrection is given to the community.  Rev. Yakobo’s 
family grieves, but they do not grieve like those who have no 
hope (1 Thes. 4:13-14).

The peace of Christ be with you all.
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Our Family 

Anita and I were married on 
August 16, 1997 and have been 
blessed with nine children. 

Back Row, Left to Right: 
• Ernest (7.16.04) 
• Eleanor (1.10.02) 
• Emil (10.29.99), currently 

studying at Concordia 
University, Chicago 

• Jonathan (8.20.75) 
• Anita (12.9.74) 
Front Row, Left to Right 
• Eunice (6.1.06) 
• Ethan (5.8.08) 
• Eric (12.16.09) 
• Eileen (8.21.11) 
• Elijah (7.3.13) 
• Emmanuel (3.6.15) 

To be added to or removed from this 
mailing list, send an email message 
to jonathan.clausing@lcms.org with 
the word ADD or REMOVE in the 
subject line.  If you have an email 
address but are receiving a paper 
copy of this newsletter, please 
request a digital copy. 

There are many opportunities to 
serve as short-term or GEO 
missionaries.  Check out the current 
list and download an application at 
www.lcms.org/service.  Click on 
“Service Opportunities.” Neema, joined to Jesus, awaits the resurrection of her body on 

the last day.
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