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Karibu! 
Within five minutes of stepping off the plane, virtually every visitor to 
east Africa hears or reads the Swahili word karibu.  Karibu means 
welcome, and it also means near or close to.  As seminary students at St. 
Peter seminary study the Hebrew language, they have also learned the 
Hebrew word karab, which shares the same semitic root as karibu.  Karab 
means come near, and it carries quite a bit of theological weight in the 
Old Testament, because whether or not God invites a person to “come 
near” makes all the difference in the world.  Our sin prevents us from 
coming near to God’s holiness.  That is why when Moses saw the 
burning bush, God said, “Do not come near (karab).” (Ex. 3:5)  On the 
other hand, karab is also used dozens of times when priests are 
instructed to “bring near” (karab) the various sacrifices to atone for sin, 
all of which point us to the once-and-for-all sacrifice of Jesus on the 
cross.  Through Jesus, God says to us, “Come near.”  Through Jesus, God 
says to us, “Welcome.”  Through Jesus, God says, “Karibu!”
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How to Support Us 

To support the LCMS through 
the work of Rev. Jonathan 
Clausing, you may send a tax-
deductible gift to: 

The Lutheran Church—Missouri 
Synod 
P.O. Box 66861 
St. Louis, MO 63166-6861 

-OR- 

Mission Central 
40718 Highway E-16 
Mapleton, IA 51034 

Make checks payable to The 
Lutheran Church—Missouri 
Synod.  Include “Clausing-
Tanzania” in the memo line.  
Gifts can also be given 
securely online through the 
LCMS website at 
www.lcms.org/clausing.
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Thanks to everyone who donated to the digital book fund, books are not a 
problem at St. Peter Seminary.  Students can instantaneously download a! 
their needed textbooks and workbooks into their digital Logos theological 

libraries without shipping delays or problems with customs, and they can take 
their digital libraries with them into the parish and wi! have access to their 

books via any digital device even a"er their initial tablets wear out.
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The karibu/karab connection is just a tiny example of how seminary 
students at St. Peter are being equipped to share the Gospel with their 
people in a relevant way.  As in this case, sometimes the Bible even 
connects directly with Swahili speakers in ways that go over the heads of 
westerners!

Prayers Requested

Please keep our little seminary in your prayers.  In addition to the good 
things happening in the classroom, we also face many challenges.  Our 
principal from Kenya has had difficulties with immigration that have 
prevented him from joining us in Tanzania, making me the only full-
time teacher at the school.  Additionally, due to some problems prior to 
my arrival, most of the former students have not returned, and we have 
no first-year students.  During the month of February the entire 
seminary had only two students.  Since then we have welcomed three 
more returning students, bringing the grand total to five, though this 
presents the additional difficulty of helping the new students catch up 
after having missed a month of foundational material.

We make so boasts of numerical or strategic success, but we proceed on 
the basis of the facts that God has appointed me to be here and that the 
students are needing and eager to receive the Word of God.  By His 
grace and under the cross we will continue to carry out the work He has 
called us to do.  From my family and from our students, thanks to all of 
you for your support.  A blessed Lenten season to you.
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Our Family 

Anita and I were married on 
August 16, 1997 and have been 
blessed with nine children. 

Back Row, Left to Right: 
• Emil (10.29.99), currently 

studying at Concordia 
University, Chicago 

• Eleanor (1.10.02) 
• Jonathan (8.20.75) 
• Anita (12.9.74) 
• Ernest (7.16.04) 
• Eunice (6.1.06) 
• Ethan (5.8.08) 
Front Row, Left to Right 
• Eric (12.16.09) 
• Eileen (8.21.11) 
• Elijah (7.3.13) 
• Emmanuel (3.6.15) 

To be added to or removed from this 
mailing list, send an email message 
to jonathan.clausing@lcms.org with 
the word ADD or REMOVE in the 
subject line.  If you have an email 
address but are receiving a paper 
copy of this newsletter, please 
request a digital copy. 

There are many opportunities to 
serve as short-term or GEO 
missionaries.  Check out the current 
list and download an application at 
www.lcms.org/service.  Click on 
“Service Opportunities.” 

In early March Dr. Detlev Schulz of Concordia Theological Seminary in Fort 
Wayne, IN visited our seminary in Himo to discuss theological education with 
Archbishop Angowi and pastors of the LCEA.  Le" to right: Rev. Sikiliza, Dr. 

Schulz, Archbishop Angowi, and Bishop Ulotu.

mailto:jonathan.clausing@lcms.org
http://www.lcms.org/service
mailto:jonathan.clausing@lcms.org
http://www.lcms.org/service

