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Words, Words, and More Words 
Today is Friday, the new semester at St. Peter Seminary begins 

next week, and I’m experiencing the familiar, giddy, back-to-
school feeling that always precedes a new term.  We’ll have two 

groups of students arriving next week: one is a group of returning 

students who will be finishing up their studies this spring, and the 

other is a new group just beginning their four-year journey 

through seminary.  My focus will be on the new group, teaching 

four courses and coordinating daily Matins and Vespers.

We’ll be spending what might seem like an exorbitant amount of 

time focused on words.  Two of my courses are introductions to 

the grammar of biblical Greek and Hebrew words.  My third class 

provides a historical introduction to the words of the New 

Testament, and my fourth covers Luther’s Small Catechism, 

repeatedly asking that famous question, “What does this mean?”, 

i.e., “What do these words mean?”  Additionally, Bishop Angowi 
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will be teaching one class on how God’s words are delivered to 

His people in the liturgy, and another on how God’s Word shaped 

the history of the early church. This focus on words is fitting.  

God declares, “My word… shall not return to me empty” (Is. 55:11) 
and “the word of God is living and active” (Heb. 4:12).  We echo 

this in our hymnody: “Thy strong Word bespeaks us 

righteous” (LSB 578:3).  If you want to experience the power of 

God, listen to and study His word.  That is where He promises to 

meet us!

Within the Clausing household, life has finally settled into 

something resembling a routine.  The kids’ school schedule is 

somewhat complex this semester; they all have their regular 

homeschool coursework, two have online coursework, six have 

one class daily at a local international school, plus a tutor visits 

our house daily for ongoing Swahili lessons.  There’s never a dull 

moment!  We couldn’t bring our van permanently into Tanzania 

due to a high import duty and its lack of necessary 4WD, but I’ve 

located a used vehicle which should be ready for our use before 

too long.  Taxis are relatively inexpensive, but it is difficult when 

we have to hire two of them to go anywhere as a family!

Thanks for your ongoing prayers and support.  Please pray 

especially this month for the students arriving at the seminary 

and for our family as we settle into a stable schedule.  A blessed 

Epiphany season to you all.
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Our Family 

Anita and I were married on 
August 16, 1997 and have been 
blessed with nine children. 

Back Row, Left to Right: 
• Emil (10.29.99), currently 

studying at Concordia 
University, Chicago 

• Eleanor (1.10.02) 
• Jonathan (8.20.75) 
• Anita (12.9.74) 
• Ernest (7.16.04) 
• Eunice (6.1.06) 
• Ethan (5.8.08) 
Front Row, Left to Right 
• Eric (12.16.09) 
• Eileen (8.21.11) 
• Elijah (7.3.13) 
• Emmanuel (3.6.15) 

To be added to or removed from this 
mailing list, send an email message 
to jonathan.clausing@lcms.org with 
the word ADD or REMOVE in the 
subject line.  If you have an email 
address but are receiving a paper 
copy of this newsletter, please 
request a digital copy. 

There are many opportunities to 
serve as short-term or GEO 
missionaries.  Check out the current 
list and download an application at 
www.lcms.org/service.  Click on 
“Service Opportunities.” 

My oldest son Emil drew the logo above for use at the top of my course 

syllabi.  The seminary is named after St. Peter (Petro), to whom Jesus 

said in John 21:16, “Shepherd my sheep.” (Ποίμαινε τὰ πρόβατά μου.)  
All present and future pastors are reminded that the sheep we serve 

belong to Jesus, the Good Shepherd, and we are only His under-
shepherds, delivering His good gifts of word and sacrament to His 

people.
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