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 Sometimes during life, things happen that we cannot explain. There doesn’t 

seem to be any reasonable answer to our questions: why did this happen? Or 

Why did this happen to me? Or why is this happening (on-going) to me?  We 

may spend time thinking about this, evaluating the event or incidence.  Eventu-

ally we may get an answer to our inquiry, many times not.   

  

I’m sure by now you have given thought to the “why” concerning our not hav-

ing a fulltime pastor again.  Here is a suggestion for you to consider about this 

matter.  Could it be possible that God is preventing us from finding a pastor 

until now, because He wants us to be reviewing our relationship with Him as 

the church and the role the pastor has in that relationship? 

  

So, let us talk about being the church.  In the Creed we confess that we believe 

in the “Holy Christian Church, the communion of saints.”  According to the 

Catechism we are talking about all the believers in Christ, but only believ-

ers.  We are not talking about human organizations called “church” in various 

names.  We are not talking about buildings where Christians worship.  We are 

talking only about those who have faith in Christ and meet together in groups 

called, congregations.  True, in a congregation there may also be those who 

claim they have faith, but don’t.  Yet for a variety of reasons they seem to de-

sire to be part of that group that calls itself a Christian congregation.   

  

Thinking only of those who have faith in Christ, we ask, why do we gather to-

gether in congregations?  The immediate answer is that we might be fed with 

the Word of God and the sacraments.  A second answer is that we are able to 

build one another up in our faith through our fellowship (see Acts 2:42).  So 

what role does a pastor play in this? 

  

A pastor is a spiritual leader called by God and the congregation to devote his 

life to the spiritual care of the people God has placed in his care.  He is placed 

by God in the congregation’s midst for their good, until they die or Christ re-

turns to take us to heaven.  Is this what you are praying for when we pray to-

gether in our worship services, as well in your private prayers at home?  I hope 

so. 

  

Remember, God does answer the prayers of His faithful people in His time and 

in His way.  Until then, remain steadfast in the faith always abounding in the 

work of the Lord. 
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Ladies Society 

Hannah Circle 
March 6th @ 9:30 am at Church 

 

Martha Circle 
March 6th @ 1:00 pm at  Church 

Ruth Circle 
March 6th @ 7:00 pm at Donna Helgeson 

1311 Columbus Ave. 

Ladies Executive Board 
March 26th @ 3:30pm 

 

Here is the list of the committee that will be serving the Lenten meals 

in March. 

 Mar. 1st – Ruth Circle serving 

 Mar. 8th – Endowment Comm. serving 

 Mar. 15th – Hannah Circle serving 

 Mar. 22nd – Martha Circle serving 

Starting in April we will be having a Monday Morning Bible Study.  

Class will be lead by Pam Doss and the bible study is on “Gifts Chosen 

For You”  

Classes begin April 2nd at 10:00am. 

Sign up sheet is located by the “What’s Happening 

at Zion” Bulletin Board.   

Easter Flower order forms are also available on the 

information table and on the “Zion” bulletin board. 

Check out the LWML Websites. 
 

The National LWML Website: www.lwml.org   
 

The LWML Minnesota South District Website: 

www.lwml.mnslwml.org 
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Readings for March 

Upcoming Events 
March 1st —   5:30 Lenten Meal served by Ruth Circle 

   7:00 pm Lenten Service 

March 8th — 5:30 Lenten Meal served by Endowment Comm. 

   7:00 pm Lenten Service 

March 11th — Noon Cards & Chili by Assimilation board 

March 15th —  5:30 pm Lenten Meal served by Hannah Circle 

   7:00 pm Lenten Service 

March 22nd —  5:30 Lenten Meal served by Martha Circle 

   7:00 pm Lenten Service 

March 29th — 7:00 pm Maundy Thursday Service 

March 30th — Noon Good Friday Service (pending) 

   7:00 pm Good Friday Service 

April 1st — 8:00 & 10:30 am Easter Morning Services 

March 4th, 2018  Third Sunday in Lent  
Exodus 20:1–17 
1 Corinthians 1:18–31 
John 2:13–22 
 
March 11th, 2018  Fourth Sunday in Lent  
Numbers 21:4–9 
Ephesians 2:1–10 
John 3:14–21 
 
March 18th, 2018  Fifth Sunday in Lent  
Jeremiah 31:31–34 
Hebrews 5:1–10 
Mark 10:35–45 
 
March 25th, 2018  Palm Sunday 
Zechariah 9:9-12 
Philippians 2:5-11 
John 12:20-43 
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President:    Jeff Brown      507.377.9651 

Vice-President:   James Hedin     507.377.0608 

Secretary:    Robin Pettit      507.236.1436 

Treasure:    Wayne Prudoehl     507.377.1347 

Board of Assimilation:  Natalie Nelson     507.448.3395 

Board of  Education:  Cathy Studier     507.383.6641 

Board of Elders:   Dana Nelson — Head Elder   507.383.2512 

   Glenn Houle (Aase – Carlin)   507.256.7571 

   Christiaan Olivier (Chapman - Gardner)  507.450.4231 

   Keith Kemkes (Gehring - Hausman)  507.256.4869 

   Rick Ashling (Hayden - King)   507.377.9346 

   Dana Nelson (Kirsch – Morkrid)   507.383.2512 

   Dick Mucha (Morris - Rehmke)    507.373.3301 

   Josh Whiting (Reicherts – Sorenson)  641.590.6277 

   Roger Panzer (Sosebee - Walton)   507.373.1128 

   Bill Morris (Wangen - Zenk)   507.373.0763 

Board of Evangelism:   Elaine Mucha     507.373.3301 

Board of Stewardship:  John Domes      507.373.4489 

Board of Trustees:   David Overland     507.373.8428 

Board of Youth:   Deb Viktora      507.402.1856 

Endowment:    David Overland     507.373.8428 

Ladies Society:   Sandi Chapman, President   507.373.6348 

    Joy Meyer, Vice-President   507.402.2210 

    Jackie Bakken, Secretary    507.845.2113 

    Jodi Brown, Treasurer    507.377.9651 

Hannah Circle:   Elaine Mucha & Alayna Rohne  373.3301 / 325.2419 

Martha Circle:   Nancy Golde & Linda Sash  373.1800 / 377.1717 

Ruth Circle:    Lois Palmer & Donna Widenhoefer 373.8909 / 373.8459 

ZION LEADERSHIP BOARD 2018 
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Bits & Pieces 

Scrip Cards are available all year long!  The 

money earned will go to Mission Central.  

Just fill out a form, found on the  “From the 

Office” bulletin board and turn it into the of-

fice along with your check.  Orders are sent 

in on Monday and arrive on Thursday.   

If you have any questions ask LeAnn to tell 

you all about it. 

Do you have any pic-tures you would like to see in the Zion News-letter? 

 

● Bring them by the Zion 
office so LeAnn can 
scan the picture. 

● Email it to 
zion@zion4jesus.org 

● Text it to LeAnn @ 
507.383.3440 

DO YOU HAVE SOMETHING SPECIAL IN 

YOUR LIFE GOING ON AND WANT TO 

SHARE IT WITH YOUR ZION FAMILY?   

Write something  up and submit it to the 
Zion Office  for LeAnn to put into the 
newsletter. 
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By: Roger Panzer 

When I was an elder back in 2015 I wrote a letter for the newsletter similar to this one.  
I thought it was important.  I think it is important that we see the good fortune in our 
lives. 

Most of you know the situation with my wife.  It is difficult if not impossible for her to do 
lots of things for herself.  Basically, she only has use of her right arm and hand.  So for 
most things she needs two people to help her.  Such as; getting dressed, getting into 
her wheelchair, getting into bed, and using the bathroom.  For things like getting to the 
dining area or putting a movie into the VCR/DVD player she only needs one person.  
Because of her stroke, her vision isn’t very good.  She can’t read books, a newspaper, 
or subtitles on the TV screen. 

On Valentine’s Day 2018 she has been associated with Good Samaritan Nursing 
Home for sixteen years.  That means; Sylvia and I have lived apart for a little over 33% 
of our married life.  Her situation is difficult at best. 

There have been times for both of us when we thought: we must have committed some 
great sin to cause this. Sylvia, especially thinks this way quite often.  There have been 
times when she as well as I have thought it would have been better if she wouldn’t 
have survived her surgery. 

So, Is Sylvia fortunate?  In some ways she is!  I think she is fortunate for the misfortune 
she is in. 

She has a very supporting family; children, grandkids, and me.  She is able to engage 
in conversations, watch TV, interact with family and nursing staff, talk on the telephone 
and feed herself. 

Her ability to leave the nursing home has slowly diminished.  She isn’t able to get out 
as much as she used to do.  That is depressing sometimes for her as well as me. 

Even in this turmoil I have good fortune.  I have four great children, a wonderful son in 
law, and wonderful grandchildren.  I have a home, good health, independence and 
good friends.  I am able to volunteer and participate in church activities.  Plus I live in a 
great country.  But even if we lost all of these things, we would still have our relation-
ship with our Lord.  Nothing can take that away from us! 

I think all this has a purpose.  Sylvia is a blessing to many people; residents, aids, 
nurses, and other staff at Good Samaritan.  For myself I try to show mercy and com-
passion when I can.  Who knows what life would have been like if this hadn’t hap-
pened.  But it did and Sylvia and I must deal with it.  In the end we will have glorified 
bodies in heaven with no pain and suffering.  We have faith in our Risen Savior Jesus 
Christ! 
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Dear Zion, 

 Greetings from Saint Louis! We wanted to send out another update now that the 
Spring Semester has begun. We are three weeks into the Semester, which feels a bit too fast 
considering that I have two half-semester classes that are only seven weeks long. It is now 
mid-February and the weather here is as predictably unpredictable as ever. Two days ago it 
was seventy degrees, today the ground is covered in a thick layer of snow, and in two more 
days it’s supposed to be seventy degrees again. What a wild and confused state we live in! 

 We had our vicarage interview, and it went well. Now we just have to wait until April 
when we will find out where I will be assigned for vicarage. We said that we are open to going 
anywhere for a year, so who knows where we will be next August. It feels like an adventure is 
waiting for us, and Anna and I are excited to see where God will take us. 

 Iden is growing bigger and bigger. He just turned six months old and is already sitting 
in his high chair trying out real food at meals. He gets upset if he sees us eating without him. 
He’s got some teeth coming through, so he’s a bit uncomfortable, but he is still very smiley 
and loves all the silly things that his big brother does to make him laugh. 

 Ender is practicing his letters. He often sits at his desk to write letters to his cousins, 
asking how to spell all the words. He will turn five-years-old on March 6

th
 and is very excited 

for his birthday. At my field church here in Saint Louis, they now have enough children to do a 
Sunday school, so Ender is also enjoying going to Sunday school, and he enjoys telling us 
what he learned about Jesus. Aside from reading, writing, and basic math, we are still work-
ing through the Ten Commandments and the Apostle’s Creed, which he is soaking up quickly.  

 Anna is keeping the house together while I am busy with classes and papers. She has 
kept herself busy with projects and crafts for homeschooling. She is looking forward to a 
change of pace during vicarage year, but she is always very supportive of my time here at 
seminary, and I appreciate her so much for her patience, especially since we stayed here for 
a third year before vicarage. Anna has discovered an opportunity to work for our alma mater, 
teaching online college English courses, however she will need her masters degree and so 
she is in the process of going back to school online and hopes to finish by the time I graduate.  

 I am in the midst of Spring classes. I currently have four classes: Sin & Evil, Pastoral 
Issues in the 20

th
 Century, The Reformation, and Church & World. I enjoy all of my classes, 

especially Church & World, because it is very helpful in identifying how the LCMS relates to 
the most prominent religious bodies. Still, I am a little weary of class as it has been almost 
nonstop for three years. I am also looking forward to a change of pace and getting back into 
the “real world.”  

 Anna and I hope that you are well. We want to thank you for your prayers and gifts in 

sustaining our family while we continue down this path towards ordination. We are currently in 

the process of making our financial goals for paying off our student loans, and it’s amazing to 

us to see exactly how the Lord has provided for our daily needs in these last three years! 

Congregational support, Adopt a Student, scholarships, grants and direct to student gifts have 

made the difficult journey through seminary possible and kept us from having to take out an 

unreasonable amount in student loans. Your support is a continuous blessing, thank you!    

The Otterman Update 
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