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Grace alone.  Faith alone.  Scripture alone.  
Christ alone. 
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Dear Friends, 

“So when the devil throws your sins in 
your face and declares that you deserve 
death and hell, tell him this: ‘I admit 
that I deserve death and hell, what of it? 
For I know One who suffered and 
made satisfaction on my behalf. His 
name is Jesus Christ, Son of God, and 
where He is there I shall be also!’” 

This well-known quote from Martin 
Luther sums up the goal of all mission 
work: that each person should close his 
eyes for the last time on earth with this 
kind of confession on his lips and this 
kind of confidence in his heart.  While 
it’s great if the church on earth has nice 
buildings and does noble works of 
charity and draws large crowds to its 
events, what is most central and 
essential is that each soul in those 
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crowds is actually re-made by the 
Word of God so that it withstands the 
assaults of the devil, sin, and death and 
enters eternal life trusting in the 
atoning blood of Jesus Christ. 

I’ve just returned to Nairobi after 
teaching my third two-week intensive 
course at St. Peter’s seminary in Himo, 
Tanzania.  This time our focus was the 
Lutheran Reformation and Confessions, 
using the Swahili Book of Concord 
provided by the Lutheran Heritage 
Foundation.  As with any history class, 
there were of course plenty of dates 
and names to learn, but the goal of the 
course was much more than the 
accumulation of data.  As the students 
and I discussed the spiritual struggles of 
Luther and the writings of the 
reformers, we were at the same time 
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discussing how they as pastors will care 
spiritually for the people in their 
congregations – pointing out their sin 
and then pointing them to Jesus.  I’m 
once again grateful for this opportunity 
to continue to get to know these godly 
young men and assist them as they 
prepare for pastoral service. 

THE WHOLE FAMILY 

Maybe the biggest difference between 
this most recent trip to Tanzania and 
the ones I’ve taken previously is that I 
took my whole family with me!  The 
Kenyan national elections were held 
during my teaching, and since there 
was the possibility of civil unrest here 
in Nairobi, the simplest and safest 
solution was to take everyone out of 
the country.  As it turns out, the 
elections were relatively peaceful, and  
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our journey back home was safe and 
uneventful.  The defeated party in the 
election is contesting the results, but it 
seems that it will be done in a peaceful 
way. 

The family trip to Tanzania gave Anita 
and the kids a chance to meet Bishop 
Angowi, the seminary students, and 
many other laypeople of the Lutheran 
Church of East Africa whom I have 
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come to know over the past year, and 
it was also an opportunity for the 
whole family to brush up on their 
Swahili skills.  In Nairobi virtually 
everybody speaks English, but in 
Tanzania the crutch of English is taken 
away and Swahili is a necessity for 
communicating with most folks in the 
community. 

Thank you for your support, your 
prayers, and your inquiries concerning 
our safety while we were away.  We 
are glad to be back home! 

Yours in Christ, 
Rev. & Mrs. Clausing 
Emil Ellie Ernie  
Eunice Ethan Eric  
Eileen Elijah Emmanuel 
 

Prayer Requests, 
Praises, and Thanks 

 
Give thanks that the Kenyan election 
season has progressed so far with a 
minimal amount of violence, and pray that 
all remaining grievances among the 
political parties will be resolved 
peacefully. 
 
Ask God’s blessing upon all newly elected 
officials, that they would carry out their 
vocations with honesty and competence. 
 
Pray for Anita’s health.  She has been 
suffering from a series of minor ailments 
that together have been a drain on her over 
the past few weeks. 
 
Continue to thank God and pray for the all 
the students studying to be pastors in the 
Lutheran Church of East Africa. 

To support the LCMS through the work of Rev. Jonathan Clausing, you may send 
a tax-deductible gift to:  
 
The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod   Mission Central 
P.O. Box 66861     -OR- 40718 Highway E-16 
St. Louis, MO 63166-6861   Mapleton, IA 51034  
 
Make checks payable to The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod. Include 
“Clausing-Kenya” in the memo line.  Gifts can also be given securely online 
through the LCMS website at www.lcms.org/clausing. 

Emmanuel Semng’indo, a student at St. Peter’s Seminary in Himo, uses some time 
between class sessions to read up on the Lord’s Supper from the Swahili Formula 
of Concord. 


