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Instructed in the way of the lord 
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Dear Friends, 

When the preacher Apollos first 
appears in the Bible (Acts 18), Luke 
says of him: “He was an eloquent man, 
competent in the scriptures.  He had 
been instructed in the way of the 
Lord.”  In this verse, the original Greek 
word translated as “instructed” is 
catecheo, and ever since New Testament 
times Christians have been using that 
word – catecheo, catechize, catechism – 
to describe the instruction of the 
people of God in the basics of the 
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Christian faith. 

This past month it was my privilege to 
return to St. Peter Lutheran Seminary 
in Himo, Tanzania for another two 
weeks of teaching.  Our topic for the 
entire time was Christian instruction, 
i.e. the catechism.  The highlight for 
this particular class was the fact that the 
Lutheran Heritage Foundation provided 
every student plus the seminary library 
with Swahili copies of The Small 
Catechism with Explanation.  For two 
weeks the students and I devoured the 
book in class, and its 1000+ citations 
from the Bible provided a doorway 
through which we searched the 
Scriptures on all the basic teachings of 
the faith. 

Most importantly, by the end of our 
time together the students were 
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discussing not only how they had 
benefitted personally from their study 
of God’s Word, but also how they are 
going to share this teaching with the 
people of God in their parishes and 
even with other pastors in the region.  
On the last day of class, one eager 
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Duis iaculis augue ac diam 
varius blandit. Proin lobortis 
iaculis enim, ut mattis lectus 
placerat sed. Curabitur ac quam 
nec dolor sollicitudin mollis id 
vitae ligula. Maecenas et arcu 
sem. Ut sit amet quam urna.  
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Seminary Students in Himo, Tanzania 

Our two most senior students, Godfrey and 
Silas, take a break between classes.  The blue 

book is the Swahili Small Catechism. 
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young man voiced the sentiment of 
many: “I had heard of this book 
before, but I never owned my own 
copy until now.” 
 
Back home in Nairobi, the Clausing 
family is doing well (and happy to have 
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dad back home!).  Eunice just 
celebrated her 11th birthday, which 
culminated in an impromptu 
neighborhood soccer game in our 
backyard, and the rest of the kids have 
wrapped up their spring classes with 
Wittenberg Academy and our local 
homeschool co-op. 
 
We wish you a joyous season of 
Pentecost!  The Holy Spirit continues 
to work powerfully in His church 
through the Word of God, and your 
support enables that Word to be 
proclaimed here in east Africa.  Thank 
you from all the Clausings. 
 
Yours in Christ, 
Rev. & Mrs. Clausing 
Emil Ellie Ernie  
Eunice Ethan Eric  
Eileen Elijah Emmanuel 

Prayer Requests, 
Praises, and Thanks 

 
Thank God for another excellent class at 
St. Peter Seminary in Himo, Tanzania, and 
ask His continued blessing upon all the 
students as they study for ministry, that 
they would be equipped for effective 
service. 
 
Pray for the Christians in Tanzania, that 
they would hold firmly to the Word of 
God amid the challenges surrounding them 
from spiritism, Islam, and various heretical 
sects. 
 
Thank God for a successful conclusion to 
the spring semester of school for the 
Clausing kids, who now embark upon 
summer break. 
 
Pray for a peaceful Kenyan campaign 
season and August election. 

To support the LCMS through the work of Rev. Jonathan Clausing, you may send 
a tax-deductible gift to:  
 
The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod   Mission Central 
P.O. Box 66861     -OR- 40718 Highway E-16 
St. Louis, MO 63166-6861   Mapleton, IA 51034  
 
Make checks payable to The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod. Include 
“Clausing-Kenya” in the memo line.  Gifts can also be given securely online 
through the LCMS website at www.lcms.org/clausing. 

On Ascension Day our class traveled to the 
nearby village of Uchira for a special 

morning service, posing afterward for this 
picture. 

Hard at work: during the two-week intensive course, students took three exams and wrote a 
paper on catechesis in their parishes. 


