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An answered prayer 

1

Dear Brothers & Sisters in Christ, 

As I joined Archbishop Jesse Angowi 
for a cup of coffee while waiting for a 
taxi after my two weeks of teaching at 
St. Peter Lutheran Seminary in Himo, 
Tanzania, he told me that the LCMS has 
an open door to continue supporting 
the education of preachers there.  His 
choice of words was immediately 
striking to me.  You may remember 
that I concluded last month’s 
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newsletter by quoting St. Paul’s 
request for prayer from the Colossians 
“that God may open to us a door for the 
word”.  Thank you to all of you who 
prayed, for a door has clearly been 
opened, and I hope to spend several 
additional weeks this year teaching at 
the school and supplying it with 
theological training resources. 

The seminary in Himo is small and on a 
tight budget, but the men who study 
there are hungry to know God’s Word 
more thoroughly and eager to share the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ in their 
communities.  (Incidentally, on my first 
day in Himo I learned from a student 
that one of the Muslim families we 
visited last September in the nearby 
village of Kahe had been baptized and 
joined the local church!) 
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During our time together we began and 
ended each day with Scripture, prayer, 
and hymns.  In the morning we devoted 
our class time to the study of early 
church history, and in the afternoons 
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Students enjoyed a special lunch on the last 
day of class.  The classroom doubles as a 

dining room. 

Jonathan, in his final year of studies, owns a 
smart phone, to which I was able to transfer a 
small library of theological resources for his 

ongoing study.  I suspect that this increasingly 
common technology will be an important 

educational tool in the years ahead. 
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we studied the epistle to the Romans.   

From church history the students 
acquired a broader understanding of 
the story of God’s people, and there 
were many “Aha!” moments where an 
understanding of an event long ago 
revealed why things are the way they 
are today.  In particular we 
emphasized the sometimes-forgotten 
fact that many of our most important 
fathers in the faith (Augustine, 
Tertullian, Origen, etc.) were 
Africans. 

In the epistle to the Romans we 
studied the very heart of the Christian 
faith – God’s wrath against sin and His 
justification of sinners for Christ’s sake 
through faith, apart from the law.  We 
discussed not only what this Good 
News means for us personally, but also 
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how as preachers we are to proclaim it 
in the Church and in the world. 

I am grateful for my time in Himo, 
and I think I learned as much as the 
students.  While they were learning 
the course material, I was learning to 
know my students and to structure my 
lessons to meet their needs.  I am 
eager to go back and improve my 
teaching based on what I learned this 
first time around. 

Thank you for supporting me and the 
education of preachers for the 
churches in east Africa.  

Yours in Christ, 
Rev. & Mrs. Clausing 
Emil Ellie Ernie  
Eunice Ethan Eric  
Eileen Elijah Emmanuel 

Prayer Requests, 
Praises, and Thanks 

 
Thank God for the small but rapidly 
growing Lutheran Church of East Africa, 
based in northern Tanzania, and for the 
opportunity to support them. 
 
Ask God’s blessing upon Rev. Peter 
Mnene who serves as the school principal 
in Himo, the other teachers, and the 
students, that they would be equipped to 
serve God’s people faithfully and declare 
the Gospel in their communities. 
 
Pray that pastors and all Christians in the 
Church would stand firmly on the truth of 
God’s Word amid the many false teachings 
that surround them and seek to influence 
them. 
 
Pray that doors such as this would 
continue to open in east Africa. 

To support the LCMS through the work of Rev. Jonathan Clausing, you may send 
a tax-deductible gift to:  
 
The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod   Mission Central 
P.O. Box 66861     -OR- 40718 Highway E-16 
St. Louis, MO 63166-6861   Mapleton, IA 51034  
 
Make checks payable to The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod. Include 
“Clausing-Kenya” in the memo line.  Gifts can also be given securely online 
through the LCMS website at www.lcms.org/clausing. 

These are my chalkboard notes following our class discussion of Law (Sheria) and 
Gospel (Injili) in Romans 3.  The biggest challenge of the course was that students 
spoke varying levels of English.  Most spoke fluent English, so my use of Swahili 
made the class unnecessarily slow for them.  Others, however, spoke minimal 

English, so I had to do a little teaching in Swahili.  By the end of the two weeks we 
had arrived at a workable mixture of both languages in the class. 


