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Welcome to Worship 

 

Sixth Sunday after Pentecost 

ZION 
 LUTHERAN CHURCH 

 

You have entered Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church, 

a place with a long history of worship and 

proclamation of the Gospel in San Luis Obispo. Zion 

was established in 1908 and has been in our current 

location since 1952. Notice the vintage stained glass 

windows and altar with its crucifix, brought here 

from Zion's original 1910 church building, which still 

stands on Pacific St. in downtown SLO. These items 

serve to remind us of our past, and complement the 

setting for our traditional worship services.  

Yet Zion's true history doesn't reside in the features 

of this building, but rather in our faith, with the 

wonderful message of hope that can be found only in 

Christ Jesus. The unchanging Word of God is the 

foundation of our faith that "God so loved the world 

that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever 

believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life." 

(John 3:16) The world changes around us, but Jesus 

changes our lives. As Saint Paul declares in Galatians 

2:20: 

"I have been crucified with Christ  

and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. 

The life I live in the body,  

I live by faith in the Son of God, 

who loved me and gave himself for me." 
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ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH 
1010 East Foothill Blvd. San Luis Obispo, CA 93405 

(805)543-8327 http://zionslo.com 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 
Jesus commanded us to, “go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 

name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey 

everything I have commanded you.” In response, Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church is 

dedicated to proclaiming the gospel to our members through Word and Sacraments, 

and to sharing the gospel and the love of God with our community and the world. 

ALTAR FLOWERS 
 The altar flowers were given by Dwayne and Shirley Head in appreciation for the work 

that the Call Committee will do on our behalf during its search for our new Pastor. 

WHAT CAN WE DO AT ZION REGARDING THE CORONAVIRUS 
People are concerned about the spread of the Coronavirus, yes, even at church. It’s also 
that time of year where the flu runs rampant in our community. Just a few 
commonsense items to bring to your attention to possibly help the further spread of 
any infectious illness.  

❖ You are encouraged not to greet each other with a handshake or hug. A 
greeting by “smiling with your eyes” speaks volumes.  

❖ Hand sanitizer and disposable face masks are available in the Narthex.  
❖ When participating in Holy Communion: for those who would normally take the 

Common Cup, they should prepare to switch to the individual small cups.  

As we live out our earthly lives let us uphold the preciousness of it, by taking care of 
ourselves and being sensitive to those around us.  

“fear not, for I am with you; be not dismayed, for I am your God; 
I will strengthen you, I will help you, I will uphold you with my righteous right hand.” 

Isaiah 41:10 

LEADING US IN WORSHIP TODAY 
Pastor ......................................................................................................... Rev. Aleksandr von Schmidt 
Organist/Pianist ................................................................................................. Gregory Riley, M.Mus. 
Readers ................................................................................ (8:00 a.m.) Jeff Tolle (10:30 a.m.) Roger Randall 
Ushers ................. (8:00 a.m.) Jim & Vicki Ewart (10:30 a.m.) Mary Anne Hopper, Melinda Monteen  
Offering Counters ............................................................................ Marcia Fischbeck, Karen Jenny   

LEADING US IN WORSHIP NEXT SUNDAY, JULY 19 
Elder ...................................................................................................................................... Dwayne Head 
Ushers ...........................(8:00 a.m.) Jim & Vicki Ewart (10:30 a.m.) Mary Anne Hopper, Derek Valine 
Offering Counters ............................................................................ Marcia Fischbeck, Karen Jenny              
Chancel Guild ............................................................................................................. Melinda Monteen 

ATTENDANCE ....................... Last Sunday: 8:00 a.m. – 22; 10:30 a.m. – 43; Total: 65 
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GUIDANCE FOR ATTENDING ZION CHURCH SERVICES DURING THE PANDEMIC 

 

• Attendees are to enter the church from the front doors and to exit from the side door 

corresponding to the side of the church in which they are sitting, practicing social 

distancing.  Disabled people may continue to enter the sanctuary from the right-hand 

entrance near the fellowship hall and are encouraged to find seating on the right side of 

the main aisle.   

 

• Sanitary gel will be available at the main and right-hand entrances, and you are 

encouraged to use it upon entry.  Wearing of masks for people whose health does not 

preclude them from using one is necessary. 

 

• When you enter the sanctuary an usher will hand you a service bulletin.  Please use the 

bulletin rather than the hymnals and bibles in the pew racks, to avoid unnecessary 

sanitation by the custodial staff.  At the end of the service, please either take the 

bulletin with you or drop it in a discard box at the exits, to avoid re-use of bulletins at 

the next service. 

 

• Instead of the ushers passing the offering plates during the service, plates will be 

available at stands near the main and side entrances for your tithes and offerings, to be 

deposited either before the service as you enter or after the service as you leave.   

 

• Unless you are part of a family unit sharing the same living quarters, remember to 

maintain 6’ of distance from the next person.  In the pews and in the aisles, tape will aid 

you in determining how to space yourself from another worshipper.  Every second pew 

is taped off to assure maintenance of safe spacing.  If in doubt, consult an usher. 

 

• At the end of the service, feel free to stay and listen to the postlude, making sure that 

those in your pew wishing to leave can do so while maintaining a safe distance from 

you.  If you wish to converse with other congregants, please do so outside or in the 

fellowship hall.  Remember, for now handshakes and hugs are not safe. 

 
While we regret having to impose rules to allow safe worship, we rejoice that our 

congregation can gather again to worship God under the same roof. 
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 SERVICE OF PRAYER 
 AND PREACHING 
 
PRELUDE: “Almighty God, Your Word Is Cast” (tune: ST. FLAVIAN) setting by Valerie A. Floeter  

RINGING OF THE BELLS 

GREETING AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Please stand  

HYMN: “O Blessed Spring”  LSB 595 

 

 

  

OPENING VERSICLES ~ Common     LSB 260 

P This is the day which the Lord has made; 
C let us rejoice and be glad in it.     Psalm 118:24 

P From the rising of the sun to its setting, 
C the name of the Lord is to be praised.     Psalm 113:3 

P Better is one day in Your courts than a thousand elsewhere; 
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C I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God than 
dwell in the tents of the wicked.  Psalm 84:10   

P Make me to know Your ways, O Lord. 
C Teach me Your paths. Psalm 25:4 
P Sanctify us in Your truth. 
C Your Word is truth.     John 17:17 

P From the rising of the sun to its setting, 
C the name of the Lord is to be praised.     Psalm 113:3 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

OLD TESTAMENT CANTICLE  Isaiah 12:2b–6      LSB 261 
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Please sit  

OLD TESTAMENT READING  Isaiah 55:10–13 

 10“For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven 
 and do not return there but water the earth, 
making it bring forth and sprout, 
 giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 
11so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; 
 it shall not return to me empty, 
but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, 
 and shall succeed in the thing for which I sent it. 
12“For you shall go out in joy 
 and be led forth in peace; 
the mountains and the hills before you 
 shall break forth into singing, 
 and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. 
13Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; 
 instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle; 
and it shall make a name for the LORD, 
 an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.” 
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L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

PSALM   Psalm 65:9–13 

L You visit the earth and water it; you greatly enrich it;  
the river of God is full of water; you provide their grain,  
for so you have prepared it. 

C You water its furrows abundantly, settling its ridges,                                                          
softening it with showers, and blessing its growth. 

L You crown the year with your bounty; 
your wagon tracks overflow with abundance. 

C The pastures of the wilderness overflow, 
the hills gird themselves with joy, 

L the meadows clothe themselves with flocks,   
the valleys deck themselves with grain,  
they shout and sing together for joy. 

 

EPISTLE Romans 8:12–17 

 12So then, brothers, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live 
according to the flesh. 13For if you live according to the flesh you will 
die, but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will 
live. 14For all who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God. 15For 
you did not receive the spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you 
have received the Spirit of adoption as sons, by whom we cry, “Abba! 
Father!” 16The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that we are 
children of God, 17and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and fellow 
heirs with Christ, provided we suffer with him in order that we may also 
be glorified with him. 

L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

Please stand 

 
HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 13:1–9, 18–23 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the thirteenth chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
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 1That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the 
sea. 2And great crowds gathered about him, so that he got into a boat 
and sat down. And the whole crowd stood on the beach. 3And he told 
them many things in parables, saying: “A sower went out to sow. 4And 
as he sowed, some seeds fell along the path, and the birds came and 
devoured them. 5Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not 
have much soil, and immediately they sprang up, since they had no 
depth of soil, 6but when the sun rose they were scorched. And since 
they had no root, they withered away. 7Other seeds fell among thorns, 
and the thorns grew up and choked them. 8Other seeds fell on good 
soil and produced grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. 
9He who has ears, let him hear. . . . 
 18“Hear then the parable of the sower: 19When anyone hears the 
word of the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes 
and snatches away what has been sown in his heart. This is what was 
sown along the path. 20As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is 
the one who hears the word and immediately receives it with joy, 21yet 
he has no root in himself, but endures for a while, and when tribulation 
or persecution arises on account of the word, immediately he falls 
away. 22As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears 
the word, but the cares of the world and the deceitfulness of riches 
choke the word, and it proves unfruitful. 23As for what was sown on 
good soil, this is the one who hears the word and understands it. He 
indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another 
sixty, and in another thirty.” 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 

RESPONSORY ~ Common     Psalm 119:89, 26:8; Luke 11:28 LSB 263 
P Forever, O Lord, Your Word is firmly set in the heavens. 
C Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where 

Your glory dwells. 
P Blessed are those who hear the Word of God and keep it. 
C Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where 

Your glory dwells.  
P Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. 
C Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where 

Your glory dwells.  
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APOSTLES’ CREED      LSB 264 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

    maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
    who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
    born of the virgin Mary, 
    suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
    was crucified, died and was buried. 
    He descended into hell. 
    The third day He rose again from the dead. 
    He ascended into heaven  
    and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
    From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, 
    the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
    the resurrection of the body, and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

Please sit  

HYMN OF THE DAY: “Almighty God, Your Word Is Cast”         LSB 577 
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SERMON: “Mastering Your Soil” Rev. von Schmidt   

Please stand 

PRAYER      LSB 265   

P In peace let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P For the gift of divine peace and of pardon, with all our heart and with 

all our mind, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P For the holy Christian Church, here and scattered throughout the 

world, and for the proclamation of the Gospel and the calling of all to 
faith, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
P For this nation, for our cities and communities, and for the common 

welfare of us all, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P For seasonable weather and for the fruitfulness of the earth, let us 

pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P For those who labor, for those whose work is difficult or dangerous, 

and for all who travel, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P For all those in need, for the hungry and homeless, for the widowed 

and orphaned, and for all those in prison, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P For the sick and dying and for all those who care for them, let us 

pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P For . . . [additional bids for prayer may be inserted here] . . . let us 

pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P Finally, for these and for all our needs of body and soul, let us pray 

to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 

LORD'S PRAYER     Matthew 6:9-13 

P Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray: 
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C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;                                              
     give us this day our daily bread;                                                                 
     and forgive us our trespasses  
         as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory  

forever and ever. Amen. 

COLLECT OF THE DAY LSB 265 

P Blessed Lord, since You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be 
written for our learning, grant that we may so hear them, read, 
mark, learn, and inwardly digest them that we may embrace and 
ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life; through Jesus 
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

MORNING PRAYER LSB 266    
C I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your 

dear Son, that You have kept me this night from all harm and 
danger; and I pray that You would keep me this day also from 
sin and every evil, that all my doings and life may please You. 
For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and 
all things. Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may 
have no power over me. Amen. 

NEW TESTAMENT CANTICLE     1 Corinthians 15:20a; 5:7b Romans 6:9-11 
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BLESSING      LSB 267   

P Let us bless the Lord.     [Psalm 103:1] 

C Thanks be to God. 
P The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the T Son, and the Holy 

Spirit, bless and preserve you. 
C Amen. 

HYMN TO DEPART: “Spread the Reign of God the Lord”         LSB 830 

 

 

5 Enter, mighty Word, the field; 
Ripe the promise of its yield. 
But the reapers, oh, how few 
For the work there is to do! 

6 Lord of harvest, great and kind, 
Rouse to action heart and mind; 
Let the gath’ring nations all 
See Your light and heed Your call. 

 

POSTLUDE: “Variation VII (Finale)” from Variations on O Waly, Waly by Janet Linker 

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 
Service of Prayer and Preaching from Lutheran Service Book. Unless otherwise indicated, all scripture 
quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a 
division of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Created by Lutheran Service 
Builder © 2018 Concordia Publishing House. 

 

❖ Please visit the YouTube channel entitled “Biblical Buffet” to watch an explication by 

Pastor von Schmidt of the Old Testament reading for this Sunday. 

❖ There will be a celebration of life for Richard Simpkins this Friday, July 17, at 11:00 a.m. 

in the church sanctuary. 

❖ If you would like to send any cards or other well wishes to Pastor Gross and his wife 

Pam, their new mailing address is: 

5606 Ponderosa Court 

Mariposa, CA 95338 
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“Have no anxiety about anything, but in everything by prayer and 

supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God."  

Philippians 4:6 

…FOR SUCCESSFUL MEDICAL CARE AND HEALING FOR OUR MEMBERS:  
Rev. John P. Gross; Noel Schmidt (under hospice care); Gail Lafferty-Orco; David 
Kramer; Ernie Cementina; Al Bosco; Norma Fauset; Gloria Brown; our Call Committee. 
 

…FOR FRIENDS AND FAMILY MEMBERS: 

The family of Reverend Aleksandr von Schmidt; Jim Wilson: inflammation of the heart; 

Madelyn Clemens: diagnosed with leukemia, currently undergoing chemotherapy; 

Rebecca Scott, the daughter of Ron Elgas: hearing loss in both ears; Jeff Blanchard, 

brother-in-law of Ron Elgas: hearing loss & to know Jesus; Jeannie Moss, the mother 

of Rob Mees’s wife, Michelle: MRI on a tumor. 

 

 
T Names will remain on the Prayer list for four Sundays. T 

If you wish to keep the person on the prayer list longer, please call the 
church office. 

 
 

 
 

 

DAILY SCRIPTURE READINGS FOR PERSONAL DEVOTION 
July 12 Judges 7:1–23 July 16 Judges 16:4–30 

 Galatians 1:1–24  Galatians 4:12–31 

July 13 Judges 13:1–25 July 17 1 Samuel 1:1–20 

 Galatians 2:1–21  Galatians 5:1–26 

July 14 Judges 14:1–20 July 18 1 Samuel 1:21—2:17 

 Galatians 3:1–22  Galatians 6:1–18 

July 15 Judges 15:1—16:3 Readings for next Sunday, July 19 
Old Testament Reading: Isaiah 44:6–8 

Psalm 119:57–64; Epistle: Romans 8:18–27 
Gospel: Matthew 13:24–30, 36–43 

 Galatians 3:23—4:11 
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Zion Website: www.zionslo.com 

Zion Office Phone: (805) 543-8327 

e-mail: Zion Office zion@zionslo.com 

e-mail: Pastor von Schmidt pastor@zionslo.com 

e-mail: Rob Mees Parish Assistant rmees@zionslo.com 

e-mail: Gregory Riley Director of Music Ministries riley@zionslo.com 

PRAYER CHAIN – Yvonne: (805) 466-6632 or Dawn: (805) 541-1450  


