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Welcome to Worship 

 

Fifth Sunday in Lent 

ZION 
 LUTHERAN CHURCH 

 

You have entered Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church, 

a place with a long history of worship and 

proclamation of the Gospel in San Luis Obispo. Zion 

was established in 1908 and has been in our current 

location since 1952. Notice the vintage stained glass 

windows and altar with its crucifix, brought here 

from Zion's original 1910 church building, which still 

stands on Pacific St. in downtown SLO. These items 

serve to remind us of our past, and complement the 

setting for our traditional worship services.  

Yet Zion's true history doesn't reside in the features 

of this building, but rather in our faith, with the 

wonderful message of hope that can be found only in 

Christ Jesus. The unchanging Word of God is the 

foundation of our faith that "God so loved the world 

that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever 

believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life." 

(John 3:16) The world changes around us, but Jesus 

changes our lives. As Saint Paul declares in Galatians 

2:20: 

"I have been crucified with Christ  

and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. 

The life I live in the body,  

I live by faith in the Son of God, 

who loved me and gave himself for me." 
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MORNING PRAYER        
 

 
PRELUDE: “Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring” from Cantata no. 147 by J.S. Bach (1685-1750) 

RINGING OF THE BELLS 

GREETING AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

OPENING VERSICLES    Psalm 51:15  LSB 235 

 

 
 

T PSALMODY T 
ANTIPHON ~ Lent  

 

P 
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VENITE ~ O Come, Let Us Sing    Psalm 95:1–7 LSB 236 
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ANTIPHON ~ Lent  
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OFFICE HYMN: “Thanks to Thee, O Christ, Victorious”  LSB 548 

 

 

 

 

 

T READINGS T 



Page | 6 

READING FROM HOLY SCRIPTURE  John 11:1–45 
 1Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of 
Mary and her sister Martha. 2It was Mary who anointed the Lord with 
ointment and wiped his feet with her hair, whose brother Lazarus was 
ill. 3So the sisters sent to him, saying, “Lord, he whom you love is ill.” 
4But when Jesus heard it he said, “This illness does not lead to death. 
It is for the glory of God, so that the Son of God may be glorified 
through it.” 

 5Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus. 6So, when 
he heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the place 
where he was. 7Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to 
Judea again.” 8The disciples said to him, “Rabbi, the Jews were just 
now seeking to stone you, and are you going there again?” 9Jesus 
answered, “Are there not twelve hours in the day? If anyone walks in 
the day, he does not stumble, because he sees the light of this world. 
10But if anyone walks in the night, he stumbles, because the light is not 
in him.” 11After saying these things, he said to them, “Our friend 
Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I go to awaken him.” 12The disciples 
said to him, “Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will recover.” 13Now Jesus 
had spoken of his death, but they thought that he meant taking rest in 
sleep. 14Then Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus has died, 15and for your 
sake I am glad that I was not there, so that you may believe. But let us 
go to him.” 16So Thomas, called the Twin, said to his fellow disciples, 
“Let us also go, that we may die with him.” 

 17Now when Jesus came, he found that Lazarus had already been 
in the tomb four days. 18Bethany was near Jerusalem, about two miles 
off, 19and many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console 
them concerning their brother. 20So when Martha heard that Jesus was 
coming, she went and met him, but Mary remained seated in the 
house. 21Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother 
would not have died. 22But even now I know that whatever you ask 
from God, God will give you.” 23Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise 
again.” 24Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise again in the 
resurrection on the last day.” 25Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection 
and the life. Whoever believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live, 
26and everyone who lives and believes in me shall never die. Do you 
believe this?” 27She said to him, “Yes, Lord; I believe that you are the 
Christ, the Son of God, who is coming into the world.” 
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 28When she had said this, she went and called her sister Mary, 
saying in private, “The Teacher is here and is calling for you.” 29And 
when she heard it, she rose quickly and went to him. 30Now Jesus had 
not yet come into the village, but was still in the place where Martha 
had met him. 31When the Jews who were with her in the house, 
consoling her, saw Mary rise quickly and go out, they followed her, 
supposing that she was going to the tomb to weep there. 32Now when 
Mary came to where Jesus was and saw him, she fell at his feet, 
saying to him, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have 
died.” 33When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who had come 
with her also weeping, he was deeply moved in his spirit and greatly 
troubled. 34And he said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to him, 
“Lord, come and see.” 35Jesus wept. 36So the Jews said, “See how he 
loved him!” 37But some of them said, “Could not he who opened the 
eyes of the blind man also have kept this man from dying?” 

 38Then Jesus, deeply moved again, came to the tomb. It was a 
cave, and a stone lay against it. 39Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” 
Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, “Lord, by this time 
there will be an odor, for he has been dead four days.” 40Jesus said to 
her, “Did I not tell you that if you believed you would see the glory of 
God?” 41So they took away the stone. And Jesus lifted up his eyes and 
said, “Father, I thank you that you have heard me. 42I knew that you 
always hear me, but I said this on account of the people standing 
around, that they may believe that you sent me.” 43When he had said 
these things, he cried out with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out.” 44The 
man who had died came out, his hands and feet bound with linen 
strips, and his face wrapped with a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind 
him, and let him go.” 45Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with 
Mary and had seen what he did, believed in him,  

P O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C Thanks be to God. 

P In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of old by the 
prophets. 

C But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son.  

Hebrews 1:1–2a 

SERMON: “Jesus is in Control” Rev. John P. Gross 
 John 11 
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T CANTICLE T 

BENEDICTUS ~ Song of Zechariah  Luke 1:68–79 LSB 238 
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T PRAYER T 

COLLECT OF THE DAY LSB 241 

P Let us pray. 
 Almighty God, by Your great goodness mercifully look upon Your 

people that we may be governed and preserved evermore in body 
and soul; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

COLLECT FOR GRACE 
P O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, You 

have safely brought us to the beginning of this day. Defend us in 
the same with Your mighty power and grant that this day we fall into 
no sin, neither run into any kind of danger, but that all our doings, 
being ordered by Your governance, may be righteous in Your sight; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

LORD'S PRAYER     Matthew 6:9-13         

P Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses  
     as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation,   
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever 
and ever. Amen.  
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BENEDICAMUS   [Psalm 103:1]        

 

 

BENEDICTION      LSB 242  

P The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the T Son, and the Holy 
Spirit, bless and preserve you.       

 

POSTLUDE: “Thanks to Thee, O Christ, Victorious” setting by David Christiansen 

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 
Morning Prayer from Lutheran Service Book. Unless otherwise indicated, all scripture quotations are from The 
Holy Bible, English Standard Version, copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News 
Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2018 Concordia 
Publishing House. 
 

 

Zion Website: www.zionslo.com 

Zion Office Phone: (805) 543-8327 

e-mail: Zion Office zion@zionslo.com 

e-mail: Pastor Gross revjpgross@zionslo.com 

e-mail: Rob Mees Parish Assistant rmees@zionslo.com 

e-mail: Gregory Riley Director of Music Ministries riley@zionslo.com 

PRAYER CHAIN – Yvonne: (805) 466-6632 or Dawn: (805) 541-1450 
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