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ZIONEWS 
Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church, San Luis Obispo, CA  93405                                                NOVEMBER 2018 

The Calm Before the Storm 
Rev.   John P.   Gross       
As much as central California can experience Fall, there does seem like a little 

chill in the morning.    We’ve experienced one day of good rain, but I’m not 

hearing about anything in the near future.     I am noticing a change in what 

people are talking about: making plans for Thanksgiving and even Christmas.    

Yes, in a real sense this is the calm before the storm.    Although I enjoy these 

significant times of the church year, I don’t enjoy the commercialism.    As we go into the storm 

let’s take a reality check on our Christ-like attitude. 

 

Let’s take Thanksgiving; it’s a national Holiday, but it is also a day we as Christians can truly 

celebrate with a glad heart--glad for all that our great God has provided us with.    Who are you 

going to spend thanksgiving with?  Family, friends, someone with whom you may wish you 

weren’t?  Maybe this Thanksgiving falls at a time when you are going through some trial, like 

medical issues.   Or you may be thinking of the coming Christmas season where because of 

finances there won’t be much under the tree this year.    This time of year often brings added 

responsibilities and expectations.   You may be saying to yourself, “This year will be different, 

this is the year about me”.    Well, let’s not go there.   Yes, this year is about you and me, in 

what God has done for us.    At Thanksgiving we reflect on what we have and remember that it 

could always be worse, but there is something God has given to us that is above all blessings: 

Jesus Christ, His Son, our Lord.    In our Lord, he has given us true life, each day, life knowing 

we are forgiven, we are loved, that we are His.    We have true life knowing that all things work 

together for those who love the Lord.    We have true life in knowing that heaven is our home.     

 

This can be a rough time of year for some people, but as we face the changes during this 

coming season let’s remember the change that God produced in and through Jesus.   

Forgiveness is yours and mine.    A passage that always helps me keep my head up is from Phil.  

4:8: 

Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, 

whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable—if anything is excellent or 

praiseworthy—think about such things.    Whatever you have learned or received or 

heard from me, or seen in me—put it into practice.     

And the God of peace will be with you. 

 

Blessings to you as you face the wonderful storm 



ZioNEWS  2 

 

 
 

Board of Stewardship 
Please note this important information: 

o Offering envelope numbers will change in 2019. 
o All communicant members, whether contributing jointly or as an individual, will receive a new 2019 

envelope set the last week of December. 
o Do not use your 2018 envelopes after 12/31/2018!  If you do, your offerings will not be properly 

credited to your member records.  Throw them away and start using your new set as of January 1, 
2019. 

Why do this?  We were purchasing about 50 more envelope sets than necessary and want to manage our funds 
wisely.  If you have any questions, please contact the church office. 

 
Scriptures for November 

Date Festival 1st Reading Psalm Epistle Gospel 

Nov.   4 
All Saints' Day 

observed 
Rev.   7:(2–8) 

9–17 
Psalm 149 1 John 3:1–3 Matt.   5:1–12 

Nov.   11 
Twenty–fifth S.   a.   

Pentecost 
1 Kings 17:8–16 Psalm 146 Heb.   9:24–28 Mark 12:38–44 

Nov.   18 
Twenty–sixth S.   a.   

Pentecost 
Dan.   12:1–3 Psalm 16 Heb.   10:11–25 Mark 13:1–13 

Nov.   22 Thanksgiving Day Deut.   8:1–10 Psalm 67 
Phil.   4:6–20 or  
1 Tim.   2:1–4 

Luke 17:11–19 

Nov.   25 
Last S.   of the 
Church Year 

Is.   51:4–6 or Dan.   
7:9–10, 13–14 

Psalm 93 
Jude 20–25 or Rev.   

1:4b–8 
Mark 13:24–37 or 

John 18:33–37 

 

Valerie Vargas, Alexia and Armando Suarez (grandniece and 

grandnephew of Carlos Vargas) prepare for Holy Baptism on 

October 14.  Sponsors for Valerie are Tom & Dawn Jones.   

 

Valerie Vargas receives the Holy Spirit through the water and 

Word of Holy Baptism. 
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Worship Statistics Elders and Readers 

 
Date 8:00 10:30 General Offering 
9/30 40 75 $4,761.00 

10/7 36 95 $6,442.00 

10/14 55 99 $5,812.00 

10/21 39 89 $6,185.00 

10/28    

 

 Elder Reader 

11/4-8:00 Dwayne 
Head 

 

10:30  

11/11-8:00  Jeff Tolle 

10:30  Roger Randall 

11/18-8:00 Dwayne 
Head 

 

10:30  

11/25-8:00  Mary Schmidt 

10:30  Yvonne Simpkins 

Greeters, Ushers and Counters  

 
 
 
 

 
 

Greeters 
 

Ushers 
 

Counters 

11/4 
Ted & Alma 
Silberstein 

8:00Team Karen J. 
Maria B. Team 4 

11/11 
David & 
Carolyn 
Radecki 

8:00Team 
Marcia 

Kay 
Team 1 

 

11/18 
Karla Haeuser 

Melinda 
Monteen 

8:00 Team 
Pat W. 

Ginny R. 
Team 2 

Thanksgiving    

11/25 Mary Anne 
Hopper 

8:00 Team Terry P. 
Ruth H. Team 3 

 

  
 

 
 

November Birthdays 
1 Luke Craig 

10 Connie Foss 

13 Ted Silberstein 

14 Vicki Ewart 

16 Roger Randall 

16 Lola Gerber 

17 Michael Harshman 

18 Adrienne Geidel 

20 Emily Higgins 

21 Kaylee Edwards 

27 Kevin May 

30 Kiara Edwards-Lopez 
 
 
 

 

LWML Boutique/Etc. 
Sunday, November 11, after both services-- 

Proceeds will go towards supporting Pathpoint 

 
Examples of items we will take: 

o Household items 
o Kitchen items 
o Bath and linens 
o Art 
o Jewelery 

(costume) 
o Scarves 
o Note cards 

o Christmas items and seasonal items  
o Children’s items – toys, books, 

puzzles  
o Music, CDs, DVDs 

 
NO CLOTHING, FURNITURE, OR BOOKS 

(this is not a garage sale) 

Mark your items as to what you feel they should be priced.  All items are 
to be dropped off Friday, November 9 from 11:00am to 7:00pm 

 
WE LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING  

ALL OF YOU THERE! 
 

● ● ● 

Wedding Anniversaries 
 

Jim & Lori Guelker 

14th on November 11 

 

Raul & Julie Tarango 

45th on November 16 

 

Rory & Rachel Gerber 

9th on November 28 

 
● ● ● 
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Advent starts December 2, and Christmas is coming soon.    The Chancel Guild will once again decorate the 

Chancel and Altar surround with potted poinsettias.    Please clip the form below and include in the offering 

plate with your donation.     

 

 

 

 

Lutheran Women in Mission 

(LWML)  

 

Attitude of Gratitude 

 

 
1 THESSALONIANS 5:18 - "Give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you."   As 
Thanksgiving draws near, we all stop to think about all the blessings God has given us and give Him thanks and praise.   He 
has blessed us all so abundantly we can give him thanks and praise every day.   I thank God every day for my wonderful 
husband, my precious family, and for my special "family" here at Zion.   I’m especially thankful for the wonderful "sisters" I 
am blessed to serve, in LWML.   God bless all of you!!!!! 
 
OCTOBER - What a whirlwind month this has been.   At our regular meeting on October 6, we were blessed to have Markie 
Burch join us.   Pastor Gross lead us in prayer and then we had a very special time of sharing.   Last Saturday, October 13, 
eight of us from our group went to the Zone Fall Rally at Our Savior in Santa Maria.   Each of us were asked to bring a baby 
gift and given a raffle ticket in exchange.   For their program, 2 ladies from Care Net, their local pregnancy support center, 
came and shared the work they do and took the many gifts we brought.  About thirty-nine ladies attended in all.   It was a 
very special time to meet and greet our sisters from up and down our Zone.   Last Sunday, October 14, we celebrated 
LWML Sunday.   What made this special Sunday different from the rest, were the many groups in the church joining us with 
their displays.   Miriam Ziel had a beautiful display of the Chancel Guild, the Life Team and Ushers had a great table, Greg 
Riley and Vicki Ewart shared a table and had information on choir and handbills.   Robert Mees's display for Parish 
Education, included Sunday School material and a display for youth groups.   We had our displays as well.   It seemed that 
everyone enjoyed themselves, but probably no more than we did, as you can see from the photo Tom took of all of us.    
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THERE IS NO GREATER JOY, THAN "SERVING OUR LORD WITH GLADNESS" 

 

Lilly Daly, with Charles and Annabell for Children's Ministry 

 

Robert and Mary Anne Hopper with the Life Team. 

 

 

Miriam Ziel, Carol Howard and Marcia Fischbeck representing 

the Chancel Guild. 

 

Choir member Melinda Monteen and Music Director Gregory 

Riley showing all the many aspects of the music ministry. 
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Youth Ministry display. 

 

Many of the far-reaching ministries are represented in the LWML 

display. 

 
One of the biggest surprises that came in October, was the card and 
picture from our newly adopted seminary student Ray Hulett, his 
wife Aubrey, their little boy Arthur and the little one on the way.   
They are originally from Irvine, Calif., so we are inviting them to 
come and visit when they are in our area.    
 
Prior to coming to the seminary, Ray worked for almost twelve years 
in the telecommunications industry. They are appreciative of not only 
our monetary support, but also our prayers on their behalf.  We hope 
to have them visit Zion sometime when they are in the area. 
 

 
 
NOVEMBER 11, 2018 - This day is special as it is our BOUTIQUE/ETC.  SALE.   We had requests to do another one, 
however, this year will not include a bake sale.   The proceeds from the boutique will go to help support Pathpoint.    
 
FRIDAY - NOVEMBER 9 is the drop-off date.   You can bring your items between ll:00 a.m.  and 7:00 p.m.   Please make 
sure you mark the price you want them to sell for.   There will be a flier in all your mail boxes and we have included one in 
this newsletter.   Get your items ready to sell.   You also might find that special gift for that someone on your Christmas list.   
We look forward to seeing all of you there.  
 
In His Service,  
Yvonne 
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Life Team 
Communicating End-of-Life Wishes 

 
An advance directive (AD) is a legal document.  It tells your doctor and family what kind of medical care you want to have if you can’t 
tell them yourself.  This would be needed if you: are in a coma, are seriously injured, are terminally ill or have severe dementia.   
 
A good advance directive describes the kind of treatment you would want, depending on how sick you are.  It could describe what kind 
of care you want if you have an illness that you are unlikely to recover from.  It could also describe the care you want if you are 
permanently unconscious.  Advance directives usually tell your doctor that you don’t want certain kinds of treatment.  They can also 
say that you want a certain treatment no matter how ill you are. 
 
Most advance directives recommend that you discuss your wishes with your personal doctor.  This is good advice but recognize that 
your attending physician in the hospital may not be your personal doctor but an Emergency Room doctor or a hospitalist. 
 
There are two types of advance directives: living wills and durable power of attorney for health care.   A living will is a written, legal 
document.  It describes the treatments you would want if you were terminally ill or permanently unconscious.  These could be medical 
treatments or treatments that will help you live longer.  A living will doesn’t let you select someone to make decisions for you.  Because 
the language in a living will can be subject to interpretation it may not always represent your wishes. 
 
A durable power of attorney (DPA) for health care is another kind of advance directive.  A DPA states whom you have chosen to make 
health care decisions for you.  It becomes active any time you are unconscious or unable to make medical decisions (it may be called 
Medical Power of Attorney, or MPOA).  A DPA is generally more useful than a living will.  But a DPA may not be a good choice if you 
don’t have another person you trust to make these decisions for you. 
 
A do-not-resuscitate (DNR) order can also be part of an advance directive.  You can use an advance directive form or tell your doctor 
that you do or do not want to be resuscitated.  Your doctor will put the DNR order in your medical chart.  Doctors and hospitals in all 
states accept DNR orders.  They do not have to be part of a living will or other advance directive. 
 
Other possible end-of-life issues that may be covered in an advance directive include: ventilation, tube feeding, palliative care (comfort 
care) or organ donation. 
 
Creating an advance directive is a good idea.  It makes your preferences about medical care known before you’re faced with a serious 
injury or illness.  This will spare your loved ones the stress of making decisions about your care while you are sick.  Any person 18 
years of age or older can prepare an advance directive. 
 
People who are seriously or terminally ill are more likely to have an advance directive.   However, even if you are in good health, you 
should consider writing an advance directive.  An accident or serious illness can happen suddenly.  If you already have a signed 
advance directive, your wishes are more likely to be followed. 
 
Advanced directives should be state specific.  Lutherans for Life recommends the California Durable Power of Attorney for Health 
Care-Christian Version.  This document is an important legal document that is authorized under California law.  It comes with an 
“Explanatory Supplement” that gives detailed background and instructions on how to complete it.   If you would like a copy of these 
materials, please contact any Life Team member and we will put one in your Zion mailbox.   You can also download these materials at:  
 
www.christianliferesources.com. 
References:  
Lutherans for Life 
Familydoctor.org (American Academy of Family Physicians) 

 

http://www.christianliferesources.com/
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November 

2018 
 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
    

 
1 
 
 

2 3 
 

4 Holy Communion 

All Saints Day (observed) 
8:00 & 10:30 Worship 
9:15 Sunday School & Adult 
Bible Class 
~~Fellowship after services~~ 

5 
 
 

6 
 
 
 
Handbells 
5:30 Rm 1 

7 
 
James Bible 
Study 
Room 1 
10-11am 
 
Choir 
5:30pm 
Sanctuary 

8 9 10 
 
LWML 
Fall Rally 
Our Savior, Sant 
Maria 
9:30 - noon 

11 
25th Sunday after Pentecost 
8:00 & 10:30 Worship 
9:15 Sunday School & Adult 
Bible Class 
~~Fellowship after services~~  

 

 

12 13 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Handbells 
5:30 Rm 1 

14 
James Bible 
Study 
Room 1 
10-11am 
 
Choir 
5:30pm 
Sanctuary 

15 16 17 

18 Holy Communion 

26th Sunday after Pentecost 
8:00 & 10:30 Worship 
9:15 Sunday School & 2018-
2019 
        Registration 
        Adult Bible Class 
 
~~Fellowship after services~~ 

 

19 20 
 
 
Board of 
Directors 
6:30pm Rm1 
 
Handbells 
5:30 Rm 1 

21 
Harvest Bag  
9 – 11 FH 
 
James Bible 
Study 
Room 1 
10-11am 
 
Thanksgiving 
Service 
7:00pm 

22 
 
 

Thanksgiving 
Day 

 
 
 

23 
 
 

24 

25  
Last Sunday of the Church 
Year 
8:00 & 10:30 Worship 
9:15 Sunday School & Adult 
Bible Class 
~~Fellowship after services~~ 

26 27 
 
 
 
 
 
Handbells 
5:30 Rm 1 

28 
James Bible 
Study 
Room 1 
10-11am 
 
Choir 
5:30pm  

29 
 

30  

 

http://jennifermichie.com/tag/thanksgiving/page/2/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/

