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Concerning the Six-Day Creation
Rev. John P. Gross
The president of the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod wrote this article for Lutheran
Witness in January of 2018. It was brought to my attention and I wanted to share it with
you.
CREATION IS A MYSTERY. Just as science will forever have a problem with Jesus being God
and man, with His virgin birth, or with His resurrection, so science will forever scoff at or, at best, view the
creation account in Genesis as mythology. Though I'm no scientist, I've had challenges myself believing that
the creation accounts are history. When will a talking snake appear believable to reason? How, in the face of
the dominant theory of evolution, will the special creation of Adam out of dust and in a flash appear
reasonable? And what of Eve from a rib? How can I possibly hold to an actual creation of all things in six
natural days?
The LCMS's classic statement on creation was made a long time ago in the Brief Statement of the Doctrinal
Position of the Missouri Synod (1932), and it still holds today:
We teach that God has created heaven and earth, and that in the manner and in the space of time
recorded in the Holy Scriptures, especially Gen. 1 and 2, namely, by His almighty creative word, and in
six days. We reject every doctrine which denies or limits the work of creation as taught in Scripture. In
our days it is denied or limited by those who assert, ostensibly in deference to science, that the world
came into existence through a process of evolution; that is, that it has, in immense periods of time,
developed more or less of itself. Since no man was present when it pleased God to create the world, we
must look for a reliable account of creation to God's own record, found in God's own book, the Bible.
We accept God's own record with full confidence and confess with Luther's Catechism: "I believe that
God has made me and all creatures."
Over the centuries, there have been a plethora of attempts to alleviate the "scandal" of the creation accounts
and to understand them in a way that is less offensive to human .• reason. Although it is true that the Synod
has not defined as biblical doctrine a specific age of the earth, attempts to alleviate the scandal of the creation
accounts by suggesting that the earth is somehow millions or billions of years old actually compound the
scandal in my view. Can we somehow stretch the meaning of a "day" in Genesis 1 into an eon or long period of
time? If so, then how is it that light is created prior to the sun? How is it that vegetation is created before the
sun? How is it that God creates fish and birds prior to the other animals?
You simply cannot stretch the days of Genesis 1 into eons in order to somehow accommodate science or
evolutionary theory (or even some version of Old Earth Creationism based on a non-literal u4derstanding of a
"day") in any meaningful or coherent way. Either the account in Genesis 1-2 is myth, or it is history — albeit,
history written in a profoundly simple way to express profound truths. There is no middle ground. And if
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humankind is the result of some evolutionary process, then death was built into creation from the beginning
— a view that the Scriptures categorically reject. In the end, there can be no historical Adam and Eve in a
mythical Garden of Eden. So-called "Old Earth Creationism" largely runs aground.
Why do I believe that the creation accounts are historical? I believe them because I believe in Jesus Christ as
my Savior. And I hear in the words of Jesus that He Himself believes the creation accounts are historical. (See
marr.19:3-9.) I hear in the words of Scripture, both Old and New Testaments, the voice of my Savior. And both
He and the Scriptures bear witness to their absolute inerrancy and infallibility. With Luther, when I come to
passages that are hard to believe, "I doff my hat to the Holy Spirit and figure that He is wiser than I am." Or as
Luther said elsewhere regarding Genesis 1: "We assert that Moses spoke in the literal sense, not allegorically
or figuratively, i.e., that the world, with all its creatures, was created within six days, as the words read. If we
do not comprehend the reason for this, let us remain pupils and leave the job of teacher to the Holy Spirit"
(Luther's Works, vol. 1, page 5).
What about our faithful scientists and others who struggle with these issues? There will always be a struggle
between faith and reason. In matters of clear teaching of the Bible, I must hold to the Scriptures. However,
there are many disciplines that operate under the category of reason, e.g., the scientific method, etc. And
many Christian scientists have and will continue to make arguments based upon their best scientific inquiry to
defend the historicity or the very reasonable possibility of the Bible's accounts being true. That's called
apologetics. More power to them. As Lutherans, we are not anti-science. Nevertheless, the truths of Holy
Scripture — and that includes God's creation of everything ex nihilo ("out of nothing) — are most often well
beyond human reason.
Despite scientism and evolutionary philosophy, the advances of science (far from disproving God) have only
demonstrated a deeply complex and amazing universe. A recent study of the human genome concluded, by
tracing markers on the male chromosome, that all human beings have one common male ancestor. That's
phenomenal to consider! Christians should not be against science, but only against philosophies which would
eliminate God from creation, deny His existence or attack the veracity of His Word.
In the 1970s, some thought that as long as one believed the Gospel, other issues taught by Scripture were up
for grabs. In response, the Synod adopted A Statement of Biblical and Confessional Principles (1973), which
clarified the Synod's teaching on the Scriptures:
Since the saving work of Jesus Christ was accomplished through His personal entrance into our history
and His genuinely historical life, death and resurrection, we acknowledge that the recognition of the
soteriological purpose of Scripture in no sense permits us to call into question or deny the historicity or
factuality of matters recorded in the Bible.
We therefore reject the following views… That recognition of the primary purpose of Scripture makes it
irrelevant whether such questions of fact as the following are answered in the affirmative: Were Adam
and Eve real historical individuals? Did Israel cross the Red Sea on dry land? Did the brazen serpent
miracle actually take place? Was Jesus really born of a virgin? Did Jesus perform all the miracles
attributed to Him? Did Jesus resurrection actually involve the return to life of His dead body?
In short, I believe in the Gospel of free forgiveness, made incarnate in history—in the conception, life, death
and resurrection of Jesus Christ, the God-man. Because I believe the Gospel, I recognize the work of my
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shepherd, Jesus, in Holy Scripture. If I reject what Scripture teaches as history about creation, why should I
not then reject everything else (including the resurrection itself) that appears contrary to reason?
Even as we say “I belive; help my unbelief” (Mark 9:24), we should be very himble as we approach this
mystery of creation and humble and kind to those who struggle with the issue. It’s a cross that many of us will
bear in this life, until we see Him “face to face” (1 Cor. 13:12).
God help us.
Pastor Matthew C. Harrison
President, LCMS

Pastor Greg Young brings the concept of the Holy Spirit alive for the children in the Children’s Lesson on
Sunday July 15.

Ministry Updates

Board of Stewardship
The end of June marked the end of the Second Quarter for 2018. This is a good time to reflect on your
Stewardship commitment for this year. How are you doing? Thank you for all that you do, here at Zion.
Please note that your quarterly statements are in your Fellowship Hall mailboxes.
The Stewardship Committee
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Board of Parish Education
Summer Sunday School!
Summer Sunday School is in full swing now and I honestly can’t say who is having more fun, the children or
myself. God has blessed us with a wonderful group of children and keeping all of them together downstairs
was a great idea.
Our first lesson was “Daniel in the Lion's Den”. The children made lion puppets and as you can see from the
picture, they got very creative. They had a lot of fun doing those. The first Sunday they were each given a
little Prayer Book which they decorated very colorfully. Each Sunday they are writing something different in
their books to pray for. At the end of Summer Sunday School they will be bringing their prayer books home.
This last week’s lesson was about the healing of the Centurion's servant so they were writing the names of
people they want to pray for. They also had a special visit from "Susie" and enjoyed having her. Maybe Susie
will come back again and perhaps encourage her friend "Duncan" to visit also. I have been teaching the
children the Lord's Prayer in sign language and it is so amazing to see how fast they have picked this up and
they love it. It really helps them learn the Lord's Prayer and what they are saying.
The Lord has blessed me these last two Sundays with wonderful helpers: Karen Reif, Romelle Humphrey,
Rachel Morgan, and Dawn Jones. We are always in need of helpers with crafts and snacks. If you would like to
help us, please let me know.
Love,
Yvonne
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Little Prayer Book in use
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Friday, August 17
11:30am
Tahoe Joe’s
Madonna Road
San Luis
Call Annette Gibbs
with any questions:
(805) 481-2372

Scriptures for August
st

Date

Festival

1 Reading

Psalm

Epistle

Gospel

Aug. 5

Eleventh S. a. Pentecost

Ex. 16:2–15

Psalm 145:
10–21

Eph. 4:1–16

John 6:22–35

Aug. 12

Twelfth S. a. Pentecost

1 Kings 19:1–8

Psalm 34:
1–8

Eph. 4:17—5:2

John 6:35–51

Aug. 19

Thirteenth S. a.
Pentecost

Prov. 9:1–10 or
Josh. 24:1–2a,
14–18

Psalm 34:12–
22

Eph. 5:6–21

John 6:51–69

Aug. 23

Fourteenth S. a.
Pentecost

Is. 29:11–19

Psalm 14

Eph. 5:22–33

Mark 7:1–13

Worship Statistics
Date
7/1
7/8
7/15
7/22
7/29

Elders and Readers

8:00
44
46
50

10:30
80
79
90

General Offering
$10,017.24
$3,771.00
$5,541.35

43

96

$4,088.00

Elder
8/5 8:00
10:30
8/12 8:00
10:30
8/19 8:00
10:30
8/26 8:00
10:30

Reader

Roger Randall
Karen Jenny
Yvonne Simpkins
Terry Pavlichek
Jeff Tolle
Ginny Randall

Greeters, Ushers and Counters
Greeters
8/5

Meliinda Monteen

8/12

Mike & Rachel
Konjoyan

8/19

Karla Haeuser

8/26

Mike & Chris Harnish

Ushers
8:00Team
Team 3
8:00 Team
Team 4
8:00 Team
Team 1
8:00 Team
Team 2

Counters
TBA and Karen Jenny
Kay and Marcia
Ginny and TBA
Terry and TBA
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Usher Team Numbers (will be used instead of
names)
8:00 Team: Bernie Luoma, Terry Pavlichek
Team 1: Kari & David
Knutson, Carol
Howard, Ted Silberstein
Team 2: John King, Gene Hewitt
Team 3: Derek Valine, Kay Folta
Team 4: Mike Harnish, Mary Ann Hopper

●

August Birthdays
1
7
7
11
11
15
15
18
18
21
23
23
25
29
30
31

●

●

Wedding
Anniversaries

Patricia Stayner
Maria Burt
John Romanelli
Leonard Lammi
Trudy Romanelli
Ernest Cementina
Charlie Gibbs
Clifford Lillo
Terry Pavlichek
Gary Reif
Patricia Grimes
Brian Tarango
Harriet Hewitt
Ruth Halsey
Carol Parke
Katherine Konjoyan

Bill & Angie Bertrand
12th on August 5
Ron & Sandra Funk
53rd on August 7
Ted & Alma Silberstein
14th on August 7
Derek & Karen Valine
35th on August 14
Noel & Mary Schmidt
59th on August 15
Ernest & Helma Cementina
70th on August 27
Robert & Corinne Wobrock
63rd on August 27

●

●

●

Lutheran Women in Mission
(LWML)
Who Are We and What Do We
Do?
We are the LUTHERAN WOMEN IN MISSION of Zion Lutheran Church. Our group meets the 2nd Saturday of
each month. We welcome and invite every woman in our church to join us. We are committed to serving our
Lord through encouraging, supporting, and equipping each other to use our special gifts in many different
areas of service such as visiting shut-ins in our congregation, leading the Prayer Chain, and providing
receptions for families after memorial services. We share our Lord through reaching out beyond our doors in
serving the needs of our community and around the world, wherever our Lord leads us.
This last year we served our Lord with the help of everyone in our congregation by sewing 132 Little Dresses
for the little orphan girls in Africa, collecting clothing for Stand Strong Women's Shelter, and collecting $1500
worth of needed items for Path Point (a school for the developmentally disabled). We are currently collecting
non-perishable food items to help stock the Food Pantry of the Salvation Army, so that they can feed those in
need. We are supporting our local missionary couple, Pastor Herb and Markie Burch who are serving in Belize.
We are now in the process of adopting a seminary student to support. We are looking forward to meeting this
young man, whomever the Lord blesses us with.
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We are not just one small group, but part of something much larger than ourselves. We are connected first to
our sisters in the Zone which includes Trinity Lutheran Church in Paso, Redeemer in Atascadero, Zion, Peace
Lutheran Church in Arroyo Grande, Our Savior and Grace Lutheran Churches in Santa Maria, and Bethany in
Lompoc. Our family grows much larger as we are connected to the LWML of the California/Nevada/Hawaii
District, and LWML nationally and internationally. The greatest and oldest mission project of LWML is the
gathering of ‘mites’, relating to the poor widow's offering in the Bible. Once a month we collect our mites and
send them to the district to fund the many grants churches have requested to expand the spreading of the
Gospel through ministering to the needs in their communities. Our mites also help fund National and
International grants that reach out around the world sharing the Gospel through caring for the needs of
others. Reaching out and serving our Lord together, to make others’ lives
better is the very heart and soul of LWML.
For me personally, being involved in LWML with all of my wonderful sisters has been one of the greatest
experiences of my life. I love it--Thank you! May we all continue to service our Lord with gladness.
In His Service,
Yvonne

August 2018
Sunday

Monday

5
Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost
8:00 & 10:30 Holy Communion
9:15 Summer Sunday School &
Adult Bible Class
~~Fellowship after services~~

6

12
Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost
8:00 & 10:30 worship
9:15 Summer Sunday School &
Adult Bible Class
~~Fellowship after services~~

13

19
Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost
8:00 & 10:30 Holy Communion
9:15 Summer Sunday School &
Adult Bible Class
~~Fellowship after services~~

20

26
Fourteenth Sunday after
Pentecost
8:00 & 10:30 Holy Communion
9:15 Summer Sunday School &
Adult Bible Class
~~Fellowship after services~~

27

Tuesday
7

Wednesday
1
8

Thursday

Friday
3
10

4
11
LWML
Planning
Meeting
10:00 FH

16

17

18

24

25

Galatians
Bible Study
Room 1
10-11am
14

15

Saturday

2
9

Galatians
Bible Study
Room 1
10-11am
21

22
Galatians
Bible Study
Room 1
10-11am

28

29
Galatians
Bible Study
Room 1
10-11am
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23
Bunco

30

31

