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We invite our neighbors to come to the 

Lord’s table to join us in building up the 

body of Christ. 

MISSION STATEMENT: 

Ask Louise Nelson about Valparaiso University’s motto.  It is prominently displayed 
throughout the campus, inscribed in the chapel entrance, written on windows, pre-
sented in Latin:  

In luce tua videmus lucem.   “In your light, we see light (Psalm 36:9). 

 

 
 

In this season of light, the motto inspires prayer for the beginning of this New Year. 

In your light, we see light. 

Light up our past  

with your forgiveness  

for sins that have been done 

and left undone. 

In your light, we see light. 

Light up the present 

that we might more fully live 

in your love and grace.  

In your light, we see light. 

Light up the future with hope 

that is light and life for all 

which shines in the darkness, 

and the darkness cannot overcome.  

 --- in and through Christ, ~Pastor Steve 

WORSHIP TIMES : 
 

8:15 AM & 10:30 AM 

 

If anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: every-
thing old has passed away; see everything has be-
come new!  All this is from God, who reconciled us to 
himself through Christ, and has given us the ministry 

of reconciliation. 2 Corinthians 5:17-18 

We are Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church, 
committed to being a loving and welcoming 
community of faith in Jesus Christ.  As a com-

munity of God we welcome all.  

We rejoice in the manner in which diversity 
enriches, nurtures, and challenges the life and 
ministry we share in Christ. We embrace ac-
tions and attitudes within the Church that as-
sure access to Word and Sacrament regardless 
of gender identity, sexual orientation, socio-
economic or marital status, physical or mental 

capacities, age or race. 

We are a Reconciling in Christ 

community.   

All are welcome. 
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View from the Pew 

Fritz and Barbara Reed, who now live in Mesquite, Nevada, 
are among the many former members of Zion whom I miss. 
What I especially remember about the Reeds is how they 

loved being around the children of Zion.  
 
I thought about them recently during the annual Children's Christmas 
Program, which I had not attended for many, many years, mistakenly 
thinking it was just an event for the parents. That's simply not true, as I 
now realize.  
 
So I'm sharing my discovery now, more than 11 months in advance of 
the next program, just to make sure the message is known (and maybe 
to remind myself about it). It was so much fun to see all the children 
from the tiny ones to high school seniors get involved and do their 
parts. The levels of talent and enthusiasm vary, naturally, but overall I 
was very impressed by the quality of the performance.  
 
That aspect wouldn't have mattered, really. It is just 
enjoyable to see so much participation, and have it all 
organized so well by Susan Swidnicki and other teachers. So I 
would encourage anyone who was thinking like me, that the 
children's program was not intended for them, to make a 
note to attend the event next December. It's good stuff, 
another part of what makes Zion the congregation it is. 
   
         ~Kurt Kragthorpe 

Library Corner   
 

The following books are available in the library:   

“The Plains Across” by John D. Unrich, Jr.; “Intercessory” by 
Dutch Sheets; “My Story As Told By Water” by David James Duncan; “5 
Minute Bedtime Bible Stories” retold by Amy Parker; “Little One, God 
Loves You” by Amy Warren Hilliker. 
 

The Library Guild usually meets on Tuesdays at 10:30 am in the library. 
Come and be a part of this Small Group. We welcome any religious and 
children’s books donated to the church library. When donating, please 
drop your books into the wooden drop box with a note. Please donate 
your fiction books to the public library. Thank you! 

 

REMEMBER TO RETURN YOUR OVERDUE BOOKS!   

 

Parents: Please assist your children when checking out the library 
books by making sure a full name is written on the check out card. Also, 
remind your children) to be respectful of the church library books! 

WIFI PASSWORD:  Zion5822321 

GENERAL FUND BUDGET UPDATE 
for 2016  

For the month of November, Zion’s 
weekly envelopes and loose offerings, 
including one-time gifts spread across 
the year amounted to $27,250, com-
pared to our 4-week donation budget of 
$34,556. This is 79% of the amount 
needed to balance our budget for this 
period.  Year-to-date, you have given 
$370,945, or 89.5% of the funds needed 
to balance our annual budget. We are 
behind by more than 2 months, with just 
one month to go. Please consider all the 
good work ZELC does when considering 
your December offering.  

For the Organ Capital campaign, we 
have pledges for $53,015 (of $220,000 
total including the original proposal plus 
a 10% tithe.) We currently have re-
ceived $71,068, including $100 donated 
in November. Of this amount, we have 
already committed $20,000 to start 
work.  
We praise God for your generosity.  
 

Yours in Christ,  

Fred Strohacker,  

Church Council Treasurer 

CROSSROADS URBAN CENTER  

NEEDS FOR JANUARY: 

 

We now accept donations to our 
Emergency Food Pantry online! You can 
purchase any of the items, or make a 
monetary donation. Go to 
crossroadsurbancenter.org.   
 

Baby formula and diapers are always in 
high demand.  
 

Food Pantry:  boxed meals & canned pasta 
 

Thrift Store:  warm blankets 
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Group Spiritual Direction Opportunity  A couple 
handfuls of people from several of the Salt Lake City 
area ELCA churches have already expressed interest in 
the Group Spiritual Direction class that DanaLee Simon is 
leading during Epiphany.  Please be in touch with her by 
January 3rd if you would like to take part.   
The class will meet for seven Wednesdays, beginning 
January 11th, from 6-8 p.m.  Our first class will be held at 
Zion Lutheran and then rotate among other churches 
who have people participating.  Participants must be 
able to commit to all seven sessions (or, six of them, in 
the very least) as trust will build over time among people 
in the group.  A willingness to share about your journey 
with God, openness to God’s Spirit, and the holding of 
confidentiality is also important to bring to the group.   
Each night we will gather for fellowship around a light 
snack.  That will be followed by an introduction and 
practice of prayer.  The second hour will be used for 
group spiritual direction.  A different person will share 
something about their journey with God each week.  
Others in the group will practice holy listening and 
responses of good questions and/or affirmations that 
will help the one sharing be able to explore what they 
have brought to the group in a deeper way.   
Cost for the seven weeks will be $30 (scholarships 
available) to cover fellowship treats and a small stipend 
for DanaLee’s time and gas.   
Please contact DanaLee to express your interest.  She 
can be reached by e-mail at d_lo777@hotmail.com or by 
phone/text – 262/705-5811.  She will be happy to 
answer any questions you might have or give you more 
information to help you decide whether or not to pursue 
this opportunity.       
 
Acts of Love on January 20  You are invited to join 
Pastor Steve at the Ronald McDonald Family Room, 
Primary Children’s Hospital, on January 20.  We will 
serve salad and pizza.  Prep work at noon; serving at 
1:00; clean-up follows.  Please contact Pastor Steve at 
pastor@zelc.org if you are interested and/or available to 
help.  

 

Help Needed after Worship—It’s time to take the 
Christmas tree and other decorations down.  Please stay 
after the late worship on Sunday, January 8th to 
accomplish this goal. Many hands make light work! 

 

Connecting through Grace is the theme for this year in 
Zion.  In the month of January, we include this tagline:  
Connecting through Grace --- celebrating Zion Welcoming 
Statement 

 

Zion Ministry Needs — You are prayerfully invited to 
serve in Zion’s outreach ministry.  Our congregational 

council is in need of a person to serve with Evangelism 
(the inviting and welcoming ministry); and, 

Communication (sharing events 
both within and outside the 
congregation).  These positions offer 
the grace-filled satisfaction of sharing 
the good news.  If you are interested 
or desire more information, please 
contact Pastor Steve or Erin Basta.   

 

Awakening Worship at 8:15** 

We are experiencing changes in this worship and our 
attendance is growing.  Thank you for your 
enthusiasm.  Please join us on a Sunday morning before 
you hit the slopes!  

**NOTE THE NEW START TIME 
 

Yoga Pad Round Up—Many homeless people sleep on the 
cold, wet, hard ground. If you have an old yoga pad you 
are not using, drop it off in the bin in the Narthex. We will 
see that it gets to a homeless person who can use it. 
Thank you. 

 

Altar Flowers—Beginning in January, a long-lasting plant 
will be placed in front of the altar. You will have the 
opportunity to honor individuals by contributing to the 
undesignated memorial fund or general fund rather than 
paying for altar flowers. Insert your contribution in one of 
the pew envelopes and place it in the offering plate. If 
there is a Sunday when you wish to provide an altar 
arrangement, you are free to do so. 

 
Wednesday 

January 11th 
7:00 PM at  

Wasatch Brewery 

2110 Highland Dr. 

(Across from Barnes & 

Noble in Sugarhouse) 

mailto:pastor@zelc.org
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Sunday School News! 
Zion Sunday School is very blessed to have great 

teachers, students, and families participating.  We 

ask for your continued prayers for all.   

Sunday school has had an exciting, fun, and suc-

cessful end to 2016.  

Our Christmas program on December 18th was a 

service to remember.  All students shined and 

blessed us with their talents, creating a really spir-

itual evening for all.  Eternal thanks to Susan for all 

her creativity and effort to the evening. 

On December 11th, we enjoyed Zion’s Annual Gin-

gerbread Decorating and Lunch Party.  Thanks to 

all who attended especially the first-timers.  

Looking to the new year, Sunday school returns to 

its usual times and places.  Dates to note are: 

January 8th - will be  Zion’s Epiphany Potluck dur-

ing the Sunday school hour, 9:15-10:15.  Please 

come and bring a potluck dish of your ethnic 

choosing.  We all enjoy the diverse dishes each 

year:  Norwegian, Turkish, Southern, German, 

Mexican, Creole, Polish and the list continues.  

This is a great time to catch up with your Zion 

friends at a yummy and casual event. 

January 15th - Joyful NOIZ Performs at the 10:30 

worship. 

February 5th- Youth and Children’s choir perform 

at the 10:30 worship. 

Musical Christmas Program 



FROM ZION CHURCH COUNCIL: 

In its December meeting, Pastor Steve shared the 
“Faithful Witness” section (Evangelism, Compassion, 
Hospitality, Peacemaking, Justice, Stewardship of Crea-
tion) from “Vision and Expectations of Ordained Minis-
ters” with the congregational council.  The Council 
asked that these sections be shared with Zion congre-
gation:   

Justice 

The church is to witness to God’s call for justice in every 
aspect of life, including testimony against injustice and 
oppression, whether personal or systemic. This church 
expects its ordained ministers to be committed to 

justice in the life of the church, in society, and in the 
world. The ordained minister is expected to oppose all 
forms of harassment and assault. 

Stewardship of the Earth 

The people of God are called to the care and redemp-
tion of all that God has made. This includes the need to 
speak on behalf of this earth, its environment and natu-
ral resources and its inhabitants. This church expects 
that its ordained ministers will be exemplary stewards 
of the earth’s resources, and that they will lead this 
church in the stewardship of God’s creation. 

The document is available at:  http://
download.elca.org/ELCA%20Resource%20Repository/
Vision_and_Expectations_for_Ordained_Ministers.pdf?
_ga=1.87889368.113081658.1424814563 

 

Women's Small Group, Alyce Gross - Shepherd 

Meets the first and third Mondays at 7PM in various 
homes. We are using the book Meta Moments for our 
discussion. Contact Alyce at adgross1@msn.com.  All 
are welcome. 

 

Sunday Lectionary Bible Study  An open forum on the 
lessons of the day, with a focus on the Gospel, will be 
held in the lounge from 9:15--10:15. Whether there is a 
leader or not, discussing scripture is one way to help it 
become the living word.  

 

SUNDAY ADULT BIBLE STUDY FOR JANUARY—January 
8 --- Celebrating Epiphany --- God’s light shining for all 
people  -- with an ethnic brunch during the education 
hour, 9:15 – 10:15. 

All are welcome to join Pastor Steve’s Bible Study in 
January (15 and 22).   No prior knowledge of scripture is 
necessary.  We will explore the meaning of “Hope” in 
scripture and in our faith practice.  The Bible’s oldest 
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word for hope is “tikvah,” also means cord or thread.  It is 
a timely metaphor for living in darkness, when we feel sur-
rounded by fears, threats and enemies.  We oft times find 
ourselves clinging to a single thread that keeps us going.   

Rev. Brian Savage leads the Adult Bible Studies on Recon-
ciling in Christ Sunday, January 29.  

 

Yoga with Julie—Mondays at 7:00 PM to 8:30 PM in the 
terrace room. This is a free class for anyone interested in 
joining. 
 

One Word 
FACT:   

90 million Americans make New Year’s  
Resolutions and 75% will abandon them by February. 

This year try something new and choose ONE WORD that 
will serve as a lens through which you will see your life and 
through which you will see God’s work in your life.  This 
ONE WORD will help you pay attention to the condition of 
your heart and remain focused on what God wants to do in 
your life throughout the entire year. 

Write your ONE WORD on paper and display it as a daily 
reminder to do something about ONE thing that forces 
clarity and effort throughout your day as a Disciple of 
Christ. 

Don’t change yourselves to be like the peo-
ple of this world, but let God change you 

inside with a new way of thinking. Then you 
will be able to understand and accept what 
God wants for you. You will be able to know 
what is good and pleasing to him and what 

is perfect.  (Romans 12:2, ERV) 

We hope you will share your ONE WORD with us on Janu-
ary 8. 

http://download.elca.org/ELCA%20Resource%20Repository/Vision_and_Expectations_for_Ordained_Ministers.pdf?_ga=1.87889368.113081658.1424814563
http://download.elca.org/ELCA%20Resource%20Repository/Vision_and_Expectations_for_Ordained_Ministers.pdf?_ga=1.87889368.113081658.1424814563
http://download.elca.org/ELCA%20Resource%20Repository/Vision_and_Expectations_for_Ordained_Ministers.pdf?_ga=1.87889368.113081658.1424814563
http://download.elca.org/ELCA%20Resource%20Repository/Vision_and_Expectations_for_Ordained_Ministers.pdf?_ga=1.87889368.113081658.1424814563
mailto:adgross1@msn.com
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Contact: Lisa Mensinger, Director of Youth Ministries at (814-360-6283) or email: youth@zelc.org 

WIRED/ZYG 

YOUTH NEWS 

Youth Advent Party 

The High School and Middle School youth will continue 
their Amazing gRace tour of ELCA church visits.  We hope 
to connect with other Evangelical Lutheran youth through-
out the valley.  Parents please encourage your youth to 
attend and be sure to send them with some money for 
lunch.  Please mark them on your calendar. 

Connecting through Grace Visits 

Date Leave Zion Visiting City 

Feb 5 9:15 am Mt. Tabor Salt Lake City 

Apr 30 10:45 am Our Savior’s Millcreek 

Please keep in your prayers the 
youth who will be going this sum-
mer to Pacific Grove, CA.  Jenna 
Nelson, Luke Reuschel, Ben and 

Thomas Wenzel, Lauren Furst, Catelyn Rude, Mandy 
Widner, Lydia Lee, & Micheala “Dr. Quinn” Purdin. 

February 10-11, 2017 

Starts at 7 pm on Fri. & Ends at 6 pm on Sat. 

All youth invited to this 24 hour challenge to raise 
awareness for those on the margins. 

Bring a friend and help build the body of Christ. 

RSVP to Lisa by Feb 3. 

Making Lunches 

for the  Good  

Samaritan 

HS Youth Trip—Summer 2017 

Souper Bowl of Caring 

Human Fooz ball 

Whisper Challenge 

White Elephant Gifts 

mailto:youth@zelc.org
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1 

10:30 Worship 

OFFICES CLOSED   2 

9 Yoga-based exercise 

class 

 

 

 

 

3 

 

 

 

 

6:30-9 Ger/Am Chorus 

4 

7 Men’s Bible Study 

9 Yoga-based exercise 

class 

LMS resumes 

11:40 LMS Chapel 

5 

11 Adult Bible Study 

 

 

 

6 David organ work 

6:30-8:30 Meditation 

Group 

6 

9 Yoga-based exercise 

class 

7 

Building in use—Judge 

Memorial High School 

Robotics Team  

EPIPHANY            8 

8:15 Awakening 

Worship 

9:15 Epiphany Potluck 

10:30 Worship 

9 

9 Yoga-based exercise 

class 

 

 

 

7-8:30 Yoga w/Julie 

10 

10:30 Library work day 

11:40 LMS Chapel 

 

5 Worship Planning Mtg 

6:30-9 Ger/Am Chorus 

7 Compassionate 

Friends Mtg 

11 

7 Men’s Bible Study 

9 Yoga-based exercise 

class 

 

6-8 Group Spiritual Dir 

7 Pub Theology 

12 

 

 

6 David organ work 

6:30 Cong Council Mtg 

6:30-8:30 Meditation 

Group 

7 LMS Board Mtg 

13 

9 Yoga-based exercise 

class 

14 

15 

8:15 Awakening 

Worship 

9:15 Education Hr 

10:30 Worship 

Joyful NOIZ 

Worship planning mtg 

1 VA Worship 

 

OFFICES CLOSED    16 

9 Yoga-based exercise 

class 

 

 

 

 

7-8:30 Yoga w/Julie 

17 

10:30 Library work day 

 

 

 

 

 

6:30-9 Ger/Am Chorus 

18 

7 Men’s Bible Study 

9 Yoga-based exercise 

class 

11 Lydia Circle 

11:40 LMS Chapel 

19 

11 Adult Bible Study 

 

 

 

6 David organ work 

6:30-8:30 Meditation 

Group 

20 

9 Yoga-based exercise 

class 

21 

22 

8:15 Awakening 

Worship 

9:15 Education Hr 

10:30 Worship 

23 

9 Yoga-based exercise 

class 

 

 

 

 

7-8:30 Yoga w/Julie 

24 

10:30 Library work day 

11:40 LMS Chapel 

 

 

 

6:30-9 Ger/Am Chorus 

25 

7 Men’s Bible Study 

9 Yoga-based exercise 

class 

Noon-2 LMS Staff Mtg 

26 

 

 

 

 

6 David organ work 

6:30-8:30 Meditation 

Group 

27 

9 Yoga-based exercise 

class 

28 

RIC Sunday       29 

8:15 Awakening 

Worship 

9:15 Education Hr 

10:30 Worship 

Guest Preacher, Brian 

Savage 

30 

9 Yoga-based exercise 

class 

 

 

 

7-8:30 Yoga w/Julie 

31 

10:30 Library work day 

 

 

 

 

6:30-9 Ger/Am Chorus 
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at a glance... 

10:30 am: 

Jan 1—Lisa Mensinger 

Jan 8—Denny Gross 

Jan 15—Erin Basta 

Jan 22—Jon Hall 

Jan 29—Rachel Kibler 

 

 

 

 

 

Mark Nelson, Brian Mensinger, 

Volunteers 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jan 1—Marci Hall & Bruce & Lois 

Stewart 

Jan 8 

Jan 15 

Jan 22 

Jan 29 

 

 

 

 

 

Jan 1 Bailey @10:30 AM 

Jan 8 Strohacker @ 8:15 AM 

Jan 15 Hackworth @ 8:15 AM 

Jan 22 Sutherland @ 10:30 

Jan 29 M. Gilford @ 10:30 

 

 

JANUARY 

2017 

 

“All kings shall bow down before him” 
 

Psalm 72:11 

Assisting Ministers: 

Greeters: 

Altar Guild: 

Ushers: 

The church offices will be closed on the follow-
ing days:  Monday, January 2 for the holiday; 

Monday, January 16 in honor of Martin Luther 
King , Jr. Day. 

Newsletter deadline 

Lisa Mensinger will be out of town January 

8th to 21st. 

 



 
1070 Foothill Drive 

Salt Lake City, UT 84108 

Phone: 801.582.2321 

Fax: 801.583.8043 

Email: office@zelc.org 

www.zelc.org     

@zlc_slc 
 

ZionSLC 

Coffee Hour Hosts / Sponsors  Needed! 

Please sign up to host or sponsor a coffee hour after 
worship.  The coffee, cream and sugar is provided and 
all you need to bring are some cookies! Can’t be here to 
host, but still want to help?  Donate funds to provide 
the snacks; just mark your envelope  and the money will 
be used on those Sundays when no one has signed up!  
You don't have to put on a huge spread - it's just coffee 
and a cookie (or two) while catching up with your 
friends at Zion.  Many friendships are made and culti-
vated during this time and what an awesome way for 
you or you and a friend or two to be of service to your 
family of faith.  Please contact Nettie Priet 
nettie.priet@Hotmail.com with questions. 

2017-2018 ZELC CONGREGATIONAL COUNCIL MEMBERS 
PRESIDENT, Erin Basta  |  VICE-PRESIDENT, Marsha Gilford  |  SECRETARY, Nicole Reese    

TREASURER, Fred Strohacker 
 

Communication Team Leader, ———————-                           Worship Music Team Leader, Diane Gardner 

Faith Formation Team Leader, Alyce Gross                              Evangelism Team Leader, ———- 

Advocacy Team Leader, Doris Mason                                        Building Admin. Team Leader, Michael Chard  

Congregational Life Team Leader, Terri Moffitt 

In Our Prayers:  God’s grace be sufficient for healing Carol Thompson; strength and healing for Lacy 

Foulks, Cindy Haverkost, Bruce Sigvardt, Alice Schroeder & Doc, Mark Brown, Eila Cagle; peace with Paul 
Krehbiel, Bryce and Christian, our brothers in Christ in the UT prison. For Kent in time of trial. Pray for our 
community of faith in Zion and new life for those in addiction. For all in troubled marriages. For all in mental 
distress & their caregivers. For Juan de Dios Lopez and Lisa Mensinger in their call to ordained ministry. For 

health and safekeeping for Beckie Schmoll, Tiffany Klemz Sessom, Sara LaFleur Hickey, Amalija Staks and all mothers 
with child.  

God’s blessings and Happy New Year! 

Let Me Shine is back in full swing on January 4 with a lot of exciting activities planned as 
we begin the New Year.  Please visit us anytime and see the wonderful things happening here! 

Enrollment at Let Me Shine Christian Playschool and Preschool also begins on January 4, 
2017 for Zion members, currently enrolled students and siblings.  Enrollment forms are available 
in the school and church offices as well as on our website: www.letmeshine.org.  They are ac-
cepted on a first come-first serve basis with enrollment opening up to the general public on February 1, 2017.  Classes 
fill up quickly so make sure to get your form turned in as soon as possible to guarantee your space. 

Please call with any questions or to schedule a tour of our school! 

In His Service,  

Barb Ballif,  

Director 

January 

15th 

mailto:nettie.priet@Hotmail.com

